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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners 
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging. 

The Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored this month by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance & Metung 

Zombies invade Bruthen 
in new video clip by local band IO  
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October’s edition of Tambo Rambler saw the heart-
warming story of Rosey the Galah who was hit by a 
car in Ronald Street and her pathway to good health 
thanks to Treehouse Wildlife Refuge in Metung. 
The Rambler can report that Rosey is now off and 
flying with her new mob but does return to the 
shelter’s verandah on occasion to say “hello”. 
Treehouse Wildlife Refuge is a haven for wombats, 
rednecked wallabies, swamp wallabies, kangaroos 
and a multitude of birds that are in protective care. 
Couple, Vonnie and Geoff bought the property in 
1998 as a holiday retreat. They moved there full-time 
10 years ago and their concern for the amount of 
injured and road killed wildlife in their vicinity saw 
them register officially as a wildlife shelter in 2017. 
Together they have a wealth of hands-on experience 
as Wildlife Carers and Educators spanning well over 
30 years. 
Before settling in Metung, Geoff, a retired Medical 
Scientist (whose expertise is in pathology) worked 
with a variety of wildlife groups but particularly The 
Victorian Native Mammal Survey Group (a Fisheries 
and Wildlife initiative). Once a month a group of 
between 20 – 30 volunteers would camp for two to 
three nights in selected, threatened bushland to 
assess the health and wellbeing of wildlife in the 
area. In the early days animals would be carefully 
live trapped, identified and have a health check 
before being recorded and released. Most work was 
done at night due to the habits of native mammals. 
Spotlighting of Owls, Gliders and Possums was also 
carried out at night and the vegetation and 
environment recorded. This type of wildlife surveying 
led to the initial mapping of the distribution of 
Victoria’s fauna emblem, Leadbeater Possum, which 
had been declared extinct until rediscovered in the 
highland forests near Marysville in 1961. 
These days, wildlife 
cameras and drones are 
used to monitor the 
environment; a much less 
invasive way of gathering 
comprehensive information 
on native wildlife and feral 
species such as cats and 
foxes. 
“Taking on injured animals is 
challenging and demanding 
work with a need for 
unconditional love and the 
ability to harden up when it’s 
time to release them back 
into the wild,” says Vonnie. 
This full-time, 24-hour commitment is not possible 
for everyone but Vonnie was keen for us to report 
that for those who want to help, but can’t have a 
shelter, there are other roles to play and workshops 
to help support. As well as carers, there is a need for 
Rescuers and Transporters; ie people to collect 

injured wildlife from an accident site or take them to 
veterinary appointments or onto other shelters. 
Australian wildlife is unique in that we have many 
marsupial species many of which are nocturnal. One 
consequence of this is that when animals are injured 
by contact with cars there may be a joey still in a 
pouch or one dependent on a mother for feeding.  
Joeys can survive in a mother’s pouch for several 
days so it is important to report injured animals to 
Wildlife Victoria (8300 7400) so that a carer can 
check for the presence of a joey. This applies to 
kangaroos, wallabies, wombats, and possums. The 
couple are committed to releasing animals which 
have been in care and are self-sufficient back into a 
similar, appropriate environment to where they were 
rescued. Their 30 acre wildlife shelter is a natural 
pristine habitat for swamp wallabies so they are able 
to be released there. 
When The Rambler visited them they had five 
kangaroo joeys which had been in their care for 12 
months and will be released back into grassy 
woodland when the time comes. 
“Shelters help each other, depending on where they 
are situated so we can work together to release 
healthy animals in appropriate habitat,” says Vonnie. 
“Joeys must be fed a special milk formula every few 
hours for up to a year before they become self 
sufficient, at which time they would normally be out 
of their mother’s pouch. Native wildlife joeys cannot 
tolerate cows milk. We work closely with other local 
shelters such as the Bruthen Bat and Roo shelter 
with whom we share resources and wildlife care.” 
“Wildlife shelters and carers are all licensed by 
DELWP, as all native wildlife in Australia is 
protected by law except where permits are given for 
culling. Unfortunately no permits are required for 
destruction of wildlife habitat. All wildlife carers and 
rescuers are volunteers who are dedicated to the 
welfare of native wildlife. It costs many thousands of 
dollars per year for animal formula, Vet fees and 
provision of care facilities. Occasional grants from 
wildlife support groups helps but ultimately it is the 
wildlife shelter that bears most of the costs. 
Although most carers and shelters are autonomous, 
wildlife rescues across Victoria are largely 
coordinated by Wildlife Victoria that operates a 
fantastic 24 hour hot line to contact rescuers about 
injured or distressed native wildlife.” As members of 
Trust for Nature, Geoff and Vonnie have arranged a 
Covenant on their land stating that it is permanently 
committed to being a wildlife habitat, promising that 
their environment of some 30 acres will be protected 
forever. Continuity of this commitment legally 
applies even if the property is sold. Bat and Roo 
Shelter in Bruthen has also made this commitment 
as have many other shelters.  
 

Continued Page 12 

Treehouse provides lifeline for wildlife 

The Leadbeater 
Possum. 
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Bruthen’s Jazz Supper Club night shines 
What a beautiful evening of fantastic jazz with singer 
Emma Gilmartin supported by musicians from the 
Paul Williams quartet, (sadly minus Paul as he was 
stuck in Melbourne due to flooding.) 
We have heard nothing but good reports from the 
lucky people who came along to Bruthen Hall for the 
Jazz Supper Club event on Saturday, October 15. 
The band was awesome and Emma had such a 
lovely singing voice.  A sure sign that everyone was 
listening and enjoying the show was the fact that no 
one seemed to be talking while they were playing. 
As the night wore on dancers made their way to the 
floor and kicked up their heels – literally for 
some.  The gorgeous 1920’s style dresses and men 
in suits added to the atmosphere. It was a little like 
stepping back in time. 
A huge thankyou goes out to the band, all those 
people who dressed up for our Jazz Era theme and 
our wonderful Arts and Events Council team who 
worked hard to make the evening a success. The 
hall was decked out in black with bronze coloured 
balloons, some fancy looking lamps, bling, fairy 
lights and flowers.  The archway at the entrance 
was covered in flowers and lights. 
Mez and Amanda prepared some delicious food and 
each table had a platter of finger food to graze on 
while Bullant beer, mid strength beer, wines and soft 
drinks were available at the bar manned by Nisia 
and Duncan. Jeff, Alan. Marj, Phil, Eva (Lesley’s 
friend from Broome), Lahnie, Dave, Joy and Pam all 
helped to make the evening one to remember. 

Three great shows have been booked 
for next year already so watch out for 
more about them in the new year.  It 
seems to be an ongoing saga but the 
Finucane and Smith burlesque show 
has been postponed, again, until next 
year when it is hoped it will attract 
some good crowds.  Apologies to 
anyone looking forward to seeing them 
in November.   We will let you know as soon as the 
dates have been set. 
Watch the Bruthen Presents Facebook page for 
updates. 

- Joy Manley 
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Phoenix Art Studio & Gallery 
0438 035 777  61 Main Street Bruthen 

Open Wednesday—Sunday 
10.30am –3.30pm 
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Classic and Historic Car Clubs of Australia 
members fuel up at the Bruthen Inn  

A huge crowd of around 200 vintage and retro car-owners from all over Australia stopped in for a delicious 
barbecue lunch at the Bruthen Inn on Sunday, October 30.  
Among them were Rodney Rawlings and his partner Jane, from Bumberrah whose cars are featured here - a 
1960s Mercedes SL 230 and 1928 Dodge Flying Four Roadster.  
"Top job, beautiful meal, beautifully presented, everyone enjoyed themselves, great service and food, lovely 
venue and view. Well done Stretch and your hardworking team!” said Rodney and Jane.  
Rodney and Jane had also enjoyed a delicious dessert at Tanya's Heritage Tearooms. They were all meeting 
up for dinner at the Bairnsdale Oval then onto Marlo the next day for lunch at the pub and for car judging in 
the different categories.   



 

 

 54 Main Street,  
Bruthen.  
Open 7 days  
Ph: 03-51575 415 
 

✓Your local ELGAS Distributor  

✓Supplier of local produce supporting local growers  

✓Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats  

✓Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems 
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)  
 

Shop local – support local employment  
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com  

Teresa Young 
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 

 

 

0429 398 730  
 

teresa.young@atrealty.com.au 
 

http://www.atrealty.com.au/ 
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BRUTHEN OP SHOP 
has RAGS available 

great for any cleaning 
$5 a big black bag all 

cotton!  Can cut to size 

It’s your choice in 2022 
 

Voting is your right. By voting, you get to have a say 
in who represents you in Parliament. That’s what 
our democracy is all about. 
Voting is also a responsibility. If you don’t vote, you 
may get a $92 fine. 
There are many safe and convenient ways you'll be 
able to vote in the 2022 State election. 

 
Early voting 

You don’t need a reason to vote early. 
You can vote at an early voting centre located at the 
former Furniture House building at 104 Macleod 
Street, Bairnsdale between Monday November 14 
and Friday, November 25, from 8:30am to 6pm. 
You can now apply to receive a ballot pack in the 
post for this election. Applications close at 6pm on 
Wednesday, November 23. 
The Victorian Electoral Commission will post you a 
ballot pack from Monday, November 14, after all the 
candidates are known.  
Some voters can enrol as general postal voters. 
This means you do not have to apply for a postal 
vote. Instead, it will be automatically sent to you. 

 
Election day is Saturday, 

November 26. 
Voting centres around the State will be open from 
8am to 6pm. The local voting centre is the Bruthen 
Mechanics Hall, 49 Main Street, Bruthen. 
Voting outside your district may take longer. 

 
If you need help at a voting 

centre 
You can ask a friend, carer, trusted person or one of 
the staff for help.  
Many of the voting centres are wheelchair-
accessible, have hearing loops and information in 
19 languages as well as English.  You can see the 
accessibility rating of each voting centre in the 
voting centre locator. 
To see more please visit 
https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/voting/2022-state-
election/voting-options-during-an-election 

 
The Candidates 

As of going to press the candidates for Gippsland 
East are: 
 
Tim Bull : The Nationals 
Ricky Muir : Shooters, Fishers & Farmers 
Stephen Richardson : Australian Labor Party 
Nissa Ling : Greens 
Sally Court : Animal Justice Party 
Carl John Fechner : Family First Party 

Carols By Candlelight 
 

On Sunday, December 18, St. 
Matthew’s  Anglican Parish of 

Tambo will be hosting Carols by 
Candlelight in the Bruthen Gardens 

by the cenotaph. 
Everyone is welcome, with a free 
BBQ and perhaps a special guest 

might show up. 
The evening starts around 5pm. 
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A resounding cheer echoed around the Sarsfield 
Recreation Reserve on Friday night when news was 
received that the heavily bushfire impacted 
community had finally received funding for a new 
hall and development of the reserve.  
Despite having almost 75% of properties directly 
flame-impacted, including the loss of close to 30% 
of Sarsfield’s homes, the community missed out on 
funding through the Black Summer Bushfire 
Recovery funding last February, due to the 
government ruling that the Rec Reserve 
committee’s ABN rendered them ineligible for 
funding.  
Following an outcry by many sections of the 
community, Sarsfield was promised funding through 
the Community Development Grants program, only 
to see that program axed following the election and 
all applications reassessed yet again.  
Finally, this week the good news arrived that 
Sarsfield was successful in their application and 
would be receiving funding to build a brand-new 
community hall and establish walking trails in the 
nearby bushland. In addition, an exciting new 
community space will be developed including a 
nature-based playground, seating and gathering 
spaces.  
Sarsfield Community Association President, Simon 
Hof, was full of praise for the support the Sarsfield 
community had received. 
“We received enormous support from politicians on 
both sides of the political divide, and across all three 
levels of government. Also, a huge number of 
community members wrote letters and emails in 
support of our project. We can’t thank everyone 
enough. This is a massive achievement for the 
community which reflects many hundreds of hours 
of work from many people,” Simon said.  
Simon explained how desperately the works were 
needed. 
“The Sarsfield Hall is more than 60 years old and 
was constructed by connecting a second-hand 
caravan park kiosk to a school shelter shed. Many 
volunteers have worked hard over the years to 
maintain it, but unfortunately now the building has 
reached the end of its lifespan. The hall was an 
essential refuge for the Sarsfield community 
immediately following the bushfires, and has 
continued to be the focal point for much-needed 
community support activities as we continue the 
long journey of bushfire recovery.”  
Compounding the joy of Sarsfield residents was the 
news that the application by the community of 
Ensay had also been funded. Simon described that 
Ensay’s application had also been rejected under 
the Black Summer Bushfire Recovery funding for 
the same ABN issue. 
“It would have been a hollow victory for us if our 
friends at Ensay had missed out again. We 
congratulate them and are very excited for both 

communities who can now move on with major 
recovery projects.”  
Simon said that the Sarsfield Community 
Association was keen to get started on the project. 
“We’ve been assured that a funding agreement with 
the government will be negotiated shortly, which 
means that we’re close to making firm plans to start 
the works. The community of Sarsfield has been 
doing it tough since the bushfires, and the news this 
week has really lifted the spirits of local residents. 
These projects will be a major part of community 
recovery and the facilities will support ongoing 
wellbeing for Sarsfield residents for many decades 
into the future,” Simon said. 

Finally, a new hall for Sarsfield  



 

 

Bruthen Inn 
Hotel 

 

 

Kitchen is open 7 days  

Lunch 12-2pm (excl. Tues)  Dinner 6-8pm  

Tuesdays open from 5pm 

Friday night raffles supporting local  

sporting clubs—10 draws.  

Catering for private functions and community meetings  

Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only  

For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.  
Cheers and beers, Stretch 

Phone (03) 51575201 

Phone: (03) 5157 5307 
 
The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is 
simple: 

 Use local seasonal produce 
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods & 

responsibly stewarded meats 
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce 

tasty food 
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal 

approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer 

 Lunch Special $20 

 Wednesday - Pasta. 

 Thursday - Schnitzel. 

 Friday - Fish & Chips. 

If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in 
and have a taste of one of ten beers on tap 

OPEN 
Wednesday to 

Sunday 
10am to 5pm 

St Matthew’s Anglican 
Church Bruthen 

 
Services every Sunday at 9.30am except the fifth 
Sunday. 
A healing service is held on the third Saturday at 
5pm. 
Services also at St Columb’s Swan Reach on the 
second and fourth Sundays at 11.15am, & at St 
Mary’s Buchan on the third Sunday at 2.30pm. 
ALL WELCOME!! Please come and you are most 
welcome to contact:  
The Rev’d Brian Norris on 0418 633446 

Tambo Rambler   November      Page 9 

Sarsfield Community 
Association AGM 

 
The Sarsfield 
Community Association 
is holding its Annual 
General Meeting and 
Community Dinner on 
Friday, November 25, 
2022 at 6pm at Sarsfield 
Hall. 
Volunteering and 
community support is 
the heart of the Sarsfield 
community and Sarsfield Community Association. 
“It’s kept us all going for the last 2 years and with 
your help it will keep us all going for many years 
to come.” said Sarsfield Community Association 
(SCA) President, Simon Hof. 
Immediately following the AGM, Sarsfield 
Community Association will host the ‘Friday Night 
Feed’ Dinner. 
This dinner is open to the Sarsfield community 
and friends.  
Call for Committee members and volunteers: 
Sarsfield Community Association is anticipating 
another very exciting year ahead.  
You are invited to come and join a vibrant 
community group which works together 
respectfully.  
Voluntary committee members are needed to 
support the delivery of Sarsfield Community 
Association goals.  
This includes attending SCA meetings (currently 
fortnightly) and contributing to own area of interest 
via sub-committees: Environment and 
Biodiversity, Built Infrastructure/Economics, and/
or Community participation and well-being. 
Whilst all roles are vacated at AGM for 
nominations - President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, general 
committee members - they are particularly 
interested to encourage nominations for President 
and Secretary, important leadership positions.   
All new committee members will be offered 
training and support as needed. 
In addition, the SCA needs volunteer/s to help 
with their website development and maintenance, 
promotion and marketing and events. You don’t 
have to attend meetings to do these roles 
however you would be made to feel very 
welcome.  
You may be looking at a time commitment of 
approximately three to ten hours per fortnight 
depending on the role. 
Chat to Simon Hof, current president, on 0472 
838 149 regarding your interest. 
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The East Gippsland Catchment Management 
Authority (EGCMA) hosted local community 
members aboard the Lady Jodie last month to talk 
about the Tambo River. 
People were invited on a boat tour departing from 
Johnsonville, cruising along the Tambo River to the 
Swan Reach Bridge and out to the mouth of the 
Tambo.  
The purpose of the boat tour was to talk about the 
recent issues the river has faced over the last few 
years, including drought, bushfire effects and 
flooding. 
“Travelling along the river by boat is a great way to 
talk to local people about past, present and future 
river health issues and projects,” said Bec 
Hemming, acting CEO of the EGCMA. 
“When talking about projects, it is easier for people 
to get a better understanding when you can 
physically point to the area you are talking about,” 
added Bec. 
The EGCMA and partners have undertaken many 
types of projects on the Tambo River, including 
installing fish habitats, fencing, weed control and 
bank stabilisation projects.  Tours like this are made 
possible with funding from the Victorian Government 
for bushfire recovery. 

Touring the Tambo 



 

 

In spite of a rather wet and cold winter, many have 
enjoyed the Barefoot Bowls nights on alternate 
Fridays, with great meals provided by some very 
willing and able chefs. With daylight savings upon 
us, these nights have reverted to Every Thursday 
until April 2023, from 5.30pm. 
Come along and check it out! 
October marked the start of the Pennant season, 
during which the nine other clubs of the East 
Division of the Gippsland Bowls Region play against 
each other. While this is the more serious side of 
bowling, it is also a lot of fun. 
Information leaflets have recently been distributed 
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From Page 3 
As Spring is now here Vonnie and Geoff know the 
shelter will get increasingly busy and demand even 
more commitment 24/7 round-the-clock care. They 
have invited The Rambler to return and see them 
again. 
Visiting them was a fantastic experience and I will 
definitely keep in touch. 
In passing, Geoff mentioned that 50% of the world’s 
insects have become extinct in the last 20 years! It’s 
not only a very sobering thought, but terrifying as 
most life on earth is supported by insects.  He 
referred to a book - The Insect Crisis by Oliver 
Milman and also to Silent Spring by Rachel Carson, 
first published in 1962, that is even more relevant 
today. Both absolute must-reads for anyone 
concerned about our environment. 

Treehouse provides lifeline for Wildlife 
Trust for Nature: If you are interested in committing 
your property to the preservation of wildlife habitat 
google ‘Trust for Nature’ for details. Preserving 
wildlife habitat is the only way we can sustain our 
Native species be that through Government or 
Private commitment. 
Wildlife Victoria: Vonnie and Geoff work with Wildlife 
Victoria which coordinates rescues of injured wildlife 
across Victoria and also arranges workshops and 
education for people interested in becoming support 
volunteers for wildlife shelters. Transporters and 
Rescuers are fundamental to saving injured 
animals. 
Wildlife Victoria for information. (8400 7300) 
Treehouse Wildlife Rescue Metung Tel: 0419 345 
820 

around the local area, inviting residents to come and 
have a go, and Barefoot Bowls is a great place to 
start. It is not an expensive game, and bowls are 
available for use, as well as coaching, in a friendly 
atmosphere. Bruthen Bowling Club is a small one 
which has lost a few members recently for various 
reasons, and is open to all age groups. 
New Members Urgently Required!  No 
Experience Necessary!! 
For all enquiries regarding any of the above, please 
contact the President on 0418 330311, or the 
Secretary on 0409 608782. 

Bruthen Bowling Club News 

Our disappearing 
river bank 

 
 
It was alarming to see four more trees fall into the 
river near the Tambo River road bridge after the most 
recent flood. The East Gippsland Catchment 
Management  Authority have been informed by 
several concerned residents of the impending 
destruction of the Town Loop Trail and the 
undermining of the road bridge. 
A helicopter has been surveying the damage as we 
go to print so hopefully more information will be 
available in the next issue   
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It was Snow Camp for the Grades Three and Four at 
Tambo Upper Primary from September 14 to 16. 
Emma describes the excitement of setting off from 
school on 14th. 
“There was one bus and we had lots of Barley Sugar 
for the long and winding road trip to Feathertop 
Chalet at Harrietville. We stopped at Dinner Plain for 
a quick play on the awesome playground, went for a 
nature walk and saw snow.” 
For some of the students, it was the very first time 
they had ever seen snow and they were interested 
to learn about how water in the high-country flows 
down into the waterways and ends up as drinking 
water for many people. Arriving at Feathertop 
Chalet, students settled into their cabins and waited 
for dinner and then a good sleep.  
The next day the group was excited to set off to the 
snow to be introduced to their chosen activity. 
Students had the choice of skiing or snowboarding 
and were fitted out with the gear they needed. Then 
they were off to the Big D for lessons in 
snowboarding or skiing.  
Harry explains how the day started. 
“We started on the flat ground and depending on 
which group you were in you started just learning 
how to get around in the slippery, slushie, cold, wet 
snow. We learned to toe slide and zigzag on the 
snowboard, then we went back to Feathertop Chalet 
and had some free time and dinner. We had meat 
and pasta.” 
The next day the campers were up and dressed 
early, had brekkie and got the snow gear ready to 
put on the bus and head to Mt Hotham. 
This time, lessons were at the summit and it was a 
‘white out’ with snow falling up the top. The student 
reporters explained that “we practised most of the 
skills we had learnt the previous day, but it was still 
very difficult. Depending on our skills, we headed to 
different points of the mountain to slide and snow 
plough. Some of the students were ready to ride the 
lifts and used the orange poles to make it down the 
run. All the other kids stayed at the café and got hot 
chocolate. After we got to the bottom of the summit, 
we went to the café and got hot chocolate too.” 
The group skiing and snowboarding activities were 
very popular, with students choosing their preferred 
options. 
“I had a great time skiing down the hills. I’d been to 
Mt. Hotham before and done more challenging runs, 
but it was great to have my classmates, friends and 
teacher there with me,” said Bodhi Van Dijk.  
Snowboarding enthusiast Harry exclaimed: 
“I had a great time at snow camp; I LOVED 
snowboarding!” 
Emma agreed saying “It was so much fun and the 
best part was snowboarding!” 
After a very active day, everyone went back to 
Feathertop Chalet to have a steak and veggie 

Tambo Upper Primary Snow Camp 
dinner. After dinner the students relaxed by 
watching the Despicable Me 3 movie. 
The next day everyone was up early at 6:15 for 
breakfast and then a final snow activity before 
heading off at 2.30pm, arriving back at school at 
5pm.  
Tambo Upper Primary School Snow Camp group 
would like to thank everyone who made the snow 
camp so exciting and fun, including  Sarah at 
Feathertop Chalet; Instructors Beau, Eric, J.B, Rex, 
Holly and Daffodil from Mt.Hotham; bus driver Tim 
‘The Best’;  and of course the teachers and support 
staff who made it all happen.  
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Bruthen Bizarre brings back the bargains 
The sun shone (well, most of the time) when 
Bruthen Bizarre celebrated its tenth birthday on 
Saturday 29 October. Food, drinks and birthday 
cake were provided and a varied group of 
stallholders displayed their wares. Tracey Johnson 
ran activities for the younger folk who made 
colourful flowers and butterflies, while Brent and 
James entertained people with their music. 

And of course there were plenty of treasures to be 
found amongst the Bizarre’s eclectic range of 
goodies. Thanks and congratulations to Lilli, Sue 
and company.  
The Bruthen Bizarre is open Saturdays, Sundays 

and public holidays 10am to 4pm, and Thursdays to 

Sundays in school holidays. 
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Community Hub 
36 Main Street Bruthen 

9am-1pm Monday (Men’s Shed only) 
10am-4pm Tuesday-Thursday 

10am-1pm Friday 
 

Creative Space 
51 Main Street Bruthen (rear) 

Thursday-Friday 10.30am 
 

Ph: 03 4141 5302 (Community Hub) 
Mobile: 0497 544 490 

Email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/bruthenhouse 

https://bruthendistrict.org.au/bruthen-
district-neighbourhood-house/ 

Coming up on the BDNH calendar: 
 

November 
Tuesday 8th  

Bruthen Remembers 
10.30am Community Hub 

 
Wednesdays  

Art Therapy 
10.30am—12pm Community Hub 

Booking required 
 

Thursday 10th  
Bruthen Bookies 

1pm—3pm  Community Hub 
 

Fridays 

Community Lunch 
Lunch served: 11.45am—12:30pm 

Community Hub 
 

Thursday 17th  
Writing & Colour Workshop 

11am Writing; 1pm Colour 
Creative Space 

 
Saturday 19th 

Bouncebackability Fair & Market 
9am-1pm Bruthen Mechanics Hall   

10am—1pm Creative Space 

Saturday 3rd December  
10am-1pm 
Cost: $30 

• 3-hour workshop on 
indigenous basket weaving by 

local tutor  
• Materials supplied 

• Tea and snacks provided 

Basket Weaving 

 
Get to know how to use your camera, learn 
about photograph composition and get some 
inspiration and ideas to take more photos. 
  
Bring your own camera or use cameras 
supplied by the trainer. Advice can be 
provided on purchasing a camera. Some 
walking is required at outdoor locations. 

When: Wednesday, December 7th 
10am to 1pm  

Where: Community Hub 
36 Main Street, Bruthen 

Cost: $40 per person 

 

Workshops 
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Choir serenades Bruthen Seniors 

A group of Bruthen seniors enjoyed the Welsh 
Male Choir at St Mary's in Bairnsdale last 
month. 
Swimming/aquarobics will continue alternating 
between Lakes Entrance and Bairnsdale. 
Lunch was enjoyed at the Lakes Entrance RSL 
on November 2. 
Lunch on November 16 will be at The Kalimna 
Hotel and the Christmas breakup featuring a 
roast lunch with pudding is at the Bruthen Bowls 
Club on November 30.  
If you would like to join us please phone Sue 
Smith 0407507849. 

Book launch highlights Sarsfield’s achievements 
Renowned conservationist, television celebrity, and 
photographer, Robert Irwin, praised local children 
and youth for their resilience, application and skills 
in a recorded address to 150 members of the 
Sarsfield community. 
The gathering was a celebratory launch of a coffee 
table book of photographs, the culmination of the 
bushfire-recovery project, Sarsfield Snaps. 
Launched in the weeks after fire devastated 
Sarsfield, Clifton Creek and surrounds, Sarsfield 
Snaps brought more than sixty young people 
together, photographing the world around them and 
exhibiting in their local community, in Bairnsdale and 
at Melbourne Zoo. It also involved them making 
public addresses, planning and organising, being 
interviewed by print and television media and in 
assisting children affected by forest fires in Greece. 
Robert displayed and praised the newly published 
book, spoke of the life-affirming attributes of 
photography and expressed his admiration for the 
Sarsfield young people’s achievements. 
The community gathering, featuring food vans and 
entertainments, was addressed solely by the young 
people themselves during which they described and 
reflected on the project milestones and what 
involvement in it has meant to them. 
Ten-year-old Hayden Andrews later spoke about his 
experience living in Sarsfield after the fires. As well 
as the implements needed to start the clean up, 
Hayden said the community needed to ask for 
support for the many things needed to move 
forward. He said a community member asked for a 
couple of cameras so we kids could take photos. 
“This multiplied and soon enough this became what 
we now call Sarsfield Snaps,” Hayden said. 
“I took photos of lots of things but some of the first 
photos I took were of the devastation that the fire 
caused, but most of the photos I took were of the 
rivers and the regrowth of the land. These photos 
helped to show the resilience of the land and the 
people”. 
It was those, he said, that were some of his 
favourite ones. 

Charlotte Biram, another of the project participants, 
thanked the project organisers for the hard work and 
effort they put into the project. 
“It has been a wonderful experience for me not just 
meeting new friends but also being able to take 
photos of things I love,” said Charlotte. 
Charlotte said that one of her favourite experiences 
was the trip to the zoo where she got to see her 
favourite snow leopard and take more photos. 
She said it is wonderful to “get together for the end 
of the project where we were presented with a book 
to look back on in years to come with lots of happy 
memories.” 
Robert Irwin urged the young people to keep going 
ahead with what he described as a positive, 
inspiring and uplifting initiative. 

Robert Irwin of Australia Zoo addressed the 
Sarsfield community gathering 
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I K N 

E D R 

B A W 

L T E L B A R E N L U V N D S 

P I S C H R N Q O X L E T A P 

R Q A E B K Y R X B S E N L B 

S V Z T R N X D E T N C I B G 

O K I A L O V J I D T Y O S S 

Y E L L O W F N E U Q Q Z H W 

W E D N I J G L A S Z O L E S 

O H B W A N I R A U S A C L Y 

L C P R K N Y H A B I T A T S 

L F T C E V D K Y S X T W E S 

O T A V H E T M G R B H U R O 

H L U B R A D I J S R S Z B L 

B J G T O J I I F C O D Z E G 

C O C K A T O O N K W I B L W 

L G N U G J D W N G N D V T J 

GLOSSY BLACK YELLOW RED BROWN SANCTUARY 

TAIL CHEEK JUVENILE HABITAT FOREST CASUARINA 

BREEDING NESTING VULNERABLE HOLLOW COCKATOO SHELTERBELT 

Target Words 

How many words of 
at least Four letters 
can you make? 
Each word must 
include the centre 
letter. And there are 
at least two 9-letter 
words! 
No abbreviations, 
no capitalised 
nouns.  
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oak trees for food and tree hollows for 
breeding. 
Considered Vulnerable in Victoria, the main 
threats to glossy black-cockatoos are 
reductions in food availability and nesting 
sites. The 2020–2021 fire season has 
shown how vulnerable these birds and their 
habitat are, with around 70% of its Victorian 
habitat burnt. 
The Sanctuaries on Private Land for the 
Vulnerable Glossy Black-cockatoo project 
will provide private landowners within the 
glossy black-cockatoo’s known range in 
Victoria (the NSW border to Colquhuon 
Forest near Lake Tyers) with an opportunity 
to set aside areas as either breeding sites 
(hollow bearing trees) or for feeding (such 
as shelterbelts, windbreaks). ‘Stands’ of 
black she-oak can be planted – preferably 
adjoining 
forested areas 
within its known 
distribution. 

Calyptorhynchus lathami 
 

Glossy black-cockatoos are quiet, 
unobtrusive birds that move in small family 
groups and are distinguished by the 
combination of red tail panels, barred in 
juveniles, and a brown head. Females also 
have irregular yellow blotches on their head. 
There are two other species of black-
cockatoo in Victoria, the yellow-tailed and 
red-tailed black-cockatoos. 
The red-tailed black-cockatoo lacks the 
brown head feathers and are only found in 
south-west Victoria. If you see a yellow tail, 
a single yellow cheek patch, or a spotty 
head then it’s not a ‘glossy black’. 
Glossy black-cockatoos depend almost 
solely on Casuarina littoralis (black she-oak) 
cones for food and many of these were lost 
to fire. 
The glossy black-cockatoo is the smallest of 
Australia’s five black cockatoos and is highly 
dependent on the distribution of black she-



 

 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
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The East Gippsland Shire Council is proud to 
present the STAY EXPO in Buchan on 
Wednesday the 16th of November 2022. 
STAY presents a full day of information, 
presentations and exhibits focused on the 
Accommodation Industry in our region. 
Topics will range from first steps and planning 
right through to prefab accommodation options 
and how to present the perfect B&B. 
Speakers include Richard Hoxley from 
Crowther & Sadler - Town and Regional 
Planning, Ian Riley from prefab 
accommodation company BigTiny Homes and 
Jen Clark from the “Hosting with Heart” 
podcast, just to name a few. 
A networking dinner will be held at the Buchan 
Caves Hotel in the early evening with an Astro 
Tourism experience to take place as the stars 
come out and if weather permits. 
Tickets for the daytime EXPO event and the 
separate evening activities are available via 

Eventbrite and bookings are a must. 
STAY - The East Gippsland Accommodation 
EXPO Tickets, Wed 16/11/2022 at 9:30 am | 
Eventbrite 
Tickets will be capped so be sure not to miss 
out on what will be a great day full of inspiration 
for those already providing accommodation in 
East Gippsland or those planning to get 
involved. 
 For more information on presenters and 
exhibitors, check out the STAY Facebook 
page : https://www.facebook.com/
groups/3244944172451335/ 

Are you interested in supplying accommodation in our area? 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

 

Bruthen - Bairnsdale  
Bus Timetable 

Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711 

Bruthen to 
Bairnsdale 
Morning 

Monday & 
Friday AM 

Tues, Wed, 
Thurs AM 

Bruthen (opp) General Store 08:10 am 09:50 am 

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am 10:20 am 

Bairnsdale Train Station 08:35 am 10:30 am 

Bairnsdale to Bruthen 
Afternoon 

Mon to 
Thurs PM 

Friday PM 

Bairnsdale Train Station 1:25 pm 3:40 pm 

Corner Chemist (Service & Main 
Street) 

1:30 pm 3:45 pm 

Bruthen, Station &  
Great Alpine Rd 

2:00 pm 4:15 pm 

Phone 51524225 or 1300 555 886 
www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au 

Wed 

Tambo Upper**  
(near school)  9.00 am – 9.45 am 

Bruthen (Main Street)  10.00 am – 11.15 am 

Nowa Nowa (Mingling 
Waters C/park) 1.30 pm – 2.00 pm 

Thu 
Bruthen** (near kinder)  10.45 am – 11.15 am 

 Sites marked** are not visited during school holidays 
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Mobile Library 



 

 

In event of an emergency 

Bruthen has 3 Heart Start 
Defibrillators  

Located at 

Bruthen General Store  
6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days) 

Bruthen Rec Reserve  
for sports events / Caravan Park 

Bruthen Police Station  
Note: under 24/7 video surveillance 

 

East 
Link Toll 
Passes 

Photocopying  
And 

Facsimile 
 Service 

Bruthen Licensed Post Office         
(Est.1893) 

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,  
Western Union Money Transfer,  

Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery, 
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak 

& Australia Post Postal Services 
 

Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209 

Injured Wildlife Rescue  
When you find injured wildlife please keep these 
details in case of emergency: 
WILDLIFE SHELTERS 
Jade Whittingham 
Wombat Wisdom, (Bairnsdale), 0473 446 161  
Holly Corbett  
Holly's Wildlife Rescue (No bats) (530 Bairnsdale 
Dargo Rd Hillside 3875), 0432 539 408  
Suzie 
Waterholes Wildlife Shelter Clifton Creek Koala 
specialist, 0447 470 905. 
Geoff Nicol 
Treehouse Wildlife Refuge Metung, 0419 345 820 
Birds, wombats, kangaroos, etc 
 

Tai Chi 
For all those people wanting to spring in to summer, 
Tai Chi is a series of gentle movements to 
encourage flexibility and mindfulness. Yes, the 
space is heated, and classes are on Mondays from 
10.30 to 11.30am in the Bruthen Mechanics Hall. 

EVENTS & NOTICES 
Increased patronage is needed for the class to 
continue, so please think about trying it out.  Any 
enquiries please call 0439 812 166. 
 

Community Lunch  
Did you know that the Bruthen and District 
Neighbourhood House provides free, freshly cooked 
meals, consisting of a main course and dessert, 
each Friday?  
Lunch is served from 11:45 to 12:30. (House closes 
at 1pm)   
These Friday get-togethers are relaxed and friendly 
Everyone is welcome. Please let the crew at 
Neighbourhood House know if you're coming.   
03 4141 5302 or info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au  
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ALMON 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen 

Turning And Milling 
Welding Aluminum & Steel 

Cylinder Head Repair 

Phone Andrew 5157-5486 

Chris Fella 
Qualified Carpenter 

Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New 
Houses, Fencing  

20 Year Experience 
TFN 195 357 871 

MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198 
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com 

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES 
 

Peter Weeks 
Specialising in Gas Installations 

Conversion and Maintenance 

General Plumbing 
 

Lic No 21065 Mobile:  0418 516 745 

 

ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS 
Data, Phone, Security Alarms 

Craig Prior 
Ph 5157 5104 
0417 318 363 

R.E.C. 16896 

TRADES AND SERVICES 

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS 

70 Main Street, Bruthen 
bruthenstation@gmail.com 

 

BP Bruthen 
'Personal service with a smile' 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

UNDER NEW 

MANAGEMENT 
 

 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

6.30AM—6.30PM 
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Closing date for December issue is Nov 25. 

Please send your articles by e-mail only to: 
tamborambler@gmail.com  

(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please 
PDF format will no longer be accepted.) 

Tambo Rambler is distributed across East Gippsland via 
email and on the web page at  
https://bruthendistrict.org.au/tambo-rambler/ 
 
We also distribute to Government representatives, 
Bairnsdale Library, Victorian State Library, and local 
Historical Societies   
Hard copies are available in Bruthen at the P.O, General 
Store, Oppe Shoppe, Bakery, Blue Bee, Hotel and 
Neighbourhood House for a gold coin donation. 

The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility 
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.    

The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and 
to edit submissions if necessary 

All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and 
phone number. They may be published anonymously if preferred. 

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs  
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options 
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00  
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00  
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00 
 1/2 page - Cost  $50.00  
 Full page - Cost  $100.00  
25% discount for BDCA Members,  
(only applies to black and white adverts) 
 

COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page  
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for 

that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler   
 Cost - $165 per edition 
 

COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page  
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that 

month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler    
 Cost - $100 per edition 
 

COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page  
Full Colour Promotional Package 
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert 

placed on the inside cover of the Tambo 
Rambler 

 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for 
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler  

 Cost - $65 per edition 
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Zompocolypse! 

What a great day Bruthen was treated to on 
Saturday, November 5, when a gallant team of 
humans faced off against a horde of zombies. 
Who knew so many locals had such a knack for the 
delightfully ghoulish? People of all ages came 
dressed in some very creative outfits, and the make-
up was out of this world. The make-up was expertly 
provided by Carly and Cat. 
The battle was in essence an epic game of tag 
spread across various sites in town, with “humans” 
able to defend themselves with Nerf Blasters, foam 
pool noodles or rolled up socks. Many participants 
were already familiar with the rules of play, but these 
were gone through again with everyone at the 
starting point in the grounds of Bruthen Primary 
School. This was a carefully thought-out and 
managed event, with an emphasis on safety, 
courtesy, personal responsibility and mutual respect. 
Marshals were on duty at strategic points and there 
were various designated Safe Zones. It is a credit to 
all involved that this was such a happy fun event. 
When the gameplay was over everyone gathered 
again at the Mechanics Hall to enjoy food, games 
and music.  
To top off the day, Brent Hodgkins’ band IO (with 
Brent on guitar and vocals, James on drums and 
Marty on bass) rocked their original number 
‘Terrified of Zombies’ on a stage they had set up 
inside the Mechanics’ Hall, while a crazed group of 
… you know who … advanced towards the mosh pit. 
You’ll be able to see that video soon on  YouTube: 
Warrior Records, or check Brent’s Facebook page. 
And we’ll keep you posted in the December issue.  
A huge thankyou to Jon Whitfield and Lauren 
Manley and their band of helpers, and to Brent and 
Donna, the band and cameramen, for making it all 
happen. 
Funding for this event was kindly provided by the 
East Gippsland Shire Council and Regional 
Development Victoria. 
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Bouncebackability 
Fair & Market 

Bruthen  

Free event featuring market stalls, children's activities, 
BBQ, coffee, and community agency information. 

Saturday Nov 19, 10am-2pm 
Mechanics Hall and grounds  

49 Main Street, Bruthen  

Market stalls $10 
info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au 0497 544 490 


