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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners 
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging. 

The Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored this month by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance & Metung 

Orange Fair blossoms 



 

 

Very Top Left : Cancer Council of Victoria 
fundraisers. 
Above : Stallholder Mellissa with her hand 
crafted jewellery. 
Left, Top Right & Middle Left : Students art-
work. 
 

Bruthen & District Neighbourhood 
House Manager Annie Pearce with East 
Gippsland Shire Councillor Tom Crooke. 
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After two long years of lockdowns, we were finally 
able to hold our Orange Fair Market, which turned 
out to be a huge success. Bruthen was blessed with 
a beautiful sunny day, and we had a great turn-out 
of people, many of them dressed in orange. 
There was a varied range of stalls to browse 
through with all sorts of goods on offer: fabric 
creations of all sorts from quilts to bags, tea-cosies 
and vibrant clothing; jewellery and accessories; 
hand-crafted timber goods such as clocks, wooden 
decor, chopping boards, bowls and utensils; herbal 
teas, bush tucker seasonings, soaps, candles, 
fossils, polished shells, books, toys and more. 
Food was plentiful and delicious: yummy wood-fired 
pizzas from the Pizza Truck, OMG Decadent 
Donuts, lollies and other goodies from Jimage’s 
Sweet and Sour stall, and a free BBQ put on by the 
Neighbourhood House, with lovely live music from 
Heather Wordsworth.  
The many children who attended were invited to 
participate in the Orange Olympics hosted by the 
fabulous Eva Grunden. They were very eager to join 
in and vie for a medal in the games that were 
organised for them, such as the orange spoon race, 
shot put and other fun events.  
We were very glad to have Bruthen Primary School 
and Tambo Upper Primary School showcase their 
students’ amazing orange artwork. On display in the 
hall were orange sculptures and paintings, orange 
lanterns, and even orange people and creatures that 
these talented students created.  
We were also lucky enough to have Tanja 
Hennekam host Marmalade Jam workshops. This 
was a very popular event with the kitchen filled up 
with participants and observers who got to take 
home a jar of their freshly made marmalade jam at 
the end of the day.  
From the Bruthen and District Neighbourhood 
House, we would like to say a huge thank you to all 
our volunteers for their time and efforts in making 
this day as successful as it was. We are also very 
grateful to Bruthen Primary School and Tambo 
Upper Primary School students and teachers who 

took the time to participate in 
our Orange Art exhibit, and 
helped us to promote the 
Orange Fair throughout the 
community. We are truly 
blessed to be part of such an 
active and connected 
neighbourhood. 
We would also like to thank the 
East Gippsland Shire Council for their support and 
the Bruthen Bakery for supplying the bread. 
We look forward to our next major event on October 
29, which will be our annual Bruthen 
Bouncebackability.  

Bruthen’s Orange Fair blossoms 
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Garden to Plate Program 

 

Bruthen Primary School’s vegetable garden 
is currently being replanted in readiness for 
another bumper crop in 2022 . The key to 
their success is the recycling processes in 
place which enrich and fertilise the garden 
bed soil. Waste from their chook house has 
been fermenting and  is now being used to 

produce a liquid fertiliser and compost to 
regenerate the garden beds. This process     
involves separating  the solid and liquid 
matter by passing  it through a sieve. The 
liquid fertiliser is then diluted with water  
and used to feed the plants throughout the 
year. 
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Every Tuesday a small group of students work with 
Kelli and volunteer mums/dads/grandparents to        
prepare a special lunch for the day, they call this 
Tucker Tuesday. 
Students also get to transfer understandings 
from literacy, numeracy, science, art, and health 
into everyday real life situations. 
 

• Calculating produce quantities (Estimating and 
calculating ratios) 

• Reading  and following recipes  
(Understanding Procedural Texts) 

• Converting the recipe quantities to cater for 
additional people (Multiplicative Thinking-
doubling,  tripling quantities, converting 
fractions to mixed fractions, eg: 3/4 of a cup of 
flour X 3=21/4 cups) 

• Measuring ingredients (Understanding 
volume, capacity and mass, reading scales, 
weighing objects, measuring accurately, 
understanding equivalence (1 cup = 250g), 
understanding units of measurement grams, 
kilograms, millilitres, litres) 

• Reading and setting the  temperature on the 
oven, keeping track of the cooking time. 

(degrees, minutes) 

• Mixing ingredients for different chemical 
reactions (understanding solids, liquids & 
gases, how to blend different ingredients 
together, such as butter and sugar, the effects 
of bicarb soda, learning how to stop the 
mixture from sticking to different surfaces) 

• Decorating and Plating skills (Creative Arts) 

• Hygiene practices when cooking. (Don’t be 
tempted to lick the spoon!) 

  
They also learn to use utensils and operate 
cooking devices safely. 
 

• How to use the blender, mixmaster, sieve, 
ladle,  spatula, measuring cups and spoons, 
kitchen     scissors, whisk and beaters, can 
opener,  peeler, grater, tongs, microwave, 
different pots and pans. 

• The difference between chopping, slicing and 
dicing and how to do this without chopping off 
any fingers. 

• How to be safe when cooking on hot elements 

and how to remove hot items from the oven 

safely. 

Students don’t just grow fresh produce, 
they also learn how to prepare meals 

using the food they have grown  



 

 

Phoenix Art Studio & Gallery 
0438 035 777  61 Main Street Bruthen 

Open Wednesday—Sunday 
10.30am –3.30pm 
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Todd Cook made the Mechanics Hall jump 

Bruthen Mechanics Hall was jumping on Saturday, July 
16, with the launch of Todd Cook and the Rufous 
Whistlers new EP. 
A crowd of about 80 lucky people ventured out on a chilly 
night into the welcoming warmth of the heated space. 

We were all so glad we did. It was a full night’s 
entertainment with three acts at little cost.  
The Alley Cats Choir opened with a few rousing and 
harmonious songs, accompanied by Todd’s band 
members. Harry Hook (Harry Hookey is Real) followed 
with some beautiful guitar playing and heartfelt crowd-
pleasing songs. His melodious “Every River” and hilarious 
“No Snake in the Tree” were real highlights.  Harry has 
lived in Nashville, toured internationally and previously 
won the International Song-writing Competition in 2014. 
It was wonderful to watch Todd and his amazing band 
light up with the hall with his earthy and passionate 
songs. He switches from gutsy, driving songs to intricate 
finger-picking ballads. “Salt of the Earth” and “Bruthen 
Floods” particularly resonated with the audience.  We are 
blessed to have such talent in our tiny little town. Here’s 
what Todd wrote about the night on Facebook. 
“What a night at the Bruthen Mechanics Hall last 
Saturday. It was so special to have an attentive audience 
that sang along, stomped and carved it up on the dance 
floor. Brent Hodgkins , Martin Potts Geoff Stagg and 
Hilary Rigg were amazing as usual and to be joined on 
stage with Alleycats Community Choir, Nick Moffat and 
Harry Hook is Real was extremely special. Massive 
thanks to Bern and Dave Butler for getting the hall to 
sound amazing. We look forward to sharing some live 
video and recording with you soon.”  
“Please have a listen to the new EP if you get the chance, 
it’s up on all streaming services.” 
Facebook.com/toddcook.com 
@toddcook 
Toddcookbandcamp.com 
Toddcook.com.au 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

 

 54 Main Street,  
Bruthen.  
Open 7 days  
Ph: 03-51575 415 
 

✓Your local ELGAS Distributor  

✓Supplier of local produce supporting local growers  

✓Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats  

✓Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems 
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)  
 

Shop local – support local employment  
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com  

Teresa Young 
LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 

 

 

0429 398 730  
 

teresa.young@atrealty.com.au 
 

http://www.atrealty.com.au/ 
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BRUTHEN OP SHOP 
has 

RAGS available 
great for any cleaning 

$5 a big black bag 
all cotton!! 

Can cut to size 

On Friday 22 July, Velma Calvert was treated to a 
surprise gathering at the Bruthen Op Shop to 
celebrate her upcoming 90th birthday. 
Velma has worked as a volunteer at the Op Shop 
since it began. She was assistant to the builders, 
supplying tea, biscuits, and cleaning while the shop 
was under construction. 
Now residing in Bairnsdale, Velma would be well 
known to locals as having lived at Dirty Hollow, 
where she and husband Laurie (now deceased) 
raised their family and ran their farm. In the early 
days, Velma would ride her pushbike from 
Bairnsdale to the property each Saturday, after she 
finished work at Jackson’s Grocers. She and 
husband-to-be Laurie built the house from the 
stumps up. They agreed not to marry until the house 
was completed. On Sunday evenings after two days 
building, the bike was put in the back of the ute for 
the return trip, so at least she didn’t have to navigate 
the up-slope of the Sand Hill! 
On the following Friday, July 29, again at the Op 
Shop, some of the Rambler team were lucky 
enough to meet a very special guest of Velma’s. 
This was Doug Bolken, from North Dakota, USA, 
who had first met Velma, Laurie and their three 
boys, 40 years ago. He had come to Australia as an 
exchange student under the AFS (American Field 
Service) program. Turning 17 the day after his 
arrival, he ended up spending 4 months with Velma 
and her family. He quickly came to love this part of 
the country, and says this was a magical time for 
him. Velma, he says, is just wonderful, and clearly 
the connection between him (and later his family) 
and Velma and her family are strong and enduring. 
Doug has come back to Australia several times, and 
Velma has visited the US three times with different 
family members, once to celebrate Doug’s son’s 
graduation.  
Best wishes to you Velma from the Rambler crew! 
 

A special birthday 



 

 

Tambo Rambler     August         Page 8 

Bruthen & District Lions Club 
spearheads several projects in region 

The Bruthen & District Lions Club was fortunate 
enough to secure a grant from the Lions Multi 
District Disaster Recovery Project.  
The project has fully funded the development of a 
new toilet block at the Bruthen Lions Park / Skate 
Park.   
The club looks forward to hosting an official 
opening/BBQ for the community, when works are 
completed and the weather is warmer. 
East Gippsland Timber Milling project update:  
The Bruthen & District Lions Club is proud to be the 
lead Lions club for the Timber Milling Project. 
The project has so far been able to support many 
landholders in East Gippsland. The project is a free 
service and is able to mill timber that had fallen in 
the Black Summer fires.  To date has produced just 
over $1 million in lumber that would have rotted or 
been chipped or burnt. The timber has been utilised 
for a variety of needs identified by the landholder, 
such as yards,  fencing and shedding. All waste 
products from the milling process are mulched for 
use by the landholder and the sawdust is also 
utilised. The project is about to start to offer a 
replanting program to replace the lost trees as well.   
There are currently two milling teams in operation 
and a third is about to hit the ground.  
The project is a joint effort by Lions, Rotary and a 
number of other philanthropic organisations. 
For enquiries please call the project administer 
Debbie Brient on 0456603987 or email 
debbiebrientegmp@gmail.com. For those already 
registered the club definitely hasn’t forgotten you, 
please be patient. 

Above: The new toilet block at the 
Bruthen Lions Park and Skate Park. 

Above & 
Left : The 
East 
Gippsland 
Timber 
Milling 
Project 
team with 
their saw 
mill team. 

mailto:debbiebrientegmp@gmail.com


 

 

Bruthen Inn 
Hotel 

 

 

Kitchen is open 7 days  

Lunch 12-2pm (excl. Tues)  Dinner 6-8pm  

Tuesdays open from 5pm 

Friday night raffles supporting local  

sporting clubs—10 draws.  

Catering for private functions and community meetings  

Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only  

For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.  
Cheers and beers, Stretch 

Phone (03) 51575201 

The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is 
simple: 

 Use local seasonal produce 
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods & 

responsibly stewarded meats 
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce 

tasty food 
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal 

approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer 

 Lunch Special $20 

 Wednesday - Pasta. 

 Thursday - Schnitzel. 

 Friday - Fish & Chips. 

If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in 
and have a taste of one of ten beers on tap 

OPEN 
Wednesday to 

Sunday 
10am to 5pm 

Phone 5157 5307 

St Matthew’s Anglican 
Church Bruthen 

 
Services every Sunday at 9.30am except the fifth 
Sunday. 
A healing service is held on the third Saturday at 
5pm. 
Services also at St Columb’s Swan Reach on the 
second and fourth Sundays at 11.15am, & at St 
Mary’s Buchan on the third Sunday at 2.30pm. 
ALL WELCOME!! Please come and you are most 
welcome to contact:  
The Rev’d Brian Norris on 0418 633446 
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Bruthen Streetscape 
Update 

At the recent Bruthen and District Citizen’s 
Association Annual General Meeting interest was 
expressed in the progression of the Bruthen 
Streetscape Project. 
Information was circulated by Council to every 
household as part of the planning for the upgrade. 
Whilst the feedback period has closed, there is good 
information about all the community feedback and 
responses to the issues raised. 
Council is waiting for VicRoads agreement to start 
the road and drainage infrastructure construction 
works. 
The landscaping and toilet block design are well 
underway and when finalised documents are ready, 
they will be uploaded on the East Gippsland Shire 
Council’s YourSay page and distributed to the 
BDCA. 
The Bruthen Lion’s Club Park toilet block is nearing 
completion and will be opening soon.  

 

 

Pets 
Corner  

Bruthen local 
Wally 
(human) and 
Jack (dog) 
out and about 
in town. 



 

 

Community Hub 
36 Main Street Bruthen 

9am-1pm Monday (Men’s Shed only) 
10am-4pm Tuesday-Thursday 

10am-1pm Friday 
 

Creative Space 
51 Main Street Bruthen (rear) 

Thursday-Friday 10.30am 
 

Ph: 03 4141 5302 (Community Hub) 
Mobile: 0497 544 490 

Email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/bruthenhouse 

https://bruthendistrict.org.au/bruthen-
district-neighbourhood-house/ 

Coming up on the BDNH calendar: 
 

August 
Tuesday 9th  

Bruthen Remembers 
10.30am Community Hub 

 

Thursday 11th 
Bruthen Bookies 

1pm Community Hub 
 

Thursday 18th 
Writing & Colour 

11am—3pm Creative Space 
 

Saturday 20th 
Home Energy Efficiency Workshop 
9am-5pm Bruthen Mechanics Hall 

 

September 
Thursday 8th 

Bruthen Bookies 
1pm Community Hub 

 

Tuesday 13th  
Bruthen Remembers 

10.30am Community Hub 
 

Thursday 15th 
Writing & Colour 

11am—3pm Creative Space 
 
 

October - Saturday 29th 
Bruthen Bouncebackability 
Main Street Gardens/Mechanics Hall 
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Bruthen 
Angling 

Club 

August  
Sunday 14th 

Daylight to 2:00pm 

Open waters  
Secret weight comp 

At Pete’s place 

September 
Sunday 11th 

Daylight to 3:00pm 

Trout comp 
Weigh-in at Pete’s 

place 

Learn how to make your home 

Energy Efficient 
 

Heating and cooling are often the most 
intense activities in our homes. Join 
sustainable living expert Lucinda 
Flynn for a fun one-day energy 
efficiency course and learn practical, 
low-cost ways to cut your power bills 
and keep your home energy efficient. 
 
$25 lunch included. Bookings essential. 

 

9am-5pm Saturday August 20th 

 

Bruthen Mechanics Hall 
49 Main Street, Bruthen 

 

Contact:  Bruthen & District NH 
03 4141 5302 or 0497 544 490 

Info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au 

mailto:Info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au
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Swordcraft and Battlegames come alive 

As part of the Bruthen Medieval Winter Fire Festival 
the displays and demonstrations by The East 
Gippsland Historical Re-enactment Society which 
were very professional and entertaining, sparked 
an interest in the ancient art of combat in a few 
locals.  
A similarly themed group Swordcraft Bairnsdale is a 
local Live Action Role Play (LARP) group that meets 
once a month for a three hour long battlegame in 
Eastwood with the sounds of war cries in the air and 
the clink of metal. One would almost think they had 
stepped back into the middle ages.  
Rain, hail or shine these mighty warriors battle it out 
over four rounds, that consist of game plans like 
Capture the Flag, Total Inhalation, and Storm the 
Keep, to name a few.  
One of the regular players and board members, 
Fletch, who is also one of the owners of Orion 
Games in Bairnsdale, said. 
"It's a great way to escape the stresses of reality, 
and become your inner medieval warrior." 
Another of the Swordcraft Bairnsdale board 
members, Amyjean Forbes, added "We are just 
starting out, but hope we can grow our numbers 
steadily. Our goal is to just have fun and to build our 
presence in the community. It’s also a great form of 
exercise."  
Players must be 15+ to play, with under 18s 
needing guardian permission. The first game is free 
to new players, after that there is a charge of $5, 
which covers insurance and weapon hire if you don't 
have your own. 
All are welcome to come along and play or watch at 

the Battlegames, which are held on Saturdays at the 
Lucknow Oval on Howitt Avenue, next to the 
Lucknow Primary School. Game sign in starts at 11 
am, with the game kicking off at 12 pm. 
Battlegame Dates: 
6th August 
3rd September 
1st October 
29th October 
26th November 

Players David and Fletch having a 
mock fight before the game. 
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R M N 

E E O 

O T M 

Monotremes are a unique order of mam-

mals that lay eggs rather than giving birth to 

live young. Also, they have no teats but pro-

vide milk for their young through the many 

pores on their belly. There are only three liv-

ing species of monotreme: the duck-billed 

platypus, the short-billed echidna and the 

western long-billed echidna.  

W P O O N K S X L W T D N M F 

S E W P H S T G O N U G O M R 

P I B M I W S R G S W N A G E 

A H R B T R R Q K E O M L E S 

R V D S E U M B G T M I L E H 

T S X Q B D B C E A D B G E W 

Y A B B I E S M L I A X X S A 

T W O R M S E B N R W A L U T 

U C A N D I H C E X N U X O E 

F Y E T X M Y N G L F A P M R 

S U G T M P L A T Y P U S O C 

P V R N O U Q X T O E S P N Q 

T S I R V R O U W Y X K U E C 

U S G U Y F P W R V E T R V M 

I Q S E I C E P S D U Q N N H 

TARGET WORDS 

PLATYPUS WEBBED SPUR MONOTREME SWIM 

PROTECT VENOMOUS BURROW YABBIES FRESHWATER 

MAMMAL ECHIDNA EGGS TRAPS VULNERABLE 

WORMS FURRY DAWN DUSK SPECIES 

How many words of at least 4 letters can you make? Each word must include the centre letter. And there are at 

least two 9-letter words! No abbreviations, no capitalised nouns. 
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The Platypus - Ornithorhynchus anatinus 
The platypus is a well-recognised, but rarely seen, 
animal that lives in and around freshwater creeks 
and rivers. With their sensitive duck-like bill, 
webbed feet, flat paddle-like tail and furry body, 
they can spend long sessions swimming in the 
water searching for small crustaceans and worms 
before climbing into their burrow on the side of 
riverbanks. The best time to see a platypus is at 
dawn or dusk. The Platypus is actually venomous. 
The males have a horny spur on their hind leg that 
they use to defend themselves. If struck by this 
spur, venom is released that can be very painful. 
This venom defence, as well as the ability to lay 
eggs, makes the platypus a rare oddity in the 
mammal world. The platypus is a monotreme, 
which is a special type of mammal - the only other 
monotreme is the echidna. 
Legislation to protect the platypus Since July 2019, 
the Victorian government has banned recreational 
use of opera house traps and other enclosed nets 
to capture crayfish or yabbies in all public and 
private waters throughout the state. The rule aims 
to reduce the number of Platypus, rakali (or water-
rats), turtles and other air-breathing animals 
drowning as bycatch in enclosed traps. In early 
2021, the Victorian State Government announced 
that the platypus is now officially a threatened 
species and listed as Vulnerable in Victoria. 
Conservation in East Gippsland The WIRES 

Platypus Project is assessing the impact of bushfire 
on platypus populations across East Gippsland 
using enviroDNA (eDNA) techniques. eDNA means 
that data can be collated from the environment 
about species without directly touching /handling/
trapping them, so negating the need to stress/
interact directly with the animals involved in the 
study. This project is working with volunteer citizen 
scientists who have been collecting water samples 
across the region. This project was run by East 
Gippsland Landcare Network and supported by 
Landcare Australia with finding from WIRES. 
Have You Seen A Platypus? Become a bushfire 
recovery citizen scientist. Keep an eye out for this 
critter and tell someone about your sighting. Make 
sure you include date, location and a photo if you 
have one. 
Record Any Sightings Citizen Science Apps 
platypusSPOT, VBAgo or iNaturalist Email 
report.gippslandwildlife@delwp.vic.gov.au 
Thanks To These Groups: This project has been 
delivered by Southern Farming Systems and Far 
East Victoria Landcare with support from the 
Gippsland Primary Health Network. 
Gippsland Primary Health Network is supported by 
the Australian Government to deliver the One Good 
Community Wellbeing Grants program to help 
address the long-term impacts of drought and 
bushfires in the region by promoting healing and 
recovery, and building resilience.  



 

 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
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Bruthen - Bairnsdale  
Bus Timetable 

Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711 

Bruthen to 
Bairnsdale 
Morning 

Monday & 
Friday AM 

Tues, Wed, 
Thurs AM 

Bruthen (opp) General Store 08:10 am 09:50 am 

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am 10:20 am 

Bairnsdale Train Station 08:35 am 10:30 am 

Bairnsdale to Bruthen 
Afternoon 

Mon to 
Thurs PM 

Friday PM 

Bairnsdale Train Station 1:25 pm 3:40 pm 

Corner Chemist (Service & Main 
Street) 

1:30 pm 3:45 pm 

Bruthen, Station &  
Great Alpine Rd 

2:00 pm 4:15 pm 

Bruthen Landcare  
 

Bruthen Landcare meeting at Bruthen & 
District Neighbourhood House, Saturday 

August 13, at 11 am. 
Phone 51524225 or 1300 555 886 
www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au 

Wed 

Tambo Upper**  
(near school)  9.00 am – 9.45 am 

Bruthen (Main Street)  10.00 am – 11.15 am 

Nowa Nowa (Mingling 
Waters C/park) 1.30 pm – 2.00 pm 

Thu 
Bruthen** (near kinder)  10.45 am – 11.15 am 

 Sites marked** are not visited during school holidays 
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Mobile Library 



 

 

In event of an emergency 

Bruthen has 3 Heart Start 
Defibrillators  

Located at 

Bruthen General Store  
6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days) 

Bruthen Rec Reserve  
for sports events / Caravan Park 

Bruthen Police Station  
Note: under 24/7 video surveillance 

 

East 
Link Toll 
Passes 

Photocopying  
And 

Facsimile 
 Service 

Bruthen Licensed Post Office         
(Est.1893) 

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,  
Western Union Money Transfer,  

Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery, 
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak 

& Australia Post Postal Services 
 

Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209 

Injured Wildlife Rescue  
When you find injured wildlife please keep these 
details in case of emergency: 
WILDLIFE SHELTERS 
Jade Whittingham 
Wombat Wisdom, (Bairnsdale), 0473 446 161  
Holly Corbett  
Holly's Wildlife Rescue (No bats) (530 Bairnsdale 
Dargo Rd Hillside 3875), 0432 539 408  
Suzie 
Waterholes Wildlife Shelter Clifton Creek Koala 
specialist, 0447 470 905. 

Tai Chi 
For all those people wanting to move their winter 
bodies, Tai Chi is a series of gentle movements to 
encourage flexibility and mindfulness. Yes, the 
space is heated, and classes are on Mondays from 
10.30 to 11.30am in the Bruthen Mechanics 
Hall.Increased patronage is needed for the class to 
continue, so please think about trying it out.  Any 
enquiries please call 0439 812 166. 
 

EVENTS & NOTICES 
Community Lunch  

Community members are looking forward to 
enjoying a two-course lunch at the Community Hub 
(Neighbourhood House), 36 Main Street Bruthen 
each Friday. 
Lunch is freshly cooked each Friday and served 
from 11.45 – 12.30. Everyone is welcome! 
Please call 0497 544 490 to let organisers know you 
are coming. 
 

CFA and Fire Rescue Victoria 
launch online learning kit 

 
Country Fire Authority and Fire Rescue Victoria 
have launched an online learning module to support 
older people and people with disabilities to plan for 
fire emergencies at home.  
The new e-learning module, Prevent, Detect, 
Escape – Home Fire Safety for people at higher risk, 
is the first of its kind in Australia, and has been 
made by CFA and FRV for people at increased fire 
risk, and for people who support or care for them.  
On average, 18 people die in residential house in 
Victoria every year, and people are at higher risk if 
they have difficulties identifying that a fire has 
started, or if they are slower or unable to escape 
from a fire at home. CFA and FRV worked with a 
wide range of stakeholders on the development of 
the module, including people with lived experience 
of disability, carers, support workers, and service 
provider managers or coordinators.  
Sale resident James Griffiths, who is vision 
impaired, was one of 50 people who provided 
feedback on the module. James has first-hand 
experience of the dangers of house fires, having 
escaped from a burning house as a child, and said 
its critical for people with a higher fire risk to know 
what to do in an emergency.  
 
The Prevent, Detect, Escape – Home Fire Safety 
for people at higher risk e-learning module can 
be completed online at http://cfa.vic.gov.au/atrisk  
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ALMON 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen 

Turning And Milling 
Welding Aluminum & Steel 

Cylinder Head Repair 

Phone Andrew 5157-5486 

Chris Fella 
Qualified Carpenter 

Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New 
Houses, Fencing  

20 Year Experience 
TFN 195 357 871 

MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198 
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com 

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES 
 

Peter Weeks 
Specialising in Gas Installations 

Conversion and Maintenance 

General Plumbing 
 

Lic No 21065 Mobile:  0418 516 745 

 

ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS 
Data, Phone, Security Alarms 

Craig Prior 
Ph 5157 5104 
0417 318 363 

R.E.C. 16896 

TRADES AND SERVICES 

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS 

Bruthen 
Motors 

'Personal service 
with a smile' 

 

ULP, Diesel, BP Ultimate 98 
All Mechanical Repairs,    

 Roadworthy Inspections including LPG Vehicles,   
Automotive accessories,  Bait and Fishing supplies,  

Tyres, Ice, Gas Bottles Filled, Snacks and Drinks 
 

Landrover repairs and spares 

See Phil in Workshop for details 

70 Main Street, Bruthen 
Ph: 5157 5262 

bpbruthen@gmail.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

7AM—7PM 
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Closing date for August issue is August 25. 

Please send your articles by e-mail only to: 
tamborambler@gmail.com  

(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please 
PDF format will no longer be accepted.) 

Tambo Rambler is distributed across East Gippsland via 
email and on the web page at  
https://bruthendistrict.org.au/tambo-rambler/ 
 
We also distribute to Government representatives, 
Bairnsdale Library, Victorian State Library, and local 
Historical Societies   
Hard copies are available in Bruthen at the P.O, General 
Store, Oppe Shoppe, Bakery, Blue Bee, Hotel and 
Neighbourhood House for a gold coin donation. 

The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility 
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.    

The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and 
to edit submissions if necessary 

All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and 
phone number. They may be published anonymously if preferred. 

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs  
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options 
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00  
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00  
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00 
 1/2 page - Cost  $50.00  
 Full page - Cost  $100.00  
25% discount for BDCA Members,  
(only applies to black and white adverts) 
 

COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page  
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for 

that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler   
 Cost - $165 per edition 
 

COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page  
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that 

month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler    
 Cost - $100 per edition 
 

COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page  
Full Colour Promotional Package 
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert 

placed on the inside cover of the Tambo 
Rambler 

 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for 
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler  

 Cost - $65 per edition 
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Home renos for 
Tambo Platypus 

 

We promised the platypus in the Tambo River 
some home renovations, and we’ve delivered on 
our pledge! 
The East Gippsland Catchment Management 
Authority (EGCMA) have placed a series of wood 
structures in two locations north of Bruthen that will 
play essential roles in supporting platypus 
populations. The wood structures will become 
home to aquatic plants to grow on, water bugs to 
live on and also provide food for platypus and give 
platypus shelter. 
The 2019/2020 Black Summer bushfires have 
affected the Tambo catchment, with increased 
instream sediment entering the river following rain 
events. Sadly, this is a big concern for the already 
vulnerable platypus populations, affecting their 
habitat and food source.  
“This project is a partnership with many activities 
and on-ground works that will improve the 
environment at these sites.” Said acting EGCMA 
CEO, Bec Hemming. 
Project partner Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) 
conducted water bug surveys before the structures 
were installed and will repeat these surveys in 
spring to compare any changes in types and 
density of bugs.  
The Natural Resource Management crew from 
Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal 
Corporation (GLaWAC) will be doing weed control 
and planting a variety of native species along the 
riverbank. This vegetation, once established, will 
complement the instream structures by providing 
different habitats for bug species, shade for the 
water and will help reduce sediment runoff into the 
river.  
The local Swifts Creek Primary and Secondary 
College students and the Swifts Creek Landcare 
group will also contribute to this project with 
planting, signage and assisting ARI with further 
surveys. 
Platypus was listed under the Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988 as vulnerable in Victoria in 
2021, in recognition of its decline in the last 30 
years.  The species is threatened by a range of 
human activities, primarily related to changes in 
land use and water condition. 
We are grateful to all project partners for getting 
this work done and contributing to improving the 
Tambo River and platypus habitat.  This project 
was funded by the Australian Government’s 
Department of Industry, Science, Energy and 
Resources. 
 
Platypus photo credit: John Bundock 
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The new Australian Fire Danger Rating 
System (AFDRS) is being introduced 
and is now consistent across Australia, 
easier to understand and will provide 
clearer advice on how to stay safe. 
The new system has four rating levels 
instead of the previous six. 
It will be introduced on September 1, 
2022. As it's a national system it will not 
matter where you live, travel or are 
across the country, the system will be the 
same. 
What are Fire Danger Ratings? Fire 
danger ratings describe the potential 
level of danger should a bushfire start. 
Ratings are calculated using a 
combination of weather forecasting and 
information about vegetation that could 
fuel a fire.  
What are the four ratings and what do 
they mean? The four ratings are 
described below. They are important 
because they provide people with 
information so that they can take action 
to protect themselves and others from 
the potentially dangerous impacts of 
bushfires. 

What is the Australian Fire 
Danger Rating System 

Moderate – Plan and prepare  
 
High - Be ready to act 
 
Extreme - Take action now to 
protect your life and property 
 
Catastrophic - For your 
survival, leave bush fire risk 
areas 
 
Fire Danger Ratings will be issued on 
days when there is a fire risk. Each fire 
danger will have a clear set of messages 
including the actions the community can 
take to reduce their risk. 
Fire danger rating signs. The new bush 
fire danger ratings will be used from 
September….. replacement of the signs 
in Bruthen and other parts of East 
Gippsland is being planned. You will also 
be able to check daily and forecast 
ratings online. 
 


