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Bat and Roo  
Wildlife Shelter 



The first time I meet Ary, she calls me into the clinic, 
built out of a shipping container, where she is gently 
and patiently feeding a brushtail possum. It’s 
fascinating to watch this wild animal, snuggled into 
blankets, delicately eating out of her hand. “It’s funny, 
people think they are aggressive, but this little guy is 
really friendly,” she muses. The docile possum, who 
to me comes across as quite shy, has recently come 
in with his front teeth smashed in. While his teeth may 
not ever be the same, with a little care, he is expected 
to make a full recovery, although it may not be for a 
few months. 
 
“He's been on a course of antibiotics to stop 
infections and he’s eating a lot better. His back teeth 
are intact. He’s starting to learn to move food to the 
side and chew, which is a big thing for him.”  
 
Ary has always been really interested in wildlife and 
has about a decade’s experience caring for native 
animals. After high school she studied a Bachelor of 
Science, focusing on conservation. She went on to 
work at Tooronga Zoo and a zoo in Germany, 
focusing on animal enrichment, animal welfare and 
animal behaviour. She then landed a role at a wildlife 
sanctuary in New South Wales. 
 
“I ended up learning from the owner of the sanctuary 
at the time. I started with kangaroos. During that 
period, there was a huge influx of rescues that were 
coming in and none of the local groups could handle 
it, so they came to us. In the same period, there was 
an influx of flying foxes as well. We were the only 
carers within a four or five hour radius. We hadn’t 
originally been doing many rescues; we had focused 
on the flying foxes that we had in care already that 
were unable to be released.” She said. 
 
Heat stress events during that period were common, 
particularly affecting flying fox populations.  
 
“One heat stress event we attended, we estimate we 
lost around 100,000 flying foxes. When we got to the 

site, it was like a battlefield. There were lots of mums 
with babies. We all grabbed as many as we could but 
we couldn’t help them all.” 
 
At the sanctuary, Ary, her partner Shaun and their 
friend Tom fondly became known as the ‘flying fox 
people’. 
 
“That’s where it all really started and we kind of just 
kept going from there. 10 years on, we’re still doing it; 
we’ve moved around New South Wales, Victoria, 
Tasmania and Queensland caring.” 
 
Ary is very knowledgeable about flying foxes, 
explaining they are highly intelligent animals, on par 
with dolphins, and that they have been found to have 
their own language, similar to lesser primates. They 
migrate long distances, from Victoria, as far north as 
Queensland and back again. It is estimated they can 
fly 30-60 kilometres a night and they have such an 
incredible sense of smell that they can locate pollen 
from hundreds of kilometres away. Bats feed on 
pollen and nectar from native trees and surprisingly 
are very effective pollinators, as the pollen they feed 
on sticks to their fur, allowing them to transfer it great 
distances.  
 
Ary and Shaun relocated to Bruthen a little over a 
year ago, to be closer to family in New South Wales. 
Soon after arriving, they were faced with another heat 
stress event as the heat from the 2019 bushfires 
caused many flying foxes to go into shock. Around 
New Years Eve, many flying foxes were rescued and 
teams of carers came from as far as Melbourne to 
help care for the animals. There was a lot of work to 
do.  



my camera bag.  
 
As the feeding continues, one boy at a time, Ary 
proves her knowledge of macropods, particularly 
wallabies and kangaroos, is just as extensive as her 
knowledge of flying foxes. She explains they are 
emotionally intelligent creatures and extremely social. 
They have individual personalities and emotions 
similar to human beings. They have strong parental 
instincts and they even experience grief. While the 
older two joeys hop further around the pen, Soren, 
the youngest, hovers close by her side.  
 
“Joeys are very similar to human children,” she says. 
“Like human kids at a playground, when they are 
playing, they will come back to you for reassurance 
when they are young. As they get older, they become 
more comfortable roaming further on their own. Then 
when they are teenagers, it’s like they are too cool to 
be seen with you.”  
 
Kangaroo joeys usually need looking after for 2 years. 
Whereas wallabies are more independent and 
wallaby joeys will only need care for around a year. 
Like human beings, that time can vary, depending on 
the emotional maturity and the physical health of the 
individual joey. There is a local mob of kangaroos 
who live near the Bat and Roo Wildlife Shelter, 
allowing Ary and the team the ability to do ‘soft 
releases’ with the young kangaroos in their care. The 
local kangaroos regularly pass by the property, so as 
the teenagers become more independent, they have 
the opportunity to spend time connecting with the 
local mob before eventually joining them permanently. 
 
Female kangaroos reach sexual maturity at two years 
of age, while males take longer and are not sexually 
mature until the age of six. Kangaroo mobs will take 
on any young kangaroos, male and female, although 
the males tend to only be looked after until they reach 
sexual maturity, when they might consider 
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“We looked after about 30 babies here during that 
period. We were living in a tent after the fires and the 
bats required 5-6 milk feeds per day each. It was an 
endless cycle of feeding. By the time we got through 
them all, it was time to feed the first ones again. We 
didn’t get a lot of sleep.” 

Once the babies were off syringe feeding, things got a 
little easier. The team set up a port a cot with drip 
feeders, where the baby bats could hang upside 
down and feed themselves.  
 
So, where are all those flying foxes now? As of 
November 2020, they have all been relocated to 
Melbourne, where once a year, all juvenile flying 
foxes in the state are schooled for a “creche release”.  
 
This involves having a few adults there to lead the 
fledgling colony. The adults, particularly the males, 
socialise the teenage flying foxes by teaching them 
bat manners and things like flight routes.  
 
“It’s funny, the baby flying foxes get away with all 
sorts of behaviour, climbing all over the adults, and 
they never react to it. But the minute they become 
teenagers, the males don’t let them get away with 
anything anymore.” Ary explained.  
 
Out in the pens, Ary introduces me to three Eastern 
Grey kangaroo joeys currently being looked after, all 
boys, all over a year old. Wesley, the biggest at 8kg, 
will be weaning off milk soon. He was brought in by a 
farmer from Drouin. Fezzick a little smaller at 5.5kg, 
was found abandoned in Sarsfield near a fence. 
Soren, the youngest, is only 5kg. His mum was hit by 
a car in Sarsfield.  
 
When I meet them all three joeys are resting 
peacefully in colourful cloth slings, surrounded by 
leafy native branches. Ary gently coaxes one joey at a 
time from it’s makeshift pouch, before putting it out of 
reach. “If it was up to them, they would stay in there 
all day.”  She says. She grabs a bottle and one of the 
joeys, gently laying him on her lap for a feed. 
Meanwhile, another of the joeys eyes me off 
inquisitively, cautiously hopping over to sniff me, then 



challenging for leadership. Generally, after joining the 
mob, the kangaroos they’ve cared for will not 
approach human beings again, although if injured 
they have been known to return for help.  
 
Reflecting on the bushfires, Ary was thankful of the 
support received over the past year.  
“We’ve been really lucky with the fires; we actually 
were given donations during the fires. Out of the 10 
years we’ve been doing this we’ve never been given 
donations, we’ve always self funded, so it’s amazing 
to be able to get some support. Our washing machine 
died a few months ago, so someone actually donated 
us the money to get a new one. There’s also a group 
called ARC - Animal Rescue Collective, there’s a 
place based in Sale. They will get donations of animal 
feeds and things like that. They’ve helped us so 
much. It’s been such a relief to have that support.” 
 
Running a wildlife shelter can be expensive. While 
they can run some tests on site 
 
“For instance, kangaroos are lactose intolerant and 
have really specific  milk needs. So we order specific 
milk for them. A 20 kilo bag is $350 and will last about 
a month for this age group. There is three different 
types of milk that a kangaroo will go on throughout 
their development. It does add up. Of course if they 
are sick there’s medications and vet bills, x-rays, 
different types of treatment. Then there’s 
maintenance of the pens and setting up the pens. 
Flying foxes have their own specific milks and things 
like that as well. We can use cow’s milk and add extra 
things to it for them to drink, but there’s still the 
additional things you have to add to it.”  
 
Both Ary and Shaun work full time to support the 
shelter, Ary on night shifts and Shaun on day shifts so 
there is always someone around to look after the 
animals. While it can be pretty intense, it is clear that 
the efforts of Ary and other wildlife carers is beginning 

to have an impact on how we understand Australian 
wildlife, not just their behaviour but also how we can 
treat them if they are injured or unwell. 
 
“When we started, the common thing with Macropods 
was that no one would take any adults in because of 
something capture myopathy, which is basically 
where they die of stress, it causes physiological 
responses. That was the belief and a lot of people still 
have that belief, but there are ways to combat it and 
there are ways to prevent it from getting to that point. 
We’ve learnt a lot as wildlife carers and getting vets 
involved in that has been really great. At one point it 
was believed you couldn’t save any adults; if they had 
broken bones, they believed they had to be put down 
straight away, which isn’t the case. Vets also believed 
antibiotics couldn’t be used, and we’ve disproved that. 
It’s also believed you can’t save Macropods with 
spinal injuries either, whereas we’ve had a lot of 
success with doing rehabilitation with spinal injuries. 
A lot of carers have and it’s one of the most amazing 
things to see; when they start being able to stand up, 
when they start getting feeling in their legs again.” 
 
“Similarly with flying foxes, a lot of people are scared 
of them or don’t know much about them. Being able 
to work with the public and share that kind of 
knowledge, even just a few little things, can make a 
big difference and show people the positives from 
them.” 
 
Ary, Shaun and Tom are always after more 
volunteers.  
 
To find out more about Bat and Roo wildlife shelter, or 
to get in contact, you can visit their website: https://
bat-roowildlifeshelter.webnode.com/ 
 
They also have a Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/BBARWildlifeShelter  

https://bat-roowildlifeshelter.webnode.com/
https://bat-roowildlifeshelter.webnode.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BBARWildlifeShelter
https://www.facebook.com/BBARWildlifeShelter


LEGAL AID NOW AVAILABLE IN BRUTHEN 

If you are struggling with any legal problems, free 
Legal Aid advice is now available locally at Bruthen & 
District Neighbourhood House. Legal Aid Victoria’s 
Genevieve Wilks is currently travelling around all the 
different hubs and Neighbourhood Houses in East 
Gippsland, and will be available to our community as 
part of a bushfire and Covid-19 recovery effort.  
 

“I’m here to help people who have got legal issues 
going on from those bushfires or Covid, or even more 
generally, if people have some issues they want to 
talk to me about, it’s my job to help them, or find 
someone who can.” Genevieve explained during her 
recent drop-in session on Wednesday 24th March.  
 

“Primarily I’ll be doing civil and family law work. What 
we’re seeing right now is a mixture of things like toll 
fines and speeding camera fines, tenancy and 
residential issues, caravan park issues, anywhere 
people are being evicted. The rental moratorium is 
ending, and Jobseeker payment is going down again, 
so it’s going to be crunch time for people in terms of 
being able to make rent.” 
 

“Social Security is another big area I work in, so 
people wanting to settle or being prosecuted for big 
Centrelink debts. I can also help people trying to get 
onto the Disability Support Pension who are having 
troubles with that.”  
 

When queried about Disability Support Pension 
difficulties, Genevieve explained that it was vital to 
have legal representation available in regional areas 
to assist with this kind of application due to a 
phenomena she called “postcode injustice”.  

“It’s particularly difficult in rural areas. We know there 
are high rates of people with disabilities there, but 
people aren’t getting on the pension. It’s harder to 
get access to the services you need to get the 
reports you need. You also need money sometimes 
to go and see the specialist to get the reports too. 
We know particularly in rural First Nations 
communities, the pension rates are really low, even 
though what we understand is that the rates of 
disability are actually higher than in the general 
population.” 
 

“Connected to that is NDIS litigation; so people who 
are either wanting to be participants but have been 
refused entry into the scheme, or people who are 
having issues with their support and aren’t getting 
what they need. I can help people who want to 
challenge those decisions and try and change that.” 
 

Genevieve can also help with bushfire specific work; 
things like fences, insurance, replacing 
documentation, grant and financing issues, issues 
with council and planning.  
 

“Part of the trauma of surviving bushfires is the 
onslaught of paperwork and hurdles you have to 
jump through, having to tell your story over and over 
again. Part of my role is to try and alleviate that 
burden and be that person who can fight some of 
those fights, make it a bit easier for everyone who is 
just trying to recover and get on with their lives.” 
 

Genevieve can also help with other kinds of legal 
areas, including issues such as discrimination, 
migration, credit and debt issues. She can even look 
at consumer issues, for example, where you may 
have paid for a service and the contractor has fallen 
through.  
 
“Particularly bushfires have affected people who 
aren’t used to needing to get legal help; people who 
are financially sufficient and don’t need to use Legal 
Aid very much. We can help you, even if we aren’t 
someone you would normally have to turn to, we can 
be there.” 
 

Genevieve is now operating a drop in service at 
Bruthen and District Neighbourhood house once a 
month from 10—3 pm, on every fourth Wednesay.  
 

The next two drop in sessions are: 
 

• Wednesday 24th March 10am - 3 pm 
• Wednesday 21st April 10am - 3 pm   
 
She is also available via appointment by phone or 
email: (03) 9269 0582, 
or Genevieve.Wilks@vla.vic.gov.au  
 

mailto:Genevieve.Wilks@vla.vic.gov.au


On Wednesday 24th February, Inspector General Tony 
Pearce attended Bruthen and District Neighbourhood 
House for a meeting with residents to discuss their 
feedback on recovery from the 2019/2020 Victoria Fire 
Season.  

A number of issues were discussed with the Inspector 
General, including but not limited to: 

 Clearer policy around management of priority 
bushfire projects as identified by fire affected 
communities. The example was raised regarding 
the difficulty getting vital water tanks approved for 
Bruthen & District by Bushfire Recovery Victoria, 
meaning we were not prepared as a community with 
extra water reserves in time for the 2021 bushfire 
season.  

 The long delays in getting debris cleared from 
roadsides since the 2019/2020 bushfires, applying a 
significant mental toll on residents driving down the 
Great Alpine Highway between Bruthen, Sarsfield 
and Bairnsdale. The delays have also impacted 
potential future firefighting efforts, as it is not 
currently safe for CFA to access tracks along the 
roadside since the bushfires.  

 The impact of excessive and unwanted donations 
being brought into East Gippsland during the fire 
season. Discussion on this included: 

•  The mental toll on volunteers during the 
 2019/2020 fire season having to argue with 
 people bringing in supplies that weren’t asked 
 for and that they didn’t have anywhere to put. 

•  The financial costs of sorting and storing the 
 unwanted donations, of which many are still in 
 storage. 

•  The lack of roadblocks to stop unwanted 
 donations from reaching fire affected areas.  

•  The lack of understanding from those outside 
 the fire affected areas that these donations were 
 impeding on recovery efforts and not helping as 
 intended. As well as the lack of education within 
 the wider Victorian community about what fire 
 affected communities actually need during 
 bushfires.  

 Controlled burning practices within East Gippsland 
and how they might be improved taking into account 
indigenous and historical fire knowledge. As well as 

making sure fuel reduction practices are not 
neglected for long periods of time moving forward. 

 Communication networks going down during the 
fires. Suggestions were made to explore fitting 
privately owned communications towers with diesel 
generators as backups for when power lines were 
down.  

 Important environmental area repairs following 
bushfires; Fairy Dell still being closed to the public 
was discussed extensively. 

 Volunteer burn out across the region following 
recovery efforts. 

Feedback from individuals and organisations can still be 
provided through to 30 March 2021 by:  

• completing an online submission or survey found 
at www.igem.vic.gov.au  

• Requesting a telephone interview by calling 0409 
249 054  

• emailing a submission to: igem@igem.vic.gov.au 

• mailing a submission to: Inspector-General for 
Emergency Management GPO Box 4356 
Melbourne VIC 3000.  

Full details on the Inquiry, its Terms of Reference and 
opportunities for community participation are available 
from www.igem.vic.gov.au or by calling (03) 8684 
7900.  

VICTORIAN FIRE SEASON 
ENQUIRY MEETING 

Inspector General Tony Pearce (far left) and local 
attendees at the meeting 

http://www.igem.vic.gov.au
mailto:igem@igem.vic.gov.au
http://www.igem.vic.gov.au


EVER WANTED TO TRY A SPORT THAT’S FUN 
AND FAMILY-FRIENDLY? READ ON! 

After a very topsy-turvy 15 months, which has 
affected all of us in different ways, and especially 
local sporting clubs, we are pleased to say 
that BRUTHEN BOWLING CLUB is open for 
business.  Newcomers of all ages are welcome. 
(Contrary to popular opinion, it is NOT an old 
person’s game! After all, the old people had to 
start when they were younger!! And we have 
some very aspiring young bowlers at Bruthen 
Primary School). So - FUN FOR ALL THE 
FAMILY.  
 
If you’ve never played bowls before, now’s your 
chance to come and try in a very friendly 
atmosphere.The pennant competition (the 
serious stuff!) is nearly over for this season, 
but BAREFOOT BOWLS continues 
every THURSDAY evening for the remainder of 
daylight savings (until April 1st).  
 
Bowling starts about 6pm and the evening 
finishes off with a delicious meal - all for $10 ($5 
bowling + $5 food). We also welcome anyone 
who just wants to come and watch to check it out 
first. Several new members joined up after 
enjoying their Thursday nights. 

 

If you’d like more information, please 
contact bruthenbowls@gmail.com or  
call 0411 757 896 . 

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS 

Bruthen Inn 
Hotel 

 

 

Kitchen is open 7 days.   

Lunch 12-2pm  Dinner 6-8pm  

Wednesday Roast Night $17, with happy hour 6-7pm  

Friday night raffles supporting local  

sporting clubs—10 draws.  

Catering for private functions and community meetings  

Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only  

For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.  
Cheers and beers, Stretch 

Phone (03) 51575201 

mailto:bruthenbowls@gmail.com


We are holding a series of workshops that provide you 
with the opportunity to have a say about the future of the 
shire.  
 

Every four years, councillors develop a Council Plan that 
sets the major direction for Council and every year sets 
an Annual Budget, with a planned out capital works 
program. The feedback provided in these workshops, 
along with feedback collected through the recently 
conducted community perceptions survey, will inform 
the development of the Council Plan 2021-25 and will be 
used to the review the Community Vision. Information 
will be provided about how people can provide input 
towards the Annual Budget 2021/22, including the 
2021/22 capital works program.  
 

These workshops will be open to all interested 
community members and will discuss the Council Plan 
2021-25, Annual Budget 2021/22 and review of the 
Community Vision. 
 

The workshops are being held in five locations: 
  

• 55 Palmers Road, Lakes Entrance on 
Wednesday 24 February at 2.00 to 4.00 pm 

 
• Orbost Snowy Rovers Football Netball Club, 

Lochiel Park, Orbost on Thursday 25 February at 
6.30 to 8.30 pm 

 
• Mallacoota Golf Club on Friday 26 February at 

10.00 am to 12.00 pm. 
 
• Council Chambers, 273 Main Street, Bairnsdale 

on Tuesday 2 March at 6.30 to 8.30 pm 
 
• Omeo Recreation Reserve clubrooms on Friday 

5 March at 1.00 to 3.00 pm 
 

The workshops are free to attend, although due to 
COVID-19 room restrictions you will need to register to 
attend through TryBooking. 
 

Lakes Entrance Workshop - https://
www.trybooking.com/BOSOG 
 

Orbost Workshop - https://www.trybooking.com/
BOSYZ 
 

Mallacoota Workshop - https://www.trybooking.com/
BOSZB 
 

Bairnsdale Workshop -  https://www.trybooking.com/
BOSZD 
 

Omeo Workshop - https://www.trybooking.com/BOSZE 
 

There will also be two online sessions for the community 
to attend that will be facilitated by Council officers. 

 

These sessions will be hosted through Zoom and will be 
on: 
 

• Monday 1 March at 6.30 to 7.30 pm 
 
• Thursday 4 March at 10.30 to 11.30 am 
  
To register your attendance, go to https://
www.trybooking.com/BOUOW 
 
If you want to find out more about these workshops, 
please contact Jamie Lynch (Corporate Planning and 
Performance Officer) on (03) 5153 9500 or 
via JamieL@egipps.vic.gov.au to discuss further.  

Council Plan Face-to-Face 
Consultation Sessions 

Please come and have your say! 

The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is 
simple: 

 Use local seasonal produce 
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods & 

responsibly stewarded meats 
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce 

tasty food 
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal 

approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer 

If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in and 
have a taste of one of ten beers on tap 

OPEN 
Wednesday to 

Sunday 
10am to 5pm 

Phone 5157 5307 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOSOG
https://www.trybooking.com/BOSOG
https://www.trybooking.com/BOSYZ
https://www.trybooking.com/BOSYZ
https://www.trybooking.com/BOSZB
https://www.trybooking.com/BOSZB
https://www.trybooking.com/BOSZD
https://www.trybooking.com/BOSZD
https://www.trybooking.com/BOSZE
https://www.trybooking.com/BOUOW
https://www.trybooking.com/BOUOW


SECOND DIRECTIONS 
HEARING 

In documents submitted to an Inquiry into the 
environmental effects of the proposed 
Fingerboards mineral sands mine, the mining 
proponent company, Kalbar Operations, admitted 
to making an error in the amount of water they 
would need for their mine project.  Up to 5 billion 
litres (5GL) of water annually would be required for 
the projected 20-year life of the mine, not 3 billion 
litres as reported in its Environment Effects 
Statement (EES). 

An Inquiry and Advisory Committee (IAC) was due 
to commence hearing the matter this week.  The 
IAC decided to adjourn the hearing due to 
procedural fairness concerns because of new 
information Kalbar submitted late in the 
proceedings to address their error.  On Monday 15 
February, the IAC met again to consider a new 
hearing timetable. The hearing will now commence 
on Monday 3 May 2021, even though not all of the 
legal representatives would be available. 

The IAC may hold a third Directions Hearing by 
video conference using Zoom at 10.00am on 
Wednesday 31 March 2021. 
 
The purpose of the third Directions Hearing is to 
finalise any outstanding arrangements leading up 
to the hearing (note this Directions Hearing will only 
be held if required by the IAC). 
 
“The community is now having to pay the price 
because Kalbar waited until the hearing was about 
to start to admit their major mistake,” said Ms 
Debbie Carruthers, spokesperson for Mine-Free 
Glenaladale, a community group opposed to the 
mine.   
 
“We now have to engage and brief a new barrister 
which will be difficult to find because we can’t afford 
to pay the normal fees. We also have to find a lot 
more money to pay for extra expert witnesses to 
respond to the impacts of these changes.”   
“If the scientific reports in the EES had been as 
rigorous as the community was repeatedly told, this 
would never have happened, and furthermore, if 
Kalbar had admitted their mistakes earlier the 
community wouldn’t have to pay these costs,” said 
Ms Carruthers. 
 
In its bid to gain approval for the Fingerboards 
mineral sands mine project, over four years ago 
Kalbar was required by the Victorian Government 
to prepare an Environment Effects Statement 
(EES).  Last September, an EES document 
totalling 11,163 pages was released for public 
submissions.  Individuals, community groups and 
government agencies were given 40 business days 
to submit their response.  An Inquiry and Advisory 
Committee (IAC) was appointed by the 
Government to convene a hearing and make 
recommendations to the Minister for Planning 
about the mine proposal’s EES.  
 
“If the Minister for Planning had come here and 
seen the area where the mine is proposed, he 
would realise this is a wrong place for a mine which 
would have saved a lot of time, money and angst in 
the community,” said Ms Carruthers. 
 

To get in touch with Mine-Free 
Glenaladale, you can call 0448 809 798 or 
email minefreeglenaladale@gmail.com  

mailto:minefreeglenaladale@gmail.com


Sarsfield Community Association 
10 School Road 

Sarsfield, Victoria, 3875 
www.sarsfield.com.au  

Below is what we are hearing from you through the surveys, and idea’s pages you have filled out. There will 
be more opportunities to have your voices heard over coming months and in the meantime we will continue 
to deliver events, look at opportunities for our infrastructure, support our environment and create a commu-
nity plan, with your help.  
 

      Frequency of Events             Community Ideas 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sarsfield Community Association committee have set up three subgroups who are meeting regularly, if 
you are interested in getting involved please come and talk to us, all welcome! 

 

Health and Wellbeing including 
Events 

Jo Andrews 0408 386 184 

asecretary@sarsfield.com.au 

Infrastructure Simon Hof 0472 838 149 

president@sarsfield.com.au 

Environment Scott Lambshed 0432 046 625 

vicepresident@sarsfield.com.au 

Sarsfield Community survey results:  
What we are hearing so far.. 

A beautiful and friendly 

Buddhist Centre in W Tree 

ALL WELCOME! 

 

Meditation    Health & Wellness 
      Tai Chi    Easter   Yoga 

Medicine Buddha         Family     

 

Information and bookings visit  www.sakya.com.au/siba 
03 5155 0329   siba@sakya.com.au 



Specific ideas! 

Please contact us if you are keen to get involved in any of the ideas above, join the association or have 
more to tell us. We need our community to be involved and have your voices heard. 
 
Email: enquiries@sarsfield.com.au 
Website: www.Sarsfield.com.au 
 

Community togetherness 
• Recognised identity 

• Community events! 

• Welcome back displaced families 

• Markets/festivals/fete/car boot/plants 

• Music/Singing 

• Trivia nights 

• Friday Night Feeds 

• Sport: 
 Cricket 
 Soccer 
 Footy 
 Basketball 
 Tennis 
 Indoor bowls 

• Learning experiences for young and old (Science/
cooking/donuts!) 

• Partner with U3A/Neighbourhood house 

• Art and craft/art therapy 

• Yoga/meditation/gym 

• Community BBQ’s and working bees at the hall 

• Community info hub 

• Dog training 

• Celebrate wins 
  

Facilities 
• More facilities – pub/post office/store 

• Rebuild of facilities at Rec Reserve 

• Safe walking/bike tracks/horse riding 

• Mountain bike 

• BMX 

• Area for children, playground, water play 

• Picnic tables 

• Social enterprise (Hub buildings) 

• Rec Reserve development 

• Lighting in carpark/improved parking/caravan 
parking 

• Roadside entrance 

• Playground 

• Shower block 

• Drinking water 

• Soccer pitch 

• Tennis court upgrade 

• Shaded seating 

• Toilets upgrade 

• Stage 

• Kitchen 

• Short stay camping 
  

Resilient community 
• Stronger and safer than before 

• More preparation for bushfire season 

• Maintain safe roadsides and properties 

• Support for CFA 

• SCA lobbying on behalf of community 

• Community being heard 

• Safer hall/evacuation points/LIMP 

• Road safety 

•   

Environment 
• Access to the river 

• Pedestrian access over the bridge 

• Safe places to cross the road 

• Revegetation on roadside 

• Returning to peaceful hamlet 

• Tidy and maintained 

• Roadside clean up 
  

Culture 
• Information board Indigenous and European 

history 
  

  

mailto:enquiries@sarsfield.com.au
http://www.Sarsfield.com.au


We are back again this year on the 1st Saturday 
of the month outside Bruthen Bazaar.   

FOOD SWAP DATES 

• 6th March  * April Easter ( no swap) 

• 1st May 

• 5th June 

• 3rd July  

Essential guide to seed saving 

For countless generations of farmers, home 
gardeners and Aboriginal people saving their 
own vegetable seeds to replant was not 
optional :it meant survival. When you plants 
seeds back in your garden, you notice where 
seedlings survive and better understand their 
cultivation requirements. If you collect seeds from 
the healthiest, strongest more productive plants 
year after year, you select those that do best in 
your local microclimate. 

A dozen seeds to save 

• Herbs- basil  and coriander, spring onion 

• Beans /peas 

• Carrot, eggplant 

• Kale, silver beet, lettuces 

• Radish, parsnip & pumpkin 

• Tomato 

Tomato seed tip. 

Fermenting tomato seeds before storage 
improves germination and removes several seed- 
borne diseases. Simply scoop out the seeds and 
place in a jar with a cup of water, Put the lid on, 
shake and leave on the counter . Shake daily for 
a few days, drain seeds in a sieve, then dry 
completely on paper towel for at least a week. 

Come on down to taste and take some home 
produce.  If you don’t have anything to swap 
come down  anyway as we usually have plenty of 
FREE home grown produce to give away. 

Look forward to seeing you all again. Lesley  

Local Food and Produce Swap - Next on Saturday 6th March 

Bruthen Pizza and Takeaway 
Ring for opening hours 

Come in and check out the menu 

Pizzas, fish and chips and a range of other 
food and drinks are available 

69 Main Street (near the corner garage) 

Phone 51575461 



RURAL MOVIE NIGHTS 

THE SUN BUS 

FREE PIZZA,  

POPCORN & 

CHOC-TOP!!! 
Community Screening 

H is for 

Happiness 
Friday 26th March 

5.30pm Dinner 

7.30pm Screening 
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 

Bookings essential 
https://www.trybooking.com/BPIYT  

 

The movie night  is funded by East Gippsland Shire 
Council through Drought Recovery funding  

https://www.trybooking.com/BPIYT


Bruthen Fire Brigade 

New Management 

Team 

At the recent part Brigade elections (due to COVID vacant positions only 
were filled), a new Brigade Management Team members were elected until 
May 2022.  At the meeting 13 probationary members (who have completed 
their time in Brigade in addition to minimum training requirements), were 
voted in as full Brigade members. 
 

The Brigade is always looking for volunteers who can commit to serving in a 
variety of ways …… if you are interested, drop into the Store and speak to 
Nico.   Anyway…… enough said…. here is a very brief introduction to YOUR 
COMMUNITY  Brigade…… 

Captain: James Nicholas (generally known as Nico) 
 

Nico has been a member of the Brigade for over 10 years. The Captains role is to 
ensure fire ground organisation and leadership. The Captain also oversees 
Emergency Management Planning and coordinates Community Safety; both of which 
assume prime focus for Bruthen & surrounds.  Nico along with the rest of the Bruthen 
Fire Brigade oversee township defence in times of high fire danger.  

1
st

 Lieutenant: Mike McStephen 
Mike, has been a member of the brigade for over 10 years. Mike holds the position of 
1

st
 Lieutenant which primarily assists the Captain in Emergency Management 

Planning. Key areas of responsibility concern: Vegetation Management and Fire 
Prevention.  This includes identifying risks to the community and implementing fire 
mitigation and prevention strategies. Mike has current and previous employment 
expertise in this field, and is ideally suited to the position and duties he performs.  

2
nd

 Lieutenant: Jody Haberfield 
 

Jody has also been a member of the brigade for over 10 years. Jody has previously 
fulfilled the duties of 3

rd
 Lieutenant. Jody is also an elected Deputy Group Officer (at 

Tambo Group), with specific responsibilities that are training related. Jody enjoys 
training others in breathing apparatus (BA) capability and is also the Brigade 

3
rd

 Lieutenant: Ross Hermans 
Ross has been a member of the brigade for approximately seven years. Apart from being a 
Crew Leader, the position of 3rd Lieutenant duties centre on equipment maintenance and 
operational preparedness for the Brigade. Brigade firefighting platforms include: a 4000 litre 
4WD Heavy Iveco Tanker, 600 litre quick response 4WD Nissan Ultralight, 400 litre Slip on 
firefighting unit (trailer mounted), plus quick fill pumps and generators. Ross still has the best 
beard in the Brigade – even after the COVID beard growing challenge where Mike 
McStephen went full feral hobo style and nearly took the title!  



4
th

 Lieutenant Rick Cameron 
 

Rick has been a member of the Brigade for a couple of years. Joining the Brigade mid-

2019, then finishing his initial training shortly after – Rick was thrown in at the deep end 

when fires hit us in November 2019 and continued for the next few months. Since then 

he has not looked back. Rick is responsible for overseeing fire ground communications, 

is a Crew Leader and is also one of our Tanker drivers. 

5
th

 Lieutenant Courtney Campbell 
 

Courtney has been a member of the Brigade for six years, was elected to the role of 
5

th
 Lieutenant which apart from having fire ground leadership responsibilities as a 

crew leader; assists across a number of Brigade functions in training, recruitment 
and community engagement. Apart from firefighting skills, Courtney brings 
leadership and planning skills to the Brigade from her employment.  

OHS Rep. Bob Cooper 
 

Bob has been a member of the Brigade since 2010. As a member of the Brigade 
Management Team his key responsibilities include coordinating and promoting 
health and safety of members, the station and medical response equipment that 
the Brigade uses. Bob is also an operational Fire Fighter  

Training Coordinator. Paul Nichol 
 

A brigade member for over five years, Paul was recently elected to the key position 
of Training Coordinator. Paul is responsible for coordination of Brigade internal 
training, and ensures members can access CFA District Training opportunities and is 
the key liaison person for the District and Group training personnel. Paul is also an 
experienced operational Fire Fighter and one of the Brigades Tanker drivers  

Secretary: Connie Williams:  

A new member to the Brigade, Connie has stepped up to take on the role of 

Secretary making sure our administration is taken care of  for the paperwork and 

returns any Brigade must complete. Connie is also an operational Fire Fighter. 

Strike Team Coordinator: Marj Jones 
A new member to the Brigade – Marj as a Brigade Support member has taken on 

the role of Brigade Strike Team Coordinator, which deals with assembling Brigade 

firefighting volunteers to participate in CFA Strike Teams. This allows our Brigade to 

quickly respond to district contingencies when other communities are in need of 

firefighting assets. Marj’s background in communications makes her eminently 

suited to this role. 

Treasurer: Paul  McKenzie 
 

A member of the Brigade since 2014, Paul oversees Brigade operational finances and investments, 

ensuring that we stick to our financial plans.  He is also a key member in the Brigades fund raising 

and grants application processes. (photo unavailable at time of printing). 





Plan now for your 
firewood needs 

Firewood collectors across Gippsland are being urged 
to start planning their firewood needs as 
part of the opening of the autumn collection season. 
From 1 March designated firewood collection areas 
will open across Victoria, allowing communities 
to gather wood for personal use. 
 
Forest Fire Management Victoria Gippsland’s Deputy 
Chief Fire Officer, Geoff Conway said: “We 
are anticipating an increased demand for firewood 
this autumn due to a range of impacts, including 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the 
2019/20 bushfires. 
 
“We are urging people who rely on firewood for 
heating and cooking to consider all energy options, 
including purchasing firewood from local merchants 
selling legally obtained wood. Financial 
assistance is also available for people on low 
incomes who purchase firewood or wish to transition 
to other energy sources,” Mr Conway said. 
 
“For more information please visit: https://
www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood/energy-concession-and- 
support 
 
“Where firewood supply is scarce, priority access can 
be given to particular sections of the community such 
as local residents, Traditional Owners and those who 
depend on firewood for heating. This is managed at a 
regional level, so local factors can be accounted for. 
“In Gippsland, firewood collection areas are being 
more realistically mapped for the benefit of 
communities to reflect where firewood can be 
practically and legally collected. 
 
“Many firewood collection areas have changed from 
block areas to linear roadside areas where 

firewood can be collected within 50 metres of a road. 
“There will be firewood available in some districts in 
VicForests coupes and along fuel breaks and 
planned burn boundaries for a short time before the 
planned burning program starts in those areas. 
 
“Please note that there are no domestic firewood 
collection areas available south of the Princes 
Highway in Latrobe District in autumn 2021. 
“We want to remind the community that firewood can 
only be taken from designated collection areas in 
state forests or parks during approved collection 
seasons and is for personal use only and cannot be 
sold,” Mr Conway said. 
 
“Designated collection areas are selected for a range 
of reasons including the availability of 
firewood, community safety, and to protect sites of 
cultural and environmental significance. 
“It’s important to stay within collection limits, which are 
in place to prevent households stockpiling  large 
volumes of firewood from public land and denying 
others a supply.   
 
“Collection limits include taking a maximum of two 
cubic metres per person per day and a  maximum of 
16 cubic metres per household per financial year.   
“The felling of trees and cutting of hollow logs for 
firewood is also prohibited. Hollow logs and 
dead  trees provide critical habitat for a wide variety of 
native species.”   
 
In addition to collecting firewood safely, remember to 
be COVIDSafe. - wear a fitted face mask, follow 
physical distancing directions, use hand sanitiser and 
observe group size limits.  Firewood collection from 
roadsides is managed by local government agencies 
and usually requires  a permit. Residents are 
encouraged to contact their local councils directly for 
further details.   
 
Under the Forest Act 1958, people who collect 
firewood outside designated collection areas 
or  season or take more than the maximum allowable 
amounts can face fines of up to $8,261, or 
a  maximum penalty of one-year imprisonment or 
both, if the matter goes to court.   
 
The autumn season closes on 30 June. Further 
information, including interactive online maps, will  be 
available once the season opens at 
www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood  

http://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood


AG NOTES 

Upcoming Events, Information Sessions, Webinars and other important 
information for local Agriculture 

EVENT 
 

SoilKee Renovator Demo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION 
• The Soilkee Renovator 

combines cultivation, 
mulching, aeration and mixed 
species seeding to improve 
grazing systems and build soil 
carbon in one pass. Research 
in South Gippsland has proven 
that the SoilKee will improve 
species, response to rainfall, 
pasture quality preferential 
grazing, and dry matter yield.  

• Landcare is bringing Niels 
Olsen and his Soilkee 
renovator to the Landcare 
Expo at the Orbost Show on 
the 8th of March 2021. There 
will be a follow up field 
demonstration on the 9th of 
March in Newmerella. 

GET INVOLVED 
 

to register follow this link http://
bit.ly/3u5RlQ2 
 
Or contact Emma Orgill on 
emma.orgill@fevl.org.au or  
0400 467 921 

AGRIBUSINESS DROUGHT INITIATIVE 
 

Support for 45 farming businesses and enterprises to consider diversification and value 
adding to increase income and income security. 
 

Council is seeking expressions of interest from small farms and micro-agribusinesses to 
participate  in the Agribusiness Program.  
 

The Drought Agribusiness Program is funded by Regional Development Victoria and 
East Gippsland  Shire Council, and delivered by ION Group, South Gippsland. 
 

The program will assist small farms and micro-agribusinesses to consider diversification and/or value  adding 
to increase income and income security from the land.  
 

Participants will be involved in group workshops, individual business and adaptation sessions, and  monthly 
mentoring sessions to support the implementation of ideas.   
 

What’s in it for you?   
 
1. Identification of potential business diversification  
2. Development of an adaption plan for your business  
3. 12 month’s practical support  
4. Access to new management tools  
5. Opportunity to improve financial performance and business security 
 
For more information, contact Leigh Crocker on 0419 359 409, or email lcrocker@iongroup.com.au.  
For enquiries about general drought assistance, please contact Council’s Drought Assistance  Officer 
Kaylene Wickham on 5153 9500.  

http://bit.ly/3u5RlQ2
http://bit.ly/3u5RlQ2
mailto:emma.orgill@fevl.org.au
mailto:lcrocker@iongroup.com.au


 

The Alpine Rally of East Gippsland recently made a 
donation to the Bruthen Fire Brigade (and several 
other local East Gippsland Brigades) as a measure 
of support to local communities both affected by the 
2019/20 Bush fires and due to the connection, that 
the rally has with those communities.  
 
Bruthen Fire Brigade will use monies donated for 
operational equipment and are currently saving for a 
new firefighting tanker to help protect Bruthen and 
surrounding districts - the Alpine Rally Association 
donation was therefore greatly received and very 
much appreciated. This year the 2021 rally will return 
to Bruthen as one of the final stages of the race.  
 
The rally will be held across east Gippsland from 2-5 
December, and this year celebrates the 100th 
anniversary of the first running of the Alpine in 1921. 
Bruthen Fire Brigade look forward to the Rally and 
providing safety at refuelling points in Bruthen.  
 
 

 

 

James Nicholas 
J.A. NICHOLAS 
Captain 
Bruthen Fire Brigade 

RURAL 
COUNSELLING  

FINANCIAL SERVICE 
Opportunities for free advice by a government funded 
organisation. 
 
The Rural Counselling Financial Service (RFCS) is a 
service for small business in helping them understand 
your financial position and identify options to improve 
it. So what does this mean for the small businesses in 
and around Bruthen and District. 
 
If you are a cottage craft industry, market stall holder, 
small manufacturer of products to sell, self employed 
builder, plumber or candlestick maker, sparkie, tiler or 
any other small business where you may operate a 
formal business premise - then the RFCS may be 
worth a call if you want some free advice.  The good 
news is they will come to Bruthen (to you) to meet and 
discuss. An overview of advice and assistance can be 
found below......consider taking advantage of this free 
service. 
 
The Rural Financial Counselling Service can provide 
assistance to businesses affected by: 
 
• Natural disasters 
• Economic downturns 
• Reduced business turnover or low profit margins 
• Low equity/tight cash flow/contracts 
• Difficulties with lendors or access to finance 
• Unpaid creditors/debtors 
• Family accidents or illness 
• Business partnerships/succession 
 
We can also offer information and referrals to help with 
managing personal stress. 

THANKYOU 

 PROFESSIONAL 
CAR DETAILING 

 

WE 
COME 

TO YOU 

PACKAGES FROM $60 - $400 

Phone Cody 0432 736 467 or check us on Facebook  

Codys Car Detailing Service 

Support Small Business Employing Locals 





Grant to Underground Private Powerlines 





The Tambo Rambler is 
urgently in need of 

volunteers.  
We have free training with a journalist/desktop 
publisher tutor coming up in March, and April 
with 4  session each month to produce the 
Tambo Rambler and gather stories from our 
local groups.  There will be one follow up 
session in May and another in June.   
 
The aim is to build a team of qualified volunteers 
to create the Tambo Rambler every month and 
gather information, stories and pictures of all the 
wonderful and diverse groups and activities in 
our district.  This keeps us as a community 
informed and in touch.  Research shows that 
communities with  a thriving regular newsletter 
are more resilient and connected. 
 
If you would like to learn how to write stories, 
take pictures and create history please don’t be 
afraid to contact us on 4141 5302 or 0497 544 
490 to discuss your ideas or find out how you 
can join in. 

Coming up on the BDNH Calendar: 
MARCH 
12 and 19th Mental Health First Aid, Anglican 
Church Hall 
11th Jam Session 
4.30-6.30pm 12-18yo 
Facilitated by Headspace 
Play, listen, talk or just hang and snack! 
At the BDNH, 36 Main Street, Bruthen 
SMS 0497 544 490 to book 
BYO instruments if you have one 
17th Rural Minds Workshop 
9:30am morning tea for 10:00am start 
At the BDNH, 36 Main Street, Bruthen 
Contact 0497 544 490 to register 
25th Jam Session 2.0  
4.30-6.30pm 12-18yo 
Facilitated by Headspace 
Play, listen, talk or just hang and snack! 
at the BDNH, 36 Main Street, Bruthen 
SMS 0497 544 490 to book 
BYO instruments if you have one 
26th Community dinner and Sun Bus  
5:30pm 
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 
All welcome to the Sun Bus for a night at the 
movies. Bring a picnic blanket and get comfy 
with the family. Dinner at 5pm, movie at dusk. 
 

APRIL 
12th April School Holiday activities 
For Children and teens - timetable to come in 
Tambo Rambler April edition 
 

MAY 
29th May Fair and Community Market,  
9am - 1pm  
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 
 

JULY 
31st Bruthen Orange Fair and Market 
9am - 1pm  
Bruthen Mechanics Hall 
 



PUBLIC NOTICES 

Bruthen - Bairnsdale  
Bus Timetable 

Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711 

Bruthen to 
Bairnsdale 
Morning 

Monday & 
Friday AM 

Tues, Wed, 
Thurs AM 

Bruthen (opp) General Store 08:10 am 09:50 am 

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am 10:20 am 

Bairnsdale Train Station 08:35 am 10:30 am 

Bairnsdale to Bruthen 
Afternoon 

Mon to 
Thurs PM 

Friday PM 

Bairnsdale Train Station 1:25 pm 3:40 pm 

Corner Chemist (Service & Main 
Street) 

1:30 pm 3:45 pm 

Bruthen, Station &  
Great Alpine Rd 

2:00 pm 4:15 pm 

Bruthen Landcare  
 

Meetings 3rd Tuesday of each month 
 

Next Meeting Tuesday 16th March at 6pm 
Contact Matt Pearce 

0467051960 



ALMON 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen 

Turning And Milling 
Welding Aluminum & Steel 

Cylinder Head Repair 

Phone Andrew 5157-5486 

Chris Fella 
Qualified Carpenter 

Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New 
Houses, Fencing  

20 Year Experience 
TFN 195 357 871 

MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198 
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com 

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES 
 

Peter Weeks 

Specialising in Gas Installations 

Conversion and Maintenance 

General Plumbing 
 

Lic No 21065  Mobile:  0418 516 745 

 

ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS 
Data, Phone, Security Alarms 

Craig Prior 
Ph 5157 5104 
0417 318 363 

R.E.C. 16896 

TRADES AND SERVICES 

mailto:chrisfella@bigpond.com


In event of an 

emergency 

Bruthen has 3 

Heart Start 

Defibrillators  

 

Located at 

Bruthen General Store  

6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days) 

Bruthen Rec Reserve  

for sports events / Caravan Park 

Bruthen Police Station  

(after hours – on 

Community Health being closed) 

Note: under 24/7 video 

surveillance 

Closing date for March issue 

Tambo Rambler is 20th March 

Please send your articles by e-mail only to: 
tamborambler@gmail.com  

(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please 
PDF format will no longer be accepted.) 

Tambo Rambler is distributed to venues in Omeo, 
Buchan, Swifts Creek, Ensay & Nowa Nowa.  We also 
distribute online and to Government representatives, 
Bairnsdale Library, Bairnsdale DELWP, Regional 
Historical Societies etc.  We welcome suggestions of 
other outlets for the Tambo Rambler. 

The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility 
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.   The 
Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and to 

edit submissions if necessary 

All submissions must carry the author’s 
full name, address and phone number. 

They may be published anonymously if preferred. 

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs  
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options 
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00  
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00  
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00 
 1/2 page - Cost  $50.00  
 Full page - Cost  $100.00  
25% discount for BDCA Members,  
(only applies to black and white adverts) 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page  
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for 

that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler   
 Cost - $165 per edition 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page  
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that 

month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler    
 Cost - $100 per edition 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page  
Full Colour Promotional Package 
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert 

placed on the inside cover of the Tambo 
Rambler 

 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for 
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler  

 Cost - $65 per edition 





BRUTHEN LANDCARE 
UPDATE - FAIRY DELL 

After a slow year for Landcare, plans are finally underway to continue fire recovery efforts at Fairy 
Dell. Members of Bruthen Landcare visited the site on Saturday 6th February, where lots of new 
growth is coming up. An online meeting is set with Councillor and Ecologist Tom Crook for Friday 
19th March at 6.30-8pm to learn about fire recovery at the Fairy Dell rainforest. To join the meeting 
go to: meet.google.com/bow-yqbr-nmb  
 
Next Landcare Meeting is booked in for Tuesday 16th March at the Neighbourhood House at 6pm.  
 
For more information or to get involved in either meeting, contact Matt Pearce on 0467051960 or 
Yolan Berry on 0436430323 or email landcare.bruthen@gmail.com 

http://meet.google.com/bow-yqbr-nmb
mailto:landcare.bruthen@gmail.com

