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The Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored this month by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance & Metung

The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging.
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The Tambo Rambler went to the Mossiface
Hall last month, as the Bruthen Arts and
Events Council was hosting a free hatmaking workshop in preparation for the Medieval Fire Festival.
Cosette Murphy and her daughter Sabrine,
of Metung were hard at work crafting hats
for the festival.
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Bruthen fires up for winter festival
Wow! What a night.
So many people braved the cold to come and be
part of the Bruthen Medieval Winter Fire Festival.
The costumes were amazing. The decorations
looked wonderful and the atmosphere was happy
and friendly. The displays and demonstrations by
the The East Gippsland Historical Re-enactment
Society were very professional and entertaining.
Thanks everyone.
The celebrations kicked off with a Welcome to
Country by local elder Grattan Mullett, with a
traditional smoking ceremony, where he invited
the community to walk though the smoke as part
of the cleansing and welcoming ritual.
Huge thanks also to Bruthen CFA for the fires,
Bruthen SES for the light, Bruthen Primary School
for the delicious vegan pottage stew, Bruthen
Lions for the coffee cart, Bruthen Music for sound
and music, Luke with his pop-up fire performance,
the medieval-themed drink vendors Sailors Grave
Brewing, Wyanga Park Winery and Bearded Bee
Meadery. Wombat Honey were selling honey on
the night. Eva Grunden and the Alleycats Choir
performed a variety of medieval-themed songs.
A special thanks also to the many people who
ended up helping serve food and the wonderful
volunteers and Bruthen Arts and Events Council
team who worked so hard all day and throughout
the evening.
The East Gippsland Historical Re-enactment

Society had a display of medieval armour with
chainmail and period appropriate helmets.
They held chainmail workshops, weaving
demonstrations, and hosted a variety of
interesting board games including the world’s
oldest known puzzle game in the world created by
Archimedes.
The group meet regularly on
Sundays at Howitt Park where people can come
along and learn old skills like archery, brewing,
calligraphy, cooking, dance, drama, herbalism,
games, horse riding, leatherwork, martial arts,
metalwork, music, needlework, pottery research,
singing, weaving, woodwork and more.
The Bruthen Arts and Events Council would also
like to thank Craig Terrill, who created the
awesome dragon sculpture.
Thank you also to all of you who turned up and
made the Council’s efforts worthwhile.
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Reverend calls Gippsland home
The Reverend Brian Norris and his wife Kerrie
Schmidt have now been looking after the Parish of
Tambo for two years.
Both originally from Canberra, they were invited to
join the Diocese of Gippsland in 2003 for a five-year
commitment but are still here! Brian was appointed
Diocesan Business Manager (Registrar) in that
year. They have lived in Sale since 2003 apart from
a short period in Yarram when Brian was looking
after the Parish. Currently, they spend about three
days a week in Bruthen with their much-loved cats
and birds. They have connections into our local
community not only by ministering the Christian
faith but by being members of the SES, BDCA,
Rotary and other local organisations.
Brian trained as an Anglican priest at an early age
but did not proceed to ordination due to his youth
(there is a minimum age) so opted for a
professional life in the Public Service for 16 years
which he thoroughly enjoyed. His faith remained
largely intact, and he was ultimately ordained
Anglican Deacon in 2017 and Priest in
2019. Before ordination, he worked in business
management positions for the Anglican Diocese of
Canberra & Goulburn and the Diocese of Gippsland
for 36 years. Brian loves to cook and is currently
doing occasional shifts in the kitchen of a Bowls
Club whilst qualifying as a professional cook
through Bairnsdale TAFE.
Brian’s wife, Kerrie is a banker by background and
has worked with three banks during her career in
this field. She came to Gippsland with Brian in 2003
with the NAB. She has also worked with the Fulham
Correctional Centre and is currently the Operations
Manager for Gippsland Grammar in Sale. Kerrie is
a committed hockey player and is a member of
Wellington Club. Her passion for animals extends
to the cuddly toy variety and her large collection can
be seen in the church and church hall. Just pop in
to have a look!
Kerrie and Brian are looking for a long association
with Bruthen and district and are keen to connect
with the local community. All are welcome at the
church service at 9.30am Sundays but please feel
free to make contact at other times.

The Reverend Brian Norris with wife
Kerrie Schmidt.
Contact details are:
The Rev Brian Norris, Locum Priest, Parish of
Tambo, 7 Church Street, Bruthen Vic 3885.
Mobile: 0418 633 446

BRUTHEN SENIORS

The Bruthen Seniors met at the Mitchell River
Tavern for a free delicious lunch on Wednesday,
July 6 at 12 noon. Following the meal, they attended
a viewing of Baz Luhrmann's new film, "Elvis".
Exciting news for July 20, an event the Bruthen
Seniors group eagerly look forward to each year,
Christmas in July at the Bowling Club. Enjoy a
delicious Roast Lunch with a variety of meats, roast
vegies, gravy and dessert. Yum!
Then it will be back to the Bruthen Pub for their
August 3, lunch.
Pictured Left: The Bruthen Seniors at the Swan
Reach Pub.
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Bruthen Arts & Events Council coming events
The Bruthen Arts and Events Council are planning
many more fun-filled events and activities in the
coming months, after the success of the Winter Fire
Festival.
Coming Events.
The Phoenix Show
The fantastic Finucane and Smith theatre group has
finally been locked in and will be here on November
21st to 26th. The show called ‘The Phoenix’ was
written in response to the recovery from the Black
Summer Bushfires but, as with many things, Covid
has caused it to be postponed several times. The
group managed to source funding so it can be a free
event for everyone.
Jazz Supper Hall
The Jazz Supper Hall promised to be a glitzy night
Bruthen Style so we were really disappointed when
it had to be called off due to the high numbers of flu
and covid infections in the community. The exciting
news is that it was postponed and not cancelled so
they will be back at a later date.
Zombie Invasion!
We are looking at running a pre-Halloween Zombie
inspired event for families and community members
in October. It promises to be loads of spooky fun.

We would love some help with
this one so please contact us if
you can help with the planning.
There will be minimal meetings.
Some great ideas have been put
forward so far.
Blues & Arts Festival
Yep, it is time to start talking
about the Bruthen Blues and Arts
Festival again.
The third
weekend in February seems to be
ages away but it is time to start
planning for the 2023 festival and there will be a
meeting very soon to get the ball rolling. We had
some excellent feedback in our surveys and will be
taking suggestions into consideration for festival
number 26.
We need a lot more help to produce another
successful festival for the town and region so if you
think you can help in any way, please do not be shy
about coming forward. It would be sad to have to
lose our festival.
Contact us. Joy Manley President—0490819507.
Email: bruthenaande@gmail.com or follow Bruthen
Presents on Face book and Instagram.

Review of Bruthen speed limit signs requested
Gippsland East Nationals MP, Tim Bull, has asked
the Minister for Roads and Road Safety to review
the speed limit signage adjacent to the Bruthen
Primary School.
Parents of students at the school have requested
signage upgrades to make the speed limits more
apparent to motorists passing through the area.
“This is an issue that has been raised before by the
school community,” said Mr Bull.
“The issue is it seems the current signage is just not
being seen by motorists and there is an opportunity
to have it upgraded, so motorist can’t miss it.
“You will see around other areas where school zone
speed limits exist, the vast majority of motorists are
keen to do the right thing, but the feedback is that in
this particular location, the signage is not prominent
enough to be seen.
“On behalf of the school community, I have asked
the Minister to have a look at this area specifically
and would hope we will not only see it reviewed, but
some positive action being taken.
“There is no more important issue than road safety
and when we have students getting in and out of
cars at drop off and pick up time, that is when we
need to be most vigilant,” he said.
Pictured Right: Gippsland East Nationals MP,
Tim Bull, outside the Bruthen Primary School,
where he is seeking more prominent speed
limit signage on behalf of the school
community.
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Be prepared & stay safe in the snow
Visitors to the Victorian High Country are encouraged to
be prepared and stay safe during the winter season
following early and ongoing snow fall and heavy rain
across popular 4WD tracks and visitor locations.
Whether snow playing, camping, hiking, driving or
backcountry skiing, it is important to understand the risks

Phoenix Art Studio & Gallery
0438 035 777 61 Main Street Bruthen
Open Wednesday—Sunday
10.30am –3.30pm

associated
with the Alpine
environment in
winter.
Heavy
snow
falls
and
strong winds
can also lead
to unexpected
tree fall, as
well
as
dangerous wet
and
slippery
conditions for
vehicles
looking
to
access remote
areas of the
Victorian High
Country.
Dramatic
weather
changes
are
common and
should not be Having fun in the snow with her
underestimated family at Dinner Plain recently is
when planning a local Vivienne Cash, who was
winter
trip. appropriately dressed to enjoy
Visitors must be the freezing conditions.
well
prepared
for sudden changes in conditions and remain alert to
hazards including unstable snow, rising river levels, steep
icy slopes, avalanches and extreme weather.
Visitors need to be prepared and experienced to manage
these hazards. Parks Victoria recommends these basic
preparations to stay safe this winter:
• Check park conditions: Visit the specific park page
at www.parks.vic.gov.au or call 13 1963.
• Prepare for the weather: Check www.bom.gov.au or
download the BoM app for forecasts, conditions in the
Alpine areas can change rapidly
• Obey signage: Whether on the roads or in the parks,
signs are there to keep you safe.
•
Carry
snow
chains
and
check
road
conditions: Visit www.traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au.
• Stay in touch: Let friends or family know your plans.
Avoid traveling alone and remember that phone reception
may be limited.
• Pack the right gear: Protective clothing, appropriate
footwear, plenty of water, extra food, wilderness first aid
kit, map, compass and GPS.
• Check backcountry conditions: the Mountain Safety
Collective (MSC) website is a reliable source of
information and reporting of backcountry conditions.
• Stay informed: Visit the SnowSafe website to get
comprehensive information on how to stay safe when
visiting the snow, including Backcountry safety.
• Huts in the Alpine area: Huts are for emergency
shelter/refuge only. A comprehensive list is available via
the Victorian High Country Huts Association website.
• In an emergency: Call Triple Zero (000). Be aware you
may travel out of phone range.
• Note seasonal road closures: Most took effect after
the
Queen’s
Birthday
weekend.
Check
www.ffm.vic.gov.au/visiting-state-forests/forestand-road-closures.
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BRUTHEN OP SHOP
has

RAGS available

great for any cleaning

$5 a big black bag
all cotton!!
Can cut to size

Flossie will be familiar to many of our readers and is
a magnet to local kids. She is a popular and regular
visitor to Bruthen from the Omeo home she shares
with her human companions Ashley and Chrissy.
Flossie is now about 15 years old, and was rescued
as a very young bird by friends of the couple who
found her at the bottom of a tall gum tree from which
she had obviously fallen. Sadly her flight feathers
did not all develop fully, so Flossie was never able
to fly.
She settled in well and is not confined to a cage but
has a pretty good run of the house. Some things
have to be kept out of her reach: in her early days
she once hopped from an overhanging branch on to
the clothes line, and proceeded to pluck all the
buttons from a shirt that was hanging there. She
sleeps on a branch in the sunroom.
Flossie interacts easily and confidently with people
(provided of course that people are themselves wellmannered and respectful!) Ashley says she is
‘definitely her own bird’. Recently at an outdoor table
at a cafe Ashley was supposed to be feeding her
some seeds from the lid of a jar, but was briefly
distracted by seeing some people he knew. Flossie
told him in no uncertain terms where his mind
should be, then snatched the lid away from him.
Flossie has clearly found a happy home with
Chrissy and Ashley. Long may she prosper!

Bruthen Angling Club
Our July Comp will
be on Sunday, July
10.
Daylight start
2:00pm weigh-in at
Pete’s.
Fish anywhere in the
Tambo River.

54 Main Street,
Bruthen.
Open 7 days
Ph: 03-51575 415
✓Your local ELGAS Distributor
✓Supplier of local produce supporting local growers
✓Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats
✓Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)

Shop local – support local employment
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com

Teresa Young

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT

0429 398 730
teresa.young@atrealty.com.au

http://www.atrealty.com.au/

Tambo Rambler

June

Page 8

Unprecedented response to movie night in Bairnsdale
The premiere screening of an investigative
documentary film called ‘Mine Field’ was shown
recently at the Bairnsdale Sun Cinema to a near
capacity crowd, almost filling all three theatres in the
cinema.
Cinema staff said this was an
unprecedented response in terms of the number of
tickets sold for a single screening event.
Filmed over 3 years, Mine Field is a feature length
film chronicling Kalbar’s controversial Fingerboards
mineral sands mine, which was proposed to be
located approximately 20 kilometres northwest of
Bairnsdale, at Glenaladale. The film shows many
interviews, including ones with Kalbar CEOs in
addition to interviews with impacted farmers, plus
footage from Kalbar’s often rowdy community
meetings.
Importantly, the film highlights the need for reform of
mining regulations in Victoria which are relics of the
1970’s.
It shows how mining has had major
negative consequences on people’s lives and the
environment, highlighting what has happened in
other Victorian rural communities such as Kanagulk,
Stawell and Bendigo.
“This is an incredibly powerful film that shows just
how monumental the efforts were across the

Mine-Field film
screening in Bruthen
The documentary film Mine-Field will be screening
at the Bruthen Mechanics Hall on July 16, at
7:30pm.
This engaging and informative documentary film
features the epic 8-year battle by the community of
Glenaladale to stop a radioactive mineral-sand mine
planned for their district by Kalbar Resources
Limited. The film shows the impact on local farmers
who under current mining laws have no power to
stop a mining company from taking their land. It also
examines how mining companies try to influence
local politics and community attitudes, while the
government mining regulator is failing to enforce the
laws to protect the community and environment.
Mine-Field also examines the experience of three
other Victorian rural communities, at Kanagulk,
Stawell and Bendigo, who have all lived through the
devastating impact of mining. The film is a warning
to all Victorian rural communities who find
themselves impacted by mineral exploration leases,
at a time when the government is trying to promote
mining in the state. Locally that includes
communities at Bruthen, Sarsfield, Mossiface, Nowa
Nowa, Tambo Upper and Wairewa.
Mine-Field will screen at the Bruthen Mechanics Hall
on Saturday, July 16, at 7:30pm. Entry $10 at the
door.

community to stop Kalbar’s ill-conceived mine
proposal, and most importantly, that the proposed
location for the mine is totally inappropriate and
dangerous,” said Ms Debbie Carruthers, who
attended the premiere and is a spokesperson for
Mine-Free Glenaladale, a community group
opposed to the mine.
“It was very confronting to see what has happened
in other Victorian communities and see the mess
that has been left behind by mining companies with
one farmer saying, if he knew then what he knows
now, he would go to jail before letting the mining
company proceed.”
“Furthermore, it was heart-wrenching to see the
impact of the proposed Kalbar mine on farming
families who could have lost their farms to the mine
and the impact it has had and could still have on
their livelihoods,” said Ms Carruthers.
Mine Field has been independently produced by the
production group Barking Media, under the auspices
of the Environmental Media Foundation Inc, and
funded through community donations.
The film is proposed to be screened across rural
Victoria in the coming months.
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Coming soon to the
Bruthen Inn Hotel

The Wheelie Blind Band is an unusual name for this
eight piece band. They derive their name from their
singer Tim Blunt being legally blind while the
guitarist is wheelchair reliant.
Hailing from Orbost they will be performing at the
Ensay Pub on Saturday, July 9, at 7pm with a
recovery session at the Bruthen Inn at 2pm on
Sunday, July 10. Both events are FREE as part of
the East Gippsland Winter Festival.
On July 23 look forward to the return of popular act
Smokestack Rhino.
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St Matthew’s Anglican
Church Bruthen
Services every Sunday at 9.30am except the fifth
Sunday.
A healing service is held on the third Saturday at
5pm.
Services also at St Columb’s Swan Reach on the
second and fourth Sundays at 11.15am, & at St
Mary’s Buchan on the third Sunday at 2.30pm.
ALL WELCOME!! Please come and you are most
welcome to contact:
The Rev’d Brian Norris on 0418 633446

Bruthen Inn
Hotel
Kitchen is open 7 days
Lunch 12-2pm (excl. Tues)
Dinner 6-8pm
Tuesdays open from 5pm
Friday night raffles supporting local
sporting clubs—10 draws.
Catering for private functions and community meetings
Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only
For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.
Cheers and beers, Stretch

Phone (03) 51575201

OPEN

Wednesday to
Sunday
10am to 5pm
The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is
simple:
 Use local seasonal produce
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods &
responsibly stewarded meats
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce
tasty food
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal
approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer
 Lunch Special $20
 Wednesday - Pasta.
 Thursday - Schnitzel.
 Friday - Fish & Chips.
If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in
and have a taste of one of ten beers on tap
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TACO PIE RECIPE

This Mexican version of Shepherd's Pie is topped
with cheesy cornmeal instead of mash. A vegan version can easily be made using extra beans and rice
in the filling and savoury yeast instead of cheese.
Ingredients
2 tbsp olive oil
1 large onion, diced
1 tbsp ground cumin
1 tbsp smoked paprika
1 tsp dried oregano
½ tsp ground cinnamon
500g beef mince
400g can three bean mix, drained
700ml tomato passata
50g chipotle in adobo (optional)
1 tsp sugar
1 tsp salt
1 tbsp soy sauce
Cheesy corn topping
1 cup instant polenta
1 cup frozen corn kernels
3 cups grated cheese
To serve
½ cup sour cream
½ head lettuce, shredded

2 tomatoes, sliced
1 red onion, sliced into rings
1 cup loosely packed coriander leaves
Tabasco sauce
Method
1. Heat a large casserole dish over medium heat and
add the oil and onion. Fry the onion for about 10
minutes until softened and fragrant and just starting to
brown. Add the cumin, paprika, oregano and cinnamon
and stir well. Add the mince and mix with the spices
and fry for a few minutes until lightly browned. Add the
three-bean mix, passata, chipotle (if using), around ½
cup of water, the sugar, salt and soy sauce and mix
well. Bring to a simmer, cover and simmer for about 90
minutes, stirring occasionally. Season to taste.
2. While the filling is cooking, bring 4 cups (1 litre) of
water to the boil and whisk in the instant polenta.
Whisk over medium heat until the polenta is cooked,
about 6 minutes, then stir through the corn kernels and
1 cup of the grated cheese.
3. Heat your oven to 180C fan-forced (200C conventional). Transfer the filling to a deep baking tray, such
as one suitable for lasagne, and spread the corn topping over the top. Scatter with the remaining cheese
and bake for 20 minutes, until the cheese is melted
and golden. Allow to stand for 10 minutes and serve
with the sour cream, lettuce, tomato, onion, coriander
and Tabasco sauce.

Got Something For The
Tambo Rambler?

If you have an idea for a story/article, however
short,
please
contact
us
at
tamborambler@gmail.com, or come along to one of
our meetings (dates below). We always aim to be
an effective community newsletter, featuring a wide
range of voices and community groups, gatherings
and issues. Perhaps too you have photos of our
local landscapes or flora and fauna?
Meetings are held at 1 pm in the rooms at the rear
of the GLCH building. All welcome to discuss ideas
and assist with production and distribution. Show up
whenever you like … ongoing commitment is not
required, and all help is appreciated.

Meeting dates:

July 6 & 13; August 3 & 10; September 7 & 14;
October 5 & 12; November 2 & 9; December 7 &
14; January 4 & 18; February 1.
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Sarsfield celebrates Joanne Andrews OAM
The community of Sarsfield is celebrating following
the news that local resident and community stalwart
Joanne Andrews was awarded an Order of Australia
Medal in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List for her
efforts following the Black Summer bushfires.
Sarsfield had about 280 homes before the fire at
least 200 were flame impacted and 80 homes were
destroyed. In the immediate aftermath of the
bushfires, the majority of local residents were
displaced, and individuals and families urgently
required information, physical and emotional
support, and essential items such as food supplies
and bottled water.
Within hours of the fire passing through Sarsfield, Jo
had opened the hall at the Sarsfield Recreation
Reserve and set it up as a community drop-in
centre. She collected information about the extent of
the impact across Sarsfield and established contact
lists of residents and their needs, using these lists to
provide community members with information via
text message, email and written mail services, no
matter where they were located following the
bushfires.
Jo also coordinated a team of volunteers who
collectively ensured that local residents were
provided with food, bottled water, and information
about support services available to them. Jo also
undertook the mammoth task of driving to every
residence in Sarsfield with a team of volunteers,
checking to see if local residents were cut off by the
bushfires and delivering food and fresh water to

Construction progresses
Work is progressing well on the new toilet block at
the skate park. I was very pleased to learn that it is
being built by East Gippsland Council's own team of
Carpenters, not contracted out like so many works
these days. Hard at work in the welcome sunshine
are Johnny, Dale and Dwayne.

community members in person. These visits
assisted local residents by providing essential needs
and in many cases provided the first link in
connecting fire-impacted people with the support
services available to them.
Jo’s energy and drive was also instrumental in
initiating the regular Friday Night Feeds, where local
residents could come together and eat a healthy
meal, while connecting with other fire impacted
residents. These dinners, which continue to the
present day, have ensured that Sarsfield residents
now have stronger links to their neighbours and
community and have been able to connect with
others who are also working through the long
journey of bushfire recovery.
Since that time, Jo has continued to form a major
part of the bushfire recovery team in Sarsfield
through her work with the Sarsfield Community
Association and the Sarsfield Hall committee.
Simon Hof, President of the Sarsfield Community
Association, said that Jo’s leadership at a time of
crisis made a huge difference to the community.
“Jo was able to cut through the chaos and clearly
saw what needed to be done for the community.”
“Her efforts, both immediately after the fires and
since then, have resulted in stronger local
connections and a range of opportunities for
residents.”
“We are truly excited for Jo; her OAM couldn’t be
more deserved, and the entire community of
Sarsfield is celebrating with Jo and her family on the
announcement of her award.”
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Coming up on the BDNH calendar:

July
Tuesday 12th
Bruthen Remembers
10.30am Community Hub
Thursday 14th
Bruthen Bookies
1pm Community Hub

Thursday 21th
Writing & Colour
11am—3pm Creative Space
Saturday 30th
Bruthen Orange Fair & Market
9am-1pm Bruthen Main Street

August
Tuesday 9th
Bruthen Remembers
10.30am Community Hub
Thursday 11th
Bruthen Bookies
1pm Community Hub
Thursday 18th
Writing & Colour
11am—3pm Creative Space

Community Hub

36 Main Street Bruthen
9am-1pm Monday (Men’s Shed only)
10am-4pm Tuesday-Thursday
10am-1pm Friday

Creative Space

51 Main Street Bruthen (rear)
Thursday-Friday 10.30am
Ph: 03 4141 5302 (Community Hub)
Mobile: 0497 544 490
Email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/bruthenhouse
https://bruthendistrict.org.au/bruthendistrict-neighbourhood-house/
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Orange Fair Colouring Competition
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Age:
Please return to the Bruthen General Store
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Sarsfield Community Association in search of a Treasurer
In the last month the SCA has had one of our
volunteers decide to leave his role of treasurer. We
know this was a hard decision for him, but he now
lives outside the town and has a lot of other
competing interests.
So… we need you. For approx. 7 hours a month.
Are you someone with an accounting or book
keeping background, noting this is not essential?
Would you like to be part of respectful, enthusiastic
and energetic group of volunteers who deliver
community projects and events?
If so… we need you!
The new SCA treasurer would be fully supported by
the current committee but also have a paid

accountant on standby to support
with our systems and processes. As
the role commences at the
beginning of a new financial year,
the new starter would have (if they
desired) the ability to shape the way
we do things in the FY 2022-2023.
Please note the committee would also consider a
‘silent treasurer’ who fulfills the role but does not
attend all meetings or activities.
If you would like to know more please contact Simon
Hof on:
Email: president@sarsfield.com.au
Phone: 0472 838 149
Web: http://www.sarsfield.com.au

Bruthen Bookies Book Review
The Yield by Tara June Winch
Tara June Winch’s 2020 Miles Franklin and Premier’s Literary Awards-winning novel combines
historical recollections from colonial expansion up
to the First World War with later 20 th century and
post 9/11 timeframes.
A Lutheran priest decides to set up a mission on
Wiradjuri land in central NSW in the latter 1800’s,
dealing with the despair and dispossession of the
brutal Frontier Wars on the First People’s lives. A
patriarch tries to record his people’s language and
lives before he dies and his granddaughter joins the
fight against the modern-day mine threatening their
land and culture.
The graphic accounts of the treatment of the first
inhabitants are disturbing and shameful – seen as
vermin to be obliterated, abused or enslaved, their
culture dismissed and prohibited. The floggings
were cruel and unwarranted but so also is the psychological damage exerted in ways such as the
aborigines not being allowed to swim in the town
pool in the 1960’s.
The book has three threads: the Minister’s ongoing
accounts of the Mission, his experiences in the war
and his horror at the ultimate betrayal of children
displaced and removed from their families overseas
and at home. Then there is the dictionary that the
patriarch Albert is compiling of the language words
and context around their use, which also holds the
answer to the enduring, painful mystery of his
missing granddaughter. Lastly, the discovery of
artefacts long-lost, determined protesters and the
struggle to kick the miners out.
This is a well-researched novel of the Wiradjuri people and serves as a timely reminder to respect and
admire the strength and knowledge of our First
People and hopefully learn from the mistakes of the
past. It includes a comprehensive glossary of words
proved very interesting.
The Bruthen Bookies are excited to see that one of

our favourite reads of the past year “Where the
crawdads sing” by Delia Owens is about to hit the
Sun Theatre in Bairnsdale on July 21. If the movie
is half as good as the book it will be well worth
seeing.
On another note, if the Mobile library van is not
more patronised here in Bruthen, we may be in danger of losing this precious service altogether. So
please visit the van on alternate Wednesdays from
10 to 11am in the Main Street or Thursdays at the
kinder from 10.45 to 11.15am starting in July on the
13th.

Tambo Rambler

July

Page 15

Tambo Rambler

July

Page 16

BACK

COAST

CURRENT

EASTERN

ESTUARY

HEAD

JUVENILE

KING

LARVAE

LENGTH

PRAWN

SEAGRASS

SOUTH

TAIL

TRANSPARENT

Tambo Rambler

July

Page 17

Illustration by Josephine Jakobi

The Eastern King Prawn is found along
the east coast of Australia from around
Rockhampton, Queensland in the north,
to Bass Strait and the north-east of
Tasmania. It’s a medium to large prawn,
usually around 10-20 cm in length from
the head to the tail tip, but can reach up
to 30cm.
These prawns are almost transparent,
with a dark thin line along the back, and
a blueish tail tinged with red around the
edges. There can also be some light blue
colouring on the legs above the “knees”.
There is a lot of variation in their habitats
during their life cycle. The female prawns
release their eggs directly into the sea, in
the waters off northern NSW and

Queensland. These hatch into larvae
called nauplii which drift south in the east
Australian current and as post-larval
juveniles move into coastal estuaries.
Juvenile prawns can moult a few times
as they grow larger, until they reach adult
size at about 9-12 months. When mature
they move out of the estuaries and
migrate northwards to spawn. Adult
prawns do not return to the estuaries.
Commercial fishers and researchers
recognise the critical importance of
looking after estuarine wetlands for
developing EKPs, where there is a good
supply of food as well as stable
temperatures and salinity levels and
natural tidal flows.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
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Bruthen - Bairnsdale
Bus Timetable
Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711
Bruthen to
Bairnsdale
Morning

Monday &
Friday AM

Tues, Wed,
Thurs AM

Bruthen (opp) General Store

08:10 am

09:50 am

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am

10:20 am

Bairnsdale Train Station

08:35 am

10:30 am

Bairnsdale to Bruthen
Afternoon

Mon to
Thurs PM

Friday PM

Bairnsdale Train Station

1:25 pm

3:40 pm

Corner Chemist (Service & Main
Street)

1:30 pm

3:45 pm

Bruthen, Station &
Great Alpine Rd

2:00 pm

4:15 pm

Mobile Library

Tambo Upper**
(near school)

Wed

Thu

9.00 am – 9.45 am

Bruthen (Main Street)

10.00 am – 11.15 am

Nowa Nowa (Mingling
Waters C/park)

1.30 pm – 2.00 pm

Bruthen** (near kinder)

10.45 am – 11.15 am

Sites marked** are not visited during school holidays

Phone 51524225 or 1300 555 886
www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au

Bruthen Landcare
Bruthen Landcare meeting at Bruthen &
District Neighbourhood House, Saturday
July 9, at 11 am.

Tambo Rambler

July

Page 20

EVENTS & NOTICES
Injured Wildlife Rescue

When you find injured wildlife please keep these
details in case of emergency:
WILDLIFE SHELTERS
Jade Whittingham
Wombat Wisdom, (Bairnsdale), 0473 446 161
Holly Corbett
Holly's Wildlife Rescue (No bats) (530 Bairnsdale
Dargo Rd Hillside 3875), 0432 539 408
Suzie
Waterholes Wildlife Shelter Clifton Creek Koala
specialist, 0447 470 905.

Tai Chi

For all those people wanting to move their winter
bodies, Tai Chi is a series of gentle movements to
encourage flexibility and mindfulness. Yes, the
space is heated, and classes are on Mondays from
10.30 to 11.30am in the Bruthen Mechanics
Hall.Increased patronage is needed for the class to
continue, so please think about trying it out. Any
enquiries please call 0439 812 166.

Bruthen Licensed Post Office
(Est.1893)
Photocopying
And
Facsimile
Service

East
Link Toll
Passes

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,
Western Union Money Transfer,
Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery,
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak
& Australia Post Postal Services
Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209

In event of an emergency

Bruthen has 3 Heart Start
Defibrillators
Located at

Bruthen General Store

6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days)

Bruthen Rec Reserve

for sports events / Caravan Park

Bruthen Police Station

Note: under 24/7 video surveillance

Community Lunch

Community members are looking forward to
enjoying a two-course lunch at the Community Hub
(Neighbourhood House), 36 Main Street Bruthen
each Friday.
Lunch is freshly cooked each Friday and served
from 11.45 – 12.30. Everyone is welcome!
Please call 0497 544 490 to let organisers know you
are coming. (No Lunches during School Holidays)

Vic’s worst road- vote now

Preliminary results from a state-wide survey show
two roads in East Gippsland are in the top three
worst regional roads in Victoria.
Victoria’s Worst Roads campaign was rolled out so
drivers could have their say about the dangerously
deteriorating roads in regional Victoria, and there is
still time to get your votes in for those who haven’t
already.
“It is disappointing, but not at all surprising, that the
Great Alpine Road is currently ranked as the worst
road in Victoria,” Mr Bull said.
“The pitiful patchwork surface of Paynesville Road
sees it currently ranked third.
“We know our roads in Regional Victoria are
deteriorating at an unacceptable rate, and I am fed
up hearing the Roads Minister, Ben Carroll, bang on
in Parliament about how our roads ‘are smoother
and safer'.
“That is just not true, in not only East Gippsland, but
much of country Victoria.
“That’s why I’m urging locals to play a role in
advocating for better, safer roads by logging onto
vicsworstroad.vote to tell their story and vote for the
worst roads in our state.
“It is important to send a message to the Andrews’
Labor Government that the road maintenance
budget needs a funding increase, not a reduction
and the design standards must be engineered to
withstand typical traffic rigours and not blow out two
weeks after repair.
“We deserve better,” Mr Bull said.
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TRADES AND SERVICES

ALMON

ENGINEERING SERVICES
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen
Turning And Milling
Welding Aluminum & Steel
Cylinder Head Repair

Phone Andrew 5157-5486

Chris Fella

Qualified Carpenter
Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New
Houses, Fencing
20 Year Experience
TFN 195 357 871

MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES
ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS

Peter Weeks

Data, Phone, Security Alarms

Specialising in Gas Installations
Conversion and Maintenance
General Plumbing

Craig Prior
Ph 5157 5104
0417 318 363
R.E.C. 16896

Lic No 21065 Mobile: 0418 516 745

Bruthen
Motors
'Personal service
with a smile'
ULP, Diesel, BP Ultimate 98
All Mechanical Repairs,
Roadworthy Inspections including LPG Vehicles,
Automotive accessories, Bait and Fishing supplies,
Tyres, Ice, Gas Bottles Filled, Snacks and Drinks

Landrover repairs and spares
See Phil in Workshop for details
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7AM—7PM

70 Main Street, Bruthen
Ph: 5157 5262
bpbruthen@gmail.com

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS
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Rail Trail artwork
now on display
Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00
 1/2 page - Cost $50.00
 Full page - Cost $100.00
25% discount for BDCA Members,
(only applies to black and white adverts)

COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $165 per edition
COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that
month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $100 per edition
COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page
Full Colour Promotional Package
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert
placed on the inside cover of the Tambo
Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $65 per edition

Closing date for August issue is July 25.
Please send your articles by e-mail only to:
tamborambler@gmail.com
(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please
PDF format will no longer be accepted.)
Tambo Rambler is distributed across East Gippsland via
email and on the web page at
https://bruthendistrict.org.au/tambo-rambler/
We also distribute to Government representatives,
Bairnsdale Library, Victorian State Library, and local
Historical Societies
Hard copies are available in Bruthen at the P.O, General
Store, Oppe Shoppe, Bakery, Blue Bee, Hotel and
Neighbourhood House for a gold coin donation.
The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and
to edit submissions if necessary
All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and
phone number. They may be published anonymously if preferred.

The paint has dried and ‘Under the Surface’ is ready
to view as the inaugural multi-dimensional public art
Under the Surface, has come to life.
Victoria’s newest public art experience follows the
East Gippsland Rail Trail from Bairnsdale to Orbost.
The project features compositions from local artists
Alice Pepper and Patricia Pittman who are joined by
visiting artists David “MEGGS” Hooke, LING and
Minna Leunig all of which are inspired by the story of
the Gunaikurnai community.
Through a cultural awareness program with the
Gunaikurnai artist collective and community, the
visiting artists developed learnings on artistic
practices, storytelling, and an understanding of land
management and preservation on Country. Providing
their visitors insight into cultural storytelling, whilst
gaining confidence in upscaling their works for public
viewing, the collaborative process resulted in four
large scale works.
“Forming a connection with the artists and The
Social Crew members, with on Country visits and
online workshop I was able to share our rich cultural
history and connection to GunaiKurnai land,” says
Alice Pepper.
“The project, took me to another level, learning new
skills from the visiting artists on how to upscale my
work and further develop as an artist. Most
importantly, there is always a story to tell under the
surface of the land on which we stand.”
Under the Surface follows the route of the former
Orbost railway line and passes through a variety of
forest and farmland landscapes with snapshot views
of the picturesque Gippsland Lakes. The Social
Crew has conducted onsite research, engaged key
community members and groups, and collaborated
with GLaWAC and the East Gippsland Rail Trail
Committee to design and curate the project in order
to better inform the travelling artists of their subject
matter and the land on which they stand.
Belinda Collins, Creative Director, The Social Crew
said: “We are excited to share the beautiful result of
conscious collaboration. We took the time to do the
project properly, ensuring that the works were led by
the story of the Gunaikurnai community. It's a small
start to what we hope we will be able to extend
across all of GunaiKurnai Country.”
The project is designed, produced and delivered by
The Social Crew, in collaboration with Gunaikurnai
Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation and East
Gippsland Rail Trail Committee, and supported by
the Victorian State Government and East Gippsland
Shire Council.
This project received grant funding from the
Australian Government and Victorian State
Government.
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