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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners 
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging. 

The Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored this month by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance & Metung 
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WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS 

There is an exciting new project supporting the 
recovery of farmers from the devastating 2019/2020 
bushfires. The East Gippsland Timber Milling 
Project was launched late February and is growing 
rapidly. 
 
The project provides timber milling of bushfire 
affected trees on properties, free of charge. The 
milled timber can be used by the land owners to 
rebuild critical infrastructure such as cattle yards 
and fencing, thereby using this natural resource to 
assist in the rebuilding of their property and their 
livelihoods. 
 
The personnel involved are local residents who 
witnessed firsthand the devastation caused by the 
fires.  
 
Landholders wanting to discuss the project and 
possibly register for its service should contact the 
Bushfire Recovery Hub at Sarsfield Recreation 
Reserve.  

Community engagement event  

Sunday 23
rd

 May  

11am to 1.30pm 

Sarsfield Rec. Reserve.  

Come along and have a chat with the project team, 
hear where the project’s at, or even just come along 
for a sausage or two.  

Mobile Lucas Mill Project  



 54 Main Street,  
Bruthen.  
Open 7 days  
Ph: 03-51575 415 
 

Your local ELGAS Distributor  

Supplier of local produce supporting local growers  

Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats  

Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems 
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)  
 

Shop local – support local employment  
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com  

“The last five years have been a most rewarding 
experience, and I will miss the contact with both the 
visitors and the artists when I close,” said Eileen 
Thurgood, owner of Amegilla Gallery.  “Bruthen is a 
beautiful little town with a friendly atmosphere and 
inviting gardens.  A perfect place to visit on a 
weekend or stop and rest on a journey up the coast 
or inland and over ‘the top’ to Canberra and beyond.  
And a perfect place to live and establish a fine arts 
and crafts gallery.”   

 
Amegilla Gallery (Amegilla Cingulata is the scientific 
name for the blue banded bee) opened in August 
2016 with a solo exhibition by local artist Susan 
Wright and a retail space filled with jewellery, 
pottery, paintings, textiles, prints, wooden bowls, 
trays and boxes as well as contemporary furniture 
and other things. 

 
Since then, Amegilla has become a ‘must visit’ for 
both East Gippsland residents and the many tourists 
who pass through town.  “It’s very satisfying to know 
that lots of visitors are repeat visitors and that locals 
make a special trip to the gallery when they are 
looking for that distinctive purchase,” said Eileen  
“and the most frequent comment from visitors is 
‘what a fantastic range of artwork’.” 

 
Amegilla Gallery has been a huge success.  It has 
provided East Gippsland artists with an outlet to sell 
their work and to mount individual exhibitions and it 

 

Created in East Gippsland 
29 April – 23 May 2021  

Group exhibition celebrating all forms 
of creativity. 

 

Family Affair 27 May – 20 June 2021  
Amegilla Gallery closes 20 June 2021  

Gallery hours:  Thursday – Sunday  10am – 3pm 
 

Amegilla Gallery 
61 Main Street  

BRUTHEN   3885 
e:  amegillagallery@gmail.com 

t:  0438 525386 
also on Facebook 

 

has been a valuable asset for Bruthen.  But now 
Amegilla is about to close and another gallery to 
open.   

 
The space will see a new and exciting venture 
commence in July.  Jacqui Reid is renting the 
gallery space and establishing Phoenix Art Studio.   

 
“The success of Amegilla is due in large part to the 
very talented artists we have in East Gippsland and 
their support for the gallery has been amazing,” 
explained Eileen.  “I am sure Jacqui has lots of new 
ideas and that the Phoenix Art Studio will continue 
the legacy Amegilla has established.” 

Farewell From Amegilla 

mailto:amegillagallery@gmail.com


 

Bruthen Remembers meets on the second 
Tuesday of every month at the Bruthen & District 
Neighbourhood House RSL, 36 Main Street, Bruthen.  
Last month there were many interesting finds in 
historical newspapers discovered at the old Tambo 
Rambler Office.  The group has been meeting for 
many years and has collected many valuable stories 
and artefacts telling a fascinating history of the 
Bruthen history of settlement and the changes over 
the years.   

 
In the coming months we will be planning an 
historical walk through Bruthen main street to discuss 
the history and culture of the many lovely old 
buildings and landmarks dotted around the town. 

 
The April group looked through a variety of historic 
material, including a 1979 centenary booklet on 
Tambo Upper, comprising some fantastic photos of 
the school, paddle steamers on the river, and the old 
punt crossing.  
 
They also reviewed old photos from the early 20th 
century, showing residents of Bruthen at the time, 
including an elderly couple, Mr and Mrs O'Mara, after 
whom O'Mara’s Hill is named.  
 
The group welcomes new members and the morning 
tea is always delicious! 
Next meeting Tuesday 11th May at 10am. 

BRUTHEN 

REMEMBERS 

 

East 
Link Toll 
Passes 

Photocopying  
And 

Facsimile 
 Service 

Bruthen Licensed Post Office         
(Est.1893) 

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,  
Western Union Money Transfer,  

Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery, 
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak 

& Australia Post Postal Services 
 

Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209 

Margaret and Hans Schutte: On Anzac Day, 
Margaret reflects on words penned by her 

grandfather Frank L Johnston in 1919. 

A bridge over Monkey Creek: One of the many 
historic photographs brought along to last month’s 

meeting. 



 
JENNY CARTER 
 
After the devastating East Gippsland bushfires, 
there is still so much to mourn, and yet, still 
room for hope and wonder … and action. On 
April 17 a varied mix of speakers gathered at 
Forestec in Kalimna to present an online forum 
“Sharing Stories of Nature Recovery: Helping 
Gippsland’s plants and animals recover from 
the 2019-2020 fires”.  
 
The event, hosted by the Arthur Rylah Institute 
of Environmental Research (ARI), the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) and Gunaikurnai Land and 
Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC), 
brought together Traditional Owners, scientists, 
practitioners, community members and youth 
presenters.  
 
While some who registered watched at home, 
there were also community gatherings in 
Sarsfield, Buchan, Orbost and Mallacoota. At 
Sarsfield, attendees were welcomed by Simon 
Hof, a Senior Project Officer with DEWLP and 
President of the Sarsfield Fire Brigade. 
 
While reports covered issues and projects right 
across East Gippsland, there were a number of 
presentations with a focus that was very close 
to home. Young presenters Meg and Faith 
Perry reported on the program ‘Sarsfield 
Snaps’, which has involved over fifty local 
children who were provided with cameras to 
capture images around them of their lives pre- 
and post-fire. This has been a remarkable 

journey illustrating the regrowth and re-
emergence of flora and fauna and celebrating 
the diversity of the area.  
 
Community member Hilary Stripp gave a deeply 
moving account of her experiences of a 
particular stretch of burnt bushland in Sarsfield. 
This was an area she knew intimately, having 
walked through it over a number of years, 
documenting it with audio recordings and 
beautiful photographs. She recounted her 
journey moving between grief and gratitude as 
the bush began its recovery and the wildlife 
slowly returned. 
  
Tom Crook, of East Gippsland Conservation 
Management Network, spoke of the ways our 
forest ecosystems, already facing significant 
threats, were deeply impacted by the fires. He 
addressed the ways community groups and 
agencies can work towards the regeneration, 
recovery and monitoring of rainforest 
biodiversity, including the much-loved Fairy Dell 
rainforest in his overview.  
 
And there was plenty more: Traditional Owners 
monitoring wildlife recovery and caring for 
country, stories of the journey of koalas after 
the fires, the race to stop the extinction of rare 
and threatened orchid species, community-led 
environmental stewardship, as exemplified by 
the Living Bung Yarnda project, the lessons to 
be learned from cultural burning practices, new 
information on the plight of frogs, the recovery 
and potential threats to animals such as the 
Long-Footed Potoroo and the Southern Brush-
Tailed Rock Wallaby, and projects to help 

Sharing Stories of Recovery 

Meg and Faith Perry, presenting ‘Sarsfield Snaps’ Simon Hof hosts the forum screening at Sarsfield 



Bruthen Pizza and Takeaway 
Ring for opening hours 

Come in and check out the menu 

Pizzas, fish and chips and a range of other 
food and drinks are available 

69 Main Street (near the corner garage) 

Phone 51575461 

threatened bird species and freshwater fish and 
crustaceans.  
 
It was also announced on the day that Nature-
led Community Grants are now available. Local 
community organisations and small groups 
interested in running a nature-led recovery 
project in their local area can apply for recovery 
grants of up to $5,000. Examples of activities 
which could be supported include: 
 
 Holding Nature Recovery Walks 
 Installing Interpretation Trails 
 Telling the stories of nature through public 

environmental artwork 
 Helping nature recover, e.g. ‘citizen 

science’, revegetation projects & more 
 Creating nature reflection spaces. 
 
This project is a joint initiative between Bushfire 
Recovery Victoria, Zoos Victoria, ARI (Arthur 
Rylah Institute for Environmental Research /
DELWP. Details can be accessed at  
Environment and biodiversity - bushfire 
recovery | Victorian Government 
(www.vic.gov.au) 
 

Each of the presentations mentioned above can 

now be viewed at https://www.youtube.com/c/

DELWPVicGovAustralia/videos 

The 2019/2020 Camera-Trapping Survey 

 Camera-trapping commenced in late 2019 

 First 240 sites surveyed - potoroos detected at 
83 sites 

 Cameras had been moved to second set of 
240 sites in early December 

 Fires swept through East Gippsland 

 Over 120 cameras lost during the fires 

Museum Wildlife Apps 
 

Want to learn more about the natural world around 
you? Try out the following free apps by going to:  
 

https://museumsvictoria.com.au/apps/ 
 
https://www.frogid.net.au/ 

https://www.vic.gov.au/environment-and-biodiversity-bushfire-recovery
https://www.vic.gov.au/environment-and-biodiversity-bushfire-recovery
https://www.vic.gov.au/environment-and-biodiversity-bushfire-recovery
https://www.youtube.com/c/DELWPVicGovAustralia/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/DELWPVicGovAustralia/videos




CREATIVE SPACE 
Open Practice for arts and crafts. 

Thursdays 10.30am starts April 29th 
GLCH rear 51 Main Street Bruthen 
Come and bring your  projects and work in 
company. Simple induction and a gold coin 
donation. Tea and coffee available., bring 

snacks.  There  are also some evening 
workshops coming  up: 

 

Watercolour with Margaret Lomas 
April 29, May 6, 13, 20 4-6pm 

 

Drawing with Deb Shill  
May 27, June 3, 10 & 17 



Interested in joining the CFA: Call in and see Nico@ the Bruthen General Store or email: 
James.Nicholas@members.cfa.vic.gov.au 

Household safety tips from the Bruthen Fire Brigade 

Remove heat build-up from the equation – look at four basic tips which you can employ around the house.  
The pictures say it all. Most importantly everyone in the family can follow this advice…it’s a no brainer…. We 
don’t want to turn up to your home to put out a fire during the winter period; we’d rather there is no fire at all  

- J  

 The Bruthen & District Citizens Association (BDCA) held a meeting in 
early April that addressed a number of different issues for the township 
and surrounding districts. 
 

Key points of interest was: 
 
 Bruthen Street Scape.  The East Gippsland Shire Council 

(EGSC) is now at the stage where they are starting to develop 
more detailed plans and concepts for the Bruthen streetscape. The 
EGS initially held a community forum (in St Matts Hall) to get some 
base line ideas for how the community wanted Bruthen to look. The 
‘open to all meeting’ produced a number of points for consideration 
revolving around parking, toilets (existing and new at the skate 
park) and town signage.  The EGSC recently requested community 
representatives to be part of the Program Control Group (PCG) 
from the BDCA. This will allow the BDCA to be part of the project 
planning phase, with representatives reporting back to the 
community developments and proposals which will then allow 
further feedback to be obtained. The two representatives are 
James Nicholas and Marjorie Jones. We look forward to keeping 
you advised of developments.  





Bruthen Art and Information Centre 
79 Main Street, Bruthen. 

Ph 51575111.  
Email:   

bruthenartandinfo@aussiebroadband.com.au 

 
The Art and Information Centre has continued 
to be busy over the last 2 months with so many 
visitors exploring East Gippsland. 
 

We recently welcomed some new exhibitors 
with some lovely paintings and smaller items.  
We have a fantastic lot of cards, all made by 
local artists. 
 

We currently have 11 valued volunteers all 
doing varying numbers of shifts. Some do 2 
days per week  and other 3 hours per fortnight.  
Although this sounds like a lot  of people we still 
need more to  cover every day. If you would like 
to  join the team and help visitors to the town 
we would love to hear from you. 
 

If you are wondering how to meet Centrelink 
requirements for volunteer work give us a call.  
We may be just what you are looking for. We 
never expect anyone to do anything they are 
uncomfortable with and  provide training and 
support . 
 

We are a sub committee of the BDCA and have 
4 committee members plus one representing 
the volunteers.  Monthly meetings are held. 
 

A social night was held for all volunteers at the 
Bruthen Inn on March 18

th
.  Cheryl Hersey was 

a guest speaker chatting about her family 
history and her memories of Bruthen in the 
past.  Apart from learning bit more about 
Bruthen it was also an chance for new 
volunteers to meet each other and to get to 
know fellow volunteers. 
 

We plan to get together several times during the 
year. 

 

On Sunday 23rd May, at 2pm, the Bruthen 
Arts and Events Council invite people of all 
ages to: 

 

 The Launch of the 2022 
Bruthen Blues Festival. 

Bruthen Hall, Main Street, Bruthen 

 
The afternoon will be informative and interesting 
with explanations of what the Festival is about 
and how you can help to make the Festival a 
success. This will all be explained in a non-
formal way with food and drink provided.  

 
 What to expect: 
 
 See our new promotional video. 
 Hear what is involved in running the 

festival.  
 Hear what the plans for 2022 Festival are 

so far. 
 How you can be part of the festival. 

 
The Festival relies on people just like you to run 
successfully.  
 
To make this happen, we are looking for other 
people who can help out with a range of roles 
before and/or during the weekend. 
 
You will be part of an energetic team which 
presents a well renowned, first class event of 
which Bruthen is proud. 
 
By attending the “Launch” you are not obliged 
to volunteer, but you will certainly be more 
informed so that you can spread the word. 



1
st

 Saturday of the month  
Next Food Swap 5th June  

Bruthen Bazaar  
 

Hi this is Lesley, Autumn here a great time to get out 
into the garden before it gets too cold. 
 
What to plant now 
 
The autumn planting window is starting to close, but 
if you get in now there’s still time to plant quick-
maturing brassicas such as pak choy, rocket, kale, 
cabbage, broccoli, mizuna and mustard. Get in 
some root veg like beetroot, turnips, radish, carrot 
and parsnip and make a start with alliums such as 
leeks and chives. Bung in some more garlic and 
shallots, and start sowing onions. Don’t forget 
lettuce, endive and silverbeet for warm-winter 
salads.  It’s also the ideal month to plant broad 
beans. Brussels sprouts and turnips. 
Broad beans are actually beautiful things to eat 
when prepared simply. They’re also quite beautiful 
to grow. Just push the seeds into reasonably fertile, 
slightly alkaline soil (add lime if your ground is 
acidic), water deeply, then wait for the shoots to 
appear before watering again. To give the plants 
some support against strong winter winds, set up a 
basic fence around the perimeter of your planting 
using stakes and twine.   
 
It’s also garlic planting time 
 

Top tips for garlic success are: 

 Plant in rich, organic soil that’s really well 
drained and has a loose soil structure 

 Minimise wind 

 Keep well weeded and mulched 
  
Planting garlic instructions: 
 

1. Separate bulbs and make sure each clove is firm 

2. Separate cloves into small, medium and large – 
you can eat the small ones as they won’t be planted 
3. Soak the cloves overnight in diluted seaweed 
solution 
4. Plant the same-sized bulbs in rows together 

5. Rows should be 15cm apart and each clove 

10cm apart 
6. Plant them point up (base down) 2cm (first 
knuckle) into the soil 
7. Mulch 2-3cm thick all over with a fluffy mulch 
(like sugar cane) to keep the moisture in and 
suppress weeds. 

 
Harvest tips 
 

 Softneck garlic leans over as it ripens into a bulb 

 The leaves will gradually yellow and reduce – 
when they have gone from 12 green leaves to 6 
then it’s ready to harvest 
   
Recipe of the month –if you still have chillies 
 
Jamie Oliver’s Chilli Sauce 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewQqC0vursc 
 
Blend together  - 12 Chillies, 2 Onions, 2 cloves 
garlic, salt   
 
Cook –  use 2 tbs oil, add chilli mixture, add 2 tbs 
chilli powder, 2 tbs sugar, cook for 10 mins.  
 
then add 6 tomatoes, 150 mls apple cider 
vinegar  and 250 mls of apple pulp or juice – cook 
for 20mins then blend and bottle. 

FOOD SWAP DATES 
5th June, 3rd July, 7th August 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewQqC0vursc


Introduction 
to Drawing 

with 

Debra Shill 

A short, introductory course of 
4 x 3 hour sessions is being 
offered for a guided exploration 
of drawing media and the 
development of strategies for 
representational drawing 
Qualified, experienced art 
teacher and practising artist  

Thursdays 5pm 
Bruthen & District NH 

Rear 51 Main Street, Bruthen 

27th May, 
3rd, 10th & 17th June 

info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au 
4141 5302 or 0497 544 490 

 
 
 

For Bookings and Questions 

Email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au  

Phone: Dave 0438 755 034   

or Ian 0402 829 186 

Or stop by the Neighbourhood House or General 

Men’s Shed 
 

Open Day 

Monday 24th May 

9am-1pm 

Free morning tea and BBQ! 

At the rear of the RSL Building 

36 Main Street, Bruthen 

 

A meeting place and environment for 

men to share skills and boost wellbeing.  

 

Full workshop and great company,  

learn new skills and get involved  

in local projects.  



May Fair & Market 
 

Saturday 29th May 
 

9am-1pm 
 

Bruthen Mechanics Hall 

Market Stalls, Demonstrations, 

Activities and Information 

Stalls just $20 for bookings contact: 
info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au 
4141 5302 or 0497 544 490 



JOE CIEMCIOCH 
 
On Saturday 17th April, the streets of Bruthen were 
filled with cyclists, families, market stalls, and live 
music.  

 
Todd Cook acted as MC for the event, and directed 
guests to the 20 local stalls, several food vendors, 
Lions Club, CFA and SES who were lined along the 
centre gardens.  

 
There was an air of enthusiasm and relief to be 
once again joining in a large event in the Bruthen 
township after a difficult period of waiting and in the 
context of events like the Blues Fest unfortunately 
having to be cancelled.  

 
The Recovery Ride had been in full planning since 
January, with Food Bank and KSJ Events working in 
conjunction with the Bruthen Blues Committee, 
Bruthen Arts & Events, and the Rail Trail 
Committee.  

 
Carly from the Food Bank event team said the 
uptake to the event by participants had been really 
positive and encouraging, and that 90% of those 
who signed up were visitors to East Gippsland.  
One of the key aims of the Recovery Ride was to 
help the local community maintain a continuity of 
events and of visitors to the area.  

 
Brenton Jones from Ride Nation set up a training 
course on Ronald Street, and was kept busy 
fostering kids’ core skills. Ride Nation works with 
schools to provide cycling workshops and Brenton is 
himself a professional cyclist. His plans to continue 
competing in international races have been put on 
hold during Covid; however he hopes there will be 
an opportunity to recommence soon.  

 
Juggler, jumping-stilt acrobat, and one-man circus 
performer Ryan Davies from Wacky Wombat 
Entertainment provided much revelry. He 
incorporated the produce of Jazz Apples, one of the 
key sponsors of the event, into his juggling routine, 
even snacking on the fruit mid-juggle. He had 
recently held workshops for kids in Mallacoota.  

 
Fantastic musical entertainment was provided by 
Todd Cook, The Electric Empire, and the Bairnsdale 
Swing Band, with sound facilitated by Brent 
Hodgkins and Donna Davies. 
 
 
[See back pages for event pictures] 

Coming up on the BDNH calendar: 
 

MAY 
11th 10am—12pm 
Bruthen Remembers 
Neighbourhood House (RSL) 
 

27th Time 5pm 
1st of Weekly Drawing Classes  
Taught by Deb Shill 
Neighbourhood House (GLCH)  
 

29th 9am—1pm  
May Fair and Community Market 
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 
 

JUNE 
25th 5.30-7.30pm 
Community Dinner 
Anglican Church Hall 
 

JULY 
31st 9am—1pm  
Bruthen Orange Fair & Market 
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 
 

AUGUST 
27th 5.30-7.30pm 
Community Dinner 
Anglican Church Hall 
 

OCTOBER 
30th 9am—1pm  
Bruthen Bouncebackability  
Spring Fair and Community Market 
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 



Make your own lantern to carry in the parade for the 
Winter Solstice Fire and Light, part of the East 
Gippsland Winter Festival, and light up the main 
street of Bruthen! 
 

Experienced local artists will be holding free 
community workshops in Bruthen:  
 

Friday 14 and Saturday 15 May  
10am-3pm  

Mechanics Hall, Bruthen 
 
Great fun for people of all ages and abilities, bring 
the whole family. Drop in for an hour or stay all day. 
All materials provided. Bring your lantern to the 
parade on Saturday 19 June! 
 

Contact Tracey Johnson 
P: 0418 221 078 

E: traceyj3@gmail.com 

Free Community Lantern 
Making Workshops  

This project/event is receiving funding through the 
Regional Tourism Bushfire Recovery grants program, an 
Australian Government bushfire recovery initiative. 

Avid readers, Bairnsdale library holds monthly used 
book sales on Thursdays from 9.30am at the library 
(dates below).   Books at 50 cents a copy or $2 a 
bag. All categories including great children's books 
plus DVDs & CDs.  Love to see you there!  

Bairnsdale Library Sales 

Booksale Dates 2021  
 

May 20 
June 17 
July 15 

August 19 
September 16  

October 21  
November 18  
December 16 

mailto:traceyj3@gmail.com


Bruthen Inn 
Hotel 

 

 

Kitchen is open 7 days.   

Lunch 12-2pm  Dinner 6-8pm  

Wednesday Roast Night $17, with happy hour 6-7pm  

Friday night raffles supporting local  

sporting clubs—10 draws.  

Catering for private functions and community meetings  

Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only  

For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.  
Cheers and beers, Stretch 

Phone (03) 51575201 

If you’re new to East Gippsland you may not know 
we run a mobile library service for our smaller 
communities. 
 
Our mobile library visits Bemm River, Benambra, 
Bendoc, Bonang, Bruthen, Buchan, Cann River, 
Delegate River, Ensay, Goongerah, Lindenow, 
Lindenow South, Marlo, Metung, Newmerella, Nowa 
Nowa, Nungurner, Omeo, Swan Reach, Swifts 
Creek, Tambo Upper, and W Tree. 
 
And that’s on top of our six library branches spread 
throughout the shire. 
 
To join the library, you’ll need some identification 
with your current address on it. 
 
Our mobile library offers many of the same services 
as our branches: you can select items to borrow 
including fiction, large print fiction, non-fiction, 
biographies, DVDs, talking books, and children's 
books/DVDs. 
 
You can also reserve items, and all items borrowed 
can be returned to any library branch or mobile 
service. 
 
But you don’t need to be near one of our libraries to 
access our services. Members can also use online 
resources at any time, including a range of eBooks, 
eMagazines and eAudiobooks. 

Your Mobile Library May  
S M T W T F S 

            1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Wed 

Tambo Upper**  
(near school)  9.00 am – 9.45 am 

Bruthen (Main Street)  10.00 am – 11.15 am 

Nowa Nowa (Mingling 
Waters C/park) 1.30 pm – 2.00 pm 

   

Thu Bruthen** (near kinder)  10.45 am – 11.15 am 

  

 Sites marked** are not visited during school holidays 

Phone 51524225 or 1300 555 886 
www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au 

Kathy Gallagher at the mobile library on Main Street, Bruthen 



Community Voices Unite in Opposition 

Smoking ceremony at the start of the gathering.  
Pictured: Phillip Ngoopinjarra Solomon 

Some members of local choir group the Alleycats 

On Saturday 1 May, over 400 people participated in 
a rally at the Glenaladale Recreation Reserve in 
East Gippsland, to voice their opposition to a 
proposal for a mineral sands mine in the area.   
 

The rally was organised by Mine-Free Glenaladale, 
a community group formed in response to Kalbar 
Operations Pty Ltd’s mine project.  One of the rally 
organisers and a speaker at the event, Ms Debbie 
Carruthers, called on the Victorian Government to 
listen to the concerns of the community and reject 
Kalbar’s mine proposal. 
 

“There are radioactive and cancer-causing 
substances in what is being mined; uranium and 
thorium are just some of the heavy metals of 
concern.  Airborne dust containing heavy metals 
and silica are health risks to humans and grazing 
animals with dust travelling long distances.” 
 

“The veggie industry in the Lindenow Valley, a major 
food bowl for the country, that can be seen from 
here, is only 500 metres downwind from the mine.  
When that dust lands on those crops, the viability of 
that industry and thousands of direct and indirect 
jobs will be at risk.”  
 

“Our wild and heritage listed Mitchell River is only 
350 metres downwind.  It is a major source of 

drinking and irrigation water and is important to our 
fishing and tourism industries.  The Gippsland Lakes 
Ramsar wetlands are also at risk.” 
 

“Kalbar now say they made a mistake in their 
Environment Effects Statement (EES). They will 
need 5 billion litres of water annually for 20 years if 
the use of centrifuges, which have never been used 
in mineral sands mining, is unviable.  That water is 
needed for more sustainable uses,” Ms Carruthers 
said. 
 

The Victorian Minister for Planning appointed an 
Inquiry and Advisory Committee (IAC) to hear 
submissions in response to Kalbar’s EES.  The 
Hearing commences on Monday 3rd May, with the 
first 6 of 9 weeks on video conference, followed by 
local submitters being heard at a venue to be 
determined in Bairnsdale.  The IAC must submit its 
findings and recommendations to the Minister for 
Planning within 40 business days from the 
completion of its Public Hearing. 
 

Debbie Carruthers, on behalf of Mine-Free 
Glenaladale Inc., Mobile: 0448 809 798 
 

Further information can be found on the IAC 
website: 
https://engage.vic.gov.au/fingerboards-IAC 



 PROFESSIONAL 
CAR DETAILING 

 

WE 
COME 

TO YOU 

PACKAGES FROM $60 - $400 

Phone Cody 0432 736 467 or check us on Facebook  

Codys Car Detailing Service 

Support Small Business Employing Locals 

Agriculture, Health & Local Government.  

How can you know what you want to do for work, if 
you never get a chance to try it? Well - we can help! 
If you are needing a career change, unemployed, 
taking a gap year, wanting to know more about what 
jobs are around, and aged between 18-25 - then the 
Industry Immersions program could be for you. 

Industry Immersions is a FREE program delivered 
by the Gippsland East LLEN (Local Learning and 
Employment Network), designed to give you an 
insight into the three industry areas which happen to 
be the biggest employers in the region. These 
industries are: Agriculture, Health, and Local 
Government. The program will be conducted at The 
Hub, on the corner of Dalmahoy and Service street 
Bairnsdale.  

Each Industry Immersion is delivered over three 
days, and exposes participants to a wide range of 
employers, broadens understanding of the different 
jobs that each industry has to offer, shows the 
participants how to apply for jobs and how to sell 
yourself as a potential employee, as well as 
understanding the training requirements for the 
range of jobs across each industry. 

Each Industry Immersion program is completely 
free, and if you require accommodation during the 
program delivery, then this can be supplied via 
arrangement. There are also options available for 
meals, and transport from areas not serviced by 
public transport (from Mallacoota all the way to 
Bairnsdale). This program is designed to not leave 
any individual at a disadvantage, and is an 
opportunity to experience all aspects of an industry 
before embarking on a new career. 

The Immersions will take place on the following 
dates:  

Agriculture 27 - 30 April 
Local Government 4 - 7 May 
Health 11 - 14 May  

To book your place, or if you have any questions, 
please contact pam@gellen.org.au or 0427012223. 
Places are limited. 

 

Industry Immersions 

At the Hub, Bairnsdale 

Disability Support Groups 

 
If you have a disability or are a carer, we would 
love to make contact with you. We are 
establishing support groups in Mallacoota, 
Orbost, Bairnsdale and Sale to help people 
come together to share experiences with others 
who understand their situation. 

 
We want to help you: 

Build your confidence 
Have your voice heard 
Work together to understand your needs 
Have the opportunity to make new friends 

and support each other 
Connect you with your local community 
Help your community understand how to 

support you 
Assist you to access government services 

 
Groups commencing in Bairnsdale on 
Tuesday May 4

th
 @ 11am at Gippsland 

Disability Advocacy, 210 Main Street 
Bairnsdale then onto Easy Eats café for 
coffee. 
 
Please contact me: Michelle Shaw  
(Mallacoota, Orbost, Bairnsdale and Sale) 

 
Phone: 0447 039 914 
Email: michelleshaw@gdai.org.au 

mailto:pam@gellen.org.au


The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is 
simple: 

 Use local seasonal produce 
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods & 

responsibly stewarded meats 
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce 

tasty food 
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal 

approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer 

If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in and 
have a taste of one of ten beers on tap 

OPEN 
Wednesday to 

Sunday 
10am to 5pm 

Phone 5157 5307 

Nature photos from Ken Russell Easter Story 

Gang-Gang Cockatoo, photographed on  
Mitchell River in Bairnsdale 

Painted Lady butterfly, Deep Creek Rd near Fairy 
Dell; Eastern Spinebill, Ken’s backyard  

The Reverend Brian Norris reads the Easter Story to 
some furry friends at St Matthew’s Church Bruthen 

on Sunday 18 April 2021. 



A beautiful and friendly 

Buddhist Centre in W Tree 

ALL WELCOME! 

 

Meditation    Health & Wellness 
      Tai Chi    Easter   Yoga 

Medicine Buddha         Family     

 

Information and bookings visit  www.sakya.com.au/siba 
03 5155 0329   siba@sakya.com.au 

Bunny Rose 
 
HEATHER ROSE 
 
I introduce Bunny Rose who has adapted well to 
sanitising & mask wearing during Covid. Bunny, 
stunningly handsome as you can see, runs the 
household at 63 Main Street.  
 
Although partial to spraying in inappropriate places 
due to his dislike of a fellow feline resident at 63, he 
is much loved & such a good communicator that he 
will lie down on command if he sees the massage 
mitt for a brushing & roll over when asked to be 
brushed on the other side.  
 
He is extremely good at head butting & cuddling & 
we at 63 would not be without him. Rock on Bunny - 
13 this year!! He says "thanks for listening!".   

Cat Care 
 
KATHY GALLAGHER 
 
My name is Kathy, though I do get called Kath or 
Kat , as I rescue street cats. 
 
There are many homeless cats roaming the streets, 
more so in Sydney and Melbourne. Sadly people get 
a kitten and fail to have him/ her desexed by 4 
months of age. They escape in search of a mate 
and so the breeding cycle starts and before you 
know it there is a colony of cats. Please desex your 
pet. 
 
Victoria was the first street cat who went in my trap, 
over 4 years ago. Took her to the vet for desexing, 
vaccinations, microchip, flea and worm treatment.  
 
She lives the life here in Bruthen, doesn’t stray away 
from my property and comes in overnight. Why 
would she leave? Smart cat, doesn’t want to be 
back on the street. 

Pets Column 

Submissions  
 

Would you like to submit a picture and story about 
your pet? - furry, feathered, scaled … whatever!   

 
Or do you have some great photos of local wildlife?  

 
Please send them through to  
tamborambler@gmail.com 



 
Cross Country at Buchan Caves  

 
It was such a pleasure to be able to attend the 2021 
Cross Country event on Tuesday after missing out last 
year due to COVID-19.  
 
For many of our students, this was their first event, and 
their first ride on a big bus - very exciting!  
 
Of the 6 schools who attended the TUBBS cluster event, 
Tambo recorded the most students finishing in the first 
three places, but more importantly our students were 
recognised and commented on for their encouraging, 
supporting and team spirit – which is something we 
should all be very proud of!  
 
This coming Monday, some of our runners will compete in 
the Division Cross Country event held at Nagle College. 
We wish Connor, Haylo, Thomas, Tamenga, Frankie, 
Iylah and all the TUBBS students involved all the best as 
they compete at the next level. Go Team TUBBS!  



PUBLIC NOTICES 

Bruthen - Bairnsdale  
Bus Timetable 

Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711 

Bruthen to 
Bairnsdale 
Morning 

Monday & 
Friday AM 

Tues, Wed, 
Thurs AM 

Bruthen (opp) General Store 08:10 am 09:50 am 

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am 10:20 am 

Bairnsdale Train Station 08:35 am 10:30 am 

Bairnsdale to Bruthen 
Afternoon 

Mon to 
Thurs PM 

Friday PM 

Bairnsdale Train Station 1:25 pm 3:40 pm 

Corner Chemist (Service & Main 
Street) 

1:30 pm 3:45 pm 

Bruthen, Station &  
Great Alpine Rd 

2:00 pm 4:15 pm 

Bruthen Landcare  
 

Meetings 3rd Tuesday of each month 
 

Next Meeting Tuesday 18th May at 6pm 
Contact Matt Pearce 

0467051960 



ALMON 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen 

Turning And Milling 
Welding Aluminum & Steel 

Cylinder Head Repair 

Phone Andrew 5157-5486 

Chris Fella 
Qualified Carpenter 

Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New 
Houses, Fencing  

20 Year Experience 
TFN 195 357 871 

MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198 
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com 

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES 
 

Peter Weeks 

Specialising in Gas Installations 

Conversion and Maintenance 

General Plumbing 
 

Lic No 21065  Mobile:  0418 516 745 

 

ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS 
Data, Phone, Security Alarms 

Craig Prior 
Ph 5157 5104 
0417 318 363 

R.E.C. 16896 

TRADES AND SERVICES 

mailto:chrisfella@bigpond.com


In event of an 

emergency 

Bruthen has 3 

Heart Start 

Defibrillators  

 

Located at 

Bruthen General Store  

6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days) 

Bruthen Rec Reserve  

for sports events / Caravan Park 

Bruthen Police Station  

(after hours – on 

Community Health being closed) 

Note: under 24/7 video 

surveillance 

Closing date for June issue 

Tambo Rambler is 20th May 

Please send your articles by e-mail only to: 
tamborambler@gmail.com  

(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please 
PDF format will no longer be accepted.) 

Tambo Rambler is distributed to venues in Omeo, 
Buchan, Swifts Creek, Ensay & Nowa Nowa.  We also 
distribute online and to Government representatives, 
Bairnsdale Library, Bairnsdale DELWP, Regional 
Historical Societies etc.  We welcome suggestions of 
other outlets for the Tambo Rambler. 

The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility 
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.   The 
Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and to 

edit submissions if necessary 

All submissions must carry the author’s 
full name, address and phone number. 

They may be published anonymously if preferred. 

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs  
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options 
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00  
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00  
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00 
 1/2 page - Cost  $50.00  
 Full page - Cost  $100.00  
25% discount for BDCA Members,  
(only applies to black and white adverts) 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page  
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for 

that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler   
 Cost - $165 per edition 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page  
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that 

month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler    
 Cost - $100 per edition 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page  
Full Colour Promotional Package 
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert 

placed on the inside cover of the Tambo 
Rambler 

 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for 
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler  

 Cost - $65 per edition 





Recovery Ride, April 17 


