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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging.
December’s Edition of the Tambo Rambler is sponsored by Bushfire Recovery Victoria.

BRUTHEN BOUNCES BACK: BRUTHEN
BOUNCEBACKABILITY MARKET 2020
On Friday 20th and Saturday 21st November 2020,
the anniversary of the first fires to hit Bruthen &
district in 2019, Bruthen held its first official
community event for the year.
Bruthen Bouncebackability Market was a
collaboration between many organisations and
community groups, including East Gippsland Fire
Council, Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House,
Bushfire Recovery Victoria, Red Cross, Destination
Gippsland, Small Business Victoria, Agriculture
Victoria, Forest Fire Management, Bruthen SES,
Bruthen CFA and Save the Children.
So, what exactly is ‘bouncebackability’? Oxford
Dictionary defines it as ‘the ability to recover from a
setback’. Why was this particular word chosen as the
theme for this community event?
“We looked for other words to use other than
‘resilience’, because resilience is bandied around
quite a bit, it’s a bit of a buzzword.” Bruthen & District
Neighbourhood House Manager Annie Pearce
explained. “We found ‘bouncebackability’, which we
quite liked, because we bounce back very well here
in Bruthen.”
The idea for the event had been brewing for a while,
with many organisations wanting to better prepare
Bruthen & District for the upcoming fire season.
“We wanted to focus on bushfire and natural disaster
preparedness and response as a community. I think
we did that fairly well over last summer, but we felt
that we could do better. It was also the anniversary of
the first fires of the season in 2019, which hit very
close to Bruthen.” Annie said.
“We wanted to have an event a little earlier on in the
year in August or September, but we were restricted
by Covid from doing anything like this at that time. As
soon as we could we managed to pull this together
very quickly, but we did have all the agencies
involved on board already, so that made it easier.
When we were contacted by the CFA wanting to do a
community barbeque, we said well, let’s make this
our anniversary, and we will do this event that we’ve
been wanting to do.”
There were contributions from far and wide that
helped make the
Bruthen Bouncebackability Market event a success.
Free herbs and plants were arranged in the Rotunda,
donated as from Springdale Neighbourhood Centre’s
Herbs to Help program, which was very popular with
attendees. Far East Festival of Hotties’ stunning hot

The Rotunda in Main Street was repurposed into the event
entryway. Gratitude cards, hot water bottle covers, free
herbs and books were displayed inside.

water bottle covers were also proudly displayed in the
Rotunda with many available for sale, the proceeds
going to wildlife bushfire relief. Both Tambo Upper
Primary School and Bruthen Primary School also
created gratitude cards for firefighters and health
workers, which were also displayed in the Rotunda
across both days.
All agencies involved had their own information stalls
set up and had volunteers there ready to assist
residents with any questions they had.
“It was an opportunity with all of those different
agencies attending for members of the community to
move around those different stalls and get
information, find out what all the agencies are
responsible for, meet the people that work locally,
find out where they need to go for particular types of
information. There were certainly lots of pamphlets
and brochures and booklets, as well as people on the
ground to advise residents in all areas of how they
can be better prepared”, Annie explained.
While the Friday was steady, most of the community
turned out on Saturday when Bruthen CFA Rapid
Response Unit volunteers were operating a free
barbeque and coffee stand. Save The Children also
brought their van down Saturday with plenty of
activities for kids. There were many community
volunteers on site over both days, manning the
entrance, getting people to sign in for contact tracing,
conducting community surveys and setting up and
packing down, which helped make sure the event ran
smoothly. Volunteers from all involved organisations
were on site both days as well, helping at information
stands and answering questions.

in terms of recovery and where people say their
priorities lie. It is important people take the time to fill
out those surveys, they can do them online, they can
come into the Neighbourhood House and do them,
they can pick up hard copies. Hard copies have been
mailed out too. It’s really important that we know what
the community wants.” Annie, who is an active
member of the CRC as well as Neighbourhood House
manager, explained to us.

Gratitude Cards designed By Tambo Upper and
Bruthen Primary School Students

Save The Children not only had activities set up for
children, but were also working with the
Neighbourhood House to try and get some feedback
from children and youth attending on what activities
they would like over the summer holiday period.
Expression of Interest forms were designed by the
Neighbourhood House and volunteers from Save The
Children had them on hand for local children and
teenagers to fill in.

“Attendance was amazing given the short timeframe
we had. It was quite busy on Saturday and I know the “Our new Program Coordinator Paula Jorgensen and
I have been busy working on children’s and youth
CFA were happy not to have any food leftover. Didn’t programs for Bruthen & District. Save The Children
they do a great job with their beautiful barbeque which have got some wonderful programs and they have
was a lot more than snags and bread.”
been very supportive, and they will be coming back
over summer. We have some other agencies we are
The efforts of volunteers on both days getting
working with, East Gippsland Shire Council,
attendees to fill in community surveys was incredible. Headspace, YACVIC, GLCH and Bushfire Recovery
These community surveys are vital to improve future Victoria to fund and identify program and activities for
response to bushfires and other natural disasters.
children over the school holidays.”
“The surveys were a result of approximately five
months work with the new Bruthen District Community
Recovery Committee. We did get some amazing help
from our place manager Kathryn Macdonald from the
Shire who printed and posted them all. We wanted to
know as a group what the community would like in
recovery, how everyone is feeling, where we can go in
terms of helping our community be better prepared
and respond better to major events, what we can do

Charlie’s Nursery
Succulents and a variety of plants
at bargain prices!

OPEN 10am - 2pm
Wednesday - Sunday
11 View Street,
Bruthen
0400 400 493
0428 320 047

“Last year before Christmas we had some community
engagement around what the community wanted for
our children over summer, given that we had already
been in a month of fires. What we identified was that
the community wanted free activities for youth and
children. So, we are happy that we can actually do
that this summer, because last summer certainly
wasn’t the time to do that.” Annie said.
Local youth can still nominate free activities they
would like arranged for Bruthen & District over the
summer holidays by contacting the Neighbourhood
House.
Visitors to the Bouncebackability Market would have
noticed the display of fresh green herbs in the
Rotunda on the way in, free for any member of the
community to take home with them. These were
organised for East Gippsland residents of Springdale
on the other side of Victoria as their way to give back
to those affected by bushfires.
“Herbs to help was a long process. I was contacted
by the lovely Anne Brackley from the Springdale
Neighbourhood Centre around February. She said
that she had this idea, that her community on the
other side of Victoria wanted to do something for East
Gippsland. I thought, what a wonderful idea, baskets,
people can take them with them if they are not able to

live in their homes, if they have had to evacuate. For
whatever reason, a lot of people lost their gardens
and their trees and what not.” Annie said.
“We had planned for them to be brought down at the
end of March which was when we intended to have
our first event this year. Obviously, that couldn’t
happen because of Covid. Anne was very
understanding and supportive and the Springdale
community has been amazing attending to these
baskets. As soon as we got the go ahead from Shire
and we made it apparent we were having this event,
Springdale Neighbourhood Centre rallied all these
carloads of people who came down with all of those
lovely baskets to drop off. The majority of them went
to Clifton Creek, Sarsfield and Buchan. We got a few
less in Bruthen but we certainly had plenty available.
The Springdale community was lovely, so many
lovely people there. They were so happy to finally be
able to bring them. For me that was a really important
part of the event and it showed me how
Neighbourhood Houses from all over Victoria can
work so well together.”
All in all, the Bruthen Bouncebackability Market was a
success. All the CFA barbeque food was eaten, all
the Herbs to Help found new homes with locals.
Countless questions were asked and lots of useful
information was given out, hopefully resulting in
residents of Bruthen & District feeling more supported
and prepared for future disasters. Many community
surveys and expression of interest forms for youth
summer activities were filled in, providing vital
information to continue developing community
recovery strategies and engaging summer holiday
programs. So, will we see a similar community event
next year?

Neighbourhood House Manager Annie Pearce and
Program Coordinator Paula Jorgensen

Far East Festival of Hotties hot water bottle covers and
herbs to help displayed in the Rotunda during the event

“Yes, we will be looking at doing a similar event for
STORY BY Y R BERRY
one day around the same time each year.” Annie
said. “We will also be looking at doing a similar type
of event where we have all the agencies attend a little
earlier in the year, as most years our fire season
starts earlier than it has this year. “
That is certainly something for our community to look
forward to.
A lot of the information brochures, pamphlets, and
flyers available at the market are now accessible at
the Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House.
For more information on the community recovery
surveys, children and teen summer activities or
anything else mentioned in this article, as well as any
questions you have on bushfire preparedness or
community recovery, you can contact the Bruthen &
District Neighbourhood House on (03) 4141 5302,
0497 544 490 or call in Tuesday – Friday between
10am and 3pm, 36 Main Street, Bruthen.

FOSTERING FUTURES FOR KIDS IN
FARKWA CHRISTMAS CARDS APPEAL
Computing and Electrical Engineering.
The lunch program is considered one of the most
important programs as it acts as a huge incentive for
children to attend secondary school. Lunch to feed
each child at school costs just $1 a day.
Christmas cards can be purchased on the Fostering
Futures website, with the amount donated to the
lunch program corresponding to the message on the
card.
For instance, a card is purchased for $40, then the
wording in the gift card will be:
"A Gift that makes a difference!
Your very special gift will provide a lunch at
Lunches for students at Farkwa and Gwandi
School for forty kids in remote rural villages
Secondary Schools in Tanzania made possible by
in Tanzania, East Africa.
FFKF donations
It will allow them to attend school and concentrate in
Class.
Local charity Fostering Futures for Kids in Farkwa Inc. Kids at Farkwa and Gwandi say Thank You!"
(FFKF) are once again launching their Christmas
cards appeal to help fund lunches for school students There are a number of different gift cards to choose
in Farkwa and Gwandi in Tanzania.
from displaying local animals, scenery and people
and cards can be purchased for as little as $10. If you
The charity was formed in 2006 by locals Rosie
are looking for a local gift to give this Christmas that
Broughton and Joy Windle. The idea formed when
will make a real impact, consider purchasing a card
Rosie was living in Farkwa with her Tanzanian
from FFKF.
husband Tichiano Fidelisi.
Farkwa Secondary School had just opened in 2006,
but only had a Headmaster, a table and a cardboard
box of books to teach with. They had almost no text
books and few teachers. Students had to pay fees
but subsistence farmers couldn’t pay. Due to these
challenges, less than half the students were present
at the secondary school each day.

If you’d like more information about this
wonderful local charity, you can check out their
website:
https://ffkf.org/
or contact Joy Windle on (03) 5156 8547

Noticing these challenges, Rosie contacted her
You can purchase the cards online in the FFKF
mother Joy and asked if she could help. Word was
shop:
put out to family and friends and Fostering Futures
(FFKF) was formed. With the help of Rosie, Joy and a https://ffkf.org/product/gift-cards/
committee of local volunteers here in East Gippsland,
in 2011 FFKF was also able to extend assistance to a
neighbouring secondary school in Gwandi, Tanzania.
They provide assistance through a number of
programs including student day scholarships, student
boarding scholarships and a lunch program.
Today, students at both Farkwa and Gwandi
secondary schools attend regularly and very few drop
out. Form four results have improved greatly. A few
students each year are gaining entry to the highly
selective forms five and six, as well as university.
Some are going on to post form four courses.
Success stories include students who have gone on
to become secondary teachers themselves and
others who have graduated with university degrees in

Some of the secondary school students who have
been sponsored by FFKF

BRUTHEN INN HOTEL COMPLETES
BAR RENOVATIONS
Bruthen Inn Hotel has recently completed
renovating the bar area; isn’t it looking fantastic!
The bar area has been enlarged and the pool
table has been moved into it. The whole bar is
now looking much more modern and spacious
with lots of extra standing room. Renovations
have been completed just in time for the summer
holiday season, with plenty of dining tables set
up both inside and in the courtyard and extra
standing room available in the bar.
If you are after a drink, Bruthen Inn Hotel is open
Monday to Saturday 11.30am till late and
Sunday 12pm till 9pm. There is even a courtesy
bus running Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
nights.

Bruthen Inn Hotel is open 7 days a week

The historic inn is also open seven days a week
for lunch and dinner, between 12pm—2pm and
6pm-8pm. Bookings are preferred, to reserve a
table you can call (03) 5157 5201.

The new and improved bar area at Bruthen Inn Hotel

Extra standing and seating room available in the bar

Pool table is now situated in what was the old kitchen

BRUTHEN & DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD
HOUSE WINS SOLAR PANEL GRANT
the Bruthen Men’s Shed, Bruthen Remembers History
Group, Bruthen Land Care, community exercise and
art groups (various), community health & well-being;
and provides a space for returned service personnel
to meet (after the local RSL in Bruthen was
disbanded).
The ‘House’ also figures in Community education
initiatives, including: fire safety training and
information nights by the local CFA Brigade. And with
2021 approaching will have a number of emerging
youth activity programs as well hosting senior citizen
events as required.

Pictured: Mr Paul Scerri (Country Manager), from
REC Solar who came to visit the House
and met with volunteers, committee and staff. From
the community of Bruthen – a BIG thankyou to REC
Solar and the REConstruct community program.

Just from this list (which is not exhaustive), the
benefits of the REConstruct grant will spread across
the district by ensuring that operating costs for the
various groups who use the house are minimized.
For more information about the REConstruct Initiative,
you can visit their website: https://reconstruct.net.au/

The Bruthen & District Neighbourhood house is
thrilled to announce that it has been a very
fortunate recipient of e REC Solar grant for fitting of
solar panels.
REC Solar Pty ltd after the spate of natural disasters
kicked off their REConstruct Initative – aimed at
bringing clean energy to communities affected by
natural disasters.
In conjunction with multiple partners, the program
donates fully installed premium REC Alpha Series
solar panels and compatible inverters to not-for-profit
community organizations affected by the recent
Australian bushfires. As a strong advocate for the
global energy transition, REC is working with local
communities to drive the clean energy economy.
The program kicked off with Clifton Creek Primary
School in East Gippsland which was completely
destroyed in the recent bushfires. It is the first
beneficiary of the innovative new bushfire recovery
program. All in total 50 systems are scheduled to be
allocated by the end of 2020, with installation to occur
as soon as possible.
Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House is the
second recipient of this program; as we met the
program criteria of being a community-based
organisation which has infrastructure located in a
bushfire-affected region and has been adversely
affected by the bushfires.
The Neighbourhood House is the key focal point for
the Bruthen District. The House serves as a hub for

54 Main Street,
Bruthen.
Open 7 days
Ph: 03-51575 415
✓Your local ELGAS Distributor
✓Supplier of local produce supporting local growers
✓Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats

✓Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)

Shop local – support local employment
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com

NEW FIREFIGHTERS LEARNING THE
ROPES (OR RAKHOES)
planned burns, slashing, track clearing and other land
management activities.
“Forest firefighters rely extensively on dry firefighting
techniques as water is often scarce in the middle of
the bush. Our recruits are trained in how to use a
rakehoe to construct a mineral earth control line as
well as other skills such as four-wheel driving and use
of chainsaws, which are essential for forest
firefighting.
“Now they’ve successfully completed the course, the
trainees will work alongside FFMVic’s permanent staff
where they’ll continue with on-the-job learning from
experienced firefighters while completing fire
protection work and responding to bushfires.
“This year FFMVic has 250 seasonal and full-time
firefighters on board in the Gippsland Region to help
keep communities safe.
“Many of our PFFs have worked with us during
previous fire seasons so have gone straight to work
on fuel reduction activities such as planned burning,
slashing and track clearing.
Gippsland PFFs are based in depots at Bendoc,
Cann River, Orbost, Nowa Nowa, Swifts Creek,
Dargo, Briagolong, Heyfield, Yarram, Loch Sport,
Erica, Noojee, Foster, Bairnsdale, Mallacoota and
Wonthaggi.
All FFMVic crews have been adhering to appropriate
public health and hygiene guidelines to ensure
operations and training can safely continue across the
state.

Forty-five new Forest Fire Management Victoria
(FFMVic) firefighters have been put through their
paces in Rawson, Sale, Swifts Creek and Orbost last
week as part of a rigorous training course to learn
the skills needed to protect communities from
bushfires.
FFMVic Gippsland Regional Learning and
Development Lead Ben Rankin, said the course
covers the essential elements of firefighting including
fire behaviour, fire suppression, planned burning and
firefighter safety

A beautiful and friendly
Buddhist Centre in W Tree
ALL WELCOME!

“Our new project firefighters (PFFs) have completed
a mix of classroom and field-based activities to get
them up to speed with the demands of fighting
bushfires as well as the varied roles of a forest
firefighter,” Mr Rankin said.

Meditation Health & Wellness
Tai Chi Easter Yoga
Medicine Buddha
Family

“These recruits will not only respond to bushfires and
other emergencies, they’ll also be conducting

Information and bookings visit www.sakya.com.au/siba
03 5155 0329 siba@sakya.com.au

Your Local Brigade Happenings
The Bruthen Fire Brigade is preparing for the upcoming fire season – in particular training of new fire
fighters. It was especially pleasing to note we have had 17 new volunteers join the Brigade who are
currently undertaking the General Fire Fighter Course. This is no small commitment, and it is hoped
that by the end of December we will have most of the new volunteers trained, assessed and ready to
deploy on the Bruthen Tanker or Ultralight fire fighting vehicles in response to fire and other incident
activations.
As we have just passed the 12 month anniversary of the first lightning strikes at Little Dick Range
Road; and also the Six Mile complex of fires (near Dead Horse Creek Road), newly trained fire
fighters are welcome additions to the Bruthen Brigade. Each new member brings with them various
skills and knowledge from their everyday lives; and each member most importantly has volunteered
their time to defend our town and surrounding district. So well done to all who have answered the
call. In addition we have had two new members transfer in from other Brigades who bring with a
solid CFA background.

Calling in a fire or an emergency.
The aim of this information is to provide some advice about reporting a fire. Regardless of who you
know in the CFA locally – never call that person – always dial 0 0 0. The CFA is only allowed to
respond to 0 0 0 activation.
So if you see a fire and need to report it – follow a few basic steps and make sure you provide as
much accurate information as possible.
If you are in a car travelling at speed and you notice fire or smoke - take the time to stop and pull
over. Assess the scene of the fire or smoke and consider what you are going to tell the 0 0 0
operator. Importantly take your time and articulate a clear message. Respond to any further
questions that the operator may ask you. You may well be asked:
•

What type of fire is it? For example: grass and scrub fire / forest fire / paddock fire / shed fire /
house fire / car accident fire / car accident leaking fuel / electrical overhead power lines down
causing sparks / gas leak; are just a few examples.

•

Location. Provide a street name, the highway name. Use a descriptor – for example corner
Engineers Road and Great Alpine Road, Bruthen. Do not refer to street names which are nick
names (or names known by locals such as “the Sand Hill”); be accurate in your description. Fire
crews attending from outside the local area may not know what a nick name for a local feature is.
If you are unsure and have a Navman in your car or a smart phone with a street / location
application – use it.

•

Relevant information. Provide any information you may feel is relevant – for example is there is
access to the fire by a certain road or by a gate – let the operator know. This will be situational
dependant. Just think of what you would like to know if you were responding to the fire.

•

The operator may – ask you for a brief statement of the fire – for
example: the fire is burning – but not spreading fast // or // the fire is
spreading fast towards………..)

Remember the accuracy of information you provide the emergency operator
is provided directly to fire crews. Providing crews with accurate information
will allow them to make assessments on route to an incident; and formulate
some contingency plans prior to arrival on scene.

NSW Premiers Citation 2019/20 Bush Fires
In 2019 the Bruthen Fire Brigade sent two of its officers (pictured) to fight
fires in NSW. Lieutenant Ross Herman’s deployed as a Tanker Crew
Leader and Lieutenant Holley Wegman in the Forward Command Vehicle.
Both members performed their duties with distinction in representing both
Bruthen & the CFA. Ross was recently presented his citation by Brigade
Captain James Nicholas in front of new Brigade members undertaking GFF
training. Holley will shortly be recognised for the same. Well done to both
members!

Bruthen Pizza and Takeaway
Ring for opening hours
Come in and check out the menu
Pizzas, fish and chips and a range of other
food and drinks are available
69 Main Street (near the corner garage)

Phone 51575461

LET’S MAKE IT A GREAT
GIPPSLAND CHRISTMAS
Mr Chester is encouraging people to support the
campaign by nominating a local business where you
can find a gift to put under the Christmas tree or food
and treats for the table.
“This campaign will help to spread the word about the
great things available for Christmas in Gippsland,” Mr
Chester said.
“By encouraging people to spend their money locally,
we will keep more money in our economy and that will
support jobs.”
“Some people don’t want anything for Christmas other
than a job and where we decide to spend our money
will play a role in determining whether they get their
wish.”
Staff and customers can nominate a business to be
featured on Mr Chester’s social media platforms over
the next four weeks.
To take part, simply email some photos and 10second video of the business including shots of the
products and staff members (with permission, of
course!) to darren.chester.mp@aph.gov.au
Federal Member for Gippsland Darren Chester has
launched a campaign to promote Gippsland
businesses and support local jobs as the countdown
to Christmas begins.
Mr Chester said his Great Gippsland Christmas
campaign would encourage people to shop locally by
showcasing local shops, service providers and
produce.
“Gippslanders have stuck together over the past 12
months as we’ve faced plenty of challenges,” Mr
Chester said. “As the end of 2020 approaches, we
are in better shape than
most parts of the world.
“This Christmas, I'll be putting locals first and
supporting those businesses that support our
community.”
“By shopping locally, taking a break in Gippsland and
using local service providers, you can join me and
support local jobs.
“It’s now less than a month before Christmas Day so I
will be promoting Gippsland businesses every day
until Santa visits as part of my Great Gippsland
Christmas campaign.”

Please remember to mention any Christmas offers or
special gift ideas available in store.
“I love Gippsland and together we can make this
Christmas a Great Gippsland Christmas for
everyone,” Mr Chester said.

OPEN

Wednesday to Sunday
10am to 5pm and
Friday and Saturday
10am to 10pm
Phone 5157 5307

The Bite @ Bullant
Brewery food philosophy is simple:
 Use local seasonal produce
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods &
responsibly stewarded meats
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce
tasty food
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal
approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer
If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in and
have a taste of one of ten beers on tap

LITTLE IN BUDGET FOR
EAST GIPPSLAND
Nationals Gippsland East MP Tim Bull said there
was little in Tuesday’s Budget for East Gippsland
with big spends outlined for metropolitan based
projects.

Mr Bull said he hoped some of the abovementioned
projects were hidden away in the budget papers, but
the fact they were not specifically mentioned gave
him little hope.

“There is a lot being spent in Melbourne and after all
“Following the year we have had with fires and then
we have been through, I reckon it was our turn,” he
Coronavirus on the back of three years of drought, I
said.
thought we were due to have some important
infrastructure projects knocked off the list and I expect
that is what East Gippslanders anticipated,” he said.
“Nothing would have made me happier than be able
to report we have a number of key projects funded,
but at first glance it appears they have not been.
“Completion of the Bairnsdale Secondary College,
new fire stations at Lakes Entrance and Metung, a
new police station at Orbost and the Maffra Hospital
upgrade were all key projects and while I understand
we were never going to get them all, it would have
been good to get some.
“The other element I find a little frustrating is that over
the past 12 months we have had East Gippsland
businesses screaming for more support to get
through this tough period, but they were told it was
not there. Now, just months later we see a massive
city spend, while many of those country businesses
are gone.”
Mr Bull said the college did receive $7.23 million, but
in excess of $15m was required to finish the school
and get all the students out of the old Wallace Street
campus and all on to one site - this money will not
achieve that.

Pictured: East Gippsland Nationals MP Tim Bull is
disappointed with this year’s State Budget, with a
number of key local projects not receiving any
mention.

“Over the upcoming holiday period there will be
several portable classrooms arriving and I assume
this is part of the funding announced, but why would
you spend money on portables when the new school
can be finished?
“The Liberal Nationals committed to stage one in
2010 and built it when in government, then also
committed to stage two in 2014 and 2018, which
would finish the school.
“Strangely, Labor committed to stage one in 2010
also, but for the past decade has refused to commit to
finishing the school.
“I just hope this money for portable classrooms and
some other works that have been funded is not an
indication we have to wait longer to have all the
students together in a modern facility on one site.
“It is far from ideal and just this week, on Monday,
they were drenched walking to classes between the
two sites.”

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS

Whoo Hoo! Our new School Bus
Has Arrived!
Tambo staff and students were absolutely over the
moon yesterday with the delivery of our brand
spanking new school bus! We cannot express how
grateful we are to the Melbourne Jewish Community
and St Vincent de Paul Society for their incredibly
generous donation!
We look forward to having the sign writing completed
by Dave at Razor Images in the next coming weeks
after which, the bus will sport the school community
selected design with our logo and colours.

Camp Coolamatong

Last week Grade 5/6 went from Monday 23rd Nov to
Friday 27th Nov
Grade 3/4 went from Monday 23rd Nov to Wednesday
25th Nov
Prep/1/2 went there for the day on Wednesday 25th
Nov

Bruthen Mechanics Institute
Committee of Management
Triennial Election of Office Bearers
th

Monday 7 December
7pm at Hall
The Bruthen Mechanics Institute is owned by
DELWP and managed by a volunteer committee of
management. The committee is elected for period of
three years.
All visitors welcome at this meeting.
Social distancing will be ensured.
Please note, the hall is now open to user groups and
hirers, under relevant Covid-19 restrictions as
required by DHHS.
Bruthen Mechanics Institute. PO Box 186, Bruthen VIC 3885
Enquiries and Bookings: 0459 345 049. Email: bruthenhall@gmail.com

ANGLICAN PARISH OF TAMBO
DECEMBER UPDATES
BRUTHEN OP SHOP
VOLUNTEER CALL OUT

DECEMBER CHURCH
EVENTS

The Bruthen Op Shop has been very busy lately and
we are in desperate need of a few more volunteers.
Could you spare half a day a week (or even a full
day?) to help. Its a fun atmosphere and plenty of
locals and visitors to chat with (in a COVID-safe way
of course).

Bruthen Community Christmas
Carols
Tentatively December 19th. Contact
Parish for details in December.

If you'd like to offer some time to help, please ring
Heather on 0457 317 958, send us a message or call
into the Op Shop.

Christmas Services
Buchan, Lessons and Carols,
Sunday 20th December 7pm
Bruthen, Christmas Eve at 7pm
Swan Reach, Christmas Day at
10am
Weekly Services
Bruthen every Sunday at 9.30am
Swan Reach every 2nd and 4th
Sunday at 11.15am
Buchan every 3rd Sunday at
2.30pm

Bruthen
Motors

Bruthen Licensed Post Office
(Est.1893)

'Personal service
with a smile'
ULP, Diesel, BP Ultimate 98
All Mechanical Repairs,
Roadworthy Inspections including LPG Vehicles,
Automotive accessories, Bait and Fishing supplies,
Tyres, Ice, Gas Bottles Filled, Snacks and Drinks

Landrover repairs and spares
See Phil in Workshop for details
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7AM—7PM

70 Main Street, Bruthen
Ph: 5157 5262
bpbruthen@gmail.com

East
Link Toll
Passes

Photocopying
And
Facsimile
Service

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,
Western Union Money Transfer,
Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery,
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak
& Australia Post Postal Services
Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209

WORLD DISASTERS
REPORT 2020
The need to build better and protect communities
from the increasing threat of disasters.

vulnerable to natural disasters, adapt and protect
communities from disasters over the next decade. To
put that into perspective, the total financial impact of
A new Red Cross report is urging global action to
weather-related disasters around the world over the
protect communities facing increasing risks of climate past decade is estimated to be as high as US$1.92
-related disasters.
trillion. More than 300 natural disasters are estimated
to have had a total financial impact of US$39 billion in
The World Disasters Report 2020, “Come Heat or
High Water: Tackling the Humanitarian Impacts of the 2019 alone.
Climate Crisis Together”, reveals that nearly 100
“The frequency and intensity of natural disasters are
million people around the globe were affected by
increasing substantially, with more category 4 and 5
climate-related disasters in 2019 alone.
storms, more heatwaves breaking temperature
This includes more than 14,000 people impacted by
wildfires in 2019 –more than half of them in Australia,
where 19.4 million hectares were burnt during the
worst bushfire season on record.
“The threat of such disasters is already high, and will
only grow higher, so everyone –humanitarian groups,
governments, climate experts and society at large –
needs to focus on disaster-risk reduction and support
communities around the world to adapt to the impacts
of climate change,”said Kym Pfitzner, interim CEO of
Australian Red Cross.

records and more heavy rains, among many other
extremes. We've seen the impacts of this in
Southeast Asia in recent weeks. We need to scale up
forecast measures to enhance our planning and
inform forecast-based action,” said Michael Annear,
International Director, Australian Red Cross.
“Communities that are the most exposed and
vulnerable to climate risks should be our first priority.
We need to urgently scale up planning for disasters
and support these communities so that they can
prepare more effectively for disasters and expand
existing community resilience.”

“This report urges governments to design
investments, including via COVID-19 stimulus
packages, to support resilient and inclusive societies
where major infrastructure –everything from schools To learn more, visit:
https://www.redcross.org.au/worlddisasters
and aged-care facilities through to seawalls and
power plants –is designed to withstand future climate
and weather extremes.”
“Many communities in Australia and around the world
are being affected by concurrent and consecutive
crises, including our own experience of bushfires and
COVID-19 in Australia, leaving them with little time to
recover before the next shock arrives. There is so
much to be done to help people to adapt to the
realities of the changing climate, by reducing risks,
and building community resilience.”
While the risks are global, Australia is being
impacted. Over the course of the past decade,
Australia suffered 32 natural disasters –more than
double the global average of 15. But other countries
in our region have been more affected. Asia
accounted for 46 per cent of all disasters recorded in
the past decade. The World Disasters Report finds
the international community needs to be doing more
to help vulnerable communities become safer and
more resilient to future disasters.
It reveals US$50 billion a year is needed to help 50
developing countries, many of which are extremely

Bruthen Inn
Hotel
Kitchen is open 7 days.
Lunch 12-2pm Dinner 6-8pm
Wednesday Roast Night $17, with happy hour 6-7pm
Friday night raffles supporting local
sporting clubs—10 draws.
Catering for private functions and community meetings
Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only
For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.
Cheers and beers, Stretch

Phone (03) 51575201

Do you know someone with
PONYITIS????
It is not hard to spot; common signs include games where they are a pony, wearing a pony tail,
watching pony movies, reading stories about ponies and wanting pony pyjamas… Then there are the ongoing,
lamenting statements, like “I want a pony”, “can I have a pony?”, “why can’t I have a pony?”
Maybe you can’t afford a pony. Or, you don’t have room. Or, you don’t know enough about looking after a pony.
Consider PonySafe. Your child will have a pony to dote on while learning what is involved in keeping a
pony. You can learn with your child if necessary. And, you will find out if your child’s ponyitis is going to be
short-lived, or forever.
PonySafe also offers PonySafe time – simply time with a pony, without the lessons. Up to four children can
spend time with a pony together, perfect for friends or siblings. Riding lessons are available as exclusive, one-on
-one lessons for beginners.
By the way, Ponyitis affects adults too!
PonySafe also offers bush rides to people that can ride. Maybe your horse is injured? Or you haven’t owned a
horse for some time?

For more information:

Go to PonySafe@facebook.com, call 0467 021 111,
email info@ponysafe.com.au

PUBLIC NOTICES
Bruthen - Bairnsdale
Bus Timetable
Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711
Bruthen to
Bairnsdale
Morning

Monday &
Friday AM

Tues, Wed,
Thurs AM

Bruthen (opp) General Store

08:10 am

09:50 am

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am

10:20 am

Bairnsdale Train Station

08:35 am

10:30 am

Bairnsdale to Bruthen
Afternoon

Mon to
Thurs PM

Friday PM

Bairnsdale Train Station

1:25 pm

3:40 pm

Corner Chemist (Service & Main
Street)

1:30 pm

3:45 pm

Bruthen, Station &
Great Alpine Rd

2:00 pm

4:15 pm

Help!
BRUTHEN OP SHOP
is in great need of

VOLUNTEERS!
If you can spare even half a
day
please ring
Heather on
Bruthen Landcare
Meetings 3rd Tuesday of each month
Next Meeting Tuesday 15th December at 6pm
Contact Matt Pearce
0467051960

0457 317 958
or
call into the shop.
Thanks

TRADES AND SERVICES

ALMON

ENGINEERING SERVICES
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen
Turning And Milling
Welding Aluminum & Steel
Cylinder Head Repair

Phone Andrew 5157-5486

Chris Fella

Qualified Carpenter
Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New
Houses, Fencing
20 Year Experience
TFN 195 357 871
MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES
ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Data, Phone, Security Alarms

Craig Prior
Ph 5157 5104
0417 318 363
R.E.C. 16896

Peter Weeks
Specialising in Gas Installations
Conversion and Maintenance
General Plumbing
Lic No 21065

Mobile: 0418 516 745

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00
 1/2 page - Cost $50.00
 Full page - Cost $100.00
25% discount for BDCA Members,
(only applies to black and white adverts)
COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $165 per edition
COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that
month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $100 per edition
COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page
Full Colour Promotional Package
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert
placed on the inside cover of the Tambo
Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $65 per edition

Closing date for December issue
Tambo Rambler is 20th November
Please send your articles by e-mail only to:
tamborambler@gmail.com
(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please
PDF format will no longer be accepted.)
Tambo Rambler is distributed to venues in Omeo,
Buchan, Swifts Creek, Ensay & Nowa Nowa. We also
distribute online and to Government representatives,
Bairnsdale Library, Bairnsdale DELWP, Regional
Historical Societies etc. We welcome suggestions of
other outlets for the Tambo Rambler.
The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler. The
Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and to
edit submissions if necessary

All submissions must carry the author’s
full name, address and phone number.
They may be published anonymously if preferred.

In event of an
emergency

Bruthen has 3
Heart Start
Defibrillators
Located at
Bruthen General Store
6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days)

Bruthen Rec Reserve
for sports events / Caravan Park

Bruthen Police Station
(after hours – on
Community Health being closed)
Note: under 24/7 video surveillance

The Sarsfield and District Recovery Hub is
here to support you
The recovery process, lifting of Covid-19 restrictions, and the approaching
bushfire season can affect individuals differently. The Sarsfield and District
Recovery Hub can help you as you navigate these events. We can:
Connect you with BRV Wellbeing Officers
Link you with partner agencies that can offer additional support
Face to face chats over a cup of tea and biscuits
No matter what is on your mind, we are here to offer support and advice.
We also offer a mobile service at the following locations
•
•
•
•

Bruthen Neighbourhood House | Monday afternoons
Clifton Creek Community Hall | Tuesday mornings
Wairewa | every second Wednesday afternoon
Omeo and Districts | via appointment
Or you can drop into the Hub at 10 School Road, Sarsfield.

December’s Edition is co sponsored by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance and Metung.

