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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging.

AMEGILLA GALLERY BRUTHEN OPENS FOR
SUMMER HOLIDAY PERIOD
By Y R Berry

During the bushfires over December 2019 – February
2020, business was intermittent. The first evacuation
of Bruthen township was in late December, and there
were a few more incidents were residents were
required to leave. “Because of the fires, all the traffic
was stopped, so there wasn’t any tourists in January
of February. February things started to pick up, there
was a big push, you know, “Come and buy local”, that
sort of thing. But then it just really fell away again.”

When Covid-19 hit in March, Eileen closed the gallery
doors, only reopening in late September. The hardest
part for Eileen was not being able to sell for local
artists over the six months the gallery was
closed. When asked how she felt the art scene in
East Gippsland had been impacted, she said, “I think
it’s had a real knock on effect. The retail outlets have
been closed, the East Gippsland Art Galleries have
Amegilla Gallery was named after the Australian Blue been closed, Foundry has been closed; it just sort of
Banded Bee, Amegilla Cingulata. The name fits with impacts on everyone. Especially the music you know,
a running theme in Bruthen, as we also have the Blue no Bruthen Blues Festival last year, no Bruthen Blues
Bee Café across the road on the other side of the
Festival this year. Performances, all that sort of stuff.
Main Street. Amegilla Gallery was opened by Eileen
Thurgood in August 2016. Eileen has a long
association with the arts, which inspired her to open.
“East Gippsland had lost a lot of it’s private galleries,
where artists have access to a retail outlet, so I
thought Bruthen would be absolutely perfect.”
Originally from Cann River, Eileen moved to
Bairnsdale in 1986, before moving to Bruthen in
2012. “Newcomer,” she laughs as she explains. She
has a wonderful sense of humour and a positive
attitude, which is commendable considering a
disastrous year which essentially stopped the local
economy and forced her to close the gallery.
“The lead up to last Christmas wasn’t so great either,
but I’m really lucky, I had a building to come back to
It’s not just the visual arts, it’s the whole kit and
and my stock doesn’t go off. I could just shut the door caboodle.”
and hibernate along with everybody else.”
Festivals and events are an important part of the art
and music economy in East Gippsland. While local
events do not necessarily correspond with increased
sales for local artists, the extra visitors to the East
Gippsland region are key to increasing exposure for
all artists.
“Three quarters of it is actually getting people to know
you’re here and know you’ve got stock; maybe they
come back next time.”
“I suppose due to the bushfires (the East Gippsland
art scene) has been so disjointed, there hasn’t been
the networking or the energy that has been obvious in
the past, but people come by, there’s certainly a lot of
people out there creating work.”

Not skipping a beat, Eileen is using her reopening
productively, currently exhibiting local artist Rhonda
Gray’s Art School project “Think Big”, which is running
until 22 November. After that, Eileen will be
exhibiting her summer show. “Rather than having a
feature artist for this gallery, I have a bigger much
bigger display of local artists, so everybody can get
some exposure to the increased Christmas traffic and
nd

future art workshops and programs available for
Bruthen & District will be available in the December
Edition of the Tambo Rambler.
Amegilla Gallery is a stunning piece of Bruthen,
stocking a wide range of fine art & craft by local and
invited artists. Using a variety of mediums to create
fantastic pieces for all budgets, artwork on display
includes paintings, cards, glassware, ceramics,
jewellery, prints and crafted wooden items. If you are
considering local Christmas gifts this year, the gallery
is worth checking out. There really is something for
everyone.
To visit the Amegilla Gallery, you just need to go
to 61 Main Street in Bruthen. The Gallery is open
Thursday – Sunday, from 10am – 3pm.
For further information, you can contact Eileen
on Facebook, via email at
amegillagallery@gmail.com or via telephone on
0438 525 386

holiday traffic; that carries on through to February. It
just gives everybody a go at the possibility of more
sales.”

While Eileen has several artists she works with
already, she encourages people to get in touch if they
want to display their work. Her feature gallery can be
hired for a minimum of four weeks. It is a lovely bright
white room currently full of colourful small 15 x 15cm
boards, created by Rhonda’s Gray’s students. Eileen
explains that the Rhonda Gray Art School operates
out of Bairnsdale, “She’s a local artist and an
excellent tutor. These students this year had to take
classes online via Facebook and Zoom. They had to
do work on these little tiles, and they were given a
colour swatch as well. So, they had to try and do the
majority of the painting in the tones of the colour
swatch. That is really one good thing about Rhonda’s
classes; a lot of art schools will produce artists still
doing the same work or the same genre. But with
Rhonda, she really encourages people to keep their
own individual style, while at the same time improving
their skills, so you get this great variety of technique
and media as well.”
She also displays her own work in the gallery. “Not
everyone’s cup of tea my work,” she laughs again. “I
love print making; not that I’m a print maker, but I do
computer collage. I don’t like cutting up books, so its
very nice to be able to scan something into the
computer and cut it up there. The last few years I
have actually done a couple of classes with Rhonda
Gray, which has really improved my drawing skills.”
Eileen has been also been very supportive of the
Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House and has
been a great resource to draw on for organising local
art workshops and programs. More information about

For more information about Rhonda Gray Art
School or her current exhibition “Think Big” on
display at Amegilla Gallery, you can call Rhonda
on 0427 492 859 or email via her website
www.rhondagray.com.au

Coming up
in 2021!
This month the Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House is preparing for activities in 2021!
We welcomed our new Program Coordinator, Paula Jorgensen, to our team and she has set to work
on creating an exciting range of opportunities commencing in the school holidays. The possibilities
are endless and we are developing programs, workshops and groups around feedback we have
already received from the community and welcome any new ideas or proposals from the community
or budding tutors to teach and share knowledge and skills. Look out for our schedule hitting the
town next month! Our core programs and groups will be continuing as soon as COVID-19
restrictions allow and we are so looking forward to seeing everyone again.
Along with our established groups and programs, some of our upcoming activities include:

School Holiday Program

Youth Program

Thoughtful Thursday

Seniors Lifestyle Community Dinners Craft Club Art Space

Seasonal Markets

Cooking Sustainabiliy Café

We are partnering with Buchan Neighbourhood House as Learn Local and taking expressions of
interest for the upcoming 4 week Digital Matters course. The cost of this course is just $50. We
are pleased to also offer FREE COMPUTERS to those that may not have suitable technology to
access the course and we are able set them up for you with the help of our wonderful volunteers. If
you already have a computer, laptop or tablet we can also assist with those so you are able to use
them. (See details below)
Give us a call on 0497 544 490 or 03 4141 5302 send an email to info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au or
make an appointment with us from 10am—3pm Monday to Friday Till next month!

Annie Pearce, Manager.

LEARN LOCAL PROVIDERS HAVE JOINED
FORCES TO SUPPORT GIPPSLAND IN 2020
You will learn how to:
•
Set up your devices
•
Connect to Bluetooth and Wifi
•
Set up online accounts
•
Navigate safely online.

The course content is flexible and may
include:
•
Download digital content from the
library
•
Participate in Zoom catch-ups
•
Study online
•
Support home schooling.

To register for the Digital Matters course, contact the
Bruthen & District Neighbourhood House:
Program Coordinator, Paula Jorgensen, or Manager Annie Pearce
on 03 4141 5302 Tuesday to Friday 10am—3.30pm

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs
BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options
 9 x 5 cm - Cost $10.00
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00
 1/4 page - Cost $25.00
 1/2 page - Cost $50.00
 Full page - Cost $100.00
25% discount for BDCA Members,
(only applies to black and white adverts)

COLOUR Advert Option 1: Full Page
 One full page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the major sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $165 per edition
COLOUR Advert Option 2: Half Page
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed
on the inside cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that
month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $100 per edition
COLOUR Advert Option 3: Quarter Page
Full Colour Promotional Package
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert
placed on the inside cover of the Tambo
Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for
that month’s edition of the Tambo Rambler
 Cost - $65 per edition

Closing date for December issue
Tambo Rambler is 20th November
Please send your articles by e-mail only to:
tamborambler@gmail.com
(Word, Publisher, JPG or PNG format with photos please
PDF format will no longer be accepted.)
Tambo Rambler is distributed to venues in Omeo,
Buchan, Swifts Creek, Ensay & Nowa Nowa. We also
distribute online and to Government representatives,
Bairnsdale Library, Bairnsdale DELWP, Regional
Historical Societies etc. We welcome suggestions of
other outlets for the Tambo Rambler.
The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler. The
Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and to
edit submissions if necessary

All submissions must carry the author’s
full name, address and phone number.
They may be published anonymously if preferred.

BDCA has been busy!
The Bruthen & District Citizens Association Inc. has
been very busy indeed. The BDCA is your community
association that incorporates the Bruthen Art &
Information Centre, the Bruthen & District
Neighbouhood House, the Tambo Rambler, the
Historical Precinct and now the Bruthen District
Community Recovery Committee..
Currently the BDCA is rebranding before conducting a
membership drive. They will be contacting groups,
clubs and individuals to come on board and be a part
of future community planning, events and activities.
The newly formed Bruthen District CRC is currently
working with the EGSC and BRV to finalise a
community survey, which will be mailed out to all
households very shortly, seeking your input on
recovery and preparation planning. New members are
most welcome please email
bruthendistrictcrc@gmail.com
Look out in the Main Street for the many agencies and
organisations taking part in the BDNH information
market coming up on Friday 20th and Saturday 21st
November marking the first anniversary of the first
fires to hit the outskirts of Bruthen last year. (Has it
been a year?) EGSC, GLCH, BRV, DELWP, Ag Vic,
Small Business Victoria, Red Cross, SES, CFA, Rural
Financial Counselling Service, and many more will be
attending to provide support, information and referral.
Call in and find everything you need in the one spot
right in the heart of Bruthen. There will be plenty going
on! (All under strict COVID guidelines)

THRIVING IN A TIME OF UNCERTAINTY!
By Mark Rasmussen
Back in September 2019, Sharen could never have
envisioned that when she took over the quaint Willow
Boutique women’s clothing store in her first year,
she’d not only deal with Australia’s worst bushfires on
record, but a global pandemic that would effectively
cripple most small businesses.
Rather than let those catastrophic events diffuse her
enthusiasm, Sharen rolled up her sleeves and got to
work.
As many businesses coughed and spluttered their
way through 2020, some folding around her, she took
a modest store’s profits and completely transformed
the store into a force to be reckoned with, doubling its
turnover, and doing so when she was forced to shut
for extended periods at a time.
It’s a credit to her acumen and persistence, while
refocusing her attention where she needed it – locally!
With the tourist season all but decimated in
December and January because of the fires raging up
and down the East Gippsland region, by turning
inward, she discovered that customers were always
there, they just needed reasons to shop closer to
home.
When she increased the typical size ranges usually
available to women, from small through large,
including extra small and extra large, she found an
uptake in sales. When she added her dressmaking
and alteration skills to the mix, she found a previously
untapped market came calling.
Ask her what the secret to success is, she’ll tell you,
“Hard work, making bold decisions, and taking
risks.”

“It wasn’t easy but when backed into a corner and
with tourist numbers down across the whole region, I
had no choice. Sink or swim, she says. “Thank
goodness I grew up by the water because I chose
swim,” she laughs candidly.
Willow Boutique, situated in the lovely Lakes
Entrance, now attracts new and repeat customers,
most of them locals which has the store booming.
Add the fact she’s having fun doing it, especially
when hosting the store’s regular Friday arvo ‘Wine
Down’ as she calls it – a free wine and sampling of
her goat cheese foray from her local farm nearby –
and she’s enjoying thriving in the face of small
business doom and gloom all around her.
When added to the fact she’s raising her 13 year old
son on her own, all while studying and teaching IT,
you can tell it’s a monumental achievement. But she
doesn’t see it like that, instead preferring to remain
humble.

“I just never sat still or kept waiting for government
decisions or business grants, to stay afloat. When
you’re faced with adversity, I liked to stay active, do
what I could or was possible, and hope the choices I
made pulled off.”

CHURCH RETURNS
TO PARISH OF TAMBO

With restrictions beginning to ease and an influx of
tourists sure to hit East Gippsland, especially those
from metropolitan Melbourne eager to escape,
Sharen has no plans to stay idle.
“We’re coming into the busiest period for all
Gippsland businesses. We all have to be prepared,
so I’m doing what I can to make sure I have enough
stock, yet remaining loyal and true to my local
customers and Willow Boutique supporters. Without
their support, I may have been forced to close my
doors in my first year.”
“When time’s are tough, and they have been this year
more than any other for most of us, it’s locals who go
into bat for one another and help you out where they
can. I couldn’t be more grateful for their patronage.”
Once she has her goat cheese dairy registration and
the small facility fully up and running, she’s planning
on making sure every one of her local customers who
supported her during these tough times, receives a
bonus.
“That’s always been part of the plan, offer up some
delicious goat cheese for my most ardent and loyal
store customers and Willow supporters.”
Her cheese, not yet commercially available, has
already been turning heads at a couple of local
restaurants nearby, including the French owned and
run restaurant, Froggy’s, which in their own words,
described her latest Camembert cheese, “As the best
they’ve tasted outside France.”
High praise indeed. But for Sharen, it’s all part of the
journey.

On Sunday, there were lots of smiling faces as a
dozen parishioners enjoy the first face-to-face service
at St Matthews Bruthen since August 2. Everyone
was following the COVID-safe plan and there is
plenty of space for us to spread out. Outside for a
chat afterwards, the garden is at it’s spring best.
There was plenty of praise for Brain & Kerrie's videos
over the past few months which have been very well
received locally and by others from afar. Locum Brian
reported that the Op Shop is going really well since
its re-opening.
There are plans in place for Bruthen Community
Christmas Carols (December 19, subject to COVID19 restrictions at the time) and we have dates and
times for Christmas services - Bruthen, Christmas
Eve at 7pm then Swan Reach, Christmas Day at
10am. Weekly services are returning to Bruthen
every Sunday at 9.30am, and every 2nd and 4th
Sunday to Swan Reach at 11.15am

“I’ll keep doing what I can, with what I have, to ensure The Parish AGM is on November 29 and there are
that the success I achieved this year was no fluke!”
nomination forms available now.
After tasting her cheeses and seeing her store busy in
action, I’ve no doubt she will.

To visit Willow Boutique in person, simply
head along to 23 Myer Street, Lakes Entrance.
Or visit the www.thewillow.boutique to see
many of the latest fashion trends.
You can also like and follow Willow on
Facebook @WillowCollectiveBoutique, where
she regularly posts the latest clothes and
other fashion items. ‘Wine Down’ begins each
Friday from 4-6pm.

BRUTHEN BLUES
2021 CANCELLED
Bruthen Arts and Events Council are disappointed to
have to announce that the 2021 Bruthen Blues and Arts
Festival has been cancelled.
This was to be the 25th celebration of blues music which
was going to be an exciting landmark for Bruthen. The
small volunteer group organising the festival felt that
they did not have either the suitable venues or the
people power to manage the probable requirements of
conducting a festival under Covid restrictions.
It was a particularly difficult decision because this year’s
event was also cancelled due to the threat of fires and
smoke.
The Arts Council hopes to be back in 2022 with an
exciting line up of activities for everyone to enjoy. As
always planning and working towards the festival will
begin in April next year and the group will be looking for
more helpers to ensure that this wonderful East
Gippsland event can go ahead.
In the meantime there are several other smaller shows
and events planned for 2021. These will be announced
once confirmed.

Teresa Young

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT

0429 398 730
teresa.young@atrealty.com.au

http://www.atrealty.com.au/

A beautiful and friendly
Buddhist Centre in W Tree
ALL WELCOME!

Meditation Health & Wellness
Tai Chi Easter Yoga
Medicine Buddha
Family
Information and bookings visit www.sakya.com.au/siba
03 5155 0329 siba@sakya.com.au

Bruthen Pizza and Takeaway
Ring for opening hours
Come in and check out the menu
Pizzas, fish and chips and a range of other
food and drinks are available
69 Main Street (near the corner garage)

Phone 51575461

Local Food and Produce Swap - Next on Saturday 7th November
Thanks everyone who came to our first food swap it was
great. We had over 20 people attend and lots of things to
swap and give away for FREE (plants, fruit, seedlings,
muffins, eggs , books, veggies and …lots more)
The aim of the swap is to share produce you have in your
backyard so that it doesn’t go to waste and also to meet
new people and keen gardeners and cooks too.
If you have nothing to share that ok too. Come down
anywhere as we have more than enough FREE fruit and
veg to share with anyone in our community.

When : First Saturday of each Month from 10am –
12md
•
•
•

Saturday 7th November
Saturday 5th December
Saturday 2nd January

Where: See us near the Bruthen Bizarre – Ronald
street Bruthen
This month we have lots of FREE TOMATO heritage
seedlings. You only need 1 plant to put in a pot to keep
you going with fresh tomatoes over summer. If you have
any spare citrus fruit on your trees bring it down on
Saturday with a bottle and I will juice it for you!

Sow and plant in November: Asian greens ,basil,
beans, beetroot, broccoli, cabbage, capsicum and chilli,
carrots, cucumbers, eggplants, lettuce, melons, radish,
silver beet, spring onions, zucchini, corn and yes
TOMATOES !

Recipe of the month
Silverbeet, spinach, yoghurt and pinenut dip
•

80ml extra-virgin olive oil, plus extra

•

5 cloves garlic, finely sliced

•
•

1 leek or onion , finely sliced
1 bunch silverbeet, trimmed of 3/4 of the stalk
and finely chopped

•

Herbs: 2 tsp ground cumin, 1 tsp sweet smoked
paprika

•

250g thick plain yoghurt

•

80g pinenuts, toasted briefly in a dry frypan

•

1 lemon

1. In a wide-based pot, add 80ml of oil and cook the garlic
until fragrant. Add the leek/onion and cook for five
minutes. Add the silverbeet and cook for another 10
minutes over low heat with the lid on, stirring through
every now and then.
2. Add the cumin and paprika and, if the pot is too dry, a
splash of water. Cook for another five minutes, season and
set aside to cool.
3. If the greens are quite wet, drain off a little liquid, then
puree with the yoghurt and half the pinenuts until you
have a smooth paste. Spread on to your serving plate,
squeeze over some lemon, scatter over the remaining
pinenuts, dress with a little oil and serve with flatbread.

For more details contact Lesley
Czulowski:

foodswap@grownlocalbruthen.com.au

Progress of the Inquiry
into the 2019-20
Victorian fire season
The Victorian Government has responded to my first report into the 2019-20 Victorian Fire Season, accepting
all 17 recommendations. As the Inquiry is being run over two phases, this report represents my Office’s work
under Phase 1 focusing on sector and community preparedness and response to the 2019–20 fires.
The Inquiry into the 2019-20 Victorian Fire Season: Phase 1 Report also represents the contribution of
many Victorians who shared their views and experiences by joining a community meeting, writing a
submission or completing our survey. These contributions have helped inform the 66 observations, 36
findings and 17 recommendations made in identifying good practice and opportunities for continuous
improvement.
Included in its response, the government has also released IGEM's Review of 10 years of emergency
management reform, accepting all five recommendations. This review should be read in conjunction with
the Phase 1 Fire Season Inquiry Report as its recommendations are relevant to the findings of the Inquiry
and are referenced throughout the report.
You can read the reports and the government's response from our website www.igem.vic.gov.au.
The Inquiry provides yet another opportunity to understand where and how communities and government can
further improve overall readiness, capability and capacity to reduce the risk of major bushfires. However,
there are limitations on what can be achieved simply by conducting an Inquiry.
Opinions and ideas for possible improvement are never in short supply. Tailored, realistic strategies and
action plans embraced by communities are harder to find. Just as preparing for, and responding to
emergencies is a shared responsibility, so too the opportunity to improve must be shared between
individuals, organisations, government and communities.
In completing this first phase of the Inquiry, I am hopeful that this report will trigger outcome-focused
discussion, improved policy making, providing a catalyst for the consideration of a less complicated and more
effective hazard reduction regulatory regime.

Most importantly, it is my hope that this Inquiry will influence change that results in better community
engagement, closer cooperation within and across jurisdictional boundaries, well informed decision-making
and ultimately, better outcomes for all Victorians.

Inquiry Phase 2 - Relief and Recovery
Phase 2 is underway and is considering the progress and effectiveness of Victoria’s immediate relief and
recovery arrangements with the final report to be delivered by 30 June 2021.
Over coming months, we’ll be offering a range of ways to participate and provide feedback. These will be
promoted through local outlets and social media. At the moment you can share your views through:
completing the online submission or online survey
•

picking up a printed survey from a local community recovery hub or calling 0409 249 054 to have a
survey sent to you

•

requesting a telephone survey by calling 0409 249 054

•

email to igem@igem.vic.gov.au

•

mail to Inspector-General for Emergency Management, GPO Box 4356, Melbourne VIC 3000.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Inquiry for your willingness to provide your experiences, and I
look forward to staying in touch over the coming months as we focus on Phase 2 – relief and recovery.
Tony Pearce

NOVEMBER BUSHFIRE
PREPAREDNESS
Preparedness seems to be on everyone’s minds right now, but what does it actually mean,
and how do we ‘do’ it?
Preparedness is a combination of actions, behaviours and thoughts directed towards doing what we can, when we can,
to help mitigate – minimise – any effects of an emergency, and improve our recovery afterwards.
Fire is still a risk, though, in our environment here, and we need to prepare for it. We also need to consider how we can
prepare for other types of emergencies – which could include flooding, storm events, power outages and medical.
Red Cross has a few tools to help you prepare, including Rediplan sessions for households or community groups, where
we take you step by step through preparedness; or pick up a copy of the Rediplan booklet from the hub (or contact us
& we can mail or drop one off for you). If you have a smartphone, you can download the free “Get Prepared” app,
which takes you through all the steps, too.
It’s time to get prepared, and isn’t as hard as you might think. We focus on four simple steps:

Get in the know
Get connected
Get organised
Get packing
Get in the know, the first step, is about looking outwards and informing yourself. Consider: what are the risks that
might affect you and/or your household? Disruptions or crises that could arise and need action? How might such an
event lead you to think or act? How do you feel about it, and how could you prepare your mind? What don’t you know,
and need to find out?
Check websites for credible organisations, local, state and federal governments for emergency and preparedness info
relevant to your area and type of living conditions, and make note of any suggested steps. By getting in the know, you
can overcome some of the fear, anxiety and uncertainty out of potential emergencies.
To learn more, request a Rediplan booklet, or book a preparedness session for your household or group, contact your
local Red Cross Bushfire Recovery Officer, Sophie Beasley on 0409 316 272 or: sbeasley@redcross.org.au
For the app and other resources, visit: www.redcross.org.au/prepare

Bruthen Inn
Hotel

Kitchen is open 7 days.
Lunch 12-2pm,
Dinner 6-8pm
Wednesday Roast Night $17, with happy hour 6-7pm
Friday night raffles supporting local
sporting clubs—10 draws.
Catering for private functions and
community group meetings
Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only
For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.
Cheers and beers, Stretch

Phone 51575201

54 Main Street,
Bruthen.
Open 7 days
Ph: 03-51575 415
✓Your local ELGAS Distributor
✓Supplier of local produce supporting local growers
✓Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats
✓Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)

Shop local – support local employment
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com

Update on Bruthen water supply during the fire season.
Dear residents of Bruthen & District,
As you are all probably aware the township of Bruthen and many of the outlying areas suffered catastrophic
water failure during the fire season just past. The same failure which occurred in the 2006/07 firefighting
season. It should be noted that as a general rule across Victoria (under the Water Act), township water
systems are not designed for bushfire fighting scenarios
Accordingly, the Bruthen Fire Brigade raised a number of concerns to the Bruthen & District Citizens
Association; which were then presented to the Inspector General Emergency Management (IG EM) in a
formal written submission. The correspondence outlined some key facts and raised questions about the future
supply of water to the town during times of extremely high water use.
Importantly, when defending the town the Bruthen Fire Brigade drew most of its supply from static tanks and
also from big fill pumps inserted into the Tambo River. This was to lessen the reliance on town water,
ensuring we left as much water in the system for residents located near the bush interface, as possible.
After the letter to the IG EM, the Captain Bruthen Fire Brigade participated in a meeting with EG Water, a
EGSC representative and a Bush Fire Recovery Victoria representative. The aim of that meeting was to
determine what occurred and led to the loss of either water pressure or water completely; and further to look
at initiatives to reinforce water supply to the township and surrounds when it is needed most. EG Water have
agreed to conduct some water flow/network modelling that will be expanded to include bush fire scenarios.
The meeting confirmed that loss of pressure and in some cases complete flow of water, was the result of
exceptionally high rates of water use which drained supplies. The question was asked – how do we fix this
from occurring again? EG Water have advised (importantly) that some water storages which normally hold a
weeks’ worth of water – were being depleted in hours during the two events that Bruthen experienced
imminent threat of fire. This situation as you can image placed extreme mechanical pressure on the pump
systems.

Good news is that the pump systems have been repaired. EG Water have further advised:





New replacement pumps have been installed to service the Bruthen high level area. While this is a
replacement of existing pumps, some configuration improvements may be possible to improve throughput.
A pressure reducing valve has been replaced to allow increased flow through to Bruthen (at the Mossiface
pump point).
A second 6ML tank is currently being commissioned at Sarsfield – which will increase holding capacity.
EG Water will continue (in accordance with their normal project time lines), to replace, repair and install
underground water infrastructure as is required.

The way forward:
The BDCA is currently lobbying for placement of a static tank (vicinity of the existing pump house), that fire
trucks can draw water from. This tank (40,000 litres) will told enough water for 13 trucks worth of firefighting
water supplies, and when you add this to the outlying static concrete tanks in the vicinity of Bruthen north
(Gardam Court), Wiseleigh to the west (vicinity Nicholson Creek Road) and Bruthen east (Dukes Road) (each
of which also hold 40,000litres), these locations will be important resupply for firefighting activities located in
those areas. While the BDCA is lobbying for new tank in the vicinity of the existing pump house in addition by
before fire season: the Bruthen Recreation Reserve will see instalment of a 100,000 litre tank connected to a
bore. This is the equivalent of another 33 fire trucks worth of water to be drawn on for township defence.
All the tank storage locations combined will provide firefighting units (CFA & DELWP) with substantial water to
engage in protection of property. But even though we will have static tank water supply for the future, it
doesn’t mean is that the reticulated township (eg water in the pipe system) will not suffer from excessive
demand in the future; especially if history is anything to go by. It is acknowledged that replacement and bigger
pumps can only deliver so much capability to the reticulated system.
Over the next few months Bruthen Fire Brigade will work with EGW to come up
with initiatives for households to better use/manage the water we have in the
system. These initiatives will include messaging/education, implementation of
household storage capabilities (for example tanks and pumps) and ensuring that
when we evacuate we do the right thing by not switching all the sprinklers on
departure. Stay tuned for more in future editions of the Rambler.

Bruthen Fire Brigade

Engaging Adolescents
-RESOLVE DIFFICULT BEHAVIOUR IN TEENAGERSFree ONLINE program for parents of teens aged 13-18 years
Tired of yelling
and nagging?

Parents will
receive:

Resolve difficult
behaviour in Teenagers.

A FREE workbook
(valued at $12)
to apply the concepts
learnt

In 6 sessions parents will
learn:
Some common ground
shared by parents &
reasonable expectations to
hold about adolescents;
New understandings of
adolescents;
A three-option model &
flow chart for decision
making;
Self check-in, first, for
parents;
Building a relationship
with your teenager and
making the best of your
non-crisis conversations
with them.

A Certificate of
Completion

Live online
delivery

(Please contact for details)

When?

Choice of two
times:
1:30 – 3:30pm
or
6pm – 8pm
delivered over
6 Tuesdays

Starting
Nov 10th 2020

Cost? FREE

Do this highly sought
after parenting
program
Get in touch
FROM THE COMFORT Bookings are essential!
OF YOUR OWN HOME Please contact:

Hurry!
Places are
limited

Mark Brookes

Group Work Facilitator
Uniting Gippsland
P: 5662 5150
M: 0438 204 437

E: mark.brookes@vt.uniting.org

Is your child showing
signs of:

PONY-ITIS????
What you may see in your child:








Comments: I WANT a PONY…. THERE’S a
PONY!....WHY CAN’T I HAVE a PONY?
Games where your child IS a pony
Making pony noises
Rearing and bucking at the dinner table
Snorting and shying at the pet dog/cat
Reading pony stories over and over and over
Drawing ponies in the dirt on the back
window of your car

What do you do to help with
PONY-ITIS?
Come to PonySafe and learn what is involved in
keeping a pony. You may also learn whether
PONY-ITIS will be curable by buying a pony, or
just a phase your child is going through.

PonySafe Level I

How to safely:
 catch a pony
 lead and tie up a pony
 brush and move around a pony
 care for a pony’s feet
 care for teeth, eyes and digestive
system
 feed (including supplements) and
water
 put a rug on and take it off

PonySafe Level II

How to safely:
 put on a bridle
 put on a saddle
 mount and dismount
 lunge a pony
 float/transport a pony

PonySafe also offers bush rides for adults who can ride, but don’t currently have a horse.

For more information go to www.ponysafe.com.au
email: info@ponysafe.com.au phone: 0467 021 11

Charlie’s Nursery
GRAND OPENING 1ST NOVEMBER
Succulents and a variety of plants
at bargain prices!

OPEN 10am - 2pm
Wednesday - Sunday
11 View Street,
Bruthen
0400 400 493
0428 320 047

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS

Bruthen
Motors
'Personal service
with a smile'
ULP, Diesel, BP Ultimate 98
All Mechanical Repairs,
Roadworthy Inspections including LPG Vehicles,
Automotive accessories, Bait and Fishing supplies,
Tyres, Ice, Gas Bottles Filled, Snacks and Drinks

Landrover repairs and spares
See Phil in Workshop for details
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7AM—7PM

70 Main Street, Bruthen
Ph: 5157 5262
bpbruthen@gmail.com

Bruthen Licensed Post Office
(Est.1893)

East
Link Toll
Passes

Photocopying
And
Facsimile
Service

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,
Western Union Money Transfer,
Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery,
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak
& Australia Post Postal Services
Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209

OPEN

Wednesday to Sunday
10am to 5pm and
Friday and Saturday
10am to 10pm
Phone 5157 5307

The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is
simple:
 Use local seasonal produce
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods &
responsibly stewarded meats
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce
tasty food
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal
approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer
If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in and
have a taste of one of ten beers on tap

Full Far East
Festival of Hotties
Exhibition

Bruthen
21 & 22
November
11am-2pm

Church Hall

PUBLIC NOTICES
Bruthen - Bairnsdale
Bus Timetable
Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711
Bruthen to
Bairnsdale
Morning

Monday &
Friday AM

Tues, Wed,
Thurs AM

Bruthen (opp) General Store

08:10 am

09:50 am

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am

10:20 am

Bairnsdale Train Station

08:35 am

10:30 am

Bairnsdale to Bruthen
Afternoon

Mon to
Thurs PM

Friday PM

Bairnsdale Train Station

1:25 pm

3:40 pm

Corner Chemist (Service & Main
Street)

1:30 pm

3:45 pm

Bruthen, Station &
Great Alpine Rd

2:00 pm

4:15 pm

In event of an emergency

Bruthen has 3
Heart Start
Defibrillators
Located at

Bruthen General Store
6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days)

Bruthen Rec Reserve
for sports events / Caravan Park

Bruthen Landcare
Meetings 3rd Tuesday of every month
Next Meeting Tuesday 20th October 6pm
Currently meetings are via Zoom
Contact Matt Pearce
0467051960

Bruthen Police Station
(after hours – on
Community Health being closed)

Note: under 24/7 video surveillance

TRADES AND SERVICES

ALMON

ENGINEERING SERVICES
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen
Turning And Milling
Welding Aluminum & Steel
Cylinder Head Repair

Phone Andrew 5157-5486

Chris Fella

Qualified Carpenter
Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New
Houses, Fencing
20 Year Experience
TFN 195 357 871
MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES
ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Data, Phone, Security Alarms

Craig Prior
Ph 5157 5104
0417 318 363
R.E.C. 16896

Peter Weeks
Specialising in Gas Installations
Conversion and Maintenance
General Plumbing
Lic No 21065

Mobile: 0418 516 745

2020

A YEAR LIKE NO
OTHER
School in 2020 has definitely looked different and has provided us with many challenges. However,
our Bruthen Primary School community has stood strong, to first and foremost care for everyone’s
wellbeing and secondly, to continue to provide every opportunity for our students to grow as life long
learners.
Learning from Home 2.0 saw us move to an online learning platform called Google Classrooms.
This digital platform enabled our teachers to conduct daily whole class mini lessons, small focus
group learning and 1:1 conference, face to face with students via video links. Students were able to
received and submit all their learning on this platform. This platform also enabled students to stay
connected to their peers and was a great way for them to have casual chats and check in to see
that everyone was travelling OK.

In addition, our junior students also had packs and resources to support a more hands on approach,
which we know is essential for their learning. Parents were encouraged to support their child’s
learning through creative play, cooking, bush walking and back yard scavenger hunts for bugs and
insects. Some even involved their children in home renovations, laying new flooring, building fences,
helping on the farm. We know that these are all rich with learning opportunities and a way for
students to see how they can transfer their understandings to every day life activities.
Due to the restrictions, our Grade 5 & 6 students were unable to attend Somers Camp in person, so
instead, the Somers Camp staff came to us. Teachers from Somers Camp ran online classes every
Friday with our senior students and also invited other students to have a go at their weekly tasks.
These included making a model zip line in their backyard and testing how long they could make the
run. They also learnt about archery and made their own bow and arrows at home and set up targets
to test their designs. Students got to meet some of the wild life at Somers Camp and when they
went boating our students designed a self propelling boat to whose boat would travel the greatest
distance.
We are all very excited to be back at school and we will be jamming in as much learning, fun and
adventure as we can so that we remember 2020 for all of the great things we have achieved. A
special camp has been organised for Grades 2-6 to Coonawarra and a sleep over and excursion for
our junior students is certainly something they are all looking forward too. We will also be putting
together a photo story radio play and fingers crossed, we will participate in our scheduled swimming
lessons, in December.

Instilling a love for reading.
Reading is necessary for learning, so instilling a love of reading at an early age is the key that unlocks the door
to lifelong learning. Reading aloud presents books as sources of pleasant, entertaining, and exciting formative
experiences for children to remember. Children who value books are more motivated to read on their own
and will likely continue to hold that value for the rest of their lives.

Instilling a love of reading early gives a child a head start on expanding their vocabulary and building
independence and self-confidence. It helps children learn to make sense not only of the world around them
but also people, building social-emotional skills and of course, imagination.
Reading exposes us to other styles, other voices, other forms, and other genres of writing. Importantly, it
exposes us to writing that is better than our own and helps us to improve.
Not only that, but reading is a critical foundation for developing logic and problem-solving skills. Cognitive
development is the construction of thought processes, including remembering, problem solving, and decision
-making, from childhood through adolescence to adulthood.
Celebrating Book Week is one of those occasions that helps students share their favourite books, talk about
their favourite authors, dress up as their favourite characters and learn about new authors and new books to
explore. It is a day to celebrate our love for reading.
Check out some of this year’s cool costumes.

Kinder to School Transition starts in November
Day 1. Friday 6th 9:00am -11:30am.
Day 2. Friday 13th 9:00am-12:30pm
Day 3. Friday 20th 9:00am-2:30pm
Day 4. Friday 27th 9:00am-3:30pm

November’s Edition of the Tambo Rambler is sponsored by Willow Boutique Lakes Entrance and Bushfire Recovery Victoria. November’s
Edition is co sponsored by Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance and Metung.

