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The Phoenix rises in Bruthen

The Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored this month by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance & Metung

The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging.

Above: Some of the paintings done by The Phoenix
Gallery owner Jacqui Reid.

Below: The Phoenix Gallery owner Jacqui Reid surrounded by art and crafts that you should really take
a look at today.

At The Phoenix Galley there is a wide array of Opal
Jewellery, made by a local artist.

Art & Craft is alive and well in Bruthen
Local handcrafts and artwork are proudly displayed
at The Phoenix Art Studio & Gallery in Main Street
Bruthen.
“We have had a great response from the public both
local and visitors,” said Phoenix Art Studio & Gallery
proprietor Jacqui Reid.
The majority of the artwork was created by Jacqui
and there are 26 other local artists on display at the
Gallery.
Jacqui took over the reins of the Amegilla Gallery at
the start of July this year.
“In December last year, I spoke to Eileen Thurgood
the owner of Amegilla Gallery (The Phoenix Galley
before the name change) about my work and she
mentioned she was closing the gallery at the end of
July. Without much thought, actually none at all I
said I’ll take over and Eileen said yes.”
Jacqui wanted to make sure that Bruthen still had its
own art space. Artists need to get their work out to
the public, it is really hard sometimes for artists to
get into the larger art galleries, especially those
without any formal training.
“Somewhere around March panic set in and I
thought what on earth was I thinking, I have no idea
about running a gallery, I’m self-taught, what artist in
their right mind would continue displaying in the
gallery with someone who has no idea of what
they’re doing, not to mention only just started selling
their own work at a market, not through a gallery.”
Well, on the Third of July, Phoenix Art Studio &
Gallery opened its doors with a full gallery of the
most incredible artisans and they are going strong
all with Jacqui’s unique spin on things.
There is all type of artwork from painting on canvas
to knitted crafts, jewellery, woodwork, metal work,
silversmith, silks, glassworks, clothing, greeting
cards, and furniture.
“I grew up in Bairnsdale spending a great deal of my
childhood and teenage years drawing and crafting,
my love of art and craft has continued strong to this
day,” Jacqui said.
“I now enjoy the magic of paint and colour which has
taken me on a whole new journey in so many ways.”
“I enjoy exploring different mediums and love
watching a painting come to life, one of my favourite
additives to my work is a glass paste, it gives such a
beautiful texture and adds something special to the
piece I’m creating. Texture and layering is
something I’m focused on at the moment, I love the
depth of layers, the underneath popping through the
final layer in the most beautiful way capturing a little
piece of what was and letting it shine through.”
The 2019 bushfires had a dramatic impact on the
loves of many in the district including Jacqui and her
family.
“In early 2020 I started painting animals that came
to our property after the bushfires, I wanted to
honour the animals and birds lost so I started a

Old printers lowercase type holder is reimagined as
new art

Above and Below: Hand crafted and feltwork designs that warm the heart.

series for the animals which ended up being a
healing process for me, painting them helped me in
so many ways especially with grief I was feeling for
all that had been lost and destroyed in these fires.”
“I used ash and charcoal in the paint for each
painting in the series, a cockatoo dropped one of his
crest feather’s so it also got added to his painting
bringing it life.”
Continued Page 5

Bruthen Bouncebackability the capacity to recover quickly from a setback.

Saturday 20th November 9am-1pm
Bruthen Hall & Main Street Gardens
Free event featuring music, workshops, children's activities, insta
photo booth, fashions on the field, market stalls, emergency
services displays and agency information stands.
Time to say thanks 2 years on for our amazing emergency services
and agencies with gratitude cards and celebrations.

Mailout for Community Recovery Priorities
The Bruthen & District Citizens Association in conjunction with the East Gippsland Shire have produced a roadmap of Community Recovery Priorities
for the Bruthen District
The documents should have arrived in your mailbox
recently.
“We have tried to capture all the suggestions put forward, prioritised, then developed workable outcomes
for each,” said Martine Hersey, chair of the Bruthen
CRC.

Art & Craft is alive and well in Bruthen

From Page 3

“The gallery has put a smile on every face that’s
come through the door which has me feeling pretty
good about my decision to follow a beautiful creative path that’s leading me to wonderful things.”
The gallery has so much diversity, every artist has
their own style and create so differently yet work so
well together as a collective of creative people.
The Phoenix Art Studio & Gallery have exhibitions
planned again for 2022 starting with Margaret Pearson in January. Margaret’s work brings so much
colour to the gallery and an exhibition of her latest
work will be something special to kick off the new
year ahead.
“Some of our artists are planning workshops
through the gallery which we will run at Bruthen
Neighbourhood house, we all have so much to give
and share,” Jacqui said.
Art is healing in so many ways and this is what
makes the gallery so special, and this shows in
each and every one of the artists that display their
work here. There are now 26 artisans displaying in
the gallery, that’s 26 reasons to come see what we
have to offer.
The gallery is open Wednesday through Sunday
and public holidays.

“An update on progress and partners are included in
the document. Please remember that this is a working document and will continually change as goals
are achieved or added. If you have any feedback,
suggestions, offers of assistance, or any further
thoughts, we would be keen to hear them,” she said.
You can email the committee at: bruthendistrictcrc@gmail.com or call our Place Manager at the
Shire, Kath Macdonald on (03) 5153 9500.
Local Incident Management Plan Summary
Included in this pack is a summary of the Local Incident Management Plan with contacts and information sources in the event of another emergency,
preparation information, when to leave and an assembly point map. Keep it handy!
Discounted deal on water tanks
One of the big issues faced during the fires was access to water. A great deal has been negotiated on
steel water tanks for Bruthen district residents. To
access these deals there is a code on the flyer included. WaterLine Tanks have been very supportive, and all prices include delivery. Big thank you to
them!
Community Conversation Flyer
There is a flyer for a rescheduled Community Conversation. They want to offer an opportunity for a
face-to-face discussion. Numbers will be limited due
to ongoing restrictions, so please RSVP.

Teresa Young

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT

0429 398 730
teresa.young@atrealty.com.au
Metal work on display at the Gallery.

http://www.atrealty.com.au/

The ’65 Fires, Part 1: Recollections of two generations
Trigger Warning: the following article recounts
stressful and traumatic experiences of bushfires.
JOSEF CIEMCIOCH

Margaret rode the school bus home accompanied by
police vehicle escort in early March of 1965. It was
Friday 5th and the bushfires, which would be some of
Victoria’s worst in recorded history, were encroaching
on Sarsfield, Bruthen and the surrounding district.
Although Margaret remembers that she would most
likely have had her head in a book during the bus
ride, the imminence of the threat was clear to all.
“You know what it was like this time around” Margaret
said, referring to our most recent bushfire experience,
“you knew [the fires] were coming”.
Neighbourhood House recently spoke to Margaret
Schutte about her memories of the ’65 Fires and also
listened to her read from the diary of her mother,
Helene Stone (later Grant).
In the lead-up to the ’65 fires, Gippsland had
experienced a wet winter and spring followed by a
very dry summer; newspapers at the time reported as
little as half an inch of rain or 14 millimetres had fallen
for the year to March. The forests and the raininduced growth within had turned tinder-dry and when
lightning strikes ignited fires at Valencia Creek and
New Place Creek, they zig-zagged their way southeast and east, despite the best efforts of firefighting.
th

By Friday 5 the fire front had made significant
ground in the days immediately prior, and locals were
bracing for a Saturday south-westerly change which
would bring gale force winds.
It so happened that Helene’s husband Jack and his
mother, Adeline needed to travel to Melbourne early
on the Friday for medical appointments. They would
set off on their return early Saturday, and until then
Helene intended to keep the property in Bruthen and
the children in a state of preparation. Jack’s brother
Keith would be nearby for support, and Helene’s
parents, Frank and Madge Johnston, were nearby in
town.
Helene described in her diary those initial hours,
waiting in anticipation of the following day:
Friday was very hot and windy and fires
everywhere and people from Mossi were
evacuated on the Friday. Keith came and I
had some moral support. Friday night was a
horror. The three children and self all slept
with our clothes on and had had cases
packed ready to get out if necessary. I
walked around more than slept that night
and watched the fires come over the hills.

Was up at 5:30, packed up the car, filled
spoutings with water and watered
everything and left wet bags and hoses
around.
Margaret of course remembers this too, and taking
her cue from her mother’s writing, she added to the
scene:
“Yes we were up very early, before daylight really […]
we could hear the roar of the fire, you could see the
red glow, you couldn’t see the flames, but you could
see the red glow in the sky.”
“[The] Slades were up as well and we were there on
their lawn because they were up a little bit higher than
our house and we had a better view from where they
were. Yes, I remember doing the water and the
hessian bags in water and the tennis balls in the
gutter and everything.”
As her Adeline ran the Mossiface Post Office, Helene
would often fill in for her when needed. So once
preparations were completed at the house, she set off
with the children to Mossiface.
It soon became clear however, with the fires
encroaching from everywhere and the ambient heat
rising intensely, that staffing the Post Office was not
an option.
Margaret recalled making ready to leave:
“Mum decided she wasn’t going to stay at the post
office, so she got all the money out of the till and all
the stamps, they were in a big book with all the
different denominations.”
“There was a little exchange on that post office so
she hooked up Bill Clancy’s house to the Bruthen
exchange.”
Helene, Margaret and her siblings were soon in the
car again, but as the family made their way back into
town, Helene made the decision that she had to turn
around.
“I remember going along the flats towards Bruthen
and I remember Mum getting very agitated and she
didn’t say why”, Margaret said.
“We were about ready to go up over the railway line
and the Anglican Church bell was ringing and that
was the signal to evacuate the town, so we had to
about-face and come back.”
“At that stage there was a lot of smoke, you couldn’t
see very far.”
Helene had seen that her parents’ house had caught
fire, but realised that it wouldn’t be safe to try and
make it there. As she wrote in her diary:

[I] came to Bruthen to find Mum and Dad’s
place ablaze and the big hedge. I knew it
was no use coming up the Omeo Rd and I
didn’t know where Mum and Dad were, I
turned around to go back to Mossiface with
the three children and it looked even worse
than when I had just come up, so
considered a moment and decided to go
down the Mossiface flats.
They came back to the Mossiface flats and went down
to a bean paddock, which could work as an emergency
refuge point. There they met up with Joy Seehusen,
her parents and children. From this spot of relative
safety, a field of bare dirt with little pokings of green
dotted about, they couldn’t see much more than 50
metres for the smoke, except to tell that there were
fires everywhere.
Around this time Helene was able to make a call to
Bruthen and find out that her parents’ house had been
lost.
While the Johnstons were prepared to defend their
house, a fireball exploded on their property and the
intensity of fire that resulted was too much to be
contended with.
“Cheryl Hersey, she actually saw [it]”, Margaret
explained. “She didn’t realise it at the time and not ‘til
many years later when someone else was talking
about it, but she saw the fireball that came across the
gully that hit the hill below my grandparents’ house”.
“It was towards the end of summer so you’ve got dry
grass […] there were big oak trees, elm trees and a big
cypress hedge.”
“[It] just hit the hill and went whoosh straight up.”
But thankfully Frank and Madge were ok. In fact, with
the defence of his house no longer an option, Frank
soon turned his attention to looking after his son-inlaw’s cattle.
Later a wind change came and the threat from the firefront relented.
Then, after some time, Helene, Margaret and her
siblings met up with Frank and Madge. Helene’s diary
reads:

Helene and Jack’s place had survived, though they
lost much fencing and pasture, both adjacent to the
house and in a paddock further up.
The loss of the Johnstons’ place was a heavy one. As
well as the house they lost a garage, dairy, fernery and
numerous sheds, and within the house a lifetime’s
collection of treasures, records and family heirlooms.
One element of fortune was that Frank’s WWI diary
was not destroyed in the fire; Margaret believes that it
was probably out on loan at the time.
Also lost in the fire was a pendant. While Madge had
managed to save some jewellery, the pendant was
missed in the rush; it was probably sitting on the
kitchen table near the front door. Had these events not
overwhelmed the course of regular life, it would have
been given to Margaret that very Saturday for her 13th
birthday.
Of course one change in wind conditions does not put
an end to a bushfire, and in the following days there
would be a massive on-going effort to limit and control
the fire.
After that would follow a long process of consolidation
and rebuilding, facilitated significantly by community
endeavour and mutual support. This will be written
about in a second part to this story, to be featured in
next month’s Rambler.
Sincere thanks to Margaret Schutte for sharing with us
her mother’s diary and her own story of this
experience.
If this article or the themes within have caused
discomfort or distress, please consider the
following helplines:
Lifeline on 13 11 14

I saw them at the Red Cross and of course
all had a session of tears.

Kids Helpline on 1800 551 800

During this time Jack and Adeline were stuck in
Stratford, unable to move past a police roadblock.
“[They were there for] quite a few hours”, Margaret
said, “and my dad’s saying but I’ve got a wife and
three children and three properties that I’m responsible
for […] anyway, they finally got there and that was
alright – we were all ok.”

BeyondBlue on 1300 22 46 36

Suicide Call Back Service on 1300 659 467
Headspace on 1800 650 890

Thanks to FRRR for funding the project under which this article was written.

FIND THE WORD IN THE PUZZLE.
Words can go in any direction. Words can share letters as they cross over each other.
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BANDING
BREATH
CRICKETS
FRUIT
LIZARD
RIVER
SPIDERS
TAMBO
BASKING
CLAWS
DRAGON
GREEN
OMNIVOROUS
RUN
SPINES
UNDERWATER
BLACK
CLIMB
FAST
INSECTS
PLANTS
SPECIES
SWIMMER
WORMS

TARGET TIME
How many words of 4 letters or
more can you find? Every word
must use the centre letter, and each
letter can be used only once.
And find the 9 –letter word!

________ ________ ________ ________
________ ________ ________ ________
________ ________ ________ ________
________ ________ ________ ________
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________ ________ ________ ________

________ ________ ________ ________
________ ________ ________ ________
________ ________ ________ ________

OUR LOCAL DRAGONS

Water Dragons are large lizards that are found down the east coast of Australia. There are two sub-species:
the Eastern Water Dragon which can be found from Queensland to southern New South Wales, while in East
Gippsland we have another sub-species., the Gippsland Water Dragon.
Perhaps you have seen one basking in the sun or scuttling across the banks of the Tambo River?
These lizards can grow up to 90 cm from head to tail. They are grey-green and brown, with black banding
across their back and a row of spines from the top of the head down to the tail. The chest is olive green.
Adult males also have streaks or patches of yellow and blue around the neck and throat. Their long, sharp
claws make them excellent climbers, and they can run quickly to chase prey or get away from threats. They
are good swimmers and can dive into the water if they are disturbed … and even stay underwater for an hour
or more.
Water Dragons are omnivorous, which means they eat both plant and animal matter, including fruit and
berries, insects, fish, spiders, small mammals and frogs.
The drawing above is by local artist Josephine Jakobi, whose family has a long connection with East
Gippsland, particularly the area around Lakes Entrance and Lake Tyers. We thank Josephine for generously
allowing us to use her art work in the Rambler. Watch out for more of her creatures in future issues!

ARE YOU AN ORGANISED PERSON

Bruthen Angling Club

WOULD YOU LIKE TO WORK FOR
YOUR COMMUNITY?

The Bruthen Angling Club are encouraging all locals
fond of dropping a line, to join them in their
upcoming Invitational competition to fish any river or
estuary for any type of fish, including Trout.
A maximum of 10 anglers will compete on the
weekend of October 30-31 with the club having a
weigh-in (if restrictions allow) at Bowlen’s Place at
3pm on Sunday afternoon.
Check to notice board at the Bruthen Corner Garage
for any alterations to the schedule.
For more information and to register please contact
Pete on 0447 168 629.

The Bruthen Arts and Events Council
Inc. is looking for someone to work
with the Bruthen Blues and Arts
Festival planning group for the 2022
festival.
This is a paid position under fixed contract to the
Bruthen Arts and Events Council Inc.
We are looking for someone with:
•
Good organisational skills,
•
Able to work independently, but also works well
within a team,
•
Ability to work within a community setting,
•
Excellent computer skills,
•
Excellent verbal and written communication skills.
NB The successful applicant will need to be able to
attend weekend and evening meetings.
Applications close on October 19th, 2021.
For more information please contact Marj Jones Ph
0427284236 or Joy Manley Ph 0490819507. Or email us
on bruthenblues@gmail.com.

Bruthen Senior Citizens
The Bruthen Seniors are on their way to the Archibald Prize regional show at the Gippsland Art Gallery in Sale.
The trip will take place on Wednesday, October 20,
assembling in Bruthen at the Town Hall 10am with
attendees to make their own way to Sale by
11:15am.
There are limited tickets available to this event so
please contact Sue on 0407 507 849 for yours.
There are currently no lunch dates allowed but there
may be one, hopefully on Wednesday, October 27.

Pet Corner
Hi! My name is Arrow and my home is in Bruthen.
I’m about five years old, a social butterfly and a man
about town, and I love going for a walk every
chance I get. Sometimes I’m cheeky (maybe clever
and sly) and take myself out for a walk, making sure
to say G’day to all my friends in the neighbourhood
along the way.
When I was younger, I might go as far as Bumberrah, which is why I have a name tag and phone
number on my collar. Once, I fetched up at the
Bruthen Inn and Stretch brought me home in her
courtesy van. Thanks to Stretch and all those
who’ve been kind to me on my travels.
How lucky I am to live here! I was rescued from
Bairnsdale Animal Aid, where they said I was a Staffordshire Bull Terrier crossed with Red Heeler (but
I’m told I’m more like a Staffy x dingo). These days
I’m better at staying home, soaking up the sun and
enjoying a bone.

EVENTS & NOTICES
Bruthen Arts & Events Council
The Bruthen Arts & Events Council Inc wish to announce that The Annual General Meeting of the
Bruthen Arts and Events Council Inc will be held on
Sunday, October 17, 2021 at 4pm at the Bruthen
Mechanics Hall in the supper rooms.
There will be the election of office bearers and
membership fees will be payable. New members
welcome.

Sarsfield Community Association
The Sarsfield Community Association are planning a
Bushfire Resilience Expo on Saturday, November 7
at the Sarsfield Hall.
The themes will be Rebuild or Retrofit, Landscape
and Replant, and Learning to Live with Fire in a Rural Landscape. It’s bound to be an exciting event.

BreastScreen Van returns to Omeo
BreastScreen Victoria’s hot pink van will return to
Omeo From October 25 to November 9 to provide
free
breast
screens
to
the
community.
Women aged between 50 and 74 should have a free
breast screen every two years. They are the best
way to find breast cancer early, before there are
symptoms and when treatment is most successful.
All breast screens are with a female radiographer, in
a friendly and safe environment. You don’t need a
doctor’s referral or Medicare card, and screens only
take
10
minutes.
BreastScreen Victoria has safety measures in place
to protect clients and staff against the risk of COVID
-19. This includes mandatory face masks and
spaced out appointments to allow for physical distancing, and more cleaning in between appointments. More information about screening during
COVID-19 can be found on the BreastScreen Victoria
website.
Appointments for the Omeo van can be made online
at breastscreen.org.au or by calling 13 20 50.

Anglicare Financial Counselling
Anglicare Victoria will be holding a number of financial counselling information sessions over the next
two months.
Numbers are limited due to current Covid restrictions, so registrations are essential.
Registrations or enquiries please call 1800 286 260
or email bushfirefcpgipps@anglicarevic.org.au
Light refreshments will be provided on the day.

Events will be held at Sarsfield Hall/Community BBQ,
The Buchan Hub – Recreation Reserve Pavilion and
The Omeo Hall.
Information Session 1
Gippsland Community Legal Service Wills / Power
of Attorneys and Guardianship
Sarsfield – Thursday, October 7, 4pm to 6pm.
Buchan – Tuesday, October 12, 11am to 1pm.
Omeo – Tuesday, October 19, 11am to 1pm.
Information Session 2
Anglicare Bush Fire Recovery Financial Counselling – Utility Relief Grants / Concessions and Insurance
Sarsfield – Thursday, October 28, 4pm to 6pm.
Buchan – Wednesday, November 3, 11am to 1pm.
Omeo – Tuesday, November 9, 11am to 1pm.
Information Session 3
Anglicare Bush Fire Recovery Victoria and Social
Security Rights Victoria – Age Pensions, assessments and appeals.
Sarsfield – Thursday, November 18, 4pm to 6pm.
Buchan – Wednesday, November 17, 11am to 1pm.
Omeo – Thursday, November 18, 11am to 1pm.
Information Session 4
Elder Rights Advocacy – Rights of the Older person
and Navigating Aged Care
Sarsfield – Thursday, December 2, 4pm to 6pm.
Buchan – Wednesday, December 1, 11am to 1pm.
Omeo – Thursday, December 2, 11am to 1pm.

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
If you have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID19) get tested. COVID-19 vaccinations are now
available to anyone. You can book your vaccination
at any of the following vaccination clinics convenient to you:
COVID-19 Community Vaccination Clinic Bairnsdale City Football Oval, MacArthur Street,
Bairnsdale.
GEGAC - 37-53 Dalmahoy Street, Bairnsdale
Advantage Health Point - 46-56 Nicholson Street,
Bairnsdale
Gippsland Lakes Complete Health - 18 Jemmerson
Street, Lakes Entrance
Bairnsdale Medical Group - 438 Main Street,
Bairnsdale
Bairnsdale Respiratory Clinic - 20 Forge Creek Rd,
Bairnsdale
Dr Janes Place - 88 Macleod Street, Bairnsdale
Cunningham Arm Medical Centre - 8 Whiters
Street, Lakes Entrance
Paynesville Medical Centre - 2/55 Esplande,
Paynesville
Orbost Medical Clinic - 104 Boundary Rd, Orbost

Australia must head towards net-zero
People always tell me that it is up to my generation to undo
the mess, to fix their mistakes and make everything better. I
am 15. People don’t listen to me. I don’t have a voice, not a
degree, I don’t even have the right to vote. Why is it up to us?
Five years ago, 196 countries, including Australia, made the
commitment to limit global warming to well below 2°C. To
achieve this, the world needs to be net zero by 2050. Since
then, 70 countries have set goals to limit emissions and fight
our current climate crisis. Australia is not one of them. Our
leaders must commit to net-zero emissions if we are to avoid
the worst effects of climate change. If we do not act our emissions will continue to accelerate climate change, our earth will
dramatically deteriorate and the future of us and the future of
generations to come are in jeopardy.
First, you need to understand why the idea of net-zero is important. Net zero means that for every tonne of greenhouse
gas we emit from burning of fossil fuels and other things, it
must be matched by a tonne being removed. Greenhouse
gases trap heat in our atmosphere. Too much of these gases
means that too much heat is trapped. The earth has already
warmed 1.2°C and if we continue to burn through coal, oil and
gas at the rate we are now it is expected to warm more than
4°C. Although it does not seem like much, if we do not
change, the results will be catastrophic.
Already our earth is deteriorating, every day the air we breathe
is becoming more polluted, everyday more regions are deforested and every day we tip closer and closer to the point
where our earth has had enough. If our earth were to warm

Bruthen Inn
Hotel
Kitchen is open 7 days
Lunch 12-2pm (excl. Tues)
Dinner 6-8pm
Tuesday Roast Night $18 (Tues open from 5pm)
Friday night raffles supporting local
sporting clubs—10 draws.
Catering for private functions and community meetings
Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only
For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.
Cheers and beers, Stretch

Phone (03) 51575201

Youth Perspective
just 2°C, less than 1% of our coral reefs would be left behind.
Each year during summer, the entire Artic would turn to water.
Entire ecosystems that depend on it could no longer survive. It
doesn’t have to be like this. If we were to stop pumping gases
into our atmosphere, we might just avoid this all together.
Inevitably, it affects us. The consequences of not acting would
mean that the survival of our human society is at risk. Sometimes I worry that by the time our politicians finally realise, it will
be too late to fix their mistakes. Between 2018 and 2019, 1.8
million dollars was poured into parliament from fossil fuel
groups so it’s no wonder they are so hesitant to let go of their
filthy fossil fuel friends. How long will it take them to find out that
money won’t save you in a dying world? It won’t stop that fire
from burning your house, it won’t stop you from catching viruses escaping from melting permafrost and it won’t save you
from dying when the air becomes too polluted to breathe. Money can wait, but waiting to fix the mess can’t.
This generation now is the last that will be able to take steps
and avoid the worst effects of climate change. Just remember
who got us into this mess, who saw the change and didn’t do
anything, who waited for the next generation to make the
change when they already knew that it would be too late. Just
know that when we suffer the consequences, we will be blaming this government for their lack of action when change could
have been made. Thank you.
Ella, Year 9, From a speech given at school.

OPEN

Wednesday to
Sunday
10am to 5pm
The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is
simple:
 Use local seasonal produce
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods &
responsibly stewarded meats
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce
tasty food
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal
approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer
If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in
and have a taste of one of ten beers on tap

Blues & Arts Festival returns in February
Trying to plan the Bruthen Blues and Arts
Festival in 2021-22 can give you the blues.
Putting on the Bruthen Blues and Arts Festival is
always a challenge but this year has thrown in a
few extra hurdles to jump. The Bruthen Arts and
Events Council are delighted to be able to have
face to face meetings again. The wonders of
technology have allowed meetings to continue on
Zoom during lockdown but it will never be as
good as having everyone in the same room.
The festival is still going ahead in February. It will
look a little different to comply with expected
Covid restrictions but it will still be a wonderful
celebration of Blues Music and the arts. The
council expects the February 25th Festival one to
remember.
The planning group are in the throes of finalising
the 2022 program. Covid has made the team
look at some changes but they might be good
changes. Everyone loves the Duck Race but it
may need to change because of social distancing
requirements (for the people, not the ducks!) and
the scrubby growth that has happened on the
river banks over the last two and a half years
making access for officials, trainers, life savers
and of course the stars of the show, the ducks,
difficult. Any ideas will be welcomed. There are
300 ducks looking for a race track!
The planning group are also currently finalising
the performer line up and it is looking good. It is
all a big secret still so you will have to wait a bit
longer before any announcements are made.

Watch the Bruthen Blues and Arts Festival
Facebook page for any festival news.
Choosing the musicians is only a part of what
needs to be done over the next four months. All
the legal compliance things such as permit
applications, the road closure application, risk
management plan and Covid compliance plan
need to completed. Registering volunteers, taking
market applications, marketing and promotion,
community liaison and of course planning the arts
side of the event are on meeting agendas at the
moment.
The Bruthen Arts and Events Council are looking
to fill some vital vacant roles in their committee.
They are looking for a Market Coordinator to
manage the festival market. Take applications,
notify successful applicants, mark out the sites
the day before, meet and greet stall holders in the
morning, answer any questions. They are also
looking for a team of people to make some new
decorations and help put them up on the Saturday
morning and take them down afterwards. They do
have some items stashed away already. There
are also lots of small jobs that the group would
love to see community members put up their
hands for.
To contact the Bruthen Arts and Events Council
please message them through their Facebook
page or email bruthenblues@gmail.com or
alternatively mail – PO Box 81, Bruthen, 3885.
Please let them know if you can help.

54 Main Street,
Bruthen.
Open 7 days
Ph: 03-51575 415
✓Your local ELGAS Distributor
✓Supplier of local produce supporting local growers
✓Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats
✓Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)

Shop local – support local employment
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com

Phoenix Art Studio & Gallery
0438 035 777 61 Main Street Bruthen
Open Wednesday—Sunday
10.30am –3.30pm

Making Memory Magic

Community Hub
36 Main Street Bruthen
9am-1pm Monday
(Men’s Shed only)
10am-4pm Tuesday/Wednesday
10am-3pm Thursday/Friday

Creative Space
Rear 51 Main Street Bruthen
1-3pm Wednesday
(Sew What Group)
Thursday and Friday from 10.3oam
Makers Space
Phone: 03 4141 5302 (Community Hub)
Mobile: 0497 544 490
Email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au

Last year I was so touched by the
Springdale community travelling all
the way over to deliver the Herbs
for Healing baskets to our local fire
affected communities.
I received
this lovely offer from Anne Brackley
(see photos below) and look forward
to
seeing
them
all
again
in
November. It is so lovely to know
that
our
communities are
still
remembered:
More than 18 months ago our
community were thinking of and
wanted to help the people of East
Gippsland. We started growing herbs
and gave living herb baskets to
people of Sarsfield, Clifton Creek,
Buchan,
Bruthen
and
surrounds
during the Bounce Back weekend
November 2020.
During this life changing project, I
heard from a previous member of
Gisborne CWA who made and gave
boxes of treasures to people who
lived through the Black Saturday
fires. When I heard this idea – I
cried. When I think or speak of this
idea – I cry.
Over the last 18 months we have
been collecting doilies, old spoons,
old buttons, pieces of lace, trinkets,
and boxes to decorate and house
these treasures. Over the school
holidays we are hoping to decorate
boxes and then fill them with
special items that a grandmother or
grandfather might have given to a
special grandchild.
And we are looking forward to
visiting
Sarsfield,
Clifton
Creek,
Buchan
and
Bruthen
near
the
Bounce Back Market in November,
as we did last year, and bringing
our Making Memory Magic boxes
with us. We will bring with us tons
of good will and hope to continue
to build on friendships we started
last year.
Hoping these Making Memory Magic
boxes will help. Happy to have any
feedback.
Yours very sincerely
Anne Brackley for
team
SpringDale
from the Bellarine

Crostini - Pea and Broad
Bean purée with Pecorino
• A small handful
mint leaves, plus
extra to serve.
• A handful podded
peas.
• A handful broad
beans.
• A large handful
freshly grated pecorino or Parmesan,
plus extra to serve.
• Extra virgin olive oil.
• Lemon juice.
• Salt.
• Pepper.
• Crostini - A ciabatta
or French bread
stick sliced.
In a pestle and mortar or a food processor,
smash up a small handful of mint leaves with
two good handfuls of freshly podded peas and
broad beans until they look like mushy peas.
Add a large handful of freshly grated pecorino
or Parmesan, then loosen with a couple of good
lugs of extra virgin olive oil and balance the flavours with a little lemon juice, salt & pepper.
Smear this over each of your hot Crostini and
finish with some grated pecorino or Parmesan
and a little mint – genius!

1st Saturday of the month

Next Food Swap
November 7, 2021
outside Bruthen Bazaar.
Hi this is Lesley, hope to see you at our next
food swap in September, have lots of goodies
to swap, hope you can make it down to the
Bazaar, love to see you. Spring is nearly here
a great time to get out into the garden.

Come down and get a
selection of FREE SEEDS to
plant in your summer
A beautiful and friendly
Buddhist Centre in W Tree
ALL WELCOME!

Meditation Health & Wellness
Tai Chi Easter Yoga
Medicine Buddha
Family
Information and bookings visit www.sakya.com.au/siba
03 5155 0329 siba@sakya.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICES

Bruthen - Bairnsdale
Bus Timetable
Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711
Bruthen to
Bairnsdale
Morning

Monday &
Friday AM

Tues, Wed,
Thurs AM

Bruthen (opp) General Store

08:10 am

09:50 am

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am

10:20 am

Bairnsdale Train Station

08:35 am

10:30 am

Bairnsdale to Bruthen
Afternoon

Mon to
Thurs PM

Friday PM

Bairnsdale Train Station

1:25 pm

3:40 pm

Corner Chemist (Service & Main
Street)

1:30 pm

3:45 pm

Bruthen, Station &
Great Alpine Rd

2:00 pm

4:15 pm

Mobile Library

Tambo Upper**
(near school)

Wed

Thu

9.00 am – 9.45 am

Bruthen (Main Street)

10.00 am – 11.15 am

Nowa Nowa (Mingling
Waters C/park)

1.30 pm – 2.00 pm

Bruthen Landcare
Bruthen** (near kinder)

10.45 am – 11.15 am

Sites marked** are not visited during school holidays

Phone 51524225 or 1300 555 886
www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au

Meetings 3rd Tuesday of each month
Next Meeting Tuesday 17th August at 6pm
Contact Matt Pearce 0467051960

Streetgames coming to Bruthen
The Gippsland Regional Sports Assembly recently
held two sessions of Streetgames in Bruthen as
part of their school holiday program.
They have programs up and running weekly at
Bairnsdale Secondary College and at East Bairnsdale when restrictions allow, and have got a great
group of young people on our advisory group who
are co-designing the roll out of Streetgames.
“We have also made great traction with young people, youth workers and community groups in Lakes
Entrance and Orbost and are looking to get those
locations activated as soon as possible too,” said
Brydie Bourke, Program Officer with GippSports.
“As Bruthen was an identified location for
Streetgames and following some of our conversations earlier this year about the need for
Streetgames in Bruthen, I was hoping to spread the
word about our advisory group so that we can get
some young people from Bruthen and surrounds to
be a part it.”

Bruthen Licensed Post Office
(Est.1893)
Photocopying
And
Facsimile
Service

East
Link Toll
Passes

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,
Western Union Money Transfer,
Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery,
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak
& Australia Post Postal Services
Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209

In event of an emergency

Bruthen has 3 Heart Start
Defibrillators
Located at

Bruthen General Store

6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days)

Bruthen Rec Reserve

for sports events / Caravan Park

Bruthen Police Station

Note: under 24/7 video surveillance

“It is important to GippSport that we have accurate
representation and a cross section of young people
from all areas. If you have any suggestions of meetings, networks, colleagues, local events or organisations who are working with young people in
Bruthen that you would recommend me getting in
contact with, please let me know.”

TRADES AND SERVICES

ALMON

ENGINEERING SERVICES
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen
Turning And Milling
Welding Aluminum & Steel
Cylinder Head Repair

Phone Andrew 5157-5486

Chris Fella

Qualified Carpenter
Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New
Houses, Fencing
20 Year Experience
TFN 195 357 871

MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES
ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS

Peter Weeks

Craig Prior

Specialising in Gas Installations
Conversion and Maintenance
General Plumbing

R.E.C. 16896

Lic No 21065 Mobile: 0418 516 745

Data, Phone, Security Alarms
Ph 5157 5104
0417 318 363

Bruthen
Motors
'Personal service
with a smile'
ULP, Diesel, BP Ultimate 98
All Mechanical Repairs,
Roadworthy Inspections including LPG Vehicles,
Automotive accessories, Bait and Fishing supplies,
Tyres, Ice, Gas Bottles Filled, Snacks and Drinks

Landrover repairs and spares
See Phil in Workshop for details
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7AM—7PM

70 Main Street, Bruthen
Ph: 5157 5262
bpbruthen@gmail.com

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS

Truck Fire on
Great Alpine Road
Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs

The Bruthen and Mossi-Tambo Fire Brigades were quick to
respond to a truck fire on the Great Alpine Road earlier this
month.

BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00
 1/2 page - Cost $50.00
 Full page - Cost $100.00
25% discount for BDCA Members,
(only applies to black and white adverts)

A large plume of black cloud quickly drew attention and a
Fire Rescue Victoria member passing by the incident
provided instant communication to the rest of the team and
updates on what was happening.

COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $165 per edition

A Bruthen Fire Brigade tanker was on scene very quickly
and started an initial attack, in Breathing Apparatus (BA).
BA is very important for qualified members to use; this
keeps fire fighters safe and breathing clean air while
working in toxic smoke.

COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that
month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $100 per edition
COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page
Full Colour Promotional Package
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert
placed on the inside cover of the Tambo
Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $65 per edition
Closing date for November issue is 20th October
Please send your articles by e-mail only to:
tamborambler@gmail.com
(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please
PDF format will no longer be accepted.)
Tambo Rambler is distributed across East Gippsland via
email and on the web page at
https://bruthendistrict.org.au/discover-ourcommunity/tambo-rambler/
We also distribute to Government representatives,
Bairnsdale Library, Victorian State Library, and local
Historical Societies
Hard copies are available in Bruthen at the PO, General
Store, Oppe Shoppe, Bakery, Blue Bee, Hotel and
Neighbourhood House for a gold coin donation.
The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and
to edit submissions if necessary
All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and
phone number. They may be published anonymously if preferred.

The truck driver was aware that something wasn't right, and
he was a able to pull over at the top of a hill in a safe spot
and disconnect his A and B trailer from the prime mover,
which was moved safely away from the fire.

The Mossi-Tambo tanker then arrived and were able to
transfer water from their truck into Bruthen's to enable the
crew to continue to operate. A Bairnsdale Pumper Tanker
and Sarsfield Brigade arrived soon after and continued the
attack from the west.
The Mossi-Tambo crew were able to make use of a new
thermal imaging camera (TIC), which allowed them to
assess the difference in temperature between the burning
exterior and insulated interior. This piece of equipment had
been acquired thanks to community donations that came in
following the bushfires. It arrived earlier in the year and this
was the first live scenario in which it was put into practice.
“It was a fantastic team effort with crews knocking the fire
down quite quickly,” said Christine Bittner, Captain of the
Mossi-Tambo Fire Brigade.
There was extensive damage to both refrigerated B Double
trailers which were carrying pallets returning from Sydney.
Then came a very long recovery phase. This proved to be
challenging for the heavy recovery teams as the damage
was quite extensive to the trailers.
Buchan Towing used a tractor to remove the pallets from B
trailer onto a new flat deck. This worked well and it was
great to see that a lot of the pallets had no or very minimal
fire damage. These pallets are not cheap and can add up
considerably.
“This is a positive for us, as this would have been even
more of a loss for the company, we hope that they are still
able to use these,” said Captain Bittner.
“We would also like to acknowledge the hard work and
effort from the Bruthen Fire Brigade, the Bairnsdale Fire
Brigade, the Sarsfield Volunteer Fire Brigade, the
Paynesville Fire Brigade, the Johnsonville Fire Brigade, Fire
Rescue Victoria, Ambulance Victoria, VicRoads, Victoria
Police, Buchan Towing and the Bruthen Inn Hotel.”

Photos by: Jody Haberfield, Lieutenant, Bruthen Fire Brigade & Christine Bittner, Captain, Mossi-Tambo Fire Brigade

October—December 2021

RSVP 0497 544 490 or info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au

•
•

•

*** These programs will go ahead regardless
of restrictions - contact us for how to
participate

** If we can’t meet in person, we’ll send you a
zoom link

* We are following government guidelines
about COVID restrictions. When we can, we
will be open and ready to meet

Look for these *, **, or *** on each
program listed so you know what to
expect.

We are committed to bring you
worthwhile programs even in lockdown.

To Register your interest or intention to
participate, give us a call or email. An
RSVP is essential.

22 October—Paddle Bung Yarnda
19 November - Bird watching, sketching, photographing at the old Bruthen Quarry
3 December—Ramble by the Tambo

Bring your camera, sketchbook, gear and
curiosity! Each excursion is 2-3 hours with a
foul weather alternative. RSVP for details and
carpool arrangements.

On these Friday mornings, we will meet offsite at
10:00am to enjoy and explore one of the many unique
natural places of East Gippsland.

Excursions!*

Events and Excursions

For high school aged people—express yourself in a
public mural for Bruthen
Wednesday evenings
Community Hub—36 Main Street
Call or email for more information

YOUTH MURAL PROJECT*

The return of the

Creative Arts
A group to sew together. Work on your own
Project, or make something as a group in
a relaxed and friendly environment.
Wednesdays, 1 - 3pm, Creative Space

is our community’s temporary maker’s space
—a space for independent or group practice,
classes and workshops.
If we can’t meet together, contact us to receive a
kit for a special collaborative project you can do
from home.
Thursdays & Fridays from 10:30am
51 Main Street, at the back of the GLCH
Free wifi and a computer for research
Gold coin to cover cleaning costs

Cook and Eat ***
Community Lunches

Training

Fridays 29 October, 26 November, 24 December
11:00—1:30
Community Hub—36 Main Street
We will cook and eat a delicious dish from
a different culture—suggestions welcome!
If we can’t meet in person, we will prepare a kit you
can pick up—ingredients and recipe!
Gold coin donation—RSVP three days in advance

Computers

$90 per person for both courses
Days, times and locations to be confirmed
We need a minimum of five learners to go ahead.

(Provide Responsible Service of Alcohol and
Hygienic Practices for Food Safety 1)
At the Community Hub.
We will do these online courses together

Get your RSA and
Food Safety Certificates**

Wednesdays 1—3pm at the Community Hub
Pre registration is required.

Digital Mentors will assist you to use your
electronic devices to communicate, write and share
images. Bring your own or use a NH computer.
Two one-hour sessions in small groups

Be Connected*

Community Hub, 36 Main Street or by Zoom

Thursday, 21 October 10:30—12:00

Bring your lemons, herbs, chili, garlic from your
garden and clean small jars with lids.
We will make a delicious ultra-savoury
Middle-Eastern condiment - ready for holiday gifts.

Moroccan Preserved Lemon**

Food and Hospitality

If we can’t walk together, email us for a map of
local walking trails where you and your bubblebuddy can find hidden prizes.

Wednesdays at 10:00am, starting 6 October
Meet & finish up at Community Hub, 36 Main St

A gentle walk , followed by a cuppa

Walkers Collective***

Please RSVP—this group has limited numbers or
ask us to help you start your own

A group to read and discuss a book each month.
Second Thursdays
October 14, November 11 and December 16
1:00—3:00 at the Community Hub

Bruthen Bookies**

Communities of Interest

What’s on at Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House
Men's Shed*
A meeting place and environment for men to
share skills and boost wellbeing
Mondays, 9am – 12pm
at the Men's Shed, behind the Community
Hub/ old RSL

Bruthen Remembers*
Recording and preserving
local history and stories
from the district
Second Tuesday of each month
10am -12pm, at the Community Hub
followed by a light lunch

Tambo Rambler Training*
Writing and editing articles and stories, publishing our district newsletter
1st and 3rd Tuesdays,
10:30 – 12pm at the Community Hub
Followed by a light lunch

Cuppa and a Chat**
Thursdays - 10:00—11:30
Community Hub—36 Main Street
Have a chat about things that matter
with neighbours you know and don’t
know. Each session we will explore a
topic of interest in a light and nonjudgmental style.
About Mindfulness
7 October
Video + conversation
28 October Death and Grief
Guest speaker + conversation
25 November Gender Equality and Inclusion
Guest speaker + conversation

