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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging.

LOCAL COMMUNITY TURNS OUT FOR
TOMMY SMITH VIGIL
96 year old World War Two veteran and East
Gippsland legend Tommy Smith sadly passed away
overnight on August 20th. Tommy, from Wiseleigh,
enlisted in the Australian Army at Buchan as an 18
year old. He served in the Pacific. Among his medals
were the Pacific Star, British War Medal and the
Australian Service Medal.
After his death, Federal Member for Gippsland
Darren Chester wrote, “I caught up with Tommy just
a few weeks ago to present him with a 75th
anniversary commemorative medallion and he told
me he was ‘wearing out but I have no complaints’.”
“An absolute gentleman, Tommy will be remembered
fondly by all who met him. Condolences to his family
and friends. Rest In Peace. Lest we forget.”
Well known and respected within the Bruthen &
District Community, Covid-19 restrictions didn’t stop
locals paying their respects. Under Stage 3
Restrictions currently in place across regional
Victoria, only 10 people, in addition to funeral staff,
can attend a funeral. As many wished to pay their
respects, the local community was instead invited to
stand out on the Main Street as he passed by.
Posts made on social media stated, “Tommy Smith
will be doing a lap of the Main Street in Bruthen on
Thursday the 27th of August at 11.45am. Then will
continue on to Bruthen Cemetery. If you would like
to pay your respects to a wonderful treasure of
Bruthen please come to the Main Street and
remember your social distancing and masks.”
And come they did, with a large number of family
and friends arriving in their masks, social distancing
from other families to pay their respects as the
hearse went by. James Nicholas, proprietor of the
Bruthen General Store, held out an Australian Flag
in a show of respect. Local Ilene Brookes passed the
funeral directors a bouquet of flowers as they went
by. Others who could not attend have also visited
the Bruthen Cemetery to say goodbye privately over
the past few days.
A unique send off, it was heart-warming to see
everyone come together to mourn a beloved
member of our community, while also doing their
best to keep each other safe. The efforts of so many
attending really showed the spirit of the Bruthen &
District Community and why it’s such a special
community to be a part of.
Photos and story by Y R Berry

ILLEGAL FIREWOOD
COLLECTION ON THE RISE
Commercial firewood suppliers need to have the
appropriate licences and permits to collect and sell
firewood in Victoria.
To report suspected illegal collection or selling of
firewood call the Department of Environment, Land
Water and Planning (DELWP) on 136 186.
The Conservation Regulator and Parks Victoria
recognise that many people are facing significant
hardship, having been impacted by drought,
bushfires and now the coronavirus (COVID-19) and
may be relying on firewood from state forests for
their heating needs.
Domestic firewood collection is only allowed in
designated areas during the firewood collection
season. For further information on firewood
collection rules please visit: www.ffm.vic.gov.au.
“The illegal removal of wood from our forests has a
devastating impact on our native wildlife.” Said Kate
Gavens, Chief Conservation Regulator .
“We take the removal of illegal firewood seriously
and there have been several court cases this year
resulting in large fines.”
More than 60 people have been caught illegally
collecting firewood and felling trees on public land as
part of a joint operation between the Conservation
Regulator and Parks Victoria.
Since Operation Hollows began in March, forest and
wildlife officers have been patrolling forests, parks
and reserves across the state and have reported a
major increase in illegal firewood activity.
The operation is targeting the unlawful removal of
commercial quantities of firewood from public land,
and suppliers of illegal firewood to reduce the loss of
important habitat such as hollow logs and dead trees.
Habitat loss has a serious impact on iconic native
species that rely on our forests to survive, such as the
South-eastern Red-tailed Black Cockatoo, Greater
Glider, Pygmy Possum, bat and owl species.
Anyone caught illegally removing firewood can face a
fine of up to $8,261, and vehicles and equipment may
also be seized.

According to David Nugent, Parks Victoria Director
of Fire, Emergency and Enforcement, “It is important
for anyone buying firewood checks where their
supplier is sourcing the wood. When firewood is
illegally collected from parks and reserves it
destroys trees and hollow logs that provide essential
homes for birds, reptiles, native mammals like
possums, gliders and bats.”
The Conservation Regulator oversees the regulation
of wildlife, forests and public land in the state of
Victoria.
For more information, visit:
https://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/our-department/
regulator
Or you can follow them on Twitter: @OCR_Chief

KALBAR EES PUBLIC EXHIBITION TO
START THURSDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER
Hi everyone,
We are shocked to hear the Minister has released the EES for public exhibition commencing this Thursday
3rd September (there has been no response to our correspondence to request a delay due to the bushfires
and COVID). Kalbar was supposed to hold a webinar on how to make a submission before public exhibition
commenced however that hasn't happened!
Under new Ministerial guidelines in response to COVID Clause (d) of the “Amended Procedures and
Requirements” issued on 19th July 2020 states, “The proponent must dispatch requested electronic media
and hard copies to registered addresses within a week of receipt of each registration (and payment, where
relevant) or in time for the commencement of the exhibition period, whichever is the later.”
Therefore if you have already requested the EES they are required to dispatch it to you by Thursday. We
understand Kalbar will be opening their Bairnsdale office on Bailey Street for that purpose (because their
office has been closed up until now). If you haven't requested copies of the EES yet they are required to
supply it to you within one week of receipt of your request. Of course if you have computer access, you can
look at it on Kalbar's website on Thursday:
https://www.fingerboardsproject.com.au
Contrary to the Minister's statement, no additional time has been allocated as the 10 extra days of public
exhibition to total 40 business days had already been granted due to the complexity of the EES.
When dates are issued we will let you know as well as giving you some guidance on what to do as the
number of submissions received will be extremely important.
Thanks,
MFG

minefreeglenaladale@gmail.com

TRANSPARENT PROCESS FOR
FINGERBOARDS MINE PROPOSAL
The Victorian Government is making sure the community has the opportunity to have their say on the Kalbar
Fingerboards mineral sands project despite the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus pandemic.
Minister for Planning Richard Wynne required Kalbar Operations Pty Ltd to prepare an Environmental Effects
Statement (EES) for the mineral mining facility proposed to be located 20km northwest of Bairnsdale.
The EES will be released this Thursday and will be publicly exhibited for 40 business days, 10 days more
than usual. Community groups and residents can request their own copy in the absence of hard copy
displays at public exhibition points.
The community and stakeholders will have the opportunity to make submissions on the EES as well as the
works approval and draft planning scheme amendment which will also be exhibited ahead of a public inquiry.
The Government is providing $40,000 through the Community Advisor Grants program to support community
involvement in the EES process for the Kalbar mine.
The proposed mining method involves open pit mining to extract approximately 170 million tonnes of ore over
a projected mine life of 20 years.
The project area is approximately 1675 hectares and would establish two mining plants, a processing plant,
water supply infrastructure, tailings storage and additional site facilities including an office, warehouse,
workshop, loading facilities and fuel storage.
Along with the ongoing EES process, the project requires several other approvals before it can proceed
including approvals under the EPBC Act, a mining licence and an approved work plan under the Mineral
Resources (Sustainable Development) Act 1990.
The project also requires a works approval under the Environment Protection Act 1970 and a cultural
Heritage Management Plan under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 as well as approvals under the Water Act
1989 for extraction of surface and/or groundwater and permits to take native flora and fauna species listed
under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988.
The EES will be exhibited for public comment from Thursday 3 September 2020 at: engage.vic.gov.au

COVID19: RED CROSS TIPS TO GET
THROUGH VICTORIAN LOCKDOWN
Put a pandemic plan in action
With Victorians quickly needing to adjust to second
wave COVID-19 restrictions, Australian Red Cross
reminds people of simple ways to stay resilient during 1. Get in the know
this pandemic.
• If you develop symptoms of COVID-19, however
“It’s absolutely normal to experience anxiety and
mild, get tested straight away. Stay at home until
frustration with another round of restrictions, but
you receive your test result.
reminding ourselves that staying home will stop the
spread and save lives puts it in perspective,” says
2. Get connected
John Richardson, National Resilience Adviser,
Australian Red Cross.
• Think about your key support people.
“Put your pandemic plan in action: find out where you • Identify who you need to notify if you are isolating
or test positive for COVID-19.
can get tested, work out how you’ll get groceries and
• Identify who might be able to help with practical
who will help you.
things like shopping or picking up the kids.
•
Identify who might help you in other ways. Who
“Now is also the time to start having good upfront
can you talk to or video chat with?
conversations with people at home on how to handle
•
Look through your phone contacts to jog your
the stress of being cooped up as weeks turn into
memory.
months. This pandemic has been particularly hard for
•
Need to chat? Call COVID Connect service to
young people, so make sure you reach out to them
receive a daily call from a trained Red Cross
and let them know you are there.
volunteer or contact the Victorian coronavirus
hotline (1800 675 398) to access support and
“Setting simple goals with realistic timeframes, and
information.
making an effort to connect with others – especially if
you live solo – will help. If you are in need of a social
chat, sign up for a free daily phone call from a trained 3. Get organised
Red Cross volunteer.
• Make a list of what needs to happen if you have to
“Embrace self-care, and stay away from compulsively
isolate at home.
watching the news. Stay up to date, but focus on what • Everyday essentials – how you get groceries
you can control. Exercise and eat well. These simple
delivered, prescriptions filled, etc.
things will help you maintain good mental health
• Family – picking up children, looking after pets,
supporting relatives.
“If you are struggling and can’t access essentials like • Living space – how to isolate from others in your
food and medicine, or are facing issues such as
house if needed.
family violence, contact the Victorian coronavirus
• Mental wellbeing – how you will stay entertained,
hotline (1800 675 398) for direct assistance,” said Mr
stay calm and manage stress.
Richardson.
• Personal safety – find a support service if you
don’t feel safe in your home.
More information
•

Find out more tips on surviving the lockdown,
from masks to a pandemic plan,
at redcross.org.au/covid19

•

Register for a free Red Cross daily phone call
online redcross.org.au/covidconnect or call 1800
733 276. For urgent assistance and to access
support and information, contact the Victorian
coronavirus hotline 1800 675 398.

LICENCE TESTING MUST RESUME
East Gippsland’s young adults need to be able to
obtain their driving licences during the
Coronavirus lockdown.
Nationals Member for Gippsland East, Tim Bull, said
it was not right the State Government had basically
shut up shop and removed the ability for young
drivers to sit their learner test, or undertake their
probationary licence test.

be able to undertake these important measures that
do not increase risk but allow us to function in the
country. I understand decisions are made quickly at
this time, but this was first raised months ago, and it
is time it was rectified.”

“We are not asking for any undue risk to be taken
here. Sitting in an office (to sit your L plate test) is
allowable under the current arrangements and sitting
in a car with another person not from your home (eg
driving instructor for a probationary test) is also
permitted under the current COVID restrictions,” said
Mr Bull.
“In addition, there’s no reason computerised hazard
testing can’t be delivered online, given the technology
exists.
“Our youth need their licences to be able to get to
work and also apply for jobs. We have cases at the
present time where our young adults want to work but
Tim Bull pictured with Corey and Sandra Fenske
can’t apply for jobs because they cannot get their
of Skidz Driver Training is asking the Government
licence.
to implement measures to assist young people
“It is another case of our basic requirements in the
country not being considered. We do not have the
Bruthen
public transport options that city folk have, and these
things are overlooked when we make state-wide
Motors
decisions.
'Personal service
with a smile'
“We already have a massive backlog of young adults
who need their licences, so not only do we need it reULP, Diesel, BP Ultimate 98
opened, but we need additional staff to remove the
All Mechanical Repairs,
backlog.”
Roadworthy Inspections including LPG Vehicles,
Mr Bull said the move was also adversely impacting
several learn to drive businesses in the region.
“At present there is only very limited testing for
hardship reasons, but it is not keeping up with
demand or going anywhere towards servicing the
needs of the community.
“I have written to the Premier on this matter last week
and will hopefully get some positive action from the
Government. While we must remain safe, we should

Automotive accessories, Bait and Fishing supplies,
Tyres, Ice, Gas Bottles Filled, Snacks and Drinks

Landrover repairs and spares
See Phil in Workshop for details
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7AM—7PM

70 Main Street, Bruthen
Ph: 5157 5262
bpbruthen@gmail.com

BOOST BUSHFIRE RECOVERY
WITH ROADWORKS
“These projects have all been identified as local
priorities and unfortunately, no additional funding has
been secured at this stage from the State
Government which owns the infrastructure,” Mr
Chester said.
“I’ve formally written to the Federal Government to get
the ball rolling and hopefully I can secure some of the
money needed to get work started as a bushfire
recovery and regional development initiative. Projects
like sealing the remaining sections of the Bonang
Highway and upgrading the Mallacoota-Genoa Road
will generate jobs in the short term but also boost the
visitor economy when travel restrictions are eased.
“Similarly, the Great Alpine Road upgrades are
focused on making Bruthen and Omeo more
attractive for visitors to stop, and continuing the safety
improvements I’ve been able to secure funding for in
Pictured: Federal Member for Gippsland Darren
Chester is urging his Ministerial colleagues to invest in the past. The proposed works in Lakes Entrance are
better, safer roads as part of bushfire recovery in East primarily safety initiatives at both ends of town and
Gippsland
will build on the amazing transformation we’ve been
Federal Member for Gippsland is seeking more than able to fund along The Esplanade over the past four
years.” Mr Chester said he was confident the Federal
$30 million in road funding to target much needed
Minister would give his plan careful consideration.
upgrades to transport routes in regions impacted by
the summer bushfires. Mr Chester has written to the
“Michael understands the importance of safer regional
Minister for Infrastructure and Transport Michael
roads in reducing road trauma and better connecting
McCormack proposing a ‘Bushfire Recovery Roads of our local communities, while improving the visitor
Strategic Importance’ package which would create
economy,” Mr Chester said.
jobs and deliver long-term social and economic
“These projects have all been identified in my
benefits.
conversations with local residents, council and the
The proposed projects to be included in the $33
business community. If we can secure funding, work
million package are:
can start straight away which would boost the
1. Mallacoota-Genoa Road safety upgrade and CBD economy as we deal with the combined impacts of
drought, bushfires and the coronavirus.”
roadworks: $10 million
2. Great Alpine Road safety upgrades and Bruthen/
Omeo town roadworks: $5.5 million
3. Bonang Highway safety upgrade and road
sealing: $7 million
4. Nowa Nowa safety upgrades and town
roadworks: $800,000
5. Lakes Entrance: Highway safety upgrade at both
ends of town, and pedestrian safety
improvements: $10 million.

BRUTHEN RECREATION RESERVE

The Bruthen recreation Reserve and Caravan Park are currently closed to
members of the public as per Victorian Government Stage 3 COVID
directives which unfortunately mean that we can't go down for a kick of the
footy or game of tennis. As soon as restrictions are lifted it is intended that
the 'Oval & Caravan Park' closed signs are removed, so that all can enjoy
the open space and facilities on offer. In the meantime a big thankyou to
the community for your understanding.
Just in case people are wondering - a departmental (DELWP) exemption
for use of the Caravan Park and Main Oval cooking facilities has been
given, that allows BlazeAid (as essential workers), to continue their
valuable contribution to the community who lost fences in the December
2019 Fires. This exemption means that by following strict guidance on work
and social distancing requirements BlazeAid can still forge ahead assisting
farmers in need of fencing repair and replacement in and around Bruthen
and District.

Sarsfield Recreation Reserve Committee of Management 10 School Road, Sarsfield. Contact: SarsfieldCOMsecretary@gmail.com

SARSFIELD YOUTH CREATE PHOTOGRAHIC
ART AS BUSHFIRE RECOVERY PROJECT
A unique photography exhibition has opened in
Sarsfield. Born out of a bushfire and nurtured
through a health crisis, the Sarsfield Snaps Project
is enabling young people from Sarsfield, a community hit hard by last December’s bushfire, to celebrate life and nature in their recovering community.
The young Sarsfield photographers are using cameras donated by Fujifilm Australia; responding to
subject themes set by the project coordinators they
are able to post their photos to a closed on-line forum set up by the education network, iEARN Australia. They have taken some hundreds of photos.

Turnover of cameras and induction of new participants, though hampered by the Covid19 restrictions,
will go on through the remainder of 2020 and possibly
into next year.
The project coordinators and the young photographers
and their families are looking forward to maintaining
the current outdoor display and to extending in the
future to both Bairnsdale and Melbourne exhibitions.

“The Sarsfield and District Community Recovery
Hub was pleased to be able to assist this great local
initiative – and we certainly appreciate the colour
and life the photos have added to our workplace.”
Said Neil Smith from
Bushfire Recovery Victoria.
The project participants often give their photos a title
and are able, through the forum, to give each other
encouraging comments.
“It's amazing to see children and young people from
across Sarsfield connecting with each other through
photography. It's been a great way for young people
to share how they're feeling about the things that
are important to them. The photographers have
been incredibly proud to share their images. This
project has been essential at a time when there has
been limited support for children and young people
locally.” Said Tiana Felmingham, Sarsfield Snaps
Project Coordinator.

L-R: Tiana Felmingham, Henry Felmingham-Hof, and Nina
Felmingham-Hof in front of the exhibition they helped establish

With the support of Bushfire Recovery Victoria, a
selection of the photos has been printed in large format on corflute. They have been attached to the
fences surrounding BRV’s Community Hub at the
Sarsfield Hall.
Sarsfield Snaps was a concept of a small group of
Sarsfield neighbours, who saw it as a part of the jigsaw of community recovery and development. The
project was launched at one of the community dinners held at the Sarsfield Hall following the bushfire.
It has received generous support funding from
Gippsland Lakes Complete Health.

L-R: Meg, Michelle, Kate, and Faith Perry with Chester the
dog after putting the photos on display.

LIONS TOOL LIBRARY INVENTORY
31ST AUGUST 2020
For bookings and further assistance please email - bruthenlions@gmail.com
1 x Long Crowbar

1 x Stillson Pipe Wrench, Small

1 x Pick

2 x Garden Spade

1 x Stillson Pipe Wrench, Large

4 x Makita Cordless Drill Kit

2 x 60cm Sledgehammer

6 x Tool Apron

1 x Makita 240v Hammer Drill

4 x Axe

5 x Nail Bag

2 x Makita 240v Circular Saw

1 x Manual Wood Splitter

2 x Floor Scraper, Long Handle

1 x Ryobi 240v Planer

9 x Trenching Shovel

1 x 9kVA Saber Petrol Generator

1 x Stihl Chainsaw Pants

3 x Long Handle Spade

2 x Fence strainers

2 x Karcher Pressure Washer

5 x Square Mouth Shovel

1 x Hammer Drill, 240V

3 x Fatmax Chisel Set

6 x Garden Fork

1 x Planer, 240v

1 x Stihl Chainsaw Pants

1 x Short Round Blade Spade

1 x Spray Painting Kit, 240v

3 x Drill Bit Set

3 x Garden Leaf Rake

1 x Battery Drill (Ryobi)

1 x Socket Set, Metric

1 x Scythe Chopper

2 x Jig Saw, 240v

2 x Screwdriver set

1 x Short Handle Chopper

3 x 100mm grinder, 240v

3 x 12mm Auger Bit

4 x Heavy Duty Levelling Rake

1 x Small Electric Drill, 240v

4 x 10mm Auger Bit

4 x Light Duty Levelling Rake

1 x Stihl MS170 chainsaw

2 x Stihl Petrol Brush Cutter

3 x Makita EA3201S Chainsaw

1 x b&d sander, 240v

1 x Ryobi Air Compressor, Large

1 x Vice Mounted Chainsaw

1 x Plastering Tool Kit

6 x Spanner Set, Imperial

Sharpener

1 x b&d Circular saw, 240v

5 x 8m Tape Measure

5 x Protective Visor

1 x Small bench grinder, 240v

1 x Red Gum Deluxe Petrol Wood

5 x Earmuff

1 x Drill and Press, 240v

Splitter

2 x Protective Pants for Chainsaw

3 x Small general tool kits

2 x Heavy Duty Wire Spinner

3 x Small Adjustable Spanner

2 x Hedge Trimmer, 240v

2 x Hayes Wire Strainers

3 x Medium Adjustable Spanner

1 x Black and Decker Workmate

3 x Long Crowbar

3 x Large Adjustable Spanner

600

2 x Gripple Tool

2 x Wrecking Bar, Small

3 x Fencing Pliers

2 x Wrecking Bar, Large

1 x 4X4 Jack, in bag

2 x Star Post Lifter

4 x Bow Saw

1 x Star Picket Lifter

1 x Christie Engineering Star Post

2 x Carpentry Saw

1 x Plumbing Tool Kit

Driver

2 x Hacksaw

1 x 20L Thermos Urn, with tap

3 x Fencing Plyer

1 x Small Air Compressor, 240v

2 x Steel Splitter Wedges

1 x Large Air Compressor, 240v

1 x Concrete Trowel

1 x Aluminium Ladder

1 x Mortar Board

1 x Sledgehammer, Heavy

3 x Claw Hammer

3 x Long Handle Shovels

1 x 14 Piece Screwdriver Set

3 x – Garden Spades

1 x 22 Piece Metric Socket Set

1 x Trench Spade

These calculations were conducted
by Neighbourhood Houses Victoria
Based on data provided in the 2019
Neighbourhood Houses Survey. Only
activities where a determinable
valuation method exists are included.

Below you will see the Neighbourhood Houses Victoria community value report for 2019, our
first year of operation. Our contribution to Bruthen and District is encouraging and uplifting
considering we did not open our doors till the end of March 2019. I take this opportunity to show
my appreciation to the wider community of Bruthen and District for your support and
participation in programs and activities we have offered and for welcoming us all and making us
your community hub. Imagine what we can achieve in the future.
A special mention of appreciation must go the dedicated team of volunteers and the Committee
of Management. Without those that commit and give freely of their time we could not continue
to deliver the valuable services we offer to the community.
In moving forward after a challenging year so far for 2020, we look forward to continued
development and improvement of our services and programs and are always open to fresh ideas
and input from you, the community members that we are here to support. I invite you all to call,
email or visit us to let us know your ideas for future programs, projects, groups and activities.
We hope to be up and running again for Term 4 with our regular schedule and adding workshops
and activities as we ease out of COVID-19 restrictions.

36 Main Street Bruthen 3885 (RSL Site) or Rear 51 Main Street Bruthen (GLCH Site)
03 4141 5302 or 0497 544 490 or info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au

Bruthen & District
Neighbourhood House
Real Impact. Real Value.

INCOME

$59,771

This figure includes
the value of:
Improved quality of life through social
connection: $46,089
Volunteer contributions: $51,588
Services provided: $7,200

VALUE

$104,877
This community value
equates to:
$1.75 for every $1 of income
$1.76 for every $1
of Neighbourhood House Coordination
Program funding
Over $41.95 for every hour the
neighbourhood house is in use

Bruthen & District
Neighbourhood
House

Life! Program

Starting Thursday 8th October 2020
Time: 6-7.30pm
Session 1: October 8
Session 2: October 22
Session 3: November 5
Session 4: November 19
Session 5: April 22, 2021 TBC
Session 6: October 7 2021 TBC
Hello I’m Kirsten. I am a Life! Creator and
Registered Nutritionist who helps people find
and activate their mojo to live their best
healthy life!
Through the Victorian Government Life!
Program you get access my special set of skills
for free.
“Every time we eat food we are creating our
future selves.” How powerful is that? Let’s
turn that power into creating a healthy YOU!
Give me a call on 0438526933 if
you want to confirm if this is the
program for you, otherwise book
here:
03 4141 5302 or 0497 544 490
info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au

As any community devastated by bushfire
will describe, recovery is so much more than
simply putting things back the way they
were.
Recovery is complex, messy,
frustrating and exhausting.
While best
practice promotes “community-led”, few
people actually understand what it means.
In 2009, Steve Pascoe’s community of
Strathewen,
northeast
of
Melbourne,
suffered incredible loss through the Black
Saturday bushfires in which 80% of their
properties were destroyed and 29 people
died. Steve was one of the community
leaders who established the Strathewen
Community Renewal Association, was
Deputy Chair for 3 years and chaired several
subcommittees, including the Memorials
Working Group.
Steve is a volunteer Disaster Recovery
Mentor and Steering Committee member of
the Australian Red Cross led Disaster
Recovery Advisors and Mentors Australia
(DRAMA) program. After the New Years fires
in Gippsland, Steve had been mentoring the
Mallacoota community to initiate and
implement a community-led recovery
process.
Disaster Recovery Advisors and Mentors
Australia is an initiative aimed at supporting
communities impacted by disasters to drive
their own recovery. Red Cross hosts Disaster
Recovery
Advisors
who
share
their
knowledge and experience with communities
impacted by disasters and organisations
supporting recovery efforts. Red Cross also
links trained volunteer Disaster Recovery
Mentors (those like Steve) who have previous
personal/professional experience in disaster
recovery with community workers and
leaders currently in the midst of recovery to
discuss and address the challenges posed by
disasters.
How do I find out more about the program?
Please contact Jaimee Morgenbesser at
Australian Red Cross:
recovery@redcross.org.au
0405 430 039

WATER AND SEPTIC TANK SUPPORT
FOR FIRE-AFFECTED AREAS
The Victorian Government is helping regional
Victorians who lost critical household water
infrastructure in the 2019-20 bushfires with up to
$20,000 available to replace rainwater and septic
tanks.
Minister for Water Lisa Neville today announced the
$7.5 million Rainwater and Septic Tank Replacement
Program ensuring access to safe drinking water.
Rebates, of up to $15,000 for septic tanks and
$3,000 for household rainwater tanks, are available
to cover up to half of the costs of the purchase and
installation of new primary use tank systems to
residents rebuilding homes.
To assist with the installation process, up to $1,500
funding is available for any combination of
assessments required to get council approval to
install or alter a septic system including condition
reports undertaken by a qualified plumber and Land
Capability Assessments. Further funding of up to
$500 is available to cover the initial refill of a
rainwater tank installed as part of the program.
Rebates of up to $2,500 are also available for minor
repairs or reconnections required for undamaged
tank systems that comply with current standards.

East Victoria that was damaged or destroyed by last
summer’s bushfires.
“This program not only helps residents replace lost
infrastructure – it installs more sustainable systems
that will secure household water supplies and
benefits our environment.” Minister for Water Lisa
Neville said.
“Having a quality water supply and septic system is a
vital part of getting life back to normal in these areas
that experienced these terrible fires.” “We are behind
regional Victoria and are doing everything we can to
get people back on their feet.”

To apply for the rebates contact your local
Bushfire Recovery Victoria hub or visit:
melbournewater.com.au/RaSTRprogram

The program is available to households in Alpine,
Towong and East Gippsland shires, not connected to
reticulated urban water systems, for the replacement,
minor repairs or reconnection of primary use
rainwater and septic tanks at their primary place of
residence. Rebates are available for works
completed since 21 November 2019 and until 31
May 2023.
Using local suppliers is encouraged to help support
the ongoing recovery of local communities. The
rebate program is funded through the Victorian and
Commonwealth Government’s $86 million
Community Recovery Package to assist the recovery
efforts of communities in fire-affected regions across
Victoria. Earlier this year the Government supported
vital bushfire recovery efforts through a $10.3 million
investment to restore waterway health and rebuild
water infrastructure in East Gippsland and North

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS

Hi Everyone!

GOT A GOOD IDEA FOR A STORY?

Hope you are all keeping safe and healthy in these uncertain times. I’m as proud as
ever to be from the Bruthen and District area because it’s lovely to see and hear how
everyone has been supporting local businesses and others in the community, even
with Stage 3 Covid-19 restrictions back in place.
Remember that because we live in such a strong and resilient community, even
isolated from one another, there is always help available from those around us. All
you have to do is reach out for whatever support you need.
The Tambo Rambler is 100% produced by community volunteers. This means we
welcome and encourage contributions from all members of the Bruthen and District
community. There are no age limits on contributions and no experience is necessary.
We’ve had some wonderful submissions from you this month and we’d love to keep
that going over future editions.
We want the Rambler to really reflect what is going on within the community. We want
your knowledge, passion, thoughts and ideas printed on our pages.

If you would like to contribute photos, artwork, anecdotes, stories, events, or any
other articles, we would love to hear from you!
Email us your contributions to tamborambler@gmail.com or call on
0497 544 490
Closing date for our October Edition is 20th September 2020
OPEN

Wednesday to Sunday
10am to 5pm and
Friday and Saturday
10am to 10pm
Phone 5157 5307

The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is
simple:
 Use local seasonal produce
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods &
responsibly stewarded meats
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce
tasty food
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal
approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer
If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in and
have a taste of one of ten beers on tap

Bruthen Licensed Post Office
(Est.1893)

East
Link Toll
Passes

Photocopying
And
Facsimile
Service

CBA, NAB, WestPac Banking,
Western Union Money Transfer,
Bill Payments, Post Bill Pay, Stationery,
Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper, PostPak
& Australia Post Postal Services
Howard & Jenny Young, Phone/Fax (03) 5157 5209

INQUIRY INTO THE
2019-20 VICTORIAN
FIRE SEASON
The Inspector-General for Emergency Management
(IGEM) would like to provide an update on progress
of the independent Inquiry into the 2019–20
Victorian fire season.
Inquiry Phase 1 – Preparedness and Response
The Phase 1 report focusing on the preparedness
for and response to the 2019–20 Victorian fire
season was delivered to the Victorian Government
on 31 July 2020.
Inquiry Phase 2 – Relief and Recovery

Injured Wild Life?
Please phone ASAP:
0448 177 722 (Joanne)
0423 088 585 (Kate)

Phase 2 of the Inquiry focuses on the effectiveness
and progress of relief and recovery activities and
arrangements during and after the 2019–20
Victorian fire season.
We would like to hear from individuals and
organisations about:
•
•
•
•

How the 2019-20 Victorian fires affected you
What worked well in the delivery of emergency
relief and recovery activities during the first 6
months
What didn’t work as well as you would have
expected or preferred.
Your suggestions for improvement.

A beautiful and friendly
Buddhist Centre in W Tree
ALL WELCOME!

Meditation Health & Wellness
Tai Chi Easter Yoga
Medicine Buddha
Family

We also recognise the added challenges the
coronavirus emergency is having on bushfire
recovery,
and
encourage
individuals
and
communities to share these impacts during the
engagement process.

Information and bookings visit www.sakya.com.au/siba
03 5155 0329 siba@sakya.com.au

Submissions addressing the Inquiry’s Terms of
Reference for Phase 2 can be made through:
completing the online submission found at
www.igem.vic.gov.au

Bruthen Pizza and Takeaway

Emailing a submission to: igem@igem.vic.gov.au
Mailing a submission to:
Inspector-General for Emergency
GPO Box 4356 Melbourne VIC 3000

Management

For further information and to read the full
Community Update visit igem.vic.gov.au

Ring for opening hours
Come in and check out the menu
Pizzas, fish and chips and a range of other
food and drinks are available
69 Main Street (near the corner garage)

Phone 51575461

AUSSIES URGED TO RIDE THE (VIRTUAL)
FRENCH ALPS TO HELP SAVE LIVES
be set up in offices or lobbies to encourage greater
participation levels (additional costs incurred).
For more information and to register for the Fulgaz
French Tour 2020, visit
https://frenchtour2020.fulgaz.com/ . Registrations
close August 23.

ABOUT FULGAZ

FulGaz is Australia’s leading virtual cycling app,
providing real-world rides in stunning 4K
resolution. Using advanced yet user-friendly
technology, users can ride the infamous Alpe d’Huez
without flying to France or explore the backroads of
Virtual travel experience and at-home cycling event to Ethiopia without leaving the lounge room.
raise funds for Lifeline Australia
Registrations are now open for the Fulgaz French
Tour 2020, a real time virtual relay event and
unique cycling experience throughout iconic French
locations, raising much needed funds for
Lifeline Australia and supporting Aussies who are
doing it tough. The event 28 August to 18 September,
the same time as the rescheduled Tour de France.
Taking place in 21 stages over 23 days at the same
time as the Tour de France, the virtual event
offers solo or group participants the opportunity to
ride parts of the Tour and enjoy world
famous European scenery, all from the comfort of
their very own home. More information on The
Tour route can be found here: https://
frenchtour2020.fulgaz.com/about
At a time when international travel is off limits, using
the premier FULGAZ Virtual Cycling App,
participants will quite literally be transported from
their lounge room or office to the foothills of
France, where they can experience the infamous
Alpe d’Huez, Col du Galibier and Mount
Ventoux (among many others) in stunning 4K
resolution, all while offering a much needed
mental and physical challenge during difficult times.
The virtual event is aimed at raising $40,000 for
Lifeline Australia who have experienced a
significant surge in demand for services during the
current pandemic. All riders are encouraged
to raise at least $39 which will fund one potentially
lifesaving phone call.
Cost of entry is $100. To participate, riders will need
access to their own bike and stationary trainer. For
corporate teams, ‘COVID safe' cycling stations can

FulGaz leads the way in virtual experiences, training
programs and virtual racing. All rides are
carefully filmed and tested to strict stands which
ensures a great experience every time. For more
information visit: https://fulgaz.com/

ABOUT LIFELINE AUSTRALIA

Lifeline Australia are a national charity providing all
Australians experiencing emotional distress,
with access to 24-hour crisis support and suicide
prevention. They exist so that no person in
Australia has to face their darkest moments alone.
Lifeline Australia receives over 3,000 inbound
calls a day, which is one call every 30 seconds. For
more information visit
https://www.lifeline.org.au/

Bruthen Inn
Hotel

Kitchen is open 7 days.
Lunch 12-2pm,
Dinner 6-8pm
Wednesday Roast Night $17, with happy hour 6-7pm
Friday night raffles supporting local
sporting clubs—10 draws.
Catering for private functions and
community group meetings
Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only
For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.
Cheers and beers, Stretch

Phone 51575201

Bruthen & District
Businesses and COVID -19
Supporting our community through COVID-19 in the interests of keeping our community connected, we have
prepared a list of Bruthen & District businesses and organisations that are continuing to operate under
modified arrangements. The situation is changing so please contact individual business to confirm
details.
Business/
Organisation

Status

Contact

Anglican Parish of
Tambo

Churches are closed. Those in need of parish support please
Ph - 5157 5463
ring The Bruthen Oppe Shop is also closed until further notice.
PLEASE do not leave donated good outside the shop. There are
no volunteers available to accept or store them, so they become
litter.
Facebook - Anglican Parish of Tambo

Blue Bee Café

Open for take away only. Facebook - Blue Bee Cafe Bruthen

Ph - 5157 5397

Bruthen Bakery

Open, all services are continuing

Ph - 0475 555 419

Bruthen Bizarre

Shop is closed, but will continue to offer items through
Facebook page and Instagram - Bruthen Bizarre

Ph - 0447 190 207

Bruthen BP

Open, all services are continuing

Ph - 5157 5262

Bruthen Corner
Garage

Open, all services are continuing

Ph - 5157 5715

Bruthen Garden
Supplies and Water
Cartage

All services are continuing. All customers to phone in advance
Facebook - Bruthen Garden Supplies Water Cartage

Ph - 0429 944 297

Bruthen General
Store

Shop open. Please adhere to entry requirements displayed at
door. For Customers having difficulty (due to no transport or
unable to leave home due to kids); because of stage 3 COVID19 restrictions being enacted - call the store to discuss delivery
options. Facebook - Bruthen General Store

Ph - 5157 5415

Bruthen Inn Hotel

Open for take always only. All customers to phone in advance
Facebook - Bruthen Inn Hotel

Ph - 5157 5201

Bruthen Music

Shop, lessons and recording studio are closed. But still happy to Ph - 0487 489 246
open the shop for individuals that may wish to make a purchase

Bruthen Pizza and
Takeaway

Modified services - please see
Facebook - Bruthen Pizza & Takeaway

Ph - 5157 5461

Bruthen Post Office

Open, all services are continuing. Maximum of 4 people in shop
at a time

Ph - 5157 5209

Bruthen & District
Neighbourhood
House

Currently closed but we are still working remotely Tuesday to
Thursday, 10am-3pm Email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au

Ph - 0497544 490

Bullant Brewery

Restaurant closed, limited takeaway available Friday night and
Ph - 5157 5307
Saturday. Packaged beer is available to purchase online. Check
Facebook - Bullant Brewery for details

Gippsland Lakes
Complete Health

Bruthen Modified services - please see website :
https://glch.org.au/covid-19- and-how-it-affects-our-services/

Ph - 5155 8300

Hall Painting
Over the next few weeks we are going to observe the restoration of our
beautiful old hall.
Painting is due to commence on Monday the 7th September and we can’t wait
to watch the transformation.
Here is a ‘before’ shot… imagine the after!

Thank you
A massive ‘thank you’ to Sharon Gilbert and the two other anonymous people
who sent Big Bear’s Donuts to be delivered to our staffroom today!
It was very kind of you... whoever you are!

Remote Learners

Arlo and Hayden all set up
for remote learning.

Ronin tracing over his
golden words very carefully.

Lylah sharing her work that
she completed with her little
sister Ella.
Nash enjoying his
WebEx with Mr C.

Billie learning how to
read a map.

Tex celebrating his
outstanding achievements
on his place value
assessment.

Rylee on a virtual
excursion hosted by
members of the Melbourne
Zoo.

Jesse looking at the setting
in his book.

RED CROSS EXTENSIONS TO EXISTING
GRANTS NOW SEPTEMBER 30TH
Australian Red Cross is here to support
people now and throughout their recovery.

Our recovery program operates across 47
local government areas.

•

• Red Cross recovery officers are providing
psychosocial support, connecting people to
useful services and helping them apply for
grants.

Red Cross bushfire grants have supported 4,995
people (and counting) and we continue to
encourage those eligible to come forward. These
grants help people meet immediate needs and
find a safe place to live in the medium to long
term.

•

The community recovery program is underway
and will run for three years, led by local
community recovery officers.

•

Red Cross has also allocated funds for emerging
and unmet needs in bushfire-affected
communities, knowing that people’s needs
change over the course of recovery. This includes
a new grant to be released later in the year.

Red Cross grants help people make the
choices that are right for them.
•

•

The initial emergency grant
($20k) was for people whose
homes were destroyed
Bereavement grants (up to $50k)
helped the next-of-kin of people who
died in the fires

•

Repair grants ($10K) are helping home owner
occupiers to repair their homes and water
tanks

•

Injury grants ($7.5k or $15k) help people
injured in the fires

•

Re-establishment grants ($10k-$40k) help
people who lost their homes to find a safe
place to live

Red Cross urges people who are eligible
for a grant to come forward.
•

More than 4,995 people have received a
grant and a few people are still coming
forward.

•

Applications for Red Cross grants are
have been extended to 30 September
2020.

•

People can apply at redcross.org.au/
grants. The process is simple, with a few
basic checks to verify people’s identity,
proof of residence and payment details.
Our grants team is happy to support
people with their applications.

• Red Cross is also working with local
recovery committees and intra-agency
groups, and supporting local leaders to
identify and progress community recovery
projects.
• Red Cross volunteers and staff are here to help
you, however they can. They welcome questions
and want to know how we can keep doing better.
But abuse or threats cannot be tolerated.

Progress updates are posted at
redcross.org.au/bushfire funds
This includes reports and updates on how
donations are helping. Every dollar donated
has been allocated, with $232 million in total
funds raised.
$5m – On-the-ground disaster service
(FY19/20)
$56m – Emergency grants for people whose
homes were destroyed
$20m – To help home owners make urgent
repairs
$1.8m – Bereavement payments $8.5m –
Grants for people injured in the fires $2m –
Other financial hardship
$87m – Re-establishment grants for people
whose homes were destroyed
$18m – Community recovery for 3+ years
$33.7m – Further support as needs become
evident

PUBLIC NOTICES
Bruthen - Bairnsdale Bus Timetable
Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711
Bruthen to
Bairnsdale
Morning

Monday &
Friday AM

Tues, Wed,
Thurs AM

Bruthen (opp) General Store

08:10 am

09:50 am

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am

10:20 am

Bairnsdale Train Station

08:35 am

10:30 am

Bairnsdale to Bruthen
Afternoon

Mon to
Thurs PM

Friday PM

Bairnsdale Train Station

1:25 pm

3:40 pm

Corner Chemist (Service & Main
Street)

1:30 pm

3:45 pm

Bruthen, Station &
Great Alpine Rd

2:00 pm

4:15 pm

Bruthen Landcare
Meetings 3rd Tuesday of every month
Next Meeting Tuesday 17th September 6pm
Currently meetings are via Zoom
Contact Matt Pearce
0467051960

TRADES AND SERVICES

ALMON

ENGINEERING SERVICES
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen
Turning And Milling
Welding Aluminum & Steel
Cylinder Head Repair

Phone Andrew 5157-5486

Chris Fella

Qualified Carpenter
Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New
Houses, Fencing
20 Year Experience
TFN 195 357 871
MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES
ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Data, Phone, Security Alarms

Craig Prior
Ph 5157 5104
0417 318 363
R.E.C. 16896

Teresa Young

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT

0429 398 730
teresa.young@atrealty.com.au

http://www.atrealty.com.au/

Peter Weeks
Specialising in Gas Installations
Conversion and Maintenance
General Plumbing
Lic No 21065

Mobile: 0418 516 745

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs

BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options

 9 x 4 cm - Cost $10.00
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00
 1/2 page (for new businesses) - Cost $50.00

25% discount for BDCA Members,
only applies to black and white adverts

COLOUR Advert Option 1: Half Page

Full Colour Promotional Package
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed on the
inside front cover of the Tambo Rambler

 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that month’s
edition on the front page of the Tambo Rambler
Cost - $100 per edition

COLOUR Advert Option 2: Quarter Page

Full Colour Promotional Package
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert placed on the
inside front cover of the Tambo Rambler

 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for that month’s
edition on the back page of the Tambo Rambler
Cost - $65 per edition

In event of an emergency

Bruthen has 3
Heart Start
Defibrillators
Located at

Closing date for October
Tambo Rambler is 20th September

Bruthen General Store

Please send your articles by e-mail to:
tamborambler@gmail.com (“word” format please)

Bruthen Rec Reserve

Tambo Rambler is distributed to venues in Omeo,
Buchan, Swifts Creek, Ensay & Nowa Nowa. We
also distribute to Local and State Government
representatives, Bairnsdale Library, Bairnsdale
DELWP, Regional Historical Societies etc. We
welcome suggestions of other outlets for the Tambo
Rambler.

Bruthen Police Station

The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler. The
Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and to
edit submissions if necessary
All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and
phone number. They may be published anonymously if
preferred.

6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days)

for sports events / Caravan Park

(after hours – on Community Health being
closed)

Note: under 24/7 video surveillance

54 Main Street,
Bruthen.
Open 7 days
Ph: 03-51575 415
✓Your local ELGAS Distributor
✓Supplier of local produce supporting local growers
✓Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats
✓Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)

Shop local – support local employment
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com

Riviera Locksmiths
Tambo Upper
0425 829 079
Automotive.
Residential.
Commercial.
About your car keys…
If you only have one working key for your vehicle
you run the risk of becoming stranded should you
break or lose it.
In the past the ignition system on most cars could be
by-passed easily enough to get you home but
modern vehicles require a key of some type as well
as a properly programmed immobiliser chip to start
the engine. Vehicles with keyless entry, alarms,
secondary immobilisers or that “dead lock” the door
buttons and releases will also require a functioning
remote.
A locksmith will need to come to you or the car will
require towing - either way it’s big dollars.
Avoid any headaches by having Riviera Locksmiths
cut and program a spare key for your vehicle today.

Full Far East
Festival of Hotties
Exhibition coming
to Bruthen
Saturday 3rd and
Sunday 4th October
11am to 2pm

“In this difficult time, the beauty of nature gives reason and hope to life.” Sunrise at
the corner of Chambers Road and Alpine Highway. Photography by Heather Rose.
September’s Edition of the Tambo Rambler is co-sponsored by
Elders Real Estate Lakes Entrance and Metung and Mark Rasmussen Web Design.

