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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners 
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging. 

The Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored this month by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance & Metung 

Mighty Girls 
Former Tambo Upper Primary School students begin their term at the Victorian School 

for Student Leadership, Gnurad-Goondidj Campus, Glenormiston North. 
From left: Jasmine Elphick, Bess Smith-Entick and Matti Pearce (story inside) 



Front page story: 
 

Six young people were chosen through the application process to attend the School for Student Leadership from 
Bairnsdale Secondary College.  The three girls are local to Bruthen & District, and were interviewed on their arrival at 
the Gnurad– Gundiidj campus in Glenormiston North. Here is what they had to say. 
 

Jasmine: 
 

“I heard about the SSL a couple of years ago and I applied because I really in the future hope to be able to lead people 
especially in the Mental Health field and I would like to extend my leadership skills. I think it will be hard to be away 
from home for so long but I think I will really benefit from it.  I’m really hoping to learn to be more independent. 
The thing I’m looking forward to the most is extending myself and making new connections and finding friends. It 
will be really different going back to school in Term 2. I think I will have a new outlook on life and everything.” 
 

Bess: 
 

“I applied for the SSL because I wanted to grow as a person and meet new people. I want to learn more leadership 
skills and do more things with leading people.  I’m looking forward to making new friends. I’m not really sure how I 
will go being away from home for 9 weeks.  I guess it will be difficult sometimes but you know that you are doing it 
for a good reason. I hope at the end of term I will be telling you that I had the best time and I never want to go 
home!” 
 

Matti: 
 

“I heard about the SSL a couple of years ago.  I applied because it looked really interesting.  I have no expectations 
about what I will learn and I am open to trying everything out.  I’m looking forward to the different way of learning, 
it’s all new.  It’s a long time to be away from home and there is a lot to be nervous about but I will have some 
friends here from school and I will give it a go. The people here seem so nice so I think I will be okay.” 
 

Story continued next page 

What the mighty girls say... 



What the principal says... 



On Monday 1st February, East Gippsland Shire Council 
passed a motion supporting the prohibition of nuclear 
weapons. The motion originated from the International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), a global 
campaign supporting implementation of the Treaty on 
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. The motion called 
upon the council to write to Australian Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison in indication of their support for 
the treaty. 
  
The motion was moved at a council meeting by 
Councillor Tom Crook, and seconded by Councillor 
Jane Greacen. While Crook acknowledged "clearly this 
forum has very little influence over the use or production 
of nuclear weapons", he acknowledged Australia's role 
in the nuclear fuel cycle, stating nuclear weapons "have 
bought untold misery to communities around the world". 
  
Councillor Arthur Allan opposed the motion, saying 
while he agreed with what Crook and Greacen had 
stated, the issue of nuclear weapons was a "federal 
issue" and the motion amounted to "virtue signalling". 
  
Deputy Mayor Mark Reeves supported the motion, 
contending it was an issue of "moral standing" and 
representing the views of the community, quipping 
"nobody's said to me — 'You know what we need? A 
really good intercontinental ballistic missile in the shire.'" 
Councillor Trevor Stowe called the motion "feel-good 
stuff" and "an absolute waste of time" 
  
The vote ultimately resulted in a tie, with Crook, 
Greacen, Reeves, and Mayor Mendy Urie voting in 
support, and Councillors John White and Kirsten Van 
Diggele, as well as Allen and Stowe, voting against. 
Councillor Sonia Buckley abstained. Mayor Urie broke 
the tie in favour of the motion. 
  
The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
opened for signature at United Nations headquarters in 
New York on 20 September 2017. It was such a 
significant event that the organisers were awarded the 
2017 Noble Prize for Peace for their efforts. While the 
treaty has been open for signing since 2017, it has only 
just entered into force on 22 January 2021. This means 
that those involved must now commence nuclear 
disarmament. 
  
Currently 86 nations have signed the treaty. More than 
30 councils from across Australia had already indicated 
they support the treaty, with East Gippsland Shire 
Council making 31.  
 
The Australian government has previously boycotted 
prohibition treaty talks, with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade stating "a ban treaty risks 
undermining the [non-proliferation treaty] which 

Australia rightly regards as the cornerstone of the global 
non-proliferation and disarmament architecture".  
 
To watch council discussion of this issue, you can 
check out the council meeting live stream. Skip to 1 
hour and 5 minutes to see discussion of the motion: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT641cxC_R0 

To find out more about the International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons, or about the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, you can visit the ICAN 
Website:  

https://icanw.org/ 

EAST GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL PASSES 
MOTION AGAINST  NUCLEAR WEAPONS  

A 2017 ICAN Vigil at Hiroshima, site of the worlds worst 
nuclear bombing. 

East Gippsland Shire Councillors (from top left) Cr Sonia 
Buckley, Cr Tom Crook, Cr Jane Greacen OAM, Cr Arthur 
Allen, Cr Kirsten Van Diggele, Cr John White, Cr Trevor 

Stowe, Mayor Mendy Urie and Deputy Mayor Mark 
Reeves 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mT641cxC_R0
https://icanw.org/


TARGETED PLANNED BURNING PROGRAM 
STARTING SOON IN EAST GIPPSLAND 

This summer’s devastating bushfires have had a 
significant impact across East Gippsland and it’s 
important Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) 
continues to look forward to progressing further works 
to protect our communities and the environment 
across the region. 
 

With current cooler conditions and suitable moisture 
levels FFMVic firefighters will start the autumn 
planned burning program in targeted locations across 
Gippsland in coming weeks. 
 

FFMVic Deputy Chief Fire Officer, Beth Roberts said 
although the region is on the tail end of an enormous 
fire season in the east, FFMVic’s community 
protection works must continue all year round, when 
it’s safe to do so. 
 

“Bushfires starting in our landscape are inevitable, but 
we are implementing a variety of works to lessen the 
intensity and spread when they do, such as planned 
burning, building and maintaining strategic fire 
breaks, clearing, mowing and slashing,” Dr Roberts 
said. 

“We know the proven benefits of clearing fuel loads 
under controlled conditions, with previous planned 
burn sites slowing fire spread at a number of 
locations in East Gippsland this summer. 
 

“We’ll be utilising the hundreds of skilled firefighters 
on deck this season to conduct the burns which are 
carried out under the current cooler, damper 
conditions to lessen the impact on the environment, 
when it’s safe to do so.  
 

“Smoke from planned burns may cause concern for 
some people, so thank you for bearing with us while 
this important work is carried out,” Dr Roberts said.  
 

In the west and central parts of the region our 
firefighters will be focusing on asset protection burns 
around towns including Mirboo North, Neerim, Erica, 
Yarram, Won Wron, Loch Sport, Heyfield, Coongulla, 
Briagolong, Glenaladale and Dargo. 
 

There also planned burns intended for Lakes 
Entrance and Nowa Nowa during 2021. Bruthen & 
District has burns planned in several areas which will 
be implemented in 2022.  
 

The planned burn program is undertaken across 
public and private land with FFMVic working in 
partnership with CFA, local government and 
landholders, as well as the Bureau of Meteorology to 
assess weather conditions such as humidity, 
temperature and wind speed. 
 

To find out when and where planned burns are 
happening near you go to www.vic.gov.au/
plannedburns or call 1800 226 226. 

Lots of burns planned for East Gippsland over 2021/2022 

http://www.vic.gov.au/plannedburns
http://www.vic.gov.au/plannedburns


Community members are outraged that Kalbar 
Operations Pty Ltd has introduced major changes to 
their proposed mining operations only weeks before 
commencement of a hearing that is to consider the 
environmental impacts of their mine proposal.  Kalbar 
advised the changes are proposed because they made 
an incorrect assumption on water use. 
 

In its bid to gain approval for the Fingerboards mineral 
sands mine project, over four years ago Kalbar was 
required by the Victorian Government to prepare an 
Environment Effects Statement (EES).  Last September, 
an EES document totalling 11,163 pages was released 
for public submissions.   
 

Individuals, community groups and government 
agencies were given 40 business days to submit their 
response.  An Inquiry and Advisory Committee (IAC) 
was appointed by Government to convene a hearing 
and make recommendations to the Minister for Planning 
about the mine proposal’s EES.  
 

“Seven business days before our expert witness 
statements were due to be lodged, Kalbar’s lawyer 
submitted a letter proposing fundamental changes to the 
mine’s operation,” said Ms Sharon Clerke, 
spokesperson for Mine-Free Glenaladale, a community 
group opposed to the mine which is proposed to be 
located approximately 20km north-west of Bairnsdale.   
 

In a recent legal letter to the IAC, Kalbar is now 
proposing the use of centrifuges which they 
acknowledge have never been used in mineral sands 
mining before.  This is to resolve an error that was made 
in an assumption in the EES about the rate of water 
recovery from the tailings which is now expected to be 
55% instead of 80%, resulting in more water being 
required.   
 

Kalbar claims the discovery of this error arose due to 
what EES submitters said, however in other 
correspondence it shows that over 4.5 months ago, 
shortly after Kalbar released the EES and before 
submissions were lodged, that Kalbar had engaged 
experts to respond to the potential use of 
centrifuges.  The IAC and submitters were only informed 
of this change shortly before the hearing was due to 
commence.  
 

“An enormous amount of time and expense has already 
been expended on responding to an EES which is now 
substantially different.  It is incredibly unfair that more 
money will have to be found by the community to pay for 
more expert technical witnesses to respond to the 
impacts of these changes.”   
“When the EES was released it is clear that the 
centrifuge option was already being explored by Kalbar, 
so why was the EES allowed to be released without this 
information and why did it take so long for the IAC and 

submitters to be informed?” 
 

“It must also be said that given the admission of this 
major error on water use, the community has no 
confidence that the many other assumptions in the EES 
are correct.” 
 

“As Kalbar Operations has never operated any mine, 
there is no trust or confidence in their ability to manage 
such a complex project in such a highly sensitive 
environmental setting, only a few hundred metres 
upwind from the Mitchell River and our Lindenow Valley 
food bowl,” said Ms Clerke. 
 

The IAC will be convening another Directions Hearing 
on 15 February 2021, to address procedural fairness 
concerns and a revised timetable following an 
adjournment of proceedings in response to these 
developments. 
 

Mine-Free Glenaladale Inc., Mobile: 0448 809 798  
Email: minefreeglenaladale@gmail.com  

FLAWED ASSUMPTION 
SPARKS ADJOURNMENT 

 PROFESSIONAL 
CAR DETAILING 

 

WE 
COME 

TO YOU 

PACKAGES FROM $60 - $400 

Phone Cody 0432 736 467 or check us on Facebook  

Codys Car Detailing Service 

Support Small Business Employing Locals 



FINGERBOARDS MINERAL 
SANDS PROJECT HEARING 

REPRESENTATION 

The Fingerboards Mineral Sands Project is a 
significant sand mining proposal centred around the 
Fingerboards intersection at Glenaladale. East 
Gippsland Shire Council has serious concerns about 
the mine as currently proposed.  
 
In particular, Council is concerned about the threat it 
poses to endangered species and ecological 
communities, the potential for ground and surface 
water contamination, dust and radiation pollution, 
impacts on the surrounding road networks and the 
potential diversion of water from East Gippsland’s 
most productive agricultural land.   

Council’s view is that the potential impacts of the 
mine have not been documented properly. Based on 
the information currently available, Council does not 
want to see the mine proceed. Should it proceed, 
Council seeks to ensure that a stringent and 
enforceable set of conditions are imposed by the 
State Government on any approval. 
 
In order to do this, Council resolved to participate in 
the Fingerboards Mineral Sands Project Inquiry and 
Advisory Committee hearing. Participation at this 
hearing allows Council to explain to the Inquiry and 
Advisory Committee why it considers the current 
justification for the mine is deficient and gives it the 
opportunity to seek better environmental, social and 
economic outcomes for the community should the 

mine go ahead. 
 
The IAC hearing is a 31-day hearing over 8 weeks 
involving 27 expert witnesses. Council requires a 
robust and rigorous interrogation of a large volume of 
highly complex technical information and expert 
evidence, as well as strategic advice on legal and 
procedural matters. A hearing of this size and 
complexity requires specialised legal representation 
and Council has chosen to engage Planology, a 
leading specialist planning law firm, to represent it at 
the hearing. 
 
Council has also authorised the Chief Executive 
Officer or their delegate can be present at the panel 
hearing. 
 
Council’s legal costs for its involvement in the hearing 
are estimated at $490,000, and costs to date are in 
the order of $160,000. 
 
The project technical review prepared last year by 
Council’s consultant SLR Consulting Pty Ltd and 
submitted to the EES process cost $140,000. 
If approval for the mine is refused, it will be because 
Council has been at the table. If approval is granted, 
Council’s representation will have provided it with the 
best opportunity to achieve sound and appropriate 
environmental, social and economic outcomes for the 
local community. 
 
We are currently in a process of drafting a letter to the 
Planning Minister seeking support on the costs of this 
process and raising our concerns that local 
government and communities are required to be party 
to such expensive processes in ensuring the best 
outcomes for our communities and residents. 
The hearing was scheduled to commence on 15 
February 2021, however on 6 February Council was 
advised through its legal representation that the IAC 
Chair had made a decision to adjourn the 
commencement. 
 
The adjournment was at the request of Mine Free 
Glenaladale and the proponent advising of its 
intention to submit supplementary information for 
each of its expert witness statements and to call 
additional witnesses. The IAC Chair sought Council’s 
view on the adjournment, and we confirmed our 
readiness to present to the panel, but did not oppose 
it. We did however raise our concerns about new 
information being submitted at this late stage. 



2022 UPDATE 
 

Many people in Bruthen will be feeling a bit sad on the third weekend of 
February.  It will be the second year in a row without a festival that brings 
crowds of people, great music, food trucks and lots of fun to town.  We had 
a fantastic line up of activities planned for this month but had to abandon 
them due to the great unknown of covid restrictions. Apart from the usual 
events we had planned to have story telling with well-known story teller 
Jan Wositsky and street performer the Great Gizmo adding more delight to 
the street.  

 

We had been lucky enough to receive a grant of $9,500 from East Gippsland Shire and most exciting was a 
new partnership with Destination Gippsland who had a large grant to assist with marketing, including the 
opportunity to work with a festival organizer who had so many good ideas, great connections and lots of 
experience. Luckily these can be rolled over until 2022 which was a big relief.  The music line up was looking 
awesome so it was sad when our music selection team had to to tell them ‘no go for the second time.  It has 
to be better for 2022! 
Some of us were also lucky enough to be able to do some festival management training online that was 
organized by East Gippsland Shire. That made us realise how well prepared we are compared to many other 
community run festivals. 
 

We were also successful in getting a grant through Regional Arts Victoria and Victoria Together to have a 
short film made of Bruthen and the festival.  Bruthen’s own Tony Grist features in the film along with a few 
other recognizable faces.  This will be showing on the Victoria Together web page for 3 months from 
February.  Look it up.  
 
The BIG question now is will we be able to pull it off in 2022!  Our small organizing group is feeling a bit 
weary and, possibly, a little stale so we NEED some new faces to ensure that we can create the 25th Blues 
festival next year.  As mentioned above we will have more outside support than ever before, which will make 
life a lot easier.  We also have some pretty experienced festival stalwarts to help guide newcomers. 
 

Planning for the next festival usually starts about April with monthly meetings, though the frequency will 
ramp up towards the end of the year.  People who take on a particular role may not need to attend many 
meetings if they do not want to. Meetings are usually held at the hotel so we often stay and have a meal 
together afterwards which is a time to socialize and have some fun. 
 

The Bruthen Arts and Events Council AGM will be held at the hotel on February 21st at 5pm.  The festival will 
be on the agenda that night so come along and hear more about how we will be trying to keep Bruthen’s 
festival going. 
 

PLEASE THINK ABOUT HOW YOU CAN HELP US KEEP 
‘AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST LITTLE BLUES FESTIVAL’ IN BRUTHEN. 
 

Contact Joy on bruthenblues@gmail.com or ph 0490819507. 
Joy Manley 
President Bruthen Arts and Events Council. 

mailto:bruthenblues@gmail.com


MESSAGE FROM 
BRUTHEN OP SHOP 

 
Unfortunately we are receiving a high level of 

unacceptable donations: 
*dirty clothing/bedding/linen/ragged shoes 

*electrical goods  
*damaged china etc 

Please be kind & considerate and leave only 
items at a standard you would be happy to 

purchase yourself. 
We have to pay for electrical & other tip drops 

just like you. 
 

WE LOVE OUR COMMUNITY AND WELCOME 
VOLUNTEERS & EVERYONE ELSE SO 

THANKYOU ALL 
we hope to see you soon!! 

The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is 
simple: 

 Use local seasonal produce 
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods & 

responsibly stewarded meats 
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce 

tasty food 
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal 

approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer 

If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in and 
have a taste of one of ten beers on tap 

OPEN 
Wednesday to Sunday 

10am to 5pm and 
Friday and Saturday 

10am to 10pm 

Phone 5157 5307 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

 
 

Bruthen Arts and Events Council will hold their 
Annual General Meeting at the Bruthen Inn Hotel 

5pm on Sunday 21st February.  
 

Annual reports will be presented and office bearers 
will be elected. 

A General meeting will follow the AGM. 
 

For more information or to register interest contact 
Joy Manley on: 

 Ph 0490819507 or email joybells@aussiebb.com.au 

 54 Main Street,  
Bruthen.  
Open 7 days  
Ph: 03-51575 415 
 

✓Your local ELGAS Distributor  

✓Supplier of local produce supporting local growers  

✓Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats  

✓Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems 
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)  
 

Shop local – support local employment  
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com  



Sarsfield Community Event – 12 months on 
 

On 30 December 2020, the Sarsfield Community 
Association and Sarsfield Recreation Reserve 
Committee hosted a Sarsfield Community Gathering 
to recognise and reflect that 12 months prior the 
community was significantly impacted by the 2019/20 
Black Summer Bushfires.  
 

Event funding from Bushfire Recovery Victoria and 
East Gippsland Shire Council; and volunteers from 
Redgum Church and Rotary Sunrise helped to ensure 
the event was a success. 
 

GLaWAC provided a Welcome To Country; a jumping 
castle and wacky wombat were there to entertain the 
kids; local musicians played some cool tunes and 
food trucks fed the hungry community. It was the first 
whole of community gathering since COVID closed 
down the community Friday night feeds in early April 
2020 and there was a great community atmosphere – 
thanks to all who made it a success! 
 

A community photo project where the community 
submitted their top 5 photos from the 2020 year, 
helped tell the story of the past 12 months of the 
community, with over 300 photos being displayed on 
the walls of the Sarsfield Hall. 
 

Sarsfield Snaps Calendar 
 

The Sarsfield Snaps TWO YEAR calendar was 
recently launched, with a free copy being given to all 
Sarsfield households. The calendar is full of a great 
range of photos taken by kids of the Sarsfield 
community and surrounds. Calendars are available 
for purchase ($15 each. If you are interested, you can 
put your order in today by emailing 
sarsfieldsnaps@gmail.com . 
 
 

East Gippsland Shire Council Australia Day 
Awards 
 

Sarsfield Recreation Reserve and Hall had the 
honour of hosting the 2021 East Gippsland Shire 
Council Australia Day Awards. The collective 
community efforts of the Sarsfield were recognised at 
the event, with the Sarsfield Community ‘Friday Night 
Feeds’ being nominated in the ‘event of the year’ 
category. There were several other ‘Sarsfield’ related 
recognitions, including a nomination for the Sarsfield 
Recreation Reserve Committee; and a certificate of 
appreciation being given to Sarsfield Community 
Recovery Committee. 

SARSFIELD COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION FEBRUARY UPDATE 

Bruthen 
Motors 

'Personal service 
with a smile' 

 

ULP, Diesel, BP Ultimate 98 
All Mechanical Repairs,    

 Roadworthy Inspections including LPG Vehicles,   
Automotive accessories,  Bait and Fishing supplies,  

Tyres, Ice, Gas Bottles Filled, Snacks and Drinks 
 

Landrover repairs and spares 

See Phil in Workshop for details 

70 Main Street, Bruthen 
Ph: 5157 5262 

bpbruthen@gmail.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

7AM—7PM 



 

East 
Link Toll 
Passes 

Photocopying  
And 

Facsimile 
 Service 

Bruthen Licensed Post Office         
(Est.1893) 

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,  
Western Union Money Transfer,  

Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery, 
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak 

& Australia Post Postal Services 
 

Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209 

Bruthen Pizza and Takeaway 
Ring for opening hours 

Come in and check out the menu 

Pizzas, fish and chips and a range of other 
food and drinks are available 

69 Main Street (near the corner garage) 

Phone 51575461 

A beautiful and friendly 

Buddhist Centre in W Tree 

ALL WELCOME! 

 

Meditation    Health & Wellness 
      Tai Chi    Easter   Yoga 

Medicine Buddha         Family     

 

Information and bookings visit  www.sakya.com.au/siba 
03 5155 0329   siba@sakya.com.au 

Connections ...2 
4 – 28 February 2021  

Pauline Crunden - paintings inspired by views of the 
landscape & coast of East Gippsland  

Opening 12 noon Sunday 7 February (restrictions permitting)  
 

Fusion Fibre Arts – Impressions 4 – 28 March  
Members’ exhibition of contemporary textiles  

 

Gallery hours:  Thursday – Sunday  10am – 3pm 

Amegilla Gallery 
61 Main Street  

BRUTHEN   3885 
e:  amegillagallery@gmail.com 

t:  0438 525386 
also on Facebook 

 

mailto:amegillagallery@gmail.com




More school Holiday fun ! 
Left children decorated their pots and potted 

herbs to take home at Art & Craft with Pam 

and above the fabulous Soul Stories with Tams 

Drawing from the Inside Out 

Term one program available 

and it is not too late to 

enrol or join in any group.   







Welcome to 2021. Thank you everyone who 
supported our monthly food swap last year. It was 
great to meet so many keen gardeners in our 
community and swapping or giving away our excess 
produce and plants.  

We are back again this year on the 1st Saturday of 
the month outside Bruthen Bizarre. Next food swap 
is Saturday 6th March from 10.00 am to  12.00 pm.  

At the moment, summer produce in the garden is 
plentiful and I can't keep up with the amount of 
produce you can get from a backyard. Plums, 
apricots, zucchinis, tomatoes, beans, spinach, lettuce, 
cucumbers and more.  It's been a busy time bottling, 
making jam and pickles. 

As the summer crop is coming to its peak. The next 
planting in my plot will be: Asian greens, beetroots, 
broccoli, carrots, cauliflower, kale, kohlrabi, leeks, 
more lettuce, parsnips, radish, silver beet, spring 
onions and turnips. 

Recipe of the Month: Here is a simple recipe to try 
with those excess zucchinis.  

Kasundi (Indian style Chutney) 

Chop up:  1kg Zucchinis, 1/2kg tomatoes, some fresh 
chilli or chilli flakes to your taste. Two heads of garlic, 
some fresh ginger and one onion. 

Spices: 1½ teaspoons turmeric, 2 tablespoons 
mustard seeds and cumin, 1 tablespoon of coriander 
and salt. 

Other: 1 cup brown sugar, 250mls vinegar (malt or 
cider) and 100mls of oil. 

Method: In a large pan, add oil and then cook the 
spices, garlic, ginger and onion. Simmer until 
softened, add the remaining ingredients and bring to 
low simmer for 1 hour. Put into sterilised jars. ENJOY 
☺ 

Come on down to taste and take some home. If you 
don’t have anything to swap come down  as we 
usually have plenty of FREE home grown produce to 
give away. 

FOOD SWAP DATES for 2021 

• 6th March  * April Easter (no swap) 

 

• 1st May 

 

• 5th June 

 

• 3rd July  

 
Looking forward to seeing you all and chatting once 
again. Any questions? Feel free to contact me on 
mobile: 0437 152 808 or Email: 
foodswap@grownlocalbruthen.com.au  

 
Best wishes, Lesley.   

Local Food and Produce Swap - Next on Saturday 6th March 2021 

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS 

mailto:foodswap@grownlocalbruthen.com.au


Funding Received:   

The Hall Committee is very pleased to have been 
awarded funds to give the hall a makeover and 
upgrade the very old kitchen facilities. 

• $15,000 from Drought Relief Communities 
Program delivered through the Department of 
Industry, Science, Energy and Resources. This 
funding was sourced by the East Gippsland Shire 
on our behalf. These funds will go toward the 
repainting of the main hall and supper room. 

• $5,000 from DELWP for other minor painting 

• $24,000 from Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal’s Strengthening Rural Community’s 
program, which aims to strengthen the recovery 
of communities affected by the 2019-20 
bushfires . These funds will be used to upgrade 
the hall plumbing to improve water quality, and 
upgrade the kitchen. This includes new gas hot 
water service, new gas stoves, new commercial 
dishwasher, replacement of food preparation 
surfaces, and painting the kitchen 

We look forward to seeing these improvements put in 
place over the coming year. We would like to thank 
the Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal, 
Dept of Industry Science Energy and Resources, 
East Gippsland Shire and Dept of Environment Land 
Water & Planning for supporting our hall and our 
community. 

 

Hall Open for Use: 

The Bruthen Hall is open for use and operating under 
relevant Covid restrictions. The maximum number of 
people per space, in accordance with DHHS 4 
square metre rule are as follows:  Main Hall - 38 
people, Stage - 10 people, Supper Room - 24 
people, Kitchen - 6 people, Front Room - 5 people.  

 

Election of Office Bearers 

The triennial election of office bearers was held on 
7th December 2020 with the positions appointed.  
President – Warren Kennedy.  Secretary – shared by 
Jeff Wagstaff and Merewyn Davis.  Treasurer – Judy 
Heil 

 

Next meeting of the hall committee is on 

1st March at 6pm at the pub 

 

Bruthen Mechanics Institute.  PO Box 186,  Bruthen 

Enquiries and Bookings:  0459 345 049.    

Email:  bruthenhall@gmail.com 

BRUTHEN MECHANICS INSTITUTE 

FEBRUARY UPDATE 

Charlie’s Nursery  
 

Succulents and a variety of plants 

at bargain prices! 
 

OPEN 10am - 2pm 

Wednesday - Sunday 
11 View Street, 

Bruthen 
 

0400 400 493 

0428 320 047 

Bruthen Inn 
Hotel 

 

 

Kitchen is open 7 days.   

Lunch 12-2pm  Dinner 6-8pm  

Wednesday Roast Night $17, with happy hour 6-7pm  

Friday night raffles supporting local  

sporting clubs—10 draws.  

Catering for private functions and community meetings  

Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only  

For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.  
Cheers and beers, Stretch 

Phone (03) 51575201 



AG NOTES 

Upcoming Events, Information Sessions, Webinars and other important 
information for local Agriculture 

Council is seeking expressions of interest from small farms and micro-agribusinesses to participate 
in the Agribusiness Program. 
The Drought Agribusiness Program is funded by Regional Development Victoria and East Gippsland 
Shire Council, and delivered by ION Group, South Gippsland. 
The program will assist small farms and micro-agribusinesses to consider diversification and/or value 
adding to increase income and income security from the land. 
Participants will be involved in group workshops, individual business and adaptation sessions, and 
monthly mentoring sessions to support the implementation of ideas. 
What’s in it for you? 
1. Identification of potential business diversification 
2. Development of an adaption plan for your business 
3. 12 month’s practical support 
4. Access to new management tools 
5. Opportunity to improve financial performance and business security 
The program will be delivered in three streams over a 12-month period, starting in February 2021. 
 
The program is fully funded and there is no charge to participate – the only commitment is your 
time and enthusiasm to work on your business. 
 
Interested in learning more? 
Please contact Leigh Crocker on 0419 359 409, or email lcrocker@iongroup.com.au. 
For enquiries about general drought assistance, please contact Council’s Drought Assistance 
Officer Kaylene Wickham on 5153 9500. 

EVENT 
 

Elders Presents: Understand 
soil health with soil DNA 
technology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION 
• Metagen, an Australian 

Biotechnology company, 
explain microbial technology 
to help growers achieve 
better productivity. 

• Improved nutrient 
availability 

• Increased sustainability 

• System resilience 
 

GET INVOLVED 
 

Please RSVP to: Noel Jansz –
 noel.jansz@elders.com.au 
  
When: Thursday February 11th 
Where: Bairnsdale RSL 
Starting time: 2pm 
 
Everyone welcome 



The Tambo Rambler is 
urgently in need of 

volunteers.  
We have free training with a journalist/desktop 
publisher tutor coming up in March, and April 
with 4  session each month to produce the 
Tambo Rambler and gather stories from our 
local groups.  There will be one follow up 
session in May and another in June.   
 
The aim is to build a team of qualified 
volunteers to create the Tambo Rambler every 
month and gather information, stories and 
pictures of all the wonderful and diverse groups 
and activities in our district.  This keeps us as a 
community informed and in touch.  Research 
shows that communities with  a thriving regular 
newsletter are more resilient and connected. 
 
If you would like to learn how to write stories, 
take pictures and create history please don’t be 
afraid to contact us on 4141 5302 or 0497 544 
490 to discuss your ideas or find out how you 
can join in. 



PUBLIC NOTICES 

Bruthen - Bairnsdale  
Bus Timetable 

Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711 

Bruthen to 
Bairnsdale 
Morning 

Monday & 
Friday AM 

Tues, Wed, 
Thurs AM 

Bruthen (opp) General Store 08:10 am 09:50 am 

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am 10:20 am 

Bairnsdale Train Station 08:35 am 10:30 am 

Bairnsdale to Bruthen 
Afternoon 

Mon to 
Thurs PM 

Friday PM 

Bairnsdale Train Station 1:25 pm 3:40 pm 

Corner Chemist (Service & Main 
Street) 

1:30 pm 3:45 pm 

Bruthen, Station &  
Great Alpine Rd 

2:00 pm 4:15 pm 

Bruthen Landcare  
 

Meetings 3rd Tuesday of each month 
 

Next Meeting Tuesday 16th February at 6pm 
Contact Matt Pearce 

Relief From Heat  
This Summer 

On days over 35 degrees, the Bruthen 
Mechanics Hall Supper Room will be 
made available as a place to escape 

from the heat for those who do not have 
air-conditioning. 

Stay safe and cool this summer!! 

 



ALMON 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen 

Turning And Milling 
Welding Aluminum & Steel 

Cylinder Head Repair 

Phone Andrew 5157-5486 

Chris Fella 
Qualified Carpenter 

Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New 
Houses, Fencing  

20 Year Experience 
TFN 195 357 871 

MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198 
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com 

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES 
 

Peter Weeks 

Specialising in Gas Installations 

Conversion and Maintenance 

General Plumbing 
 

Lic No 21065  Mobile:  0418 516 745 

 

ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS 
Data, Phone, Security Alarms 

Craig Prior 
Ph 5157 5104 
0417 318 363 

R.E.C. 16896 

TRADES AND SERVICES 

mailto:chrisfella@bigpond.com


In event of an 

emergency 

Bruthen has 3 

Heart Start 

Defibrillators  

 

Located at 

Bruthen General Store  

6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days) 

Bruthen Rec Reserve  

for sports events / Caravan Park 

Bruthen Police Station  

(after hours – on 

Community Health being closed) 

Note: under 24/7 video 

surveillance 

Closing date for March issue 

Tambo Rambler is 20th February 

Please send your articles by e-mail only to: 
tamborambler@gmail.com  

(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please 
PDF format will no longer be accepted.) 

Tambo Rambler is distributed to venues in Omeo, 
Buchan, Swifts Creek, Ensay & Nowa Nowa.  We also 
distribute online and to Government representatives, 
Bairnsdale Library, Bairnsdale DELWP, Regional 
Historical Societies etc.  We welcome suggestions of 
other outlets for the Tambo Rambler. 

The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility 
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler.   The 
Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and to 

edit submissions if necessary 

All submissions must carry the author’s 
full name, address and phone number. 

They may be published anonymously if preferred. 

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs  
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options 
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00  
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00  
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00 
 1/2 page - Cost  $50.00  
 Full page - Cost  $100.00  
25% discount for BDCA Members,  
(only applies to black and white adverts) 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page  
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for 

that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler   
 Cost - $165 per edition 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page  
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed 

on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler 
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that 

month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler    
 Cost - $100 per edition 
 
COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page  
Full Colour Promotional Package 
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert 

placed on the inside cover of the Tambo 
Rambler 

 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for 
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler  

 Cost - $65 per edition 



Foundation/Grade 1 
Sleepover and Excursion 

Bruthen Primary School’s Foundation and Grade 1 students enjoyed some special after 

school activities, pizza and fruit for tea and a movie before spending the night sleeping at 

school. On Friday, they were off early to ride the ferry to Raymond Island. After studying 

Australian Animals over the last few weeks, they certainly enjoyed seeing the local wildlife.  

I believe the final count was 15 koalas and two joeys travelling on their mother’s back. 

They finished the day with lunch and cooling off activities at the Metung Water Park. 
 

Boys at the water park: Lachie Rogers, Marlowe Columbus, Jack Hollier, Noah Cook 

BR: Jack and Trent Hollier, Gracie Calvert, Willow Elrington, Lily Nation 




