
 

 

NUMBER  321 August          2026 

Bruthen and District Newspaper 
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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners 
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging. 

The Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored this month by Shoreside Real Estate Lakes Entrance 
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Bruthen  Art 
Collective News 

The Bruthen Art Collective continues to meet every 
Sunday at 2pm in the Bruthen Neighbourhood 
House room at the rear of the Community Health 
Building. Numbers have dipped a little since the end 
of term break, and we’d love to welcome more 
artists — beginners and experienced creators alike. 
Bring your own project and materials or use ours. 
It’s a friendly space to make art, share ideas, and 
enjoy good company. 
The Pottery Shed is also getting closer to opening. 
A hardworking team has been painting the space, 
and it’s looking fantastic as we prepare to move the 
furniture in and start some wonderfully messy 
creative sessions. 
We’re excited to offer a fun fourweek painting 
course with tutor Brooke Taylor, starting Monday 
24th August. The course is suitable for beginners 
and intermediate painters — no experience needed. 
More details are available on our website 
at www.baec.com.au, or you can email us to 
register. 
Contact bruthenartcollective@gmail.com for 
enquiries or bookings. 

Bruthen Hall News 
It was great to see the Bruthen Hall come to life 
during the Winter Festival with the Medieval Winter 
Fire Festival attracting more than 2000 people plus 
2 popular music events. 
Taekwondo classes are now running on Monday 
and Thursday evenings while Tai Chi continues on 
Monday mornings. 

Having a meeting? 
The Supper (meeting) room has a large TV screen 
with internet available for meetings and workshops. 
Zoom meetings, sharing information on the internet 
and displaying documents etc on the big screen is 
now possible. 

Equipment for hire. 
The hall has a number of items that can be hired 
including chairs, tables, urns, crockery and cutlery. 
Please contact us for more information. A bond will 
be required. 

Put up a sign 
A frame to hang ‘Coming Events’ signs has been 
installed at the front of the hall. If you have booked 
the hall you can now put a sign out the front 
advertising your event using board or corflute and 
cable ties. 
To book a room or equipment email 
bruthenhall@gmail.com or contact Merewyn on 
0473445180. 

Bruthen Band Hall 
Bash 2026 Brings 
High Energy and 
Big Local Talent 

 
The Bruthen Mechanics Hall came alive on July 
11 as part of the East Gippsland Winter Festival 
for the Bruthen Band Hall Bash. Running from 
4:00 PM to 10:30 PM, the community celebration 
brought together local music lovers for an 
unforgettable evening of live tunes, dancing, and 
local flair. 
Community, Costumes, and Festivities 
The Bruthen Mechanics Hall transformed into a 
glowing hub of music and community, complete 
with lights twinkling from the rafters, a bubble-
filled dance floor, and an entertained crowd 
reveling in the festivities. 
Attendees also enjoyed a community BBQ, BYO 
drinks, and plenty of lively dancing. Door prizes 
were awarded for the Best-Dressed Glam-Funk 
Punk-Peoples, bringing out some fantastic 
costumes and festive spirits. 
Spotlight on the Lineup 
● Short Long Way: Opening the night as the first 
act on the bill, the three-piece ensemble delivered 
a warm, soulful performance. Featuring laid-back, 
melodic electric guitar riffs, steady drum work, and 
rhythmic bass, their smooth sound set an inviting 
tone and got the early crowd grooving. 
● The Snowy Jammers: Second off the bat, they 
drove the mid-evening energy sky-high with 
classic rock rhythms and infectious jam vibes that 
kept the dance floor buzzing. 
● The Dusty Minstrel Show: Performing third on 
the bill with high-octane theatrical front man ‘The 
Dusty Minstrel’ sporting a red "P" plate and bold 
white face paint commanding the room. Backed 
by tight drum grooves and searing electric guitar, 
they rocked the hall with cheeky punk-rock 
original anthems like "She just doesn't like you" 
and the crowd-pleasing "Rumpy Trump". 
● White Chocolate Diva Divine & Da Funk 
delivered a high-energy, vibrant performance 
anchored by expressive, soulful lead vocals and a 
standout live saxophone line. The stage setup 
was rich with personality, featuring a vocalist 
sporting a blonde afro wig and patterned shirt 
alongside a saxophonist in a matching colourful 
shirt, bringing a fun, retro-funk visual to the 
performance. Their polished, groove-heavy disco-
soul sound brought a tremendous energy to close 
out the event. 

https://www.baec.com.au/?utm_source=copilot.com
mailto:bruthenartcollective@gmail.com
mailto:bruthenhall@gmail.com


 

 

 54 Main Street,  
Bruthen.  
Open 7 days  
Ph: 03-51575 415 
 

• Supplier of groceries, fresh fruit & 
vegies, hardware, fishing supplies and 
basic newsagency. 

• Beer, wine, RTD cans and ice. 
• Swap & Go BBQ Gas bottles. 

Shop local – support local employment  
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com  
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Bruthen Inn 
Hotel 

 

 

Kitchen is open 7 days  

Lunch 12-2pm (excl. Tues)  Dinner 6-8pm  

Tuesdays open from 5pm 

Friday night raffles supporting local  

sporting clubs—10 draws.  

Catering for private functions and community meetings  

Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only  

For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.  
Cheers and beers, Stretch 

Phone (03) 51575201 

Forest firefighters help protect Victorian communities  

Applications are now open for seasonal and ongoing 
forest firefighter roles across Victoria.  
Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) is 
recruiting entry-level forest firefighter positions 
across Victoria for the upcoming bushfire season. 
Both ongoing and seasonal roles are available.  
FFMVic Chief Fire Officer, Chris Hardman, said 
seasonal firefighters boost Victoria’s firefighting 
capacity in the lead-up to summer and during the 
peak fire season.  
“New recruits train and work alongside our 
permanent firefighters, responding to bushfires to 
keep communities safer this summer,” Mr Hardman 
said.  
“They will be part of a team of close to 1800 frontline 
personnel and 1200 accredited incident 
management staff this bushfire season.”  
“These are fantastic jobs doing practical work, right 

at the frontline of protecting communities and the 
environment.”  
FFMVic firefighters responded to more than 900 
bushfires across the state last summer and 
delivered priority planned burns which will help 
reduce the impact of future bushfires.  
Mr Hardman said seasonal firefighter roles provide 
rewarding career opportunities for those with a 
passion for the outdoors, learning new skills and 
making a difference.  
“In addition to responding to bushfires and helping 
to deliver planned burns, seasonal firefighters also 
undertake pest and weed control works, and 
maintain recreational reserves, fuel breaks and 
forest roads,” he said.  
“We want a diverse pool of people applying for our 
jobs. We want our crews to reflect the communities 
they serve and to have a range of skills and 
experiences.”  
“Most importantly, we’re looking for recruits with a 
‘can do’ attitude who can work as part of a team.”  
Some roles are designated for First Nations 
employment.  
Applications for the 2026-2027 season have now 
closed and the recruitment process has started, but 
they are still accepting supplementary applications 
that may be considered in areas where additional 
candidates are required. For more information, and 
to apply, visit, visit jobs.careers.vic.gov.au/sffoo or 
call 136 186. 
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Of particular concern is that the program could 
begin with “last service” post offices in communities 
with no nearby financial institutions, meaning rural 
and remote towns could be among the first affected. 
In response, the Coalition has moved quickly to 
establish a Senate Inquiry into Australia Post’s 
management of, and plans for, its retail network. 
Submissions are now open and close on August 7. 
I am encouraging Gippslanders to share their 
concerns about the importance of postal services in 
our communities. 
Make a submission here: 
https://www.aph.gov.au/.../Environment.../
AusPostRetail48P 
I will continue to advocate for a strong and 
sustainable future for local post offices across 
Gippsland. 
Well done to Kelsey for the work she is doing to 
support the Bruthen community. 

D Chester 

Local post offices are the lifeblood of country 
communities, and Bruthen Post Office is a perfect 
example. 
It was great to visit the Bruthen Licensed Post Office 
and catch up with licensee Kelsey Schueler, who 
understands just how important this service is to the 
local community. 
The Bruthen Post Office has been operating since 
1893 and continues to provide essential services for 
local residents, farmers, small businesses and 
visitors. 
It is more than a place to collect parcels or send 
letters. For many locals, it is where they do their 
banking, pay bills, access important services and 
catch up with a friendly face. 
In small towns like Bruthen, these services matter. 
They keep people connected, support local 
businesses and make sure residents are not forced 
to travel long distances for basic services. 
Sadly, Licensed Post Office operators across the 
country are facing changes that are making it harder 
to keep their businesses viable. 
Australia Post has been progressively reducing the 
range of products and services licensed operators 
are permitted to offer. That means fewer reasons for 
people to come through the door, less foot traffic, 
and greater pressure on the future of local post 
offices. 
A leaked Australia Post document obtained by the 
Coalition has revealed plans that could see 
Licensed Post Offices stripped of core services, 
consolidated into other retail businesses, or reduced 
to parcel-only outlets. 

Putting locals first in Bruthen 

Reduced Rate Domestic Postage Stamps 
With a free Australia Post Concession account, 
you'll pay just 60c per stamp, instead of $1.70. You 
can purchase up to 75 stamps per year, in booklets 
of 5 for $3. 
So, pop on into the post office today and chat to 
Kelsey or Nathan to find out if you are eligible. 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/AusPostRetail48P?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSEZmQzdlaFp3RlJVd3pBYXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6Cld-Vh6ratFxkc5pOoYBZr5qt-Q02wdfBCpkEMFoNr8fKi7LqS_
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/AusPostRetail48P?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExSEZmQzdlaFp3RlJVd3pBYXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6Cld-Vh6ratFxkc5pOoYBZr5qt-Q02wdfBCpkEMFoNr8fKi7LqS_
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Target Words 

O N C 

G O I 

U L R 

How many words of four 
or more letters can you 
find? Every word must 
use the centre letter, and 
each letter can only be 
used once. And what is 
the 9-letter word? 

SPIRAL LINE DOT DIZZY BLACK 

WHITE COLOUR SPACE DISTANCE CIRCLE 

WAVY STRAIGHT CURVE ZIGZAG BUBBLE 

EDGE SEGMENT PATTERN   

K A X S D D O F T H E C T P W 

G C D I P Y Z Z I D T Z O A Y 

L S A V D I J D A N I I V T L 

I C O L O U R W I G H Y A T Z 

N A X F B O V A T S W O O E R 

E B T V D U N F L G T G P R V 

T H G I A R T S B A T A T N O 

P B C E R C K F E Z M K N D F 

Q B I W V I T E D G E Q O C E 

S D Y O E R X P I I M T E L E 

S B E C T C U B F Z E E B E Z 

C Z A A C L I C I K C B N A I 

W P O P Q E A K J G U V E T X 

S W D V V O D B D B R B K V X 

E P W P K U J A A N V E N V U 
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Thank you Bruthen for your support. 
We've made it home from the Shitbox Rally. 
The rally distance was 4078kms. 
We left home, starting in Bruthen, driving to Mildura 
to begin this epic adventure - a bit extra to the start 
line and from Bruthen to Mildura 850km via 
Castlemaine. 
Road conditions: 1504km unsealed with 
corrugations, water crossings, mud and sand 

Chilli Bombs return in triumph 
breakdowns, one flat tyre, and a few electrical 
glitches. 
We travelled up through Cobar, Charleville, 
Longreach, McKinlay, Karumba, Chillagoe and then 
back down into Townsville. 
The Chilli Bombs fundraised $11,100 for the Cancer 
Council. Thank you all for supporting us. 
The car is now back home with Wags in Bruthen. 
Ready for its next adventure if anyone is interested! 
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Aussie Icons Trivia 
Night a Great Success 

 
The Bruthen Football Netball Club came together 
recently for a fantastic evening of fun, laughter and 
friendly competition at our Aussie Icons Trivia Night. 
The clubrooms were filled with plenty of Aussie 
spirit, with teams putting their knowledge of iconic 
Australians, sport, music and television to the test. 
The night provided a wonderful opportunity for 
players, members, supporters and the wider 
community to enjoy a social evening together while 
raising valuable funds for the club. 
Congratulations to Team Easybeats, who proved to 
be the trivia champions for the night, claiming first 
place after an entertaining battle across the rounds. 
A huge thank you goes to everyone who attended, 
dressed up, volunteered and helped make the event 
such a success. Your support continues to play an 
important role in strengthening our club both on and 
off the field. 
We look forward to seeing everyone at our next club 
function! 
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Bruthen - Bairnsdale  
Bus Timetable 

Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711 

Bruthen to 
Bairnsdale 
Morning 

Monday & 
Friday AM 

Tues, Wed, 
Thurs AM 

Bruthen (opp) General Store 08:10 am 09:50 am 

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am 10:20 am 

Bairnsdale Train Station 08:35 am 10:30 am 

Bairnsdale to Bruthen 
Afternoon 

Mon to 
Thurs PM 

Friday PM 

Bairnsdale Train Station 1:25 pm 3:40 pm 

Corner Chemist (Service & Main 
Street) 

1:30 pm 3:45 pm 

Bruthen, Station &  
Great Alpine Rd 

2:00 pm 4:15 pm 
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TRADES AND SERVICES 

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS 
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WILDLIFE EMERGENCY 
CONTACTS (2026) 

Wildlife Victoria – emergencies 0384 007 300 24 hour 
emergency response.  They will refer you to an 
appropriate carer. 
The following are also willing to help: 
Local Wildlife Carers 
Kate 0423 088 585  (Mossiface).  Possums/wombats/
wallabies/lizards/echidnas. No birds/foxes or bats. 
Jo-Lee 0401 293 375 (Metung). Birds/possums. 
Jade - Wombat Wisdom, 0473 446 161 (Bairnsdale).  
Wombats & all other wildlife. 
Nikki 0403 688 761 (Metung). Birds/possums/kangaroos/
wallabies. 
Suzie 0447 470 905 (Waterholes). Kangaroos/Koalas 
Wendy 0423 712 397 (Wy Yung). Birds of prey 
Main Street Vet Clinic – 5152 6666. Will take and refer on 
to local carer or if necessary – euthanise. 
SNAKES: 
Phil 0448 684 368 (Bairnsdale). A snake catcher NOT 
carer but will relocate if found around house or on road.   
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Bird of the Month: Eastern Rosella 
Rosellas are a distinctive group of medium-sized 
parrots with a long, broad, graduated tail, large 
cheek patches and clear scalloping on the mantle 
and back. Rosellas have a varied diet of seeds, 
flowers, buds, berries, fruits and insect larvae. They 
feed in trees, shrubs and on the ground. The 
Eastern Rosellas use one foot, usually the right foot, 
to hold food when eating. 
The Eastern Rosella is found throughout south-
eastern Australia, from QLD to Victoria, SE South 
Australia and eastern Tasmania; and is a familiar 
sight locally in East Gippsland. Eastern Rosellas are 
predominantly bright red, yellow and blue with 
conspicuous white cheek patches. They are smaller 
and more finely built than Crimson Rosellas which 
are commonly seen sharing habitat. They are a 
familiar sight in lightly treed country, woodlands, 
grasslands, forest edges, parks and gardens. The 
two species have similar calls, but the Eastern 
Rosella has a higher pitched, rapid and melodic 
sound. Conspicuous groups of noisy, active rosellas 
draw attention though they are somewhat wary and 
take flight when disturbed. The Eastern Rosella’s 
flight is strong with rapid wing beats interspersed 
with short undulating glides.  
Eastern Rosellas mate for life. Breeding season is 
August – February. The female chooses the nest 
site, usually a hollow in a eucalypt tree though 
sometimes they will use an artificial site like a 
nesting box. Four to eight eggs are laid on a 
decayed wood bed with the female incubating the 
eggs while the male visits regularly to feed his 
brooding mate. The young may be fed for a while 
after fledging.  
While the conservation status of the Eastern Rosella 
is listed as of ‘Least Concern’, they face a range of 
threats including habitat loss due to land clearing for 
agriculture and mining, competition for nest sites by 
introduced birds such as starlings, and predation by 
domestic pets.   
Rosellas may be considered pests by fruit and crop 
farmers and may be subject to large scale trapping, 
sometimes linked to the aviculture trade.  
 
Photo by Chris Healey. 
 

Birdlife East Gippsland welcomes 
visitors and newcomers  

June 2026  Outings Schedule. 

Birdlife East Gippsland meets weekly from 9am to 12pm 
on most Mondays, and on the second Sunday of each 
month. New members and visitors are always welcome. 
The annual schedule of outings across the region 
ensures diverse locations and interesting bird observing.  
The records collected are submitted to the national 
database. 
BYO refreshments & water; wear appropriate clothing, 
boots and sun protection. Binoculars are handy. Planned 
outings may be affected by regional weather and 
emergency warnings. If unsure, please check via Birdlife 
East Gippsland Facebook page or email. 
eastgippsland@birdlife.org.au  

DATE LOCATION 9AM MEETING PLACE 

Sunday, August 9. 
  

Nyerimilang Heritage Park. Car park at Nyerimilang Homestead, Cliff Rd. 
Nyerimilang. 

Monday, August 17. 
  

Crisp Property, Wy Yung. Cnr. Eastwood Rd & Bullumwaal Rd. WyYung. 

Monday, August 24. Old Eagle Pt Rd./Eagle Point.  Turn Left off Paynesville Rd 6.5km from Mitchell 
River Bridge. 

Monday, August 31. Gillin Property, Swan Reach. 3 Stones Rd.(off W Boundary Rd) Swan Reach. 

The Eastern Rosella 

mailto:eastgippsland@birdlife.org.au%20
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Closing date for September issue is August 25. 

Please send your articles by e-mail only to: 
tamborambler@gmail.com  

(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please 
PDF format will also be accepted.) 

Tambo Rambler is distributed across East Gippsland via 
email and on the web page at  
https://bruthendistrict.org.au/tambo-rambler/ 
 
We also distribute to Government representatives, 
Bairnsdale Library, Victorian State Library, and local 
Historical Societies   
Hard copies are available in Bruthen at the P.O, General 
Store, Oppe Shoppe, Bakery, Bruthen Hotel and 
Neighbourhood House for a gold coin donation. 

The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility 
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.    

The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and 
to edit submissions if necessary 

All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and 
phone number. They may be published anonymously if preferred. 

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs  
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options 
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $15.00  
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $20.00  
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00 
 1/2 page - Cost  $50.00  
 Full page - Cost  $100.00  
 

COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page  
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for 

that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler   
 Cost - $165 per edition 
 

COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page  
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that 

month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler    
 Cost - $100 per edition 
 

COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page  
Full Colour Promotional Package 
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert 

placed on the inside cover of the Tambo 
Rambler 

 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for 
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler  

 Cost - $65 per edition 

Art & Information 
Centre Update 

 
The Art and Information Centre has been quiet 
over the winter months, but with warmer 
weather and longer days on the way, we’re 
looking forward to welcoming more visitors 
through the door — browsing local art, 
discovering handmade pieces, and seeking 
information about our beautiful region. 
To keep the Centre open regularly, we’re still 
looking for additional volunteers. If you’re 
interested in helping out, even occasionally, 
we’d love to hear from you. It’s a friendly, 
community-minded role and a great way to stay 
connected. 
We’re also keen to hear from local artists and 
makers who would like a space to display their 
work. If you’ve been looking for somewhere to 
showcase your art or craft, the Centre is a 
welcoming place to do just that. 
For enquiries, volunteering, or display 
opportunities, 
email bruthenartandinfo@aussiebroadband.
com.au or phone Joy on 0490 819 507. 

Bruthen Football 
Netball Club 

celebrate 
NAIDOC Week 

It was another strong day for Bruthen during 
NAIDOC round against Swifts Creek away from 
home. The senior side producing a determined 
performance, showing plenty of fight throughout 
the contest. The Dogs got the job done by 32 
points, 115 to 83. 
The junior team also impressed, displaying 
great teamwork and effort, with several young 
players continuing their excellent development. 
Unfortunately, we went down 68 to 8. 
Across both grades, there were plenty of 
positives to take away as the Bulldogs continue 
to build towards the business end of the 
season. 
The Dogs' Dylan Somerville was fantastic all 
day in the midfield and earned the NAIDOC 
medal in the seniors, while Swifts Creek's Jake 
Sheean earned the junior medal 

mailto:bruthenartandinfo@aussiebroadband.com.au
mailto:bruthenartandinfo@aussiebroadband.com.au
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Celebrating NAIDOC Week 


