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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners 
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging. 

The Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored this month by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance & Metung 

SUN CINEMA COMMUNITY SCREENING BRUTHEN 



Many thanks to our sponsors for bringing the movie 
“H is for Happiness” to Bruthen & District families.  
 

The “Rural Movie Nights – Connecting Drought 
Affected Communities” program has been made 
available through funding from East Gippsland Shire 
Council and Regional Development Victoria (RDV) in 
partnership with The Sun Cinema, Bairnsdale and 
assisted by Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House. 



“A Canvas to Cover” showing at Amegilla Gallery, 
Bruthen, is Ngaere Donald’s response to the 
drought, horrendous bushfires and the Covid 
restrictions affecting Orbost and East Gippsland in 
general and finally, this year, the regeneration of the 
bush.  
 

Ngaere Donald has loved painting and drawing 
since she was a child. As an adult, she has attended 
workshops and classes as well as completing a 
Visual Arts Degree at the Bairnsdale campus of 
Gippsland Institute of Adult Education.  
 

Ngaere is a well-established artist with a long 
exhibition history of having solo shows as well as 
exhibiting in various group exhibitions. She has also 
won numerous awards and the landscapes of 
Orbost, Mount Raymond, Marlo and the Snowy 
River flats are her favourite subjects.  
“A Canvas to Cover” is Ngaere’s latest solo 
exhibition and the paintings encapsulate the 
essence of both the devastation and the 
regeneration of the East Gippsland landscape.  
 

The opening function for “A Canvas to Cover” is on 
Easter Sunday, 4 April at 12 noon and the exhibition 
will continue until 24 April. Amegilla Gallery, 61 Main 
Street, Bruthen, is open Thursday to Sunday, 10am 
to 3pm but will be closed on Good Friday, 2 April. 

JOSEF CIEMCIOCH 

Hello to our readers!  
 
My name is Joe and I’ve recently started as a 
project officer at our Neighbourhood House.  
 
I will be editing and writing for the Tambo Rambler, 
recording and cataloguing stories and histories from 
our local groups, and assisting with our local events.  
 
I’ll also be assisting with some of our workshops 
which aim to provide resources and skills 
development to our Rambler volunteer team.  
 
We have a great tutor, Lee Flinn, who has a wealth 
of experience and has developed a very 
comprehensive set of resources on a range of 
subjects, from news and story gathering, to writing 
composition, digital image manipulation, Microsoft 
office skills, and more.  
 
Our volunteer team has already been participating in 
these workshop sessions, and we’re always open  
to anyone who would like to join in.  
 
These workshops would be valuable to anyone 
interested in making submissions to local 
publications. And you needn’t commit to being a 
Rambler volunteer or to regular attendance.  
 
Our next session will be on the 21st April, 11-1pm at 
Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House, 36 Main 
Street Bruthen. If you’re interested please come 
along or email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au 

 PROFESSIONAL 
CAR DETAILING 

 

WE 
COME 

TO YOU 

PACKAGES FROM $60 - $400 

Phone Cody 0432 736 467 or check us on Facebook  

Codys Car Detailing Service 

Support Small Business Employing Locals 

A Canvas to Cover 



 54 Main Street,  
Bruthen.  
Open 7 days  
Ph: 03-51575 415 
 

Your local ELGAS Distributor  

Supplier of local produce supporting local growers  

Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats  

Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems 
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)  
 

Shop local – support local employment  
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com  

Coming up on the BDNH calendar: 
 

APRIL 
23rd 5.30-7.30pm 
Community Dinner 
Anglican Church Hall 
 

MAY 
29th 9am—1pm  
May Fair and Community Market 
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 
 

JUNE 
25th 5.30-7.30pm 
Community Dinner 
Anglican Church Hall 
 

JULY 
31st 9am—1pm  
Bruthen Orange Fair & Market 
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 
 

AUGUST 
27th 5.30-7.30pm 
Community Dinner 
Anglican Church Hall 
 

OCTOBER 
30th 9am—1pm  
Bruthen Bouncebackability  
Spring Fair and Community Market 
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 

CREATIVE SPACE 
Open Practice for arts and crafts. 

Thursdays 10.30am starts April 29th 
GLCH rear 51 M ain Street Bruthen 
Come and bring your  projects and work in 
company. Simple induction and a gold coin 
donation. Tea and coffee available., bring 

snacks.  There  are also some evening 
workshops coming  up: 

 

Watercolour with Margaret Lomas 
April 29, May 6, 13, 20 4-6pm 

 

Drawing with Deb Shill  
May 27, June 3, 10 & 17 

Pictured:  Yolan Berry, Pamela Boyd and Belle Galpin 
utilising the space and natural light to work at our 
new Creative Space 



Thanks to Leanne Jennings of Bairnsdale 
Neighbourhood House for facilitating the Rural 
Minds Workshop in Bruthen.  (Pictured right)) 
Participants worked through a culturally tailored 
program designed to raise awareness and 
confidence, grow understanding and ensure the 
information is embedded at a local level into 
agricultural and farming communities.  
 
Including compelling accounts of mental health 
issues from those involved in the agricultural sector, 
and a suite of Rural Minds videos to accompany the 
delivery of the workshop; tailored particularly for 
primary producers, their families and those who 
work and/or live in rural communities.  

Bruthen Remembers meets on the second 
Tuesday of every month at the Bruthen & District 
Neighbourhood House RSL, 36 Main Street, Bruthen.  
Last month there were many interesting finds in 
historical newspapers discovered at the old Tambo 
Rambler Office.  The group has been meeting for 
many years and have collected many valuable 
stories and artifacts telling a fascinating history of the 
Bruthen history of settlement and the changes over 
the years.   
 
In the coming months we will be planning an 
historical walk through Bruthen main street to discuss 
the history and culture of the many lovely old 
buildings and landmarks dotted around the town. 
 
The March group also read through a handwritten 
diary from the mother of one of the members which 
detailed her and her family’s experience in the 
bushfires in the late 1960s.  The detail, descriptions 
and local knowledge was mesmerising and we look 
forward to hearing more and documenting this 
valuable insight into how the community banded 
together to assist those that were impacted in 
rebuilding and support. 
 
The group welcomes new members and the morning 
tea is always delicious! 
 
Next meeting Tuesday 13th April at 10am. 

BRUTHEN 

REMEMBERS 

Above: Margaret Schutte, Beryl Thomas and Jenny 
Stevens enjoying a cuppa and morning tea at our 
March Bruthen Remembers gathering with historic 
newspapers and interesting articles. 



JENNY CARTER 

Storytellers, performers, artists and keen 
audience participants gathered together at Lake 
Tyers Beach Hall over the long weekend of 
March 6-8 to share in the eighth ‘Stories of 
Influence’, an event which explores themes of 
truth-telling and connection to community and 
country.  

The weekend kicked off with a walk at Oneonta, a 
twelve-acre property at Lake Tyers Beach that was 
donated to the former Shire of Tambo in 1994 for 
community use and environmental education by 
Dilys Ramsdell in memory of her husband Jack. 
Jack would be well known to many East 
Gippslanders as having run the Nowa Nowa sawmill 
in the early 1950s, along with his gallery and an 
extensive native garden. The walk, guided by local 
‘Friends of Oneonta’, was preceded by a report from 
Greg Fyfe of Wildlife Unlimited, who detailed the 
results of ongoing biodiversity surveys in the area.  

Attendees were also entertained with a performance 

by gum-leaf player extraordinaire Uncle Herb 
Patten, who had returned to take part in Stories of 
Influence for a second year. With everyone returning 
to the hall, Grattan Mullett Snr. opened the weekend 
with a Welcome To Country.   

There was plenty of great music throughout the 
weekend to entertain the crowd, including 
performances by legendary singer-songwriter Neil 
Murray, a founding member of the Warumpi Band, 
storyteller and musician Jan (‘Yarn’)Wositzky whose 
music career began with the Bushwhackers Band, 
and Bruthen’s own Todd Cook. Neil and Jan also 
took part in a sometimes funny, sometimes deeply 
moving conversation hosted by Mallacoota artist 
Don Ashby, where they discussed pivotal moments 
and encounters in their careers, issues of 
reconciliation and their understanding of what it 
means to be Australian.  

The theme of reconciliation was further explored in a 
session hosted by Reconciliation East Gippsland. 
This was led by locals Shane Rees and Leanne 
Flaherty, and included Alan Coe, chair of GEGAC 
(Gippsland and East Gippsland Aboriginal Co-

A Weekend of Stories, Song & Connection 

Jan Wositzky and Neil Murray in conversation, Sunday evening. The animated Aviva Reed, on ecology and evolution.  

From left: Todd Cook; Helen Sheil, Greg Fyfe & Uncle Herb Patten; Don Ashby; Chris Flynn. 



operative), and East Gippsland Shire Mayor Mendy 
Urie. 

The two guest authors at Stories of Influence, Aviva 
Reed and Chris Flynn, create complex imaginary 
worlds, albeit in very different ways.  In each case 
though they are inspired and informed by science.   

Aviva draws together her skills as a visual artist, 
scientist and educator to create books like the 
exquisitely-illustrated ‘Eon: the story of fossils’, 
explaining the evolution of the earth from five billion 
years ago to the present.    

Irish-born Chris Flynn, now a resident of Phillip 
Island, was joined on stage by ABC Gippsland’s 
Rachael Lucas to discuss his novel ‘Mammoth’ 
which has been short-listed for the 2021 Indie Book 
Awards. Narrated by a 13,000-year-old extinct 
mammoth, this highly imaginative work is, according 
to Australian writer Thomas Keneally, both ‘playful 
and serious, encapsulating the macro-history of all 
life in the tale of one species I don’t think anyone 
else has quite done that.’ 

In other sessions, event organiser Dr Helen Sheil, 
director of the Centre for Rural Communities, 
explained the background and development of 
‘Stories of Influence’, Don Ashby spoke of ‘Art as 
Intervention’, and Di Deppeler and Jenny Noyes 
spoke of their long involvement in community arts 
projects in East Gippsland. Jan Wositzky led a 
workshop on writing and oral storytelling, while a 
fireside gathering on Sunday evening provided the 
perfect opportunity for more songs and stories.  

Helen was delighted with the success of the 
weekend and the many new encounters and 
thoughtful conversations it stimulated. She was also 
deeply appreciative of the invaluable contributions 
made by participants from Mallacoota to Bairnsdale 
and beyond.  

These included a number from Bruthen & District. 
Brent Hodgkins of Bruthen Music, assisted by 
Donna Davies, provided and operated the sound 
system for the Saturday night concert. Grattan and 
Lizzie Mullett attended, along with their son James, 
who is working as an apprentice chef at the Bush 
Café in Kalimna. James teamed up with Clifton 
Creek duo John Ireland and Jill Hermans to 
produce fabulous paella. Indeed food provided 
throughout the event was delicious and abundant, 
thanks to a dedicated catering team.  

Wolfgang and Joe Ciemcioch, from Tambo Upper, 
filmed and recorded all the weekend’s events and 
assisted Doug Stephenson from Ensay, who ran 
the sound system for Sunday and Monday.   

Todd Cook enthralled the audience with his stories, 
music and deeply felt lyrics. Word is that he was so 
motivated by the weekend he has new recordings 
to release.  

Stories of Influence was originally scheduled for 

October 2020, but COVID-19 restrictions meant 

that Helen Sheil and her team of volunteers had to 

constantly revise plans and shift the event to March 

this year. It is a great credit to them and the 

community connections the event has engendered 

that this wonderful weekend was so successful.  

A beautiful and friendly 

Buddhist Centre in W Tree 

ALL WELCOME! 

 

Meditation    Health & Wellness 
      Tai Chi    Easter   Yoga 

Medicine Buddha         Family     

 

Information and bookings visit  www.sakya.com.au/siba 
03 5155 0329   siba@sakya.com.au 

Jill Hermans and Gabe Anderson serving up a feast prepared 
by the fantastic catering team. 

Shire Mayor Mendy Urie, Uncle Alan Coe, Shane Rees..  



commencing from 10:30 am.  

Ride 3: 54km (Bruthen to Nowa Nowa return) 

commencing from 10:00 am. 

But if cycling is not for you, the Recovery Ride still 

has you covered.  

It will also feature an event village based in Bruthen 

with a market displaying some of the best local 

produce and small business offerings, an array of 

children's amusements to keep the kids entertained 

including fun cycling skills clinics, food trucks, a 

special activity from Montague JAZZ™ Apple, as 

well as local live entertainment throughout the day. 

The Recovery Ride is not a race but rather a family-

friendly activity. Take your time and enjoy the route. 

Due to the nature of the track, it is recommended 

participants do not use road bikes, with Mountain 

Bikes or Hybrids being the preferable option.  

E-bikes are welcome as well. If you would like to 

hire a bike for the event the organisers recommend 

contacting ventureout.com.au 

All participants will be supported by KSJ Events 

cycling support team during the ride. There will be 

several refreshment stations along the way that will 

offer water refills, snack options including fresh 

Foodbank Victoria is committed to assisting with 

the long-term recovery after the 2020 Bushfires, 

whether that be through food relief or economic 

support.  

One of its exciting initiatives is the 2021 Recovery 

Ride, centred in Bruthen, which aims to bring 

families from far and wide to discover all that East 

Gippsland has to offer. With the support of event 

sponsor Montague JAZZ™ Apple and delivery 

partner KSJ Events it promises to be a special day 

for visitors and locals alike. 

WHEN: Saturday 17 April 2021. 

Registration check-in & event village opens from 

8:30am. 

Rides kick off from 10:00 am 

WHERE: Main Street, Bruthen  

COST: $10 per person – Children under 6 years 

free of charge 

This is your chance to enjoy a fun ride along the 

East Gippsland Rail Trail and finish off your day in 

the Main Street gardens with a mix of local 

entertainment and local produce.  

About the ride: 

The event will provide three cycling route options to 

cater for all: 

Ride 1: 10km (Bruthen to Mossiface return) 

commencing from 10:45 am. Perfect for little kids or 

the novice cyclist. 

Ride 2: 42km (Bruthen to Nicholson return) 

Recovery Ride 2021 

http://ventureout.com.au


Montague JAZZ™ Apples, sunscreen and any minor 

repair or first aid assistance. 

Do you have young kids who love to cycle? Ride 

Nation, one of Australia’s largest cycling networks, 

will be running various cycling skills clinics. Your 

child will have the chance to get on the bike, 

connect with other young cyclists and learn lifelong 

skills from some of Australia's best accredited 

coaches. 

For all your bike storage needs a bike parking valet 

service will be available on the day from 8:30am – 

3:00pm. 

Registration: 

To participate in the Recovery Ride pre-event 

registration is required. All ride terms and conditions 

must be agreed to prior to the event. On the day 

there will be a designated ride registration check-in 

point. All participants will be required to check-in 

upon their arrival to receive their Montague JAZZ ™ 

Apple Recovery Ride participant pack, including a 

cap, water bottle and registration ID number plate. 

COVID-19 SAFETY: 

A thorough COVIDSafe plan will be implemented in 

line with the Victorian Government's Public Events 

Framework. Event organisers will work with DHHS 

and all relevant parties to ensure that all aspects of 

the event experience are consistent with public 

health expectations. 

The following points are some of the measures to 

be implemented on the day providing a safe event 

for all. 

 In line with the COVID Safe Plan, personal details will 

be collected for contact tracing purposes. QR scan 

codes will be required to be scanned upon entry into 

the event, and proof of completion will be required at 

ride registration points. 

 1.5 meters physical distancing is required between all 

groups from different households, whilst cycling and 

within the event village. 

 Participants and attendees must carry a face mask 

with them at all times. If the required 1.5m physical 

distancing is not possible, fitted face masks need to 

be worn. 

 Trained COVID19 marshals will be present, ensuring 

that all guidelines are obeyed, and event site cleaning 

is maintained. 

 Hand sanitiser stations will be available throughout 

the event, including at refresh stations. All attendees 

will be encouraged to sanitise hands upon entry to the 

event precinct. 

 If required, to avoid crowding and congestion start 

lines/ times will be staggered to ensure that physical 

distancing is maintained, this may also apply to the 

number of people at refresh stations at any one time. 

 Participants who are displaying symptoms (cough, 

sore throat, fever) are asked not to attend the event 

along with anyone who is awaiting test results.  

Further information about Covid19 and testing can be 

found at the DHHS website.  

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 

General Inquiries 

recoveryride@foodbankvictoria.org.au 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
mailto:recoveryride@foodbankvictoria.org.au


After a false start to face-to-face meetings due to 
February’s five-day COVID lockdown, we were 
finally able to get out and about over four weeks, 
visiting fire-affected communities in East 
Gippsland and the North East. 
 
Our meetings took us to Walwa in the North East, 
up to Falls Creek in the Alps, across to Mallacoota 
in East Gippsland, and many communities in 
between. We covered more than 5,000 kilometres 
to listen to communities share their experiences of 
recovery from the 2019–20 Victorian fires. 
 
Over this time, we held a total of 36 face-to-face 
meetings involving individuals, members of 
Community Recovery Committees, and staff from 
organisations working in recovery.  
 
Our sincere thanks to the community members, 
council staff and Bushfire Recovery Victoria hub 
coordinators who helped with these meetings – 
from organising venues and catering, through to 
spreading the word. We really appreciated your 
enthusiasm and willingness to see these meetings 
happen in your community.  
 
What you shared with us 
We’re very grateful to everyone who participated 
in these meetings particularly for your honesty 
and openness.  For many people recounting their 
story and experiences from the fires was still very 
raw and emotional. We were humbled by your 
willingness to talk about what had and hadn’t 
worked in recovery, even though it was a difficult 
conversation.  
 
Frequently shared themes or topics include:  

 The level of involvement communities are 
having in their own recovery and capacity to 
make and influence important recovery 
decisions 

 The complexity and fairness of funding 
eligibility requirements, application processes 
and decisions for both community and 
individual funding  

 The value of the case support program and 
the assistance this has provided to individuals 
in navigating their recovery 

 The resilience and strength of community as 
they have come together to support each other 

in recovery 

 The importance of being better prepared for 
future emergencies and having appropriate 
support from relevant agencies and 
organisations to make this happen 

 The timeliness and complexity of planning and 
re-building and the impact this has on recovery 

 The workload and expectation that has been 
placed on Community Recovery Committees 
whose voluntary members are supporting their 
communities and trying to recover 

 How recovery progress affects the health and 
wellbeing of individuals and community 

 
Your experiences will enable us to consider what 
improvements may be required for better 
outcomes after future events.  

Full details on the Inquiry, its Terms of Reference 
and community participation are available 
from www.igem.vic.gov.au  or by calling (03) 8684 
7900.   

IGEM Fire Season Inquiry 
Community Update 8 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__vic.us20.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D268d5471d8b6b2c0ed4834ce9-26id-3Dad8a8975b3-26e-3Ddce31cf8b2&d=DwMFaQ&c=JnBkUqWXzx2bz-3a05d47Q&r=QukCLr8pYLSt-nBw5EXdMtH2l7pPa5h-l4ZMnqn07U4dW_f5pcOtgZHvNbXZ3fPb


and capacity building.” Mr Conway added. 

FFMVic crews are adhering to appropriate physical 
distancing and hygiene requirements to ensure we 
can safely continue our operations across the state. 

To find out how we are reducing bushfire risk in your 
area, we encourage you to visit our website and 
view Gippsland’s Joint Fuel Management Program: 
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/ 

You can also view our longer-term bushfire 
management strategy by visiting the Safer Together 
website: 
https://www.safertogether.vic.gov.au/ 

To find out when and where planned burns are 
happening near you go to:  
vic.gov.au/plannedburns or call 1800 226 226. 

Bruthen Pizza and Takeaway 
Ring for opening hours 

Come in and check out the menu 

Pizzas, fish and chips and a range of other 
food and drinks are available 

69 Main Street (near the corner garage) 

Phone 51575461 

With current cooler conditions and suitable moisture 
levels, Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) 
firefighters have started the autumn planned burning 
program in targeted locations across Gippsland. 

FFMVic Gippsland Deputy Chief Fire Officer Geoff 
Conway said: “Planned burning is part of Forest Fire 
Management Victoria’s year-round program to 
reduce bushfire risk. 

“Our strategic fuel management approach gives our 
firefighters a better chance of controlling fires when 
they do occur, reducing impacts on people, property 
and the environment. 

“To date, several successful planned burns have 
been completed throughout the region. 

“Earlier this month, our crews completed planned 
burns in the Wonnangatta Valley. These ecological 
burns were focused on modifying the vegetation 
structure to assist the promotion of alluvial plains 
grassland. They will also provide protection to the 
township of Dargo. 

“In west Gippsland, three burns strategically 
positioned to provide protection to the township of 
Rawson have been completed. Two burns to the 
north of Rawson and one to the south. 

“The Brothers planned burn, north of Benambra was 
completed in multiple stages. This complex 3,500 
hectare fuel reduction burn was a high priority for 
FFMVic and has had strong community support. 

"Additionally, crews have completed several 
successful fuel reduction burns in the Bendoc area, 
providing protection to the township, neighbouring 
private properties and communities on the NSW-
Victorian border. 

“Our crews follow careful processes before, during 
and after a burn, to make sure it is kept safe and 
controlled. Weather conditions are assessed and 
monitored, control lines and contingency areas are 
prepared, traffic control is put in place and fire crews 
monitor the area for several days afterwards to put 
out or remove smouldering material. 

“In areas where planned burning is less effective, 
or not suitable to deliver, we focus more on other 
strategies such as mechanical fuel management, as
set protection, community partnerships, response 

Targeted planned burning 
underway in Gippsland  



What a season! The weekend of the 20th of 
March our B grade side went into the grand final 
as underdogs against Paynesville.  

The preparation for this started just before 
Christmas with Bruthen winning their last 8 
games of the season (1 game abandoned due 
to covid). This put them in great stead and 
helped them to be able to secure 2nd position 
on the ladder going into finals. This also 
secured a home final along with putting them 
straight through to the grand final when their 
semi final match was abandoned.  

All players rose to these occasions during the 
season and all took their time to shine in the 
grand final game. Kaleb Hodson (captain) won 
the toss and chose to put the runs on the board 
in the first innings. Making 112 runs with 
Rodney Johnson top scoring on 25.  

Many were unsure if this was going to be 
enough, but Bruthen have always had a strong 
bowling attack. A huge 4 wickets were taken by 
Brodie Matthews in the first 15 overs of the 2nd 
innings with only going for 15 runs (Man of the 
Match). Nathan Aston bowled from the 
opposing end and even though he was not 
rewarded in wickets, he was able to keep 
Paynesville to their low score with only going for 
4 runs. Other wicket takers included Lloydd 
Jones, Kaleb Hodson and Cec Matthews (2 
wicket's each). Bruthen Bowled out Paynesville 
for 72 runs and were awarded B grade 
Premiers!  

Congratulations to our under 13's side that 

continued to improve throughout the season. C 
grade were not able to make finals but had a 
great go in the 20/21 season giving a lot of 
junior players the experience to play senior 
cricket. Congratulations to our under 16's side 
and Joel Aston for making the semi finals with a 
very young side for the competition. Looking 
very promising for the next few seasons.  

A huge congratulations to David Cameron, 
Kaleb Hodson and the B grade side for being 
able to secure the B grade senior cup and 
become season 2020/21 Premiers! All are 
looking forward to continuing to  push 
themselves and strive for an A grade side again 
in Bruthen in the near future.  

Bruthen Cricket Club B grade premiers!  

Bruthen Inn 
Hotel 

 

 

Kitchen is open 7 days.   

Lunch 12-2pm  Dinner 6-8pm  

Wednesday Roast Night $17, with happy hour 6-7pm  

Friday night raffles supporting local  

sporting clubs—10 draws.  

Catering for private functions and community meetings  

Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only  

For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.  
Cheers and beers, Stretch 

Phone (03) 51575201 

The B grade side called in to celebrate with long time 
supporter, Ernie Beckhurst  



What a busy month we’ve had, and a very 
successful end to the limited pennant season! 
 
The Saturday Div 2 team were winners against 
Paynesville, and then some members were 
included in the winning East Gippsland team 
against North Gippsland. 
 
Peter O’Keeffe (Vice President; pictured) with 
the winning shield. 
 
On top of that, our young hopefuls 
at Bruthen PS beat 6 other primary schools to 
go through to the next round in Morwell, along 
with the runners-up, one of the 2 teams from 
Lindenow PS. In Morwell they played against 2 
teams from Cowes, and Cowes A came out top, 
with Lindenow in second place. 
 
Some of these students have brought their 
families to Barefoot Bowls on Thursday nights. 
We have had 40+ people of all ages enjoying 
the fun, as well as a great meal, over the last 
few weeks. Unfortunately, by the time you’re 
reading this, daylight savings will be over, but 
these fun nights will be back in October. During 
the winter, weather permitting, we have 
social bowls on a Thursday afternoon. (No 
equipment needed except for flat-soled shoes). 
 
For more information, please contact us 
on bruthenbowls@gmail.com, or call 0411 
757896.  

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS 

The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is 
simple: 

 Use local seasonal produce 
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods & 

responsibly stewarded meats 
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce 

tasty food 
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal 

approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer 

If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in and 
have a taste of one of ten beers on tap 

OPEN 
Wednesday to 

Sunday 
10am to 5pm 

Phone 5157 5307 

A Great Season’s End for Bruthen Bowls 

mailto:bruthenbowls@gmail.com


Bruthen’s Netball courts have been resurfaced 
and upgraded to make it safer for players. 

The Bruthen Netball Association secured a 
$10,000 grant from the Federal Government’s 
#lovegippsland Stronger Communities Program 
to help fund the project.  

Local MP Darren Chester said the re-surface 
would ensure the safety of players and officials. 

“This is great news for the 
Bruthen Netball Association who will once again 
be able to hold competitions in the Omeo and 
District Football and Netball League and be 
able to host finals,” Mr Chester said. 

“The old courts had been deemed unsuitable by 
officials from Netball Victoria, so it was 
important for the safety of players and officials 
that this work was done.  

“There will be many people in the Bruthen and 
district who will be pleased to see the 
resurfacing of the courts. 

“The upgraded courts will encourage more 
women and girls to play netball in our 
community, promoting health active lifestyles.” 

Mr Chester said he was also keen to secure 
additional funding for a major upgrade of 
recreation reserve facilities. 

“Bruthen is growing as a community and the 
recreation reserve is an important hub for a 
range of activities,” Mr Chester said. 

“Despite the great work by a team of volunteers, 
the facilities need additional funding and I’m 
keen to work with locals to attract more grant 
funding in the future.” 

Bruthen Netball Association Vice President 
Lucy Leeming said the Bruthen Netball Club 
had been working behind the scenes as they 
endeavoured to create a safer, more 
comfortable and enjoyable environment for their 
netballers. 
 
“The club has seen a swelling of numbers over 
the past few years with success both on and off 
the court,” Ms Leeming said. 

“We want to create an atmosphere where 
women’s mental and physical health are at the 
centre of what we do. 

“Netball is a team game, and when you have a 
positive, welcoming atmosphere around the 
club you get people coming back and the 
success on the court follows. 

“The court upgrade is a huge help and the next 
step is to look at change rooms and toilet 
facilities for the club.” 

Bruthen Netball Courts Upgrade 

Local MP Darren Chester, pictured with Bruthen Netball Association members Emma Tatlow, Vice President Lucy Leeming and 
Jaquie Nethercote, said the netball court re-surface would ensure the safety of players and officials.  



  
Darren Chester MP recently announced the 2021 
Volunteer Grants round was now open for 
Expressions of Interest (EOI) and encouraged local 
volunteer organisations to apply. 
  
“We are lucky in Gippsland to have so many 
fantastic volunteer and community organisations,” 
Mr Chester said. 
  
“Volunteers dedicate a lot of time to helping the 
community through community events, fundraising, 
support services and more. 
  
“This funding is designed to assist the organisations 
to ensure they can continue to provide for and 
support the community safely and appropriately. 
  
Mr Chester said volunteer organisations can apply 
for grants between $1,000 to $5,000. 
  
“These grants can help pay for equipment, 
reimburse fuel costs, expenses associated with 
training and transport or for promoting awareness 
and increasing participation in volunteering,” Mr 
Chester said. 
  
“Volunteers are the lifeblood of our community and 
by continuing to help each other and work together, 
we are building a stronger and safer Gippsland.” 
 

Expressions of Interest must be 
submitted by 

5pm, Tuesday 20 April, 2021. 
  
Successful applicants will be then invited to 
complete a full submission. 
  
Volunteer organisations can submit an EOI form 
via Darren Chester’s website, which can be 
found here: https://darrenchester.com.au/2021-
volunteer-grants-now-open/  

For grant program details, including guidelines 
and eligibility visit: https://
www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/volunteer-
grants-activity-2021-volunteer-grants 

Lakes Entrance Surf Life Saving Club and John-
sonville and Mossi-Tambo fire brigades have 
been successful in the latest round of the Volun-
teer Emergency Services Equipment Program 
(VESEP) grant stream. 
  
Tim Bull MP, said following last summer’s fires and 
other challenges that the region has endured in re-
cent years, it was important local emergency ser-
vices agencies were supported. 
  
Local recipients are: 
  
 Tambo Valley SES $64,000 towards a new Toyota 

Hilux 
 Sarsfield CFA $130,800 towards a big fill vehicle 
 Swift’s Creek CFA $120,800 towards an ultra-light 

tanker 
 Bendoc SES, $63,000 towards a new Toyota Hilux 
 Cann River SES $64,300 towards a new Toyota 

Hilux 
 Mallacoota SES $31,700 towards a generator trail-

er and electrical upgrade 
 Mallacoota Surf Life Saving Club $20,500 for two 

new outboards, equipment and trailer 
 Mallacoota Coast Guard $48,000 towards a new 

4x4 quad cab and $7,300 for operational equip-
ment 

 Lakes Entrance Surf Life Saving Club $38,000 to-
wards a Toyota Hilux 

 Johnsonville Fire Brigade $53,300 for internal 
works 

 Mossi-Tambo Fire Brigade $66,500 for extension 
works 

 Stratford CFA $38,000 towards a field command 
vehicle 

 Stratford SES $62,000 towards a new Ford Ranger 
  
“The VESEP annual grants program gives volunteer 
emergency service groups the opportunity to apply 
for grants of up to $150,000 to purchase equipment 
including vehicles, trucks, tankers, watercraft and 
trailers, and for minor improvements including refur-
bishments and amenities, such as kitchens and 
change rooms,” said Mr Bull. 
  
“The Government matches every $1 paid by volun-
teer groups with a $2 co-contribution.” 

2021 Volunteer 
Grants EOI 

Emergency Service 
groups receive 

funding  

https://darrenchester.com.au/2021-volunteer-grants-now-open/
https://darrenchester.com.au/2021-volunteer-grants-now-open/
https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/volunteer-grants-activity-2021-volunteer-grants
https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/volunteer-grants-activity-2021-volunteer-grants
https://www.communitygrants.gov.au/grants/volunteer-grants-activity-2021-volunteer-grants




First Meeting: Thursday April 15, 
2021  
Time: 7:00 pm   
 

RSVP: Places are limited to 10 people. 
You need to be a member of TCFV  to 
attend.  
 

Venue: Online (Zoom)  
 

Registration Link:  
https://
www.compassionatefriendsvictoria
.org.au/event/regional online-
support/  

This welcoming and friendly online 
environment provides bi-monthly – Feb, 
Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec – peer support 
to regionally-based  individuals who 
have lost a child, sibling or grandchild 
through suicide.  An opportunity for us 
to speak openly – in an environment of 
peers – about our grief, bereavement-
related challenges we are facing, our 
lost  loved ones, and where we find 
meaning or comfort.  

For further information, please call 
1300 064 068. 

NEW Online Support 
Group for Regional 
Suicide-bereaved  

 
A P P L I C A T I O N S 

C L O S E 
 30 APRIL 2021 

 

Property owners with privately owned bare-wire 
overhead powerlines can protect their homes 
from the risk of bushfire by having their 
powerlines undergrounded.  
 
The Victorian Government will pay for 
replacement works for eligible owners in its 
Private Overhead Electric Line (POEL) 
Scheme.  
 
 

Visit:  
www.energy.vic.gov.au/electricity/ 

powerline-replacement  
 

For more information and to make an 
application, visit the website, email 

safer.powerlines@delwp.vic.gov.au or call the 
POEL Scheme Project Team on:  

(03) 9918 7315 

Private Overhead 
Electric Line Scheme 

A DELWP Initiative 



April 23 and 24, 2021 
 

Visitors to this year's EG Field Days will be able 
to purchase a half price entry ticket. Tickets 
were set at $20 per adult and have been 
slashed to $10 each for 2021. 

A huge shout out to East Gippsland Shire 
Council, East Gippsland Water, East Gippsland 
Catchment Management and Southern Rural 
Water for their contributions to make this all 
possible.  

Buy your online tickets to the 2021 East 
Gippsland Field Days via the link below. 

All visitor tickets must be purchased online due 
to COVID requirements. 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOLYU 

Following the devastating bushfires from late 
2020 and early 2021 the membership of the 
Historic Rally Association has been raising 
funds to support local CFA Brigades in East 
Gippsland. So far a total of $10,000 has been 
distributed. 

The Lock & Load Alpine Rally of East Gippsland 
relies on local CFA brigades and their members 
to help maintain the safety of our competitors 
and service crews at refuel areas both along the 
route and in our service parks. We have had a 
long relationship with many of the brigades in 
the areas we visit along the course of the event. 

The CFA volunteers regularly place themselves 
in harms way to protect their local communities 
and we are delighted to be able to help in a 
small way to support their ongoing activities. 

The Brigades that have received funds are: 

 Bruthen 

 Lakes Entrance 

 Bemm River 

 Orbost 

East Gippsland Field 
Days 

HRA and Alpine 
Supporting Local 

CFA’s 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOLYU


 

RURAL FINANCIAL 
COUNSELLING  

SERVICE 
Opportunities for free advice by a government 
funded organisation. 
 
The Rural Financial Counselling Service (RFCS) is 
a service for small business in helping them 
understand your financial position and identify 
options to improve it. So what does this mean for 
the small businesses in and around Bruthen and 
District. 
 
If you are a cottage craft industry, market stall 
holder, small manufacturer of products to sell, self 
employed builder, plumber or candlestick maker, 
sparkie, tiler or any other small business where you 
may operate a formal business premise - then the 
RFCS may be worth a call if you want some free 
advice.  The good news is they will come to Bruthen 
(to you) to meet and discuss. An overview of advice 
and assistance can be found below......consider 
taking advantage of this free service. 
 
The Rural Financial Counselling Service can provide 
assistance to businesses affected by: 
 
 Natural disasters 
 Economic downturns 
 Reduced business turnover or low profit margins 
 Low equity/tight cash flow/contracts 
 Difficulties with lendors or access to finance 
 Unpaid creditors/debtors 
 Family accidents or illness 
 Business partnerships/succession 
 
We can also offer information and referrals to help 
with managing personal stress.  

East 
Link Toll 
Passes 

Photocopying  
And 

Facsimile 
 Service 

Bruthen Licensed Post Office         
(Est.1893) 

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,  
Western Union Money Transfer,  

Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery, 
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak 

& Australia Post Postal Services 
 

Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209 

We want give visitors more to do so they spend 
more time in Bruthen. Opening the Art and 
Information Centre for as many days as we can will 
help. We can welcome visitors, assist with 
information about things to do and see,  and 
hopefully sell them some local art and craft. 

To be open more we need more helpers.  We need 
more people to work in the centre, especially on 
weekends.  We provide training and support for all 
volunteers. We are flexible and you do not have to 
commit to every week. If over 55 years and 
unemployed it can help meet your Centrelink 
requirements. 

The current BAIC team say that they enjoy talking to 
visitors and that they meet some very interesting 
people.  They love the environment, saying that it is 
a nice place to “work”.   

Volunteering makes people feel like they are doing 
something that helps our community.  At times the 
Centre becomes an important source of information 
such as during the bushfires last year, during floods 
and during winter when it is snowing in the 
mountains. 

A sub-committee of the BDCA, our committee of 
management is made up of Sue Saulle, Heather 
Daly, Jessica Tarpey and Joy Manley.  

If you would like to volunteer to work in the centre or 
to join the committee contact Joy Manley on 
joybells@aussiebb.com.au or ring 0490 819 507  

BRUTHEN ART, 
INFORMATION AND 

HERITAGE PRECINCT 

mailto:joybells@aussiebb.com.au


PUBLIC NOTICES 

Bruthen - Bairnsdale  
Bus Timetable 

Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711 

Bruthen to 
Bairnsdale 
Morning 

Monday & 
Friday AM 

Tues, Wed, 
Thurs AM 

Bruthen (opp) General Store 08:10 am 09:50 am 

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am 10:20 am 

Bairnsdale Train Station 08:35 am 10:30 am 

Bairnsdale to Bruthen 
Afternoon 

Mon to 
Thurs PM 

Friday PM 

Bairnsdale Train Station 1:25 pm 3:40 pm 

Corner Chemist (Service & Main 
Street) 

1:30 pm 3:45 pm 

Bruthen, Station &  
Great Alpine Rd 

2:00 pm 4:15 pm 

Bruthen Landcare  
 

Meetings 3rd Tuesday of each month 
 

Next Meeting Tuesday 20th April at 6pm 
Contact Matt Pearce 

0467051960 



ALMON 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen 

Turning And Milling 
Welding Aluminum & Steel 

Cylinder Head Repair 

Phone Andrew 5157-5486 

Chris Fella 
Qualified Carpenter 

Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New 
Houses, Fencing  

20 Year Experience 
TFN 195 357 871 

MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198 
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com 

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES 
 

Peter Weeks 

Specialising in Gas Installations 

Conversion and Maintenance 

General Plumbing 
 

Lic No 21065  Mobile:  0418 516 745 

 

ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS 
Data, Phone, Security Alarms 

Craig Prior 
Ph 5157 5104 
0417 318 363 

R.E.C. 16896 

TRADES AND SERVICES 

mailto:chrisfella@bigpond.com


In event of an 

emergency 

Bruthen has 3 

Heart Start 

Defibrillators  

 

Located at 

Bruthen General Store  

6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days) 

Bruthen Rec Reserve  

for sports events / Caravan Park 

Bruthen Police Station  

(after hours – on 

Community Health being closed) 

Note: under 24/7 video 

surveillance 

Closing date for May issue 

Tambo Rambler is 20th April 

Please send your articles by e-mail only to: 
tamborambler@gmail.com  

(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please 
PDF format will no longer be accepted.) 

Tambo Rambler is distributed to venues in Omeo, 
Buchan, Swifts Creek, Ensay & Nowa Nowa.  We also 
distribute online and to Government representatives, 
Bairnsdale Library, Bairnsdale DELWP, Regional 
Historical Societies etc.  We welcome suggestions of 
other outlets for the Tambo Rambler. 

The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility 
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.   The 
Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and to 

edit submissions if necessary 

All submissions must carry the author’s 
full name, address and phone number. 

They may be published anonymously if preferred. 

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs  
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options 
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00  
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00  
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00 
 1/2 page - Cost  $50.00  
 Full page - Cost  $100.00  
25% discount for BDCA Members,  
(only applies to black and white adverts) 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page  
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for 

that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler   
 Cost - $165 per edition 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page  
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that 

month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler    
 Cost - $100 per edition 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page  
Full Colour Promotional Package 
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert 

placed on the inside cover of the Tambo 
Rambler 

 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for 
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler  

 Cost - $65 per edition 



BRUTHEN LANDCARE UPDATE 
 

Hello Bruthenites, 
 
Bruthen Landcare Group would like to update the community on the recent happenings for 
the Fairy Dell recovery project. On Friday the19th March we invited members and guests to 
enjoy a night where we had a bbq dinner and  hosted an environmental presentation by 
Tom Crook, EGS Councillor and Facilitator of East Gippsland Conservation Management 
Network. 
 
We listened to and witnessed a slide show regarding the many varying aspects of the recovery of our local 
environment after the 2020 bush fire event. We were pleased with the turn out of 24 people and Tom gave a 
thorough insight  to what needs to be done to move forward and current implications of continued logging 
feral animals and urban encroachment on areas of significant value. Fairy Dell is of significant value and 
needs a lot of assistance to help heal after this disaster and these other ongoing threats to this iconic 
important tourism destination. 
 

The next day Bruthen Landcare Group members visited Fairy Dell with written  permission of Parks Victoria. 
Fairy Dell is closed to the public as it is still very dangerous with the old walking tracks largely missing the 
bridge crossing the creek destroyed and many dead standing Eucalypts still requiring assessment and 
possible removal. We entered with the intention of walking through and returning to have lunch at Bullant 
Brewery to discuss the project moving forward.  
 

We are currently in talks with Parks Victoria about the required upgrading of tracks and the bridge and 
signage replacement, including grants. We also have met with the local owner operator of Wildseed nursery 
to discuss the possibilities of securing spore collection and the propagation of the Spiny Tree Fern which is 
endangered and on the brink of becoming extinct in this landscape.  
 

We are looking at all the funding possibilities including grants to help secure an ongoing full recovery of Fairy 
Dell. 
 

Please if you wish to join or just support us at Bruthen Landcare Group contact 0467 051 960 or email 
landcare.bruthen@gmail.com for further information. Our next meeting will be 6pm, Tuesday 20th April at the 
Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House. 36 Main Street, Bruthen. 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

Matt Pearce, President, Bruthen Landcare Group 

Members of Bruthen Landcare at Fairy Dell (more pictures on back cover) 




