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Bruthen Bounces Back

The Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored this month by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance & Metung

The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging.

ABOVE: From the Country Fire Authority
were Mike McStephens, Dale Giles and
Maleaha Stone.
TOP RIGHT: From Bushfire Recovery
Victoria were Coleen Crosbie and Glyn
James.
RIGHT: Anni Blanch from the Rural Financial
Counselling Service Gippsland.
The Bouncebackability Fair on November 20 was the
second annual event to commemorate the Black
Summer bushfires. It is an opportunity to recognize and
say thanks to the community groups and agencies that
assisted in so many ways in the lead-up, during, and
after the fires. It was great to see those groups relax
and connect with each other and the community.
The event had been in planning for quite a while. Local
and regional agencies had been committed months
ago pending restrictions being lifted, and availability
was reconfirmed closer to the event. Market stall
holders were ready to go after the cancellation of
previous events due to lockdowns.
Unsurprisingly working through Covid regulations and
their constant updates and iterations was a challenging
aspect, although we were fortunate that the indoor
restriction cap was lifted in the days immediately prior
to the event.
All our attending agencies and stallholders were very
accommodating and understanding of the regulations
that we had to work under.
Covid restrictions only allowed fully vaccinated or
exempted persons to the event. It can be a difficult and
uncomfortable task to ask for proof of vaccination and
potentially refuse entry, especially in a smaller
community. We are most grateful to our fantastic
volunteers who staffed the entry and checked
vaccination status. They were considerate and
empathetic to people while also fulfilling our
obligations.
We got lucky with the weather after fearing that it might
have been a rainy one! By mid and late morning, we
had busy number of people enjoying the event:
catching up with one another, talking to agency people,
enjoying the free BBQ and coffee, browsing the market
stalls, and enjoying the children’s activities on offer.
We take this opportunity to gratefully acknowledge the
agencies and organisations that were able to answer
questions and inform the community of services
available and projects now being delivered two years
on from the first fire strikes of Black summer in East
Gippsland.

New Ownership of the Bruthen General Store
Well the time has come to pop smoke and
disappear from the Bruthen General Store for
James (Nico) and Tammy Nicholas. The 11 years
we’ve spent in the shop have been a wonderful
journey.
About mid 2010 I walked into the store for a six pack
of my favourite bevvy and made the comment to
Sue and Ken Smith - "want to have a chat about
selling this place"? After the door was suddenly
locked behind me, and I beat Sue away from
hugging me....we proceeded on the finer details and
I took over on December 1st 2010. Many thanks to
Ken and Sue Smith who gave an old soldier a
chance at a fresh start. I soon learnt that being the
Store Keep brought with it certain expectations to
assist (mainly with information) visitors and locals
alike, about what was in and around town, contacts
for local tradies, services and the like.
The first three years in the store was a time of
knuckling down and doing the long hours to get the
business loan to a more manageable level. At the
tail end of the Global Financial Crisis, spending
habits were still conservative and in short - you
simply had to put in the hours to make things work.
Thus, the first three years were basically seven days
a week in the store, with sanity breaks being call
outs for the Bruthen Fire Brigade. That said, the
experiences in the shop were always varied and
enjoyable.....if not long and tiring, but that's what you
sign up for.
The making of any store is its staff, and I have been
truly blessed by both long serving and loyal staff. I
was very fortunate to inherit great staff from the
previous owners (you know who you are). The
current staff of Jodi Woodhouse, Kelsey Schueler,
Kym Davidson, Melissa Kennedy and Andrea Joyce
have been in the shop, some up to and over eight
years. Their loyalty and hard work is definitely
appreciated and they are, what I think, makes the
Bruthen Store tick along. Having staff you can trust
is essential, and I was blessed in this regard.
There have been a number of challenges that the
Store has faced in the last few years. Yep....COVID
is one where Store staff and customers have had to
adapt to the changes imposed on us as the powers
that be go through their decision-making processes.
The biggest challenge with COVID was indeed
keeping the store stocked with essential items. It
was extremely difficult to obtain the basics. We
would place orders for $2500.00 worth of groceries
and have $5-700 of stock turn up (with a $200.00
delivery fee). So it became necessary to become
very creative with getting stock for the store to
ensure that locals had an option for supplies (and
dunny paper due to the great Bog Roll depression).
One of my more inventive solutions to the lack of
toilet paper was to cut out squares from old
newspapers, handing them to locals and saying
stick them on a nail on the back of the toilet door.
Some took it light heartedly, others not.....but I had a

Nico at what has been his regular post over the
years.
laugh nonetheless.
Supply of items for the store will continue to be a
challenge in the years ahead as supply continues to
be affected by pandemic restraints and general
production issues, but I am sure this can be
overcome. I'll make one observation here, and it is
that the muppets who run Victoria from Melbourne may pay lip service about caring for regional and
country Victoria; but we all know that the words they
speak have no honesty, are hollow and spoken
with nil intent to follow through (enough said there)..
What makes Bruthen & indeed country Victoria
work is people helping people - and I am happy to
say there is an abundance of locals, supporting
locals around the township.
The biggest challenge the Store has faced during
my tenure was that of the devastating 2019/20
Bushfires. What made the store work - was once
again my wonderful staff, who I cannot thank
enough as I disappeared many times with the
Bruthen Fire Brigade for months leading up to the
final fire events that caused so much devastation.
After the New Year’s Eve fire events, the Store
remained closed for two days while debris was cut
away from roads and supplies could get back in.
Continued Page 9

Coming up on the BDNH calendar:
December
14th Volunteers Lunch 12-2pm
Community Hub
17th Outdoor Movie Night
7.30pm
Police Paddock
24th Community Lunch 11am1.30pm
Community Hub
January
School Holiday Program
18th & 20th 10.30am-1pm
Community Hub
36 Main Street Bruthen
9am-1pm Monday
(Men’s Shed only)
10am-4pm Tuesday/Wednesday
10am-3pm Thursday/Friday

Creative Space
Rear 51 Main Street Bruthen
1-3pm Wednesday
(Sew What Group)
Thursday and Friday from 10.3oam
Makers Space
Phone: 03 4141 5302 (Community Hub)
Mobile: 0497 544 490
Email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/bruthenhouse
Web page;
https://bruthendistrict.org.au/bruthen-district
-neighbourhood-house/

We were delighted to finally be able to hold a
community event after having our last 2 cancelled
due to lockdowns.
We featured local market stalls with a range of
handmade products on display. Our local agencies
were on hand to provide information and activities
and showcase projects that are happening in and
around Bruthen.
The fabulous Bruthen Lions Club cooked a killer BBQ
and included coffee and hot chocolates to boot.
GippSport kept the young people busy with games
and activities all day and plenty of artistic endeavours
were to be found at the GLCH art therapy stall and
the NH card making station.
We were so happy to hear all your ideas and hopes
for NH programs, activities and workshops in 2022
and if you didn’t get a chance to fill out a survey
please call in and do that as we plan into next year.
Bouncebackability is a time to thank and appreciate
our emergency services that assist and protect us in
times of need. Bruthen is a diverse and vibrant
community and I look forward to connecting with you
all in 2022.

Last but not least a huge thanks to our outstanding
team of volunteers who freely gave of their time to
get this event up and running. We could not do it
without you.
Please check out our calendar and make sure to look
out for our planned family events next year:
Saturday 30th April Family Fun Day
Saturday 30 July Orange Fair
Saturday 29th October Bouncebackability

The ’65 Fires, Part 3: Local and Wider Community Response

Trigger Warning : This article
describes the 1965 bushfires
confronting Bruthen and beyond and
the huge mobilisation in response to it.
JOSEF CIEMCIOCH
Bruthen faced its moment of peril on Saturday
the 6th of March when as the Advertiser
remarked the entire population stood with their
face to the flames. From 3am local residents
began using bulldozers and other equipment in
three rushed hours to clear a seven meter fire
break. A total distance of 14 kilometres around
the town.
At 7am with only two hours left for the deadline,
a burn-back was started along the nondangerous front and was successfully
completed. Hot winds of 100km/h fanned the
flames which came in close to the township
from the west and north, as well as moving
across in the devastating sweep of Mossiface
and Tambo Upper. Blinding smoke meant
people could not tell where the fire was or
where they could go for safety, but they
congregated safely at the Mechanics Hall and
other safe places, and, despite the loss of
power and continuing anxiety, there was no
panic.
This description of Bruthen and its surrounding
District confronting the worst of the ’65 fires comes
from The Tambo Shire Centenary History by John
Adams. The excerpt was read by Margaret Schutte
at the November gathering of Bruthen Remembers
at Neighbourhood House, where, along with Jenny
Stevens, Beryl Thomas, and Cheryl Hersey,
recollections were shared of the immediate days
following that horror weekend.

Above: Brigades from across the state
congregate in Main Street, making ready to
leave after welcome rain.
The town was saved by a combination of tireless
fighting in the hours and days leading up to the
event as well as a fortuitous weather change; winds
that had fiercely spurred the fires onward and had
torn tin sheets off sheds and scattered them across
paddocks finally abated, reversed course, and
pushed the fire back upon itself.
The task then shifted from defending the township to
protecting outlying properties, diminishing the fire’s
foothold, and generally standing ready in case of a
return of dangerous weather conditions.
Margaret’s mother, Helene Stone (later Grant),
recounted in her diary of the time that this close
avoidance of devastation had put Bruthen well on
the map. A State of Emergency had been declared
the previous day, and soon a great number of
personnel arrived from a variety of brigades and
agencies. Helene wrote:
Within hours Red Cross and St Johns
Ambulance, R.A.C.V., Army and Air Force were
here and water tankers from Geelong, Richmond
Upper, Ferntree Gully, the Basin, Hurstbridge,
Rosebud, Healesville and a mapping unit and a
special plane for spotting fires. There were
hundreds of men, about a thousand, to be fed
and bedded down and Red Cross did a
marvellous job in getting all food-stuffs etc.
The influx into Bruthen required a massive logistical
and coordinating effort. The Red Cross set up
provisioning and bedding in the Mechanics Hall and
medical services in the old Shire offices.
Medical relief had to be administered to exhausted

A mix of civilian, brigade, and heavy machinery vehicles become the norm along Main Street.
firefighters as they periodically came back from the
front and from spot-fires. “They were getting eye
washes and as they’d come off the trucks” Jenny
said. “They couldn’t see and couldn’t walk properly
… but everyone kept on going”.
Indeed a newspaper report from the Herald relayed
the experience of a volunteer firefighter who had
been working around the clock. Eventually the point
came at which his eyes had had too much and
when he climbed into the tanker, he could no longer
see well enough to drive.
Bedding for the hundreds of extra hands was
provided in any way possible. The main part of the
Mechanics Hall was covered with mattresses, and
many across the township provided billeting. Cheryl
recollected that her household lodged a man from
the Dandenongs for about a week during the effort.
However there was simply not enough room to
accommodate everyone. Beryl recalled at some
points people simply slept in the Main Street
gardens.
The Mechanics Hall was also an area at which local
volunteers would prepare cut lunches to be sent out
and hot food and drink for those returning.

“She was so busy with the organizing and talking,
sorting stuff out; by the end of the week she’d lost
her voice”, said Margaret.
Her husband was Greg Ridsdale, the Shire
secretary at the time, and he also played an
important overseeing role.
The system of labour and resources that supported
the multitude of firefighting teams was well
organised and extended beyond the Hall.
As Jenny explained: “some were busy cutting
lunches to take out to the men at the fire front,
others that weren’t there helping [at the Hall] had all
their combustion stoves going cooking scones and
cookies and cakes and all this sort of thing. Another
lot were doing breakfast for those that had slept in
the hall. Everything was coordinated.”
Mary Ridsdale was recalled very favourably by
Bruthen Remembers. “She was a real ball of
strength”, remarked Jenny, “If something needed to
be done, she would just walk in and do it”.
“She did a wonderful job”, said Beryl.

Margaret made the point that the kitchen of the hall
at that time wasn’t quite up to the task of
provisioning several hundred. “We had at that
stage, a little old wood stove and if you were lucky
there was cold water coming in the tap, and that’s it.
[…] What they did was have those old coppers […]
and they were using those for stoves outside and
the coppers had the chimney on them up six foot
high or something”.
The old coppers were sourced from local residents’
laundries – wood stoves with large copper pots,
which were ordinarily used to heat water for
washing.
A significant role in the organising of all of this was
played by Mary Ridsdale, from the Red Cross.

Mary Ridsdale (in background) organizing
domestic wash coppers to be used at the
Mechanics Hall for the mass production of
meals.

The brigades which came in from across the state
integrated with locals and volunteers in order to
efficiently navigate.
“Well a lot of the Bruthen guys were in those trucks,
you know, so they could know where to go”, said
Beryl.
Margaret seconded this point, saying: “Just as an
example, someone said you’ve got to go to the Red
Knob. Well which Red Knob? The one up the Omeo
Highway or the one out at Nowa Nowa? It could
have been either.”
Margaret’s grandfather, Frank L Johnston, was one
of the first to raise his hand to act as a guide. “[He]
was 76, just lost his house, and said what could I do
to help. Because he knew all the bushtracks.”
Frank’s personal knowledge of the area, and
especially of the bush tracks, was derived in large
part from his experience as a beekeeper, a craft
which he learned and developed on his soldier
settlement property out at Ramrod on Mount Little
Dick Road.
Scouting for flowering locations for his bees to
harvest and then transporting the hives during the
night-time meant that he had developed a particular
familiarity with those bush areas.
The local minister of the Church of England also
joined in the firefighting. “He was on a fire truck out
at the back of Wiseleigh”, said Jenny. “When they
eventually came in that hot and scorched, the Star
Hotel was still open and he went in. He was in the
bar having a beer with the boys, he was just one of
the boys. Everyone had so much respect for each
other, it was wonderful.”
The enormous effort continued on all fronts through
the next week. Then that Friday 12th of March, when
cloud conditions reached the right point and some
rainfall was forecast, the CSIRO Division of Cloud
Physics conducted cloud seeding. According to
1965 Gippsland Bushfires by Peter McHugh this
was estimated by the CSIRO to have doubled the
projected rainfall.
The danger began to subside and on Sunday 14th
March, the State of Emergency ended. Brigades,
volunteers and staff began returning to their
jurisdictions and homes.

An example of a CSIRO plane on cloud seeding
operation on a different occasion.
surrounds, was declared safe in early April, and the
Omeo fire in early May.
And the army, which been brought in primarily for
assistance with task of cleaning up, would remain
for some weeks.
Still, the threat was now much reduced, and a sense
of relief was finally able to be enjoyed. John Adams’
book, with which this article began, describes that:
On the 19th of March Reverend Frank Lowe
organised a thanksgiving service on the main
Street lawns, when Bishop Garnsey was
present to preach the sermon, and tribute was
paid to the work of the Red Cross and the
townspeople, particularly the Shire secretary
and his wife who worked tirelessly to attend to
the needs of firefighters and evacuees and
remembering the bravery of all who faced the
fires.
Many thanks to the ladies from Bruthen Remembers
for sharing their recollections of the time and
relevant collected historical documents.

Images and descriptions of a community
confronting a bushfire threat can easily recall
emotions from personal experiences. If this article
or the themes within have caused discomfort or
distress, please consider the following helplines:
Lifeline on 13 11 14
BeyondBlue on 1300 22 46 36
Headspace on 1800 650 890

The fires were not out though. Spot-fires, stumps,
and so burnt for days. The Valencia Creek fire,
which had been the main threat to Bruthen and its
Thanks to FRRR for funding the project under which this article was written.

Cook & Eat
Community
Christmas
Lunch

If you aren’t able to join us, you can arrange to pick up a
takeaway pack.

Community Hub
36 Main Street, Bruthen
For Bookings and Questions
please contact us
Email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au
Phone: 4141 5302 or 0497 544 490

Bruthen Senior Citizens notes
Here are the happy Senior Citizens enjoying one
of their free bi-monthly lunches at the Bruthen Inn
recently.
Lunches are held there on the first Wednesday of
the month, with lunches at alternate venues on
the third Wednesday. The Buchan Pub hosted us
on November 17, a lovely trip with excellent food.
The Seniors will be having their breakup on
December 8, with a roast lunch at the Bruthen
Bowls Club. All Seniors are welcome, but please
contact Sue Smith on 0407 507 849 to book a
seat.
Recently a group of Seniors travelled to the Sale
Art Gallery to view the 51 finalists of the Archibald
Prize. A few portraits really stood out, including
Firass by Jeremy Eden, The white shirt - portrait
of Tané Andrews, Portrait of Timothy Vernon
Moore, and Rachel Griffiths - Natasha Bieniek.
The Seniors would like to pay our respects and
acknowledge the recent passing of Gladys
McKay, a much-loved local identity.

Nina Mc Donough-Monahan is the social outreach
worker for Bairnsdale to Benambra incorporating
all of the towns along the Great Alpine Road to
Omeo.
Nina has been employed for the previous 20 years
in a variety of roles within Gippsland’s community
services such as disability, mental health non
clinical, drugs and alcohol and a further 15+ years
working in Melbourne community services.
Nina is passionate about working with individuals
and groups of people within her area and she
practices person centered and strengths based
approaches with the people that she is working
with. Nina has a Diploma in Mental Health – non
clinical, Alcohol and other Drugs, Counselling,
Management and a Graduate Diploma in Family
Dispute Resolution. Nina’s formal qualifications
and her life and work experience put her in good
stead for her role as a RFDS Social Outreach
Worker.
Nina looks at life with a positive approach and is
eager to work with the Gippsland community.
Nina will be touching base with the bush nursing
services in Ensay and Swifts Creek on a Monday
morning and she will be in Omeo from Monday
afternoon. On Tuesday morning Nina will be based
in Benambra and then travel to Bruthen
Neighborhood House, completing her day at the
BRV Sarsfield hub. Nina is looking forward to
meeting community members and getting to know
everybody.

BRUTHEN
MEN’S SHED
Mondays 9am-1pm
All Welcome
Rear Community Hub
36 Main Street Bruthen

Bruthen’s Op Shop - Phase Two
This is the second instalment on Op Shop History.
During the period between the old Op Shop closing
and being moved to the now brewery site and the
opening of the new purpose-built store, the Op
Shop continued to operate at the Reading Room in
the Mechanics Hall, still with Joyce Hamilton as the
very able Manager.
I interviewed Bill Pilgrim, one the main movers and
shakers in the new building construction and he told
me Bob Boyes was the builder with Anker Ottossen
building the verandah and Ray Donnelly as painter,
however there were lots of others involved in this
community event. Val Calvert & Valerie Pilgrim
cleaned bricks, Barb Logan helped and others
contributed what they could. There were two stages
– the front half first then the back room which was
constructed because it was noticed that one room
was not enough.
Laurie Baker and then Barb Logan were the
ministers during these years. Bishop John McIntyre
officially opened the shop in 2006 with the help of
three-year-old Amy Cheesley, whose grandmother
was prominent at the time of the first Op Shop,
which interestingly was the first ever Op Shop in the
diocese.
Another first for Bruthen is that the current (new)
shop was the first ever purpose-built Op Shop in the
diocese.
There have been several managers in the 15 years
of operation including Gayle Wadsworth and

Rhonda Smith, then Helen Pollard taking the reins
for several years each. It was and continues to be,
a very substantial financial support to both the
church and the community. The value to Bruthen is
rather difficult to judge as it not only clothes/&
entertains people of all ages, it furnishes houses
and fills kitchens with goodies..... We have a lot to
thank the little place and those instrumental in
getting it up and running, plus the volunteers for the
past 15 years and those currently there. Where
would Bruthen be without it?
Watch this space for the next episode in Op Shop
history.
Have a great Christmas!!...
Heather Rose

BRUTHEN BOWLING
CLUB NEWS

After an unsettled start to our region weekend
pennant competition (first one covid-related, third
one rained off), we are optimistic that there won’t be
too many more interruptions. We have a team in
each of Divisions 2 and 4, but not enough members
to field a midweek team. There is a requirement for
double-vaccination, as for most other sports, as well
as for social bowls. Barefoot bowls on a Thursday
evening is well-attended, with some wonderful &
varied meals provided by members or volunteers. If
you feel like you’d like to try something different,
come along and have some fun. And if you love
cooking, feel free to come and volunteer your
expertise! Starting at about 5.30pm, and cost is $5
for bowling, and $5 for the meal (children free).
Children are most welcome.
On the subject of children, Bruthen Primary School
has taken part in a regional schools bowls
competition for the past five years, with great
success, and it has been extremely popular. This
usually takes place during term one.
The Gippsland Bowls Region is keen to implement
an exciting new idea, involving a more structured
training and competition program for those who are
really keen to keep on bowling once they go on to
secondary schooling. (We are always sorry to see
the grade sixers who have really shown promise,
and more to the point, enjoyed the sport, go on with
no bowling offered at their next schools). More
information will shortly be sent out to all Gippsland
schools, so keep an eye on your sports
noticeboards, or contact us for more information.
(bruthenbowls@gmail.com).
Meanwhile, Christmas is fast approaching, and we
are selling tickets for our annual raffle for $5 each.
The first prize is a magnificent $500 Bunnings
voucher + firewood; 2nd prize - $500 Bunnings
voucher; 3rd prize - 1m firewood - to be drawn on
December 18.
We always welcome new people to come and have
a go. There’s usually someone having a social rollup on a Thursday afternoon, who will be able to
show you the basics, between 1 & 3pm.
Roll on 2022!

New Ownership of the
Bruthen General Store

From Page 3
But we got there. The investment in a 50kVa
generator some two years prior was to prove vital in
keeping perishable and frozen items ready for sale.
The generator has come into play many times since
when planned or unplanned outages have
occurred.
Store customers, as a general statement, have been
great. Experience with and serving customers has
been positive 99.9% of the time. Every now and
then life presents its challenges, but nothing that on
reflection does not generate a chuckle or two. I have
had juniors commence work at the Store, leave
when they finished school and now come in with
their own children as customers. I have seen many
come and go (some too early); customers whose
time has ended either by moving from the district or
making the move up to the hilltop of Bruthen for a
well-earned rest. And there are other customers
who still come into the Store and greet me with
"G'day you ugly bugger", to which (depending on the
customer), I have varying responses as we have a
laugh. Those experiences - I will cherish.
I do hope that I have been able to provide the
people of Bruthen and surrounds with good service
and I am confident that the new owner of the Store
(Andrea) will enjoy her time, as I have. I would like
to add that Andrea will probably smile more than me
and won't swear as much (if at all). As such, if I
can beg your forgiveness for my colourful use of the
vernacular, then I can depart happy (I am just an old
soldier after all and some habits pass hard). So
thank you for the friendship and memories.
The final words are reserved for my family. My wife
Tammy and daughters Amy and Kirra (and Jessica
down in Tassie). At short notice throughout the
years, they have always stepped up to assist when
and where needed. You know what your support
means to me.....especially since you were all busy
running our other family business.
Cheers to all and thank you. See you on the flip
side.
James (Nico) Nicholas.

Teresa Young

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT

0429 398 730
teresa.young@atrealty.com.au

http://www.atrealty.com.au/

Big Bellied Seahorse
E

L

I

S

N

E

H

E

R

P

J

S

Y

N

S

R

Z

O

F

I

V

L

E

L

M

O

R

K

O

E

S

P

E

C

I

E

S

S

H

I

A

J

V

B

T

Q

E

D

F

E

W

D

T

N

V

A

I

A

E

A

D

M

S

S

I

A

M

U

Z

O

P

T

L

E

R

V

I

E

L

R

N

N

A

J

O

U

A

H

S

B

N

Y

A

P

V

Y

S

R

S

K

M

T

R

E

E

E

R

H

P

R

O

M

I

N

E

N

T

G

S

T

C

F

O

L

X

E

T

E

F

G

W

G

X

S

R

O

S

R

B

K

O

D

S

U

E

S

R

J

A

E

A

F

S

Y

R

L

H

A

B

I

T

A

T

R

V

S

S

E

H

C

U

O

P

T

M

A

L

E

G

N

T

S

E

H

C

T

O

L

B

O

X

B

V

A

I

A

B

D

O

M

E

N

M

I

G

R

I

T

E

F

L

D

F

E

T

A

B

U

C

N

I

Z

W

S

Y

Can you
find all
the words
below.
coastal
eyes
fins
invertebrates
ovipositor
prehensile
seahorse
tail
feed
habitat
male
pouch
prominent
snout
vary
born
estuaries
female
incubate
ocean
predator
seagrass
species

Target Words
How many words of at least 4 letters can you
make?
Each word must include the centre letter. And
what is the 9-letter word? No abbreviations, no
capitalised nouns.
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
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Artwork by: Josephine Jakobi
Report and puzzles by Jenny Carter

This wonderful creature is the Big-Bellied Seahorse
(Hippocampus abdominalis), also known as the
Pot-Bellied Seahorse. It is the largest seahorse
species, growing to a total length of 35 cm, and is
found in the waters off southern Australia and New
Zealand. The adult males have a very prominent
rounded abdomen, whereas the female’s is more
compressed.
These seahorses vary in colour from white, brown,
yellow, orange, grey, and purple, with darker spots
and blotches on the head and body, and banding on
the tail. Their eyes can move separately, which
helps them to see food and predators more easily.
The habitat of these seahorses is quite varied,
ranging from coastal rock pools, rocky outcrops and
reefs in shallow estuaries, and tidal channels and
reefs in the ocean. They feed on small invertebrates
through their tube-like snouts, and when they are
not swimming they use their prehensile tails to cling
to seagrasses, rocks, sponges and man-made
structures such as jetties.
The courtship of the Big-bellied Seahorse is an
elaborate process. A number of males may
compete to be the partner of a female. A male will
go through a number of colour changes, brighten
and puff out his pouch, and swim towards the
female with his head down and his fins fluttering
rapidly.
Now if you didn’t already agree that these creatures
were pretty weird and wonderful, here’s an odd

thing: it’s the male seahorse that gets pregnant! The
female transfers her eggs with a specialised organ
called an ovipositor to a pouch on the male’s
abdomen, where they are fertilised then incubated
for 24 days until they are born. They will brood 300700 eggs at a time.
There are lots of great images and YouTube clips of
these seahorses online … check them out!
Definitions
Estuary … an area where a freshwater river or
stream meets the ocean. When freshwater and
seawater combine, the water becomes slightly salty,
or brackish.
Prominent … very noticeable, standing out
Prehensile … capable of grasping or holding,
especially by wrapping around an object. Often
refers to tails, but an elephant’s trunk is also
prehensile.
Ovipositor … a tube-like organ used by some
animals (mostly insects) to deposit eggs.
Invertebrate … an animal that doesn’t have a
backbone. Examples include earthworms, insects,
sea urchins, jellyfish, crabs, spiders, snails, clams,
and squid.
Crustacean … an animal such as a crab, lobster,
prawn or shrimp, with a hard shell and several pairs
of legs.
Incubate … to keep eggs warm and protected for
the purpose of hatching

CAROLS
Sunday, 19 December
Centre Gardens
(in case of rain, Mechanics Hall)

6pm - barbeque
by the Lions Club

7pm - Carols begin,
featuring
the East Gippsland Orchestra

New Bruthen website launched
The BDCA has just launched its updated website
https://bruthendistrict.org.au/ with the assistance of
the East Gippsland Shire Council. (EGSC).
Community input was sought through Rambler
(Yolan) and BDCA (André) volunteers who provided
the impetus for change and reinvigoration of the
site.
Another local (Jane McKay Communications) as the
Council-engaged contractor got stuck into compiling
feedback and making the website more user
friendly. The number of drop-down ‘tabs’ at the top
of the website have increased, making it easier to
navigate and find information.
Importantly, a
Community Calendar of events has been added.
This will enable community groups to add events on
their social calendar which they wish to advertise to
an online presence. To take advantage of this email:
tamborambler@gmail.com to advise of the event
name / date / key contact info. Just have a look at
what is there and you will get the idea. The earlier
you provide this information the more lead time we
will have to get the word out there for you.
Local businesses are also acknowledged. If you go

Bruthen Inn
Hotel
Kitchen is open 7 days
Lunch 12-2pm (excl. Tues)
Dinner 6-8pm
Tuesday Roast Night $18 (Tues open from 5pm)
Friday night raffles supporting local
sporting clubs—10 draws.
Catering for private functions and community meetings
Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only
For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.
Cheers and beers, Stretch

Phone (03) 51575201

to the ‘Local Businesses’ tab and notice your local
business is not included or details need to be
updated – once again send an email to the
tamborambler@gmail.com providing details and we
will make the updates.
An important new tab for Emergency Management
information has also been created. This page
includes short and longer versions of the Bruthen
Local Incident Management Plan (LIMP). You can
down load the files, print it off as suits.
Finally – take a look at the Tambo Rambler– current
and previous editions. This can be found under the
NEWS tab, so if you don’t have a hard copy of the
Rambler, or wish to send a mate a copy, you can
simply send them the link to the page. Keeping
locals old and new alike, informed.
Many thanks must go to Geoff Stanton for his
panoramic picture of Bruthen which is the front page
of the website.

OPEN

Wednesday to
Sunday
10am to 5pm
The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is
simple:
 Use local seasonal produce
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods &
responsibly stewarded meats
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce
tasty food
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal
approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer
If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in
and have a taste of one of ten beers on tap

Bruthen Fire Brigade’s new UltraLight
Fire Fighting Vehicle

The Bruthen Fire Brigade has been announced as a
recipient of a Volunteer Emergency Services
Equipment Program (VESEP) recipient with the
latest funding grants announced.
The Toyota Land cruiser will replace the current
Nissan Patrol Ultralight (ULT) to be sold at auction,
with monies from the sale coming back to the
Brigade.
The Brigade will fund $22,500 and the VESEP
Grant will contribute $125,000. The vehicle comes
fully equipped to be deployed in emergency
response activities. Timings for delivery are yet to
be finalised. Some key project details can be found
below:
Overview
The Ultra-Light Tanker delivers increased water,
enhanced fire suppression capability and ergonomic
features. This vehicle is licensed to carry two people
including the driver. The vehicle has a manual
transmission and does not require an endorsed
licence to drive. The body and cab chassis conform
to CFA operational safety standards. The ULT’s
primary role for wildfire is to perform first attack on
spot sized / remote / difficult-to-access types of fires
where these fires are safe to approach. It is also
designed to perform support for back operations,
mopping up and patrolling duties.
Cab Chassis
The vehicle is a Toyota LandCruiser 70 series
Workmate 4x4 MY20 cab chassis. The Toyota
LandCruiser is an upgraded 3.95 tonne GVM cab
chassis with air-conditioning, aftermarket wide alloy
wheels, all-terrain tyres and 100 litre fuel tank. The
vehicle includes reversing camera, reversing alarm,
map light, two x fire blankets, two x drink bottle
holders, CFA map book holder, siren and
emergency light controller, portable radio charger
and CFA radio speakers.
Body Features

Full aluminium construction, water-cooled diesel
engine pump, locker/pump panel lights parking
lights switched. Full LED lighting including
emergency lights, colour coded valve handles and
angled pump control panel. 550 litre (nominal) water
tank capacity, live hose reel with 30mx19mm light
weight hose and Dial-A-Jet branch, 1 x 65mm
delivery, 1 x 20-230 lpm selectable flow nozzle, 1 x
air-aspirating foam nozzle, Dosatron foam system,
LED work lights, 5.5m permanently connected
suction hose. • Supply and installation of radio (CFA
and UHF), lights and sirens, battery guard • Supply
and fitment of decals • Chainsaw & ancillary
equipment. Provision of tools and equipment • four
x aluminium lockers, two x rake hoes, shovel, two x
drip torches, tool box, emergency Class “A” foam
kit, first aid kit, collapsible knapsack, service
hydrant, 4.5kg AB dry chemical extinguisher,
Hazmat guidebook.

54 Main Street,
Bruthen.
Open 7 days
Ph: 03-51575 415
Your local ELGAS Distributor
Supplier of local produce supporting local growers
Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats
Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)

Shop local – support local employment
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com

Big win for anti-mine groups across Gippsland
Later last month the Victorian Minister for Planning
announced that the environmental effects of
Kalbar’s Fingerboards mineral sands mine are
unacceptable!
This is only the third project to be rejected through
an Environment Effects Statement (EES) process in
over twenty years, so this is clearly a very significant
outcome. It’s a momentous and historic win for the
thousands of people concerned about the negative
and potentially irreversible impacts of that
mine proposal. The decision follows many years of
work by Mine-Free Glenaladale (MFG) to raise
awareness about those impacts, culminating in the
highest ever number of objections to a mine in an
EES process.
MFG is extremely grateful to Minister Wynne and
the Andrews Labour Government for listening to the
community’s concerns in making this decision which
we consider is in the best interests of our Shire and
this State. If you can send an email to Minister
Wynne
to
thank
him
that
would
be
appreciated: richard.wynne@parliament.vic.gov.au
This outcome would not have been possible without
the contribution of our many supporters. Most
importantly, we want to acknowledge Environmental
Justice Australia (EJA) for their expert legal
guidance and support over many years, which was
predominantly on a pro-bono basis. EJA identified
and secured our barrister Ms Emily Porter who
decided to offer her services on a pro-bono basis.
Ms Porter's performance at the Inquiry and Advisory
Committee (IAC) Hearing was truly magnificent,
backed by strong legal counsel from EJA. EJA also
obtained highly qualified expert witnesses at
significantly reduced rates for the Hearing; their
evidence was a critical component of the
community’s case.
Also, we are indebted to the East Gippsland Shire
Council for voting unanimously against Kalbar's
mine proposal and for defending the interests of this
community as a legally represented party at the IAC
Hearing.
We acknowledge the tangible and intangible cultural
connections of the traditional owners to the
Fingerboards area and we are deeply grateful to the
Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Corporation
(GLaWAC) who made their opposition to the mine
project clear.
There are too many community groups and
businesses to separately acknowledge however we
would like to give specific thanks to the Bendigo and
District Environment Council, the East Gippsland
Community Action Group, Friends of the Earth
(Melbourne) and the Kanagulk Landcare Group for
their support and guidance over many years and to
the Victorian Greens Party who have been another
strong advocate against the Fingerboards mine
proposal.

Today is definitely a day for celebrating, however
the Minister’s decision on the EES is not quite the
final step. His decision is a recommendation to other
government decision makers (like the EPA), so over
the next few weeks we’ll be monitoring their
response to Minister Wynne’s recommendations.
Thanks once again for everything you have done to
help achieve this incredible outcome!
Debbie
On behalf of Mine-Free Glenaladale Inc

Bruthen Invitational
Angling Club News
The final competition of the Bruthen Invitational
Angling Club will be held on December 4 and 5
with the fishing area open from Bairnsdale to
Marlo.
Once again please register your intention to
take part with Pete on 0447 168 629.
The weigh-in will be held at Pete’s place on
Sunday December 5 at 3pm.
The next competition will be held in
February at Marlo, against the
Marlo Club. Details to follow. But
an idea on numbers would be appreciated.
Pete Bowler

Phoenix Art Studio & Gallery
0438 035 777 61 Main Street Bruthen
Open Wednesday—Sunday

1st Saturday of the month

Next Food Swap
December 4, 2021
outside Bruthen Bazaar.
Hi this is Lesley, hope to see you at our next
food swap in December. We have lots of
goodies to swap, hope you can make it down
to the Bazaar, love to see you. Summer is
here and it’s a great time to get out into the
garden.

Pet Corner
Local animal lover
Vivienne Cash enjoyed
meeting Joy Manley's
new Border Collie.

Come down and get a
selection of FREE SEEDS to
A beautiful and friendly
Buddhist Centre in W Tree
ALL WELCOME!

Meditation Health & Wellness
Tai Chi Easter Yoga
Medicine Buddha
Family
Information and bookings visit www.sakya.com.au/siba
03 5155 0329 siba@sakya.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICES

Bruthen - Bairnsdale
Bus Timetable
Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711
Bruthen to
Bairnsdale
Morning

Monday &
Friday AM

Tues, Wed,
Thurs AM

Bruthen (opp) General Store

08:10 am

09:50 am

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am

10:20 am

Bairnsdale Train Station

08:35 am

10:30 am

Bairnsdale to Bruthen
Afternoon

Mon to
Thurs PM

Friday PM

Bairnsdale Train Station

1:25 pm

3:40 pm

Corner Chemist (Service & Main
Street)

1:30 pm

3:45 pm

Bruthen, Station &
Great Alpine Rd

2:00 pm

4:15 pm

Mobile Library

Tambo Upper**
(near school)

Wed

Thu

9.00 am – 9.45 am

Bruthen (Main Street)

10.00 am – 11.15 am

Nowa Nowa (Mingling
Waters C/park)

1.30 pm – 2.00 pm

Bruthen Landcare
Bruthen** (near kinder)

10.45 am – 11.15 am

Sites marked** are not visited during school holidays

Phone 51524225 or 1300 555 886
www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au

Meetings 3rd Tuesday of each month
Next Meeting Tuesday 21st December at 6pm
Contact Matt Pearce 0467051960

EVENTS & NOTICES
Carers Program available to help

Are you a supporting a friend or family member who
is frail aged, has a chronic illness, disability, or mental illness? If the answer is yes, then Carer Programs is here for you.
For more information contact:
Brenda.Stobo@lchs.com.au

Chester launches biggest survey

Federal Member for Gippsland Darren Chester has
officially launched Gippsland’s Biggest Survey.
Mr Chester said the survey is an opportunity for constituents to have their say on a range of local and
national issues.
“As the local member I am working every day to
build a safer, stronger, fairer Gippsland to make it
an even better place to live, work and raise a family,” Mr Chester said.
“The survey is an opportunity to tell me what is important to you and for me to understand the needs
and priorities of the region.

Bruthen Licensed Post Office
(Est.1893)
Photocopying
And
Facsimile
Service

East
Link Toll
Passes

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,
Western Union Money Transfer,
Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery,
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak
& Australia Post Postal Services
Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209

In event of an emergency

Bruthen has 3 Heart Start
Defibrillators
Located at

Bruthen General Store

6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days)

Bruthen Rec Reserve

for sports events / Caravan Park

Bruthen Police Station

Note: under 24/7 video surveillance

Mr Chester said the survey covered topics from the
environment to community safety, health, education
and more.
“I want to hear your thoughts on local and national
issues that matter to you so that I can represent
Gippslanders properly in Federal Parliament,” Mr
Chester said.
Flyers will be distributed throughout Gippsland with
a QR code that links to the online survey. To obtain
a paper copy contact the electorate office on 1300
131 785.
The online survey can also be accessed at
www.darrenchester.com.au/BiggestSurvey

Injured Wildlife Rescue

When you find injured wildlife please keep these details in case of emergency:
WILDLIFE SHELTERS
Jade Whittingham
Wombat Wisdom, (Bairnsdale), 0473 446 161
Holly Corbett
Holly's Wildlife Rescue (No bats) (530 Bairnsdale
Dargo Rd Hillside 3875), 0432 539 408
Suzie
Waterholes Wildlife Shelter Clifton Creek Koala specialist, 0447 470 905

Save The Children

Save the Children have the gift for someone who
has everything or who would love to see their Christmas gift go to someone who really needs it.
Go to the website. www.ffkf.org to order.
Nominate your desired design and donation value,
from $10 to…no upper limit!
All proceeds go to the lunch programs at Farkwa
and Gwandi.
If you don’t want gift cards but can donate to the
lunch program, you can do that through a direct donation or via the website. It costs $1/day to give
lunch to a student and keep him/her at school all
day. Donate for lunches for a week, a term, a year.

TRADES AND SERVICES

ALMON

ENGINEERING SERVICES
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen
Turning And Milling
Welding Aluminum & Steel
Cylinder Head Repair

Phone Andrew 5157-5486

Chris Fella

Qualified Carpenter
Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New
Houses, Fencing
20 Year Experience
TFN 195 357 871

MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES
ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS

Peter Weeks

Craig Prior

Specialising in Gas Installations
Conversion and Maintenance
General Plumbing

R.E.C. 16896

Lic No 21065 Mobile: 0418 516 745

Data, Phone, Security Alarms
Ph 5157 5104
0417 318 363

Bruthen
Motors
'Personal service
with a smile'
ULP, Diesel, BP Ultimate 98
All Mechanical Repairs,
Roadworthy Inspections including LPG Vehicles,
Automotive accessories, Bait and Fishing supplies,
Tyres, Ice, Gas Bottles Filled, Snacks and Drinks

Landrover repairs and spares
See Phil in Workshop for details
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7AM—7PM

70 Main Street, Bruthen
Ph: 5157 5262
bpbruthen@gmail.com

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS

Bruthen Blues Fest
Needs You

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00
 1/2 page - Cost $50.00
 Full page - Cost $100.00
25% discount for BDCA Members,
(only applies to black and white adverts)
COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $165 per edition
COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that
month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $100 per edition
COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page
Full Colour Promotional Package
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert
placed on the inside cover of the Tambo
Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $65 per edition
Closing date for January issue is December 24.
Please send your articles by e-mail only to:
tamborambler@gmail.com
(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please
PDF format will no longer be accepted.)
Tambo Rambler is distributed across East Gippsland via
email and on the web page at
https://bruthendistrict.org.au/discover-ourcommunity/tambo-rambler/
We also distribute to Government representatives,
Bairnsdale Library, Victorian State Library, and local
Historical Societies
Hard copies are available in Bruthen at the PO, General
Store, Oppe Shoppe, Bakery, Blue Bee, Hotel and
Neighbourhood House for a gold coin donation.
The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.
The Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and
to edit submissions if necessary
All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and
phone number. They may be published anonymously if preferred.

The clock keeps ticking over and the festival is only 2
months away now. What have we done? What can
you do to help?
First the big announcement!!!
We are very excited to be able to tell everyone that we
were successful in gaining a FRRR grant of $25,000.
So now we can announce that The Badloves, Brooke
Taylor and the Poison Spitting Gin Queens and Jimmy
Hocking will be our headline acts for our 25th festival.
What else is happening?
The full Program will be in the December Rambler but
some highlights are: Jan ‘Yarn’ Wositzky, story teller
and musician, doing a show for the Senior Citizens
and then a story telling workshop on Saturday, The
Great Gizmo, street performance and workshop,
Street decoration workshops and more. The Blues
Café is moving outdoors with a choice of a BYO chair
or rug ticket or tickets to the “Taste of Gippsland”
Sunset Dinner with a gourmet picnic from the Farmer
and the Cook. Sunday morning is going to be a family
event with lots and lots for kids to enjoy plus the usual
market and music stage. A big market will run on
Saturday and Sunday.
And of course the Pub and Brewery will have live
music too with the big names rocking the hotel.
Coordinator Position
Sue-Ellen Latham of Seven Event Management and
Communications was the successful applicant for the
role of Event Coordinator. Sue-Ellen comes with
loads of experience and connections within the shire.
She will work very closely with the Planning Group.
Web Page
Our Web Page is looking fantastic thanks to Bruthen’s
Jane McKay of Jane McKay Communications. Take a
look.
Banner Competition
We are running a competition to design a banner to
hang from the flag poles as you enter town for the
festival weekend. Contact us for an application form.
How can you help?
Volunteer for jobs before or during the festival. You
will be well rewarded. Details are on the application
form on our web page.
Accommodation – if you have a spare room or
bungalow you would like to make available for an
artist please let us know.
Tell you friends and work colleagues about the
festival.
Planning Group. Who are we?
Joy Manley, Pam Boyd, Lesley Czulowloski, Andrea
‘Stretch’ McWhinney, Mez Davis, Wendy Willis, Allison
Harrower, Gerry Thurlings and Amanda King.
Tickets are on sale, and selling, from TryBooking:
https://www.trybooking.com/BVQSY
To Contact Us
Message us through Facebook or email
bruthenblues@gmail.com , market enquiries
bruthenbluesmarket@gmail.com. Postal address – PO
Box 81, Bruthen, 3885. Web page
www.bruthenblues.com.au

RIGHT: The Bruthen
Bouncebackability
Fair raffle winner
Katrina Hersey
(Right) with Renee
Taylor and Pauline
Bommer from
Gippsland Lakes
Complete Health.
BELOW: Home Made
Jams with Sharron
Goral

ABOVE:
Angela Prizzi and Heather Rose selling brica-brac, with all proceeds going to local
wildlife shelters.
LEFT:
The crowd lining up for a delicious donut.

Alyssa Rowe from Black Rose Crafts with
Riley

From the Bruthen Neighbourhood House
were Joe Ciemcioch and Annie Pearce.

