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The Tambo Rambler would like to acknowledge the Gunai Kurnai People, the Traditional Owners
of the land on which we gather, and pay our respects to their Elders both past, present and emerging.

Bruthen Landcare
Regeneration - Fairy
Dell Recovery Project
This time last year Bruthen Landcare was about to
fold. After people retiring and moving from the district,
Bruthen Landcare suffered a complete decline. With
no one to step into committee roles it floundered. The
once busy and well organised group badly needed
new members. The outgoing group left a healthy bank
balance and a few projects needing some fresh
momentum, so when the 2019 AGM saw 23 members
sign up and the new committee emerged, things were
looking promising and everyone was excited to be
involved. However, speaking with Bruthen Landcare
President Matt Pearce, we learn the new group did
face some difficulties.
“From the get go we had good support from East
Gippsland Landcare Facilitator Erin Weir and the
support staff. Tom Crook from Conservation
Management Network also has been helping us
understand the way things work within the various
government organisations and gave us insight,
contacts, valuable information and help with various
project funding applications.” He said. “We initially
were going to start off with trying to get to know the
existing public projects already previously funded and
set out to form a group plan. We hit the books and
tubs of folders of information belonging to the group
to try and work out where projects were conceived
and where they were at.”
“We found two sites in close proximity to Bruthen, the
Old Station site and one near the Tambo River
walking bridge and river junction. Both of these are on
the Rail Trail within close proximity to Bruthen town.
These two projects have had significant revegetation
works completed on them and are in need of some
fairly significant tidying up including weeding and
possibly some infill planting. We planned a Landcare
meeting for November 2019, our first as the new look
group and met at Bullant Brewery and planned a
walk, Plant ID workshop, Landcare lunch and a family
day for the near future. We went home with a job list
and plan; we were up and running. But then the
bushfires started and all our plans were put on hold.”
The East Gippsland bushfires which affected our
community from late 2019 until February 2020, not
only damaged homes and properties within the
community, but also large portions of our national
parks and reserves. Fairy Dell, a warm temperate
rainforest reserve located roughly 10kms from the
Bruthen township, was significantly impacted by the
fires, with the majority of the reserve burned during
that time. Fairy Dell was a popular site to visit for
locals and tourists alike, equipped with picnic tables,

BBQ’s, toilets and well maintained walking tracks. It has been closed since the fires due to significant safety
concerns.
Fairy Dell is home to many native animals and bird species, and significantly, it is the southernmost place on
the planet where the Leichhardt Fern (Cyathea Leichardtiana), also known as the Prickly Tree Fern can be
found.
“After visiting Fairy Dell after the fires and realising how decimated it was, we contacted Tom Crook from
East Gippsland Conservation Management Network to ask what was possible to help regenerate the reserve
and repair the damaged infrastructure. Tom offered his expertise and gave us advice on what could be
done.” Matt Pearce explains. “Landcare Victoria were offering grants for bushfire recovery, so we applied for
a grant for Fairy Dell and were successful. The grant will allow us to purchase equipment, conduct weed
control and some preliminary plant and weed identification workshops. Parks Victoria, East Gippsland
Conservation Management Network and Bruthen Landcare have now formed a partnership to complete work
at the site.”
With permission from Parks Victoria, Tom Crook recently took Bruthen Landcare into the Fairy Dell site and
conducted a walking tour of the site, as well as the first plant and weed identification workshop. The site,
while still blackened, was covered in leafy green plants and small ferns. Most of the trees had bright green
epicormic shoots growing back, which is really promising. To our delight, a couple of the Leichhardt Ferns
also survived the fires. However, there is a lot of work to be done before the Reserve can open again. There
are logs covering the walking tracks and several dead trees that could be hazardous if not removed. The
bridge, toilets and some of the seating areas were also destroyed by fire. Several weeds were also identified
on the walk which will need to be removed.
Parks Victoria are currently undertaking works to enable future access at the Fairy Dell site. Bruthen
Landcare will also be continuing work at the Fairy Dell site when safe to do so, post Covid-19 restrictions.
Bruthen Landcare are currently seeking further funding for ongoing improvements at the site in collaboration
with Parks Victoria and The Emerald Link. Weed management and small planting activities at the Old Station
Site and Tambo River Walking Bridge/River Junction are also ongoing.
Fairy Dell is currently closed to the public due to significant safety concerns. Please follow signs and
do not enter the site until hazards have been removed.
To get involved with Bruthen Landcare, contact Matt Pearce on 0467051960

Got a good idea for a story?
Hi Everyone!
My name is Yolan and I’ve been editing the
Tambo Rambler now since March. I grew up in
the area and am currently residing in
Mossiface. I’m 29 and a recent Digital Media
and Marketing graduate, so I’m loving the
chance to practice some of my skills in this
publication, particularly photography and article
writing. I’ve never done anything like this
before!
The more I get to know to members of the
Bruthen and District community, the more
passion and pride I am gaining from the
opportunity to be a part of it. Everyone I meet is
wonderful and you all have something valuable
to share. While we live in uncertain times, our
community is as strong and unique as ever.

The Tambo Rambler is 100% produced by
community volunteers. This means we
welcome and encourage contributions from all
members of the Bruthen and District
community. There are no age limits on
contributions and no experience is necessary.
We want the Rambler to really reflect what is
going on within the community. We want your
knowledge, passion, thoughts and ideas
printed on our pages.
If you would like to contribute photos, artwork,
anecdotes, stories, events, or any other
articles, we would love to hear from you!
Email us your contributions at
tamborambler@gmail.com or call on
0497 544 490
(“word” format preferred) by the 20th of each
month to be included in the next edition.

Closing date for our September Edition
is 20th August 2020

FOX BAITING IN
EAST GIPPSLAND STATE FORESTS
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning will soon be commencing fox control in the
Colquhoun and Kenny State forests, as part of the
State Government’s response to the fires that swept
through Gippsland last summer.
Project Manager, Andrew Murray said: “Ground
dwelling animals are particularly at risk of predation
from foxes after a fire. Additional baiting will help
these populations recover as quickly as possible.”

“The new areas to be baited are mainly in State
forest areas north of Lakes Entrance, north and
west of Nowa Nowa, north-east of Swan Reach,
east of Bruthen and south of Buchan South,” Mr
Murray said.
“For the first six weeks, ‘free feed’ or unpoisoned
baits will be used to build up a feeding pattern
among the resident foxes. After that, we will be
carrying out a 10-day poison-baiting program. After
ten days all poison baits will be removed and
replaced with free feed baits again.”
“We will then continue to monitor the bait-take to
determine if this approach has been successful in
driving the resident fox population down to a low
level, and to see how quickly the area is re-occupied
by foxes.”
This approach to controlling foxes is being trialled
following negotiation with various stakeholders who
frequent the forest and will initially run until
December 2020.
“Warning signs will be posted in relevant areas
when poison baiting commences to advise forest
users that poison baiting is in operation,” Mr Murray
said.
This program is an expansion of the Southern Ark
fox control program that has operated for the last 15
years across one-million hectares of public land east
of the Snowy River. Fox control is also being reestablished post-fire in that area.
This fox control program is being funded by the
State Government’s Bushfire Biodiversity Relief and
Early Recovery program.

OPEN

Wednesday to Sunday
10am to 5pm and
Friday and Saturday
10am to 10pm
Phone 5157 5307

The Bite @ Bullant Brewery food philosophy is
simple:
 Use local seasonal produce
 Use sustainably harvested seafoods &
responsibly stewarded meats
 Introduce local flavours and ideas to produce
tasty food
Our menus present a contemporary and seasonal
approach to food that can be enjoyed with beer
If you haven't already tried Craft beer why not pop in and
have a taste of one of ten beers on tap

CREWS PROGRESSING BOUNDARY FENCE
ASSESSMENTS FOLLOWING FIRES
fence line have been completed across East
Gippsland so far, with 275 applications for grant
funding approved totalling more than $3.41 million.
“As part of the Boundary Fencing Program, eligible
landholders have been provided the option to
upgrade replacement fencing that will help with pest
animal exclusion,” said DELWP Regional Bushfire
Recovery Manager, Peter West.
Exclusion fencing is intended to help minimise the
risk to livestock from wild dogs and improve
productivity for local farming communities.

More than 572 kilometres of fencing along National
Park, State Park and State Forest boundaries has
been assessed as part of the Department of
Environment Land Water and Planning (DELWP)
Boundary Fences Program in fire affected East
Gippsland.
Fire impacted more than 3150km of fence line
across East Gippsland this summer, almost the
equivalent distance of Melbourne to the Gold Coast
and back.
Since February, crews have been progressing onsite inspections along public land boundaries to
assess damage and allocate grant funding that will
cover up to 50 per cent of replacement costs.
More than 310 assessments involving 572km of
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“We’ve seen a fantastic uptake of this offer to
upgrade replacement fencing, with almost half of the
funded replacement fencing being exclusion
fencing.
“This is a great initiative to help support local
landholders,” said Mr West. “Parts of the fire
impacted areas have known wild dog populations
and with the area significantly impacted by the
recent fires, displaced wild dogs can pose a threat
to nearby livestock.”
The assessment and treatment of hazardous trees
has also formed part of the Boundary Fences
Program, with crews assessing the potential safety
risks of trees close to boundary fence lines before
contractors and BlazeAid volunteers start work.
All eligible landholders are encouraged to register
for fencing replacement or private property
rehabilitation now to ensure work is done before the
upcoming fire season.
“Our advice is don’t wait, register now while crews
are focused on recovery activities ahead of
summer.” said Mr West.
Eligible landholders can find out more information
on how to register by contacting
Gippsland.recovery@delwp.vic.gov.au, (03) 5161
1222, or visiting a local Bushfire Recovery Victoria
Hub.

AUGUST UPDATE
1) Status of EES
Although Kalbar’s CEO (Jozsef Patarica) said on ABC
Gippsland radio recently that the EES will be released for
public submissions in July, that is looking highly unlikely.
According to Kalbar's Bulletin emailed on Thursday night,
the EES hasn’t been finished yet and the adequacy review
by DELWP is still underway. You can see Kalbar's Bulletin
at this link:
https://www.fingerboardsproject.com.au/news/projectbulletin-july-2020
2) Access to EES When it is Released

Kalbar asked people to respond by 26th June as to how
they want to receive the EES. After raising concerns about
this, it appears this date was not a deadline and there isn’t
one “at this stage”. Kalbar advertised that costs will be
charged for hardcopies of the EES (main report and
technical studies) costs that haven’t been specified for a
document that will be over 8,500 pages. AGL’s EES for the
gas import jetty at Crib Point has just been released for
public submissions and their hardcopies were free (over
8,000 pages). We have written to the Minister for Planning
and DELWP indicating it would be unfair for our community
to have to pay for hardcopies of Kalbar’s EES. Stay tuned!
We have asked that access to EES documents be provided
prior to the start of the public exhibition period so that
valuable time isn’t lost waiting for documents to be
received due to current mail delays (this was arranged for
AGL's EES so we have asked for the same treatment).
Kalbar advised if people want a copy of the EES
documents saved onto a USB, the documents will be
“locked” so they can't be annotated. Documents on AGL's
USBs were unlocked, so we have raised this issue as well.
3) Webinar, Questions and Answers
If you missed the webinar and the questions and answers
Kalbar provided from the webinar, both are here:
https://www.fingerboardsproject.com.au/news/ees-keyfindings-webinar-june-25-2020
4) Masks
Wearing masks is now recommended, particularly when
social distancing may not be possible. To help us raise
much needed funds to pay for experts to develop credible
responses to the various technical studies in the EES, a
number of volunteers helped by becoming mask makers.
The masks have 100% cotton outers and are lined with non
-woven fusible interfacing for added protection. They have
adjustable elastic 'behind the head' straps and mouldable
nose wire for better security. We are selling them for $20
each (plus postage): for every two sold we are donating
one to an essential services worker.
While we have a wide selection of sizes and multiple
designs on offer there are limited numbers so if making
your choice online please select one or two alternative
designs.

1. From our website at this link: https://
minefreeglenaladale.org/buy-an-mfg-face-mask/
2. Directly from the following:
• Paint Shop on the corner of Dalmahoy and Bailey
Street, Bairnsdale
• Foundry (75A Nicholson Street, Bairnsdale - in the
laneway on the western side of Woolies)
Gippsland Grain Stores (157 Macleod Street, Bairnsdale).
5) Postcards
These are still being forwarded to Minister Wynne. You can
collect hardcopies from the Paint Shop and return
completed ones to Sharon who will post them for you.
There are instructions for the email version from the
homepage of our website here:
https://minefreeglenaladale.org

GARBAGE IN, GARBAGE OUT
As the popular phrase goes, “garbage in, garbage out”. If
the data used in scientific research isn’t accurate, then we
can’t expect the results to be reliable, sometimes with
devastating outcomes.
This is what our community is confronting in response to
Kalbar’s proposed
Fingerboards mineral sands mine. Can we trust the data
that has been used in their
research?
For example, the location of Kalbar’s air quality monitoring
station is known by locals to be in a wind shadow, where
cattle go to shelter from the weather. How reliable will that
data be if it isn’t reflecting the real wind conditions across
the 1,675-hectare mine project site?
Kalbar refers to residences within 2kms of the boundary of
their mine licence as “sensitive receptors” due to the
expected impacts of, for example, noise and dust on
residents living close to a heavy industrial mining
operation. Kalbar reported there are 49, however, our
survey showed there are over 79 residences within 2km of
the
mine boundary, a massive 38%underreporting by Kalbar,
another example of the inaccuracy of Kalbar’s data.
In surveying directly impacted landholders, 85% said they
were against the mine, 5% were unsure and 10% were
considered to be in support of the mine. Given the nature
of the materials being mined, there will be radioactive and
cancer causing substances in the dust. A whole technical
study has been devoted to radiation. A mine like this is too
dangerous so close to where so many people live, farm,
work, where there are primary schools, the Mitchell and
Perry Rivers and our major vegetable industry in the
Mitchell River Valley.
With no independent research included in Kalbar’s soon to
be released over 8,500 page EES report, it will be the
community that has to bear the consequences if Kalbar
gets it wrong.

There are currently two ways you can purchase the masks: Sharon Clerke

KALBAR POTENTIALLY THREATENS OUR
WATER SUPPLY
Kalbar Operations Pty Ltd, a new company with no
experience operating a mine is proposing a massive
open-cut mineral sands mine at the Fingerboards,
20km NW of Bairnsdale. 13 square kms of the
plateau will be mined up to 45m deep, much deeper
than other such mines in Australia.
Contamination Risks
Kalbar’s geochemistry report lists a number of
radioactive and cancer-causing substances that will
be present in the dust generated.
The $155M/year Mitchell River Valley vegetable
industry that employs up to 2,000 people is as close
as 550m downwind.
The Mitchell River, the source of water to irrigate
those vegetables and make ice to transport them is
350m downwind.
Our drinking water from the Woodglen Reservoir is
3.5km downwind.
A 20m high 90-hectare unlined tailings dam will be
on the Perry River catchment that flows into the
western end of the Gippsland Lakes.

There are major risks of toxic substances entering
both waterways from leaching/flooding.
Huge Demands on Water
3 - 4 billion litres of water needed annually for
processing and dust suppression for 15 years, is
proposed to come from:

Winter-fill licences from the Mitchell River that
Southern Rural Water will sell to the highest bidder if
demand exceeds supply;
the Latrobe aquifer from a series of bores extending
south to the Princes Hwy; and 19 dams constructed
on gullies to capture billions of litres of water that
would normally flow into the Mitchell River.
Kalbar’s high need for water will lead to earlier and
tighter restrictions on users reliant on water from the
Mitchell River and is likely to impact the health of the
Gippsland Lakes from reduced fresh water.
Kalbar’s proposed ‘Fingerboards Mineral Sands
Project’ is in a highly inappropriate location,
threatening our water and already reduced river
flows. With the Environment Effects Statement (EES)
soon to be released, please inform yourselves and
speak out now to the Minister for Planning, because
the risks are too great.
For more information, check out: http://
egcactiongroup.com.au/
Contact: Jeanette Wagner, Acting Secretary,
Telephone: 5156 0502
ABN: 47 914 840 847

HELPING A SMALL BIZ IS A TWO
WAY STREET
For Strathmore social media and marketing strategist The bushfire impact was sharper and more severe
Amanda Corica, helping a bushfire-impacted small
than the 2007-08 global financial crisis, he said: ``This
business has been a two-way street.
one came out of the blue and punched us in the
face.’’
Her social media advice has given Bruthen General
Store in East Gippsland a new lease on life. Hearing
owner James (Nico) Nicholas’ bushfire story has been
``a humbling experience’’ for her.
The pair were connected through the free Help a
Small Biz program which matches small businesses
directly and indirectly impacted by the 2019-20
bushfires with business ``buddies’’ who provide
compatible goods, skills and services needed to
recommence trade and thrive.
Help a Small Biz is operated by corporate2community
(C2C) founder Renae Hanvin, who developed the
initiative to fill the gaps in current support for small
and micro businesses.
``While the many government grants and initiatives
currently available to small businesses do a wonderful
job and are providing unprecedented support to these
businesses, we are still hearing of many who are
falling through the funding gaps,’’ she said.
Now further impacted by COVID-19, problems for
Bruthen General Store began when lightning strikes
about 1.5km east of the town on November 23
evolved into a 10,000ha inferno that took a month to
contain.
Flames marched on Bruthen from the north/north
west between Christmas and New Year. One night
the fire had a 28km run to the north of Bruthen.
On December 30/31, a fire from the west approached
Bruthen and tore through many neighbouring areas,
destroying 68 houses and many out buildings. Roads
and communication were cut.
Trade at Bruthen General Store all but ceased.
Mr Nicholas was then hit by another challenge:
Bruthen and surrounding towns were inundated with
donations of groceries. ``The trouble with that is, I’m a
grocery store. Trade literally stopped.’’ Generous
people from around the nation were effectively killing
his store and others like it throughout country
areas with kindness.
To save his business, on January 5 Mr Nicholas took
over all the store roles which took him off the away
from some of his volunteer CFA duties, a significant
loss to the brigade given he was its captain.

James Nicholas and Kym Davidson outside the
Bruthen General Store
He reached out to Help a Small Biz to salvage his
business and build future resilience by overhauling
his social media and engaging with customers online.
``[Ms Corica provided] very efficient advice to get my
Facebook page up and going,’’ he said. ``Her
suggestions were practical and have given me a
structure that I can aim for and a means by which I
can now post a variety of information to keep the
page interesting.’’
Ms Corica (amandacorica.com.au) was equally
grateful for the chance to give practical help. `I've

HELP STILL AT HAND FOR FIRE
AFFECTED BUSINESSES
volunteered most of my life in one way or another, so founder Renae Hanvin, who urged small
this was right up my alley and using my professional businesses directly and indirectly affected by the
skills.’’
2019-20 bushfires to ask for help.
Help a Small Biz founder Renae Hanvin said: ``It’s so
satisfying to see how a seemingly small gesture can
make such a huge difference to someone struggling. I
also really love the effect helping has on volunteers. It
really is a two-way street.’’

``It’s easy to feel discarded and overlooked and that
the world has moved on from the
devastation of the bushfires, but we haven’t – we’re
still here for you,’’ she said.

She encouraged bushfire-affected small businesses
to seek the free help: ``It’s easy to feel discarded and
overlooked and that the world has moved on from the
devastation of the bushfires, but we haven’t – we’re
still here for you.

``While the COVID-19 situation is awful and there’s
no denying it’s immeasurable impact on
the nation, much is being done by governments to
address that economic situation. Meanwhile, bushfireimpacted businesses and communities are still
struggling with the aftermath of that disaster.’’

``While the COVID-19 situation is awful and there’s
no denying it’s immeasurable impact on the nation,
much is being done by governments to address that
economic situation.

However, help is available through Help A Small Biz,
a free online platform which paired small businesses
in need with others offering compatible goods, skills
or services support.

``Meanwhile, bushfire-impacted businesses and
communities are still struggling with the aftermath of
that disaster.’’

corporate2community (C2C) founder Renae Hanvin
developed the initiative to fill the gaps in current
support for small and micro businesses.

Australian Small Business and Family Enterprise
Ombudsman Kate Carnell said initiatives such as
Help a Small Biz gave small businesses struggling to
stay open after the bushfires the extra support they
needed to ``get on with running their business’’.

International research from similar scale disasters
states that 40 per cent of small businesses don’t trade
after a major disaster, with 80 per cent closed two
years after.

``That’s a disaster in itself,’’ Ms Hanvin said. ``While
Go to helpasmallbiz.com or email
the many government grants and initiatives currently
helpasmallbiz@corporate2community.com for details. available to small businesses do a wonderful job and
are providing unprecedented support to these
businesses, we are still hearing of many who are
falling through the funding gaps.’’
Australian Small Business and Family Enterprise
Ombudsman Kate Carnell said initiatives
such as Help a Small Biz gave small businesses
struggling to stay open after the bushfires the
extra support they needed to ``get on with running
their business’’.
Go to helpasmallbiz.com or email
helpasmallbiz@corporate2community.com for

Bushfire-affected small businesses have not been
forgotten and can still receive assistance
from a free initiative set up to help them reopen.
That assurance was given by Help A Small Biz

BRUTHEN RECREATION RESERVE
NEW RECREATION RESERVE COMMITTEE ELECTED

The Bruthen Recreation Reserve Committee of Management (BRRCoM) recently held its triennial elections to
appoint new committee members for the 2020-2022 period. The outgoing Chair of the committee reported
that both the main Reserve and Caravan Park were financially viable, and even though the Bushfires and
COVID had greatly affected revenue, the Reserve was well postured to resume normal operations once
conditions (COVID) allows.
Importantly, the BRRCoM have provided much needed accommodation and main hall facilities for BlazeAid
who continue to provide fencing recovery work to Bruthen and District. Recent projects for the Reserve
include the successful installation of a 20kW solar system and it is hoped that by December there will be a
100,000 litre water tank supplied by bore water in operation which was part of a drought recovery grant which
the Committee has been able to secure. Importantly the tenant clubs (Football, Cricket, Tennis and Netball)
have also made contributions to improving facilities which is very much appreciated.
The next three to five years is likely to see some major refurbishment and redevelopment of the Recreation
Reserve and Caravan Park. The main Reserve Buildings (approximately 35-40 years old) need some much
needed TLC, as does the facilities at the Caravan Park. The new committee will shortly embark on the design
phase and then fundraising (grant writing) to make this happen.
The new Committee of Management for the next three years are: James Nicholas (Chair), Brenda Streeter
(Secretary), Kym Williams (Treasurer), General Committee members Peter Favaloro and Sharon Gilbert,
Football Club rep Adam Lonnie, Netball Club rep Linda Dillon and Cricket Club rep David Cameron.

NEW STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
FOR GIPPSLANDERS
Gippslanders have the opportunity to use their social
distancing time to upskill and retrain during the
coronavirus pandemic with a number of short courses
on offer as part of the Federal Government’s Higher
Education Relief Package.
Federal Member for Gippsland Darren Chester is
encouraging Gippslanders who want to upskill to sign
up to one of Federation University’s new short
courses.
“Federation University is offering 11 new short
courses in health, education, IT, engineering and
environmental studies,” Mr Chester said.
“These short courses have been identified as priority
areas where there is a strong demand for more skilled
workers.
“This funding package is designed to help people who
have lost their job or are looking to retrain.”
The fees for these short courses have been
significantly reduced, with the maximum student fee
ranging from $1250 to $2500. Payment can be
deferred through HECS-HELP.
Students will receive formal recognition on completion
of a higher education short course and will be eligible
for credit if they want to pursue a university degree.
Courses on offer include:
•
•
•
•
•

Teaching
Information technology
Allied health
Other health
Science Engineering

All short courses will be delivered online. Courses
begin on July 23 and run through until December
2020.
For more information, visit: federation.edu.au/futurestudents/study-at-federation/which-course/highereducation-short-courses/

Bruthen Pizza and Takeaway
Ring for opening hours
Come in and check out the menu
Pizzas, fish and chips and a range of other
food and drinks are available
69 Main Street (near the corner garage)

Phone 51575461

Sarsfield Recreation Reserve Committee of Management 10 School Road, Sarsfield. Contact: SarsfieldCOMsecretary@gmail.com

Sarsfield – Tool Library
The Bruthen Lions Club Tool
Library is set up and open at the
Sarsfield Hall.
The Library is open from 2 – 4pm
Monday and Friday each week.
If you borrow Monday you return
Friday.
If you borrow Friday you return
Monday.
All returns to be at 2pm to make
the tools available for others.
The tools available are listed right.
There are plans to expand the list.
To satisfy Covid-19 you need to
book either via either:
Sarsfield Recreation Reserve and
Community Facebook page.
or
Sarsfield.com.au – web page

A beautiful and friendly
Buddhist Centre in W Tree
ALL WELCOME!

Meditation Health & Wellness
Tai Chi Easter Yoga
Medicine Buddha
Family
Information and bookings visit www.sakya.com.au/siba
03 5155 0329 siba@sakya.com.au

Give It A Grow Gippsland
We hope you are enjoying the gardening tips. If you have missed any issues please contact us and we can send them
to you via email. Our contact is: giveitagrowgippsland@gmail.com

Frog Ponds

There are many reasons to have a frog pond in your garden, quite apart from supporting our native frog

populations. They can be beautiful, restful, provide a water source for other wildlife, and if you run a pump, the
sound of trickling water can be refreshing and calming.
Aside from safety considerations (always consider local laws regarding fencing or covering of water features), the
most important factors to keep in mind when designing a frog pond, are What Frogs Like. And frogs like water/
moisture, food, and shelter/protection.
A frog pond should be situated far enough from large trees to avoid dropping leaves (frogs don’t like too much rotting
vegetation in their water), and root incursion. And far enough from neighbours that any frog parties wont disturb the
neighbours. Frogs don’t like neighbours throwing shoes at them in the night.Frogs like just the right amount of sun for
their pond; a pond will need some sun to promote algae growth, but too much sun and algae will reduce water quality
and deter male frogs from breeding, and too much shade will encourage mozzies. About 70/30 shade/sun would be a
good balance. A pond could be sited in a natural depression to catch run-off. Proximity to a power source or tap may
be considerations.
The pond itself could be made of a variety of materials depending on your aesthetic and budget; thick plastic, a rigid
plastic mould, a concrete mould, a water trough, an old bath, a ceramic planter. Frogs like varying water depth for
different movements, so a mould with stepped sides, a pond created with gentle slopes, or making different depths
with rocks and plants, is desirable. Ideally deep parts of the pond should be at least 30cms to provide some stability
to the water temperature. Frogs like being able to get into and out of the water comfortably, so slippery steep sided
moulds will need logs, rocks and plants to provide safe entry and exit for them.
Frogs like fresh water, so if you are filling or topping up your pond with chlorinated tap water, it would be prudent to

let it sit in buckets for at least 5 days until the chemicals
dissipate. Frogs like both moving and still water, but are
more likely to breed in still water without a pump and
filter. A pond without a filter will become manky for a
few weeks, but then the microbes will stabilise and the
water will become clear. A layer of sediment may
develop at the bottom of the pond; this along with algae
provides food and shelter for tadpoles and keeps the
water balanced, so don’t be tempted to clean it
out. Some water from a balanced pond can be used to
seed a new pond with beneficial bacteria and microbes,
like a kombucha scoby or sourdough starter. If you
chose to run a pump and filter, frogs will like a gentle
trickle of water more than a boisterous torrent, as too
much oxygen in the water can be detrimental to
tadpoles. Frogs don’t like fish that eat their eggs and
tadpoles, which many fish do. One exception is the
native crimson-spotted rainbow fish, which leaves
tadpoles alone but will eat mozzie wrigglers.
Frogs like plants in and around the pond, to provide both
food and shelter. Water plants will also help with water
quality and oxygenation, and can be kept in their pots to
protect them. Reeds, sedges and other plants native to
your area are best, as they will be suited to your local
climate and frogs. Avoid plants that cover the water
surface by more than a third, as this can make it difficult
for tadpoles to get enough oxygen. Frogs like plants
around the pond too, for shade, shelter, and to attract
insects. Keep in mind that frogs will not live in the pond,
tadpoles will; frogs will visit the pond to breed and
spawn, but will live nearby, so a frog-friendly garden will
encourage them to visit the pond. Frogs like rocks and
hollow logs for shelter and protection from predators,
plenty of vegetation, moist soil, mulch, groundcovers,
and bugs to eat. A solar light to attract insects might
attract frogs too. Frogs really don’t like being poisoned,
eating poisoned insects, or swimming in poisoned water,
so be careful of what sprays you use in the garden.

Plant of the Week
Hardenbergia violacea

(native sarsparilla):

Hardenbergia violacea is a species of flowering plant in
the pea family Fabaceae, native to Australia from
Queensland to Tasmania. It is known in Australia by the
common names false sarsaparilla, purple coral pea,
happy wanderer, native lilac and waraburra. Elsewhere it
is also called vine lilac or lilac vine.
It is a tough, evergreen, dense and vigourously growing
vine that is commonly used to cover fencing or vertical
structures. It has the potential to reach a height of 2-3
meters ( 6-10 feet) and has a smaller spread of 1 – 1.5
meters (3-4 feet). They grow best in full sun but can be
grown in a semi shaded position, or grown in a large pot
with a climbing frame. It produces masses of flowers over
a long period, is highly attractive to bees, and is a joy in
the garden.
Alternatively, there are ground-cover varieties such as H.
‘Flat White” or the non-climbing self-supporting shrubby H.
“Mini HaHa”

Once a frog pond is balanced, it should need
comparatively little maintenance, limited to occasional
clearing of rotten vegetation such as fallen leaves,
topping up of water, and cleaning of water filters. Frogs
like to choose where they live, so don’t import frogs into
your pond; if you design and build a pond keeping in
mind what frogs like, they will find it, and your next
enjoyable challenge will be identifying their calls.

What to grow this month:

Globe artichoke, asparagus crowns, broad
beans, broccoli, coriander, endive, English
spinach, garlic, lettuce, mint,
onion, radish, spring onion.

WE NOW SELL CHOOK PELLETS

LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY

Update on Bruthen water supply during the fire season.
Dear residents of Bruthen & District,
As you are all probably aware the township of Bruthen and many of the outlying areas suffered catastrophic water
failure during the fire season just past. The same failure which occurred in the 2006/07 firefighting season. It should be
noted that as a general rule across Victoria (under the Water Act), township water systems are not designed for bushfire
fighting scenarios
Accordingly, the Bruthen Fire Brigade raised a number of concerns to the Bruthen & District Citizens Association; which
were then presented to the Inspector General Emergency Management (IG EM) in a formal written submission. The
correspondence outlined some key facts and raised questions about the future supply of water to the town during times
of extremely high water use.
Importantly, when defending the town the Bruthen Fire Brigade drew most of its supply from static tanks and also from
big fill pumps inserted into the Tambo River. This was to lessen the reliance on town water, ensuring we left as much
water in the system for residents located near the bush interface, as possible.
After the letter to the IG EM, the Captain Bruthen Fire Brigade participated in a meeting with EG Water, a EGSC
representative and a Bush Fire Recovery Victoria representative. The aim of that meeting was to determine what
occurred and led to the loss of either water pressure or water completely; and further to look at initiatives to reinforce
water supply to the township and surrounds when it is needed most. EG Water have agreed to conduct some water
flow/network modelling that will be expanded to include bush fire scenarios.
The meeting confirmed that loss of pressure and in some cases complete flow of water, was the result of exceptionally
high rates of water use which drained supplies. The question was asked – how do we fix this from occurring again? EG
Water have advised (importantly) that some water storages which normally hold a weeks’ worth of water – were being
depleted in hours during the two events that Bruthen experienced imminent threat of fire. This situation as you can
image placed extreme mechanical pressure on the pump systems.
Good news is that the pump systems have been repaired. EG Water have further advised:
•
•
•
•

New replacement pumps have been installed to service the Bruthen high level area. While this is a replacement of
existing pumps, some configuration improvements may be possible to improve throughput.
A pressure reducing valve has been replaced to allow increased flow through to Bruthen (at the Mossiface pump
point).
A second 6ML tank is currently being commissioned at Sarsfield – which will increase holding capacity.
EG Water will continue (in accordance with their normal project time lines), to replace, repair and install
underground water infrastructure as is required.

The way forward:
The BDCA is currently lobbying for placement of a static tank (vicinity of the existing pump house), that fire trucks can
draw water from. This tank (40,000 litres) will told enough water for 13 trucks worth of firefighting water supplies, and
when you add this to the outlying static concrete tanks in the vicinity of Bruthen north (Gardam Court), Wiseleigh to the
west (vicinity Nicholson Creek Road) and Bruthen east (Dukes Road) (each of which also hold 40,000litres), these
locations will be important resupply for firefighting activities located in those areas. While the BDCA is lobbying for new
tank in the vicinity of the existing pump house in addition by before fire season: the Bruthen Recreation Reserve will see
instalment of a 100,000 litre tank connected to a bore. This is the equivalent of another 33 fire trucks worth of water to
be drawn on for township defence.
All the tank storage locations combined will provide firefighting units (CFA & DELWP) with substantial water to engage
in protection of property. But even though we will have static tank water supply for the future, it doesn’t mean is that the
reticulated township (eg water in the pipe system) will not suffer from excessive demand in the future; especially if
history is anything to go by. It is acknowledged that replacement and bigger pumps can only deliver so much capability
to the reticulated system.
Over the next few months Bruthen Fire Brigade will work with EGW to come up with initiatives for households to better
use/manage the water we have in the system. These initiatives will include messaging/education, implementation of
household storage capabilities (for example tanks and pumps) and ensuring that when we evacuate we do the right
thing by not switching all the sprinklers on departure. Stay tuned for more in future editions of the Rambler.
Bruthen Fire Brigade

ARE YOU FIRE READY?
If you read nothing else in prep for fire season
(even though it is winter) – THEN READ THIS
Dear Residents of Bruthen and surrounding areas. Everyone in Victoria who lives near dense forest, bush,
grassland or the coast needs to prepare their property for bushfire. Here are some quick tips to help you
prepare. Remember – it is absolutely no use doing the following as the fire comes over the hill – start your
preparations early, start your work NOW.
In winter / early spring – take 20 minutes to walk around your property – have a look at some of the issues
outlined below:
•

Remove flammable items from decks and veranda’s, such as boxes, furniture and doormats.

•

Keep wood piles away from the house. Stray fire embers can easily ignite woodpiles.

•

Store flammable liquids away from house. Where possible, store in flame proof containers.

•

Get rid of dry grass, leaves, twigs and loose bark.

•

Prune lower branches of shrubs to separate from surface fuels underneath.

•

Prune shrubs well away from branches of mature trees

•

Cut back overhanging tree branches close to property – no branches in 10m space.

•

Do not have large shrubs next to or under windows.

•

Keep gutters and roof areas clear of leaf litter.

Fire requires three properties to burn – oxygen, heat and fuel. By eliminating the fuel you can help minimise
the risk. Start your prep now – don’t have a mad rush of activity.

A home safety tip for every one with a kitchen……

54 Main Street,
Bruthen.
Open 7 days
Ph: 03-51575 415
✓Your local ELGAS Distributor
✓Supplier of local produce supporting local growers
✓Provider of Butcher Supplied Quality Meats
✓Supplier of gas heating, stoves, hot water systems
(provide a written quote & we will attempt to beat it)

Shop local – support local employment
email: BruthenGeneralStore@gmail.com

Bruthen
Motors
'Personal service
with a smile'
ULP, Diesel, BP Ultimate 98
All Mechanical Repairs,
Roadworthy Inspections including LPG Vehicles,
Automotive accessories, Bait and Fishing supplies,
Tyres, Ice, Gas Bottles Filled, Snacks and Drinks

Landrover repairs and spares
See Phil in Workshop for details
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

7AM—7PM

70 Main Street, Bruthen
Ph: 5157 5262
bpbruthen@gmail.com

Bruthen & District
Businesses and COVID -19
Supporting our community through COVID-19 in the interests of keeping our community connected, we have
prepared a list of Bruthen & District businesses and organisations that are continuing to operate under
modified arrangements. The situation is changing so please contact individual business to confirm
details.
Business/
Organisation

Status

Contact

Anglican Parish of
Tambo

Churches are closed. Those in need of parish support please
Ph - 5157 5463
ring The Bruthen Oppe Shop is also closed until further notice.
PLEASE do not leave donated good outside the shop. There are
no volunteers available to accept or store them, so they become
litter.
Facebook - Anglican Parish of Tambo

Blue Bee Café

Open for take away only. Facebook - Blue Bee Cafe Bruthen

Ph - 5157 5397

Bruthen Bakery

Open, all services are continuing

Ph - 0475 555 419

Bruthen Bizarre

Shop is closed, but will continue to offer items through
Facebook page and Instagram - Bruthen Bizarre

Ph - 0447 190 207

Bruthen BP

Open, all services are continuing

Ph - 5157 5262

Bruthen Corner
Garage

Open, all services are continuing

Ph - 5157 5715

Bruthen Garden
Supplies and Water
Cartage

All services are continuing. All customers to phone in advance
Facebook - Bruthen Garden Supplies Water Cartage

Ph - 0429 944 297

Bruthen General
Store

Shop open. Please adhere to entry requirements displayed at
door. For Customers having difficulty (due to no transport or
unable to leave home due to kids); because of stage 3 COVID19 restrictions being enacted - call the store to discuss delivery
options. Facebook - Bruthen General Store

Ph - 5157 5415

Bruthen Inn Hotel

Open for take aways only. All customers to phone in advance
Facebook - Bruthen Inn Hotel

Ph - 5157 5201

Bruthen Music

Shop, lessons and recording studio are closed. But still happy to Ph - 0487 489 246
open the shop for individuals that may wish to make a purchase

Bruthen Pizza and
Takeaway

Modified services - please see
Facebook - Bruthen Pizza & Takeaway

Ph - 5157 5461

Bruthen Post Office

Open, all services are continuing. Maximum of 4 people in shop
at a time

Ph - 5157 5209

Bruthen & District
Neighbourhood
House

Currently closed but we are still working remotely Tuesday to
Thursday, 10am-3pm Email: info.bdnh@aussiebb.com.au

Ph - 0497544 490

Bullant Brewery

Restaurant closed, limited takeaway available Friday night and
Ph - 5157 5307
Saturday. Packaged beer is available to purchase online. Check
Facebook - Bullant Brewery for details

Gippsland Lakes
Complete Health

Bruthen Modified services - please see website
Web - https://glch.org.au/covid-19- and-how-it-affects-ourservices/

Ph - 5155 8300

PUBLIC NOTICES
Bruthen - Bairnsdale Bus Timetable
Dysons Bus Lines Ph: 5152 1711
Bruthen to
Bairnsdale
Morning

Monday &
Friday AM

Bruthen (opp) General Store

08:10 am

Tues, Wed,
Thurs AM

09:50 am

Bairnsdale, Corner Main & Bailey St 08:30 am

10:20 am

Bairnsdale Train Station

08:35 am

10:30 am

Bairnsdale to Bruthen
Afternoon

Mon to
Thurs PM

Friday PM

Bairnsdale Train Station

1:25 pm

3:40 pm

Corner Chemist (Service & Main
Street)

1:30 pm

3:45 pm

Bruthen, Station &
Great Alpine Rd

2:00 pm

4:15 pm

Bruthen Mechanics Institute
Committee of Management
Triennial Election of Office Bearers
Monday 24th August
7pm at Hall
All visitors welcome at this meeting.
Social distancing will be adhered to.
The Bruthen Mechanics Institute is owned by
DELWP and managed by a volunteer committee of
management. The committee is elected for period of
three years.
Please note, due to COVID19 concerns, the hall
will remain closed to user groups and hirers
until the end of August.
Bruthen Mechanics
Institute.
PO Box 186, Bruthen
Enquiries and Bookings:
0459 345 049. Email:
bruthenhall@gmail.com

February
19th, 20th, 21st

2021
What has the festival team been up to? July is the month we
start to think about the program and how to make the festival
even more exciting. Selecting some fabulous acts and deciding
on some new offerings. We hope the festival will be a big
‘hooray, life is getting back to normal’ event for Bruthen and
District.
We are thinking positively and are busy, busy, busy pulling
things together to create a fabulous celebration of music, arts
and community. (We are not totally naïve so we will also be
thinking of alternative plans if Covid 19 is still haunting us in
February).
We are very excited to welcome Destination Gippsland as a
new partner for 2021. We are still exploring ways the new
partnership will benefit the festival and hope to have some
plans in place soon. Watch this space for more information.

Bruthen Landcare
Meetings 3rd Tuesday of every month
Next Meeting Tuesday 18th August 6pm
Currently meetings are via Zoom
Contact Matt Pearce
0467051960

Some of the Steering Group have been doing some training
and skill development in Event Management with ZOOM
meetings. These have also generated some exciting new ideas
which we have been exploring. Oh and the boring bit, exploring
funding avenues and writing grant applications. Always an
important part of putting on a festival.

Injured Wild Life?

We are a small group and cannot do it all on our own so we will
be tapping some people on the shoulder to ask if they can take
on a job. If you want to volunteer, contact us on
bruthenblues@gmail.com, or ring Joy on 0490819507 or Marj
on 0427284236.

0448 177 722 (Joanne)
0423 088 585 (Kate)

Please phone ASAP:

TRADES AND SERVICES

ALMON

ENGINEERING SERVICES
122 Omeo Highway Bruthen
Turning And Milling
Welding Aluminum & Steel
Cylinder Head Repair

Phone Andrew 5157-5486

Chris Fella

Qualified Carpenter
Renovations, Decks Pergolas, New
Houses, Fencing
20 Year Experience
TFN 195 357 871
MB. 0412 9912 60 PH. 5157 5198
E. chrisfella@bigpond.com

RIVIERA GAS SERVICES
ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Data, Phone, Security Alarms

Craig Prior
Ph 5157 5104
0417 318 363
R.E.C. 16896

Teresa Young

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT

0429 398 730
teresa.young@atrealty.com.au

http://www.atrealty.com.au/

Peter Weeks
Specialising in Gas Installations
Conversion and Maintenance
General Plumbing
Lic No 21065

Mobile: 0418 516 745

Tambo Rambler Advertising Costs

BLACK AND WHITE Advert Options

 9 x 4 cm - Cost $10.00
 9 x 8 cm - Cost $15.00
 1/2 page (for new businesses) - Cost $50.00

25% discount for BDCA Members,
only applies to black and white adverts

COLOUR Advert Option 1: Half Page

Full Colour Promotional Package
 One half page, full colour feature / advert placed on the
inside front cover of the Tambo Rambler

 Plus acknowledgement as the sponsor for that month’s
edition on the front page of the Tambo Rambler
Cost - $100 per edition

COLOUR Advert Option 2: Quarter Page

Full Colour Promotional Package
 One quarter page, full colour feature / advert placed on the
inside front cover of the Tambo Rambler
 Plus acknowledgement as the co-sponsor for that month’s
edition on the back page of the Tambo Rambler
Cost - $65 per edition

Closing date for September
Tambo Rambler is 20th August
Please send your articles by e-mail to:
tamborambler@gmail.com (“word” format please)

Tambo Rambler is distributed to venues in Omeo,
Buchan, Swifts Creek, Ensay & Nowa Nowa. We
also distribute to Local and State Government
representatives, Bairnsdale Library, Bairnsdale
DELWP, Regional Historical Societies etc. We
welcome suggestions of other outlets for the Tambo
Rambler.
The Tambo Rambler Committee and BDCA do not take responsibility
for opinions expressed by contributors to the Tambo Rambler. The
Editors reserve the right to reject articles and advertisements and to
edit submissions if necessary
All submissions must carry the author’s full name, address and
phone number. They may be published anonymously if
preferred.

In event of an emergency
Bruthen has 3
Heart Start Defibrillators
Located at
Bruthen General Store
6.30am – 6.15/7.15pm (7 days)

Bruthen Rec Reserve
for sports events / Caravan Park

Bruthen Police Station
(after hours – on Community Health being closed)

Note: under 24/7 video surveillance

Bruthen Inn
Hotel

Kitchen is open 7 days.
Lunch 12-2pm,
Dinner 6-8pm
Wednesday Roast Night $17, with happy hour 6-7pm
Friday night raffles supporting local
sporting clubs—10 draws.
Catering for private functions and
community group meetings
Courtesy bus operates Wed, Fri, Sat nights only
For enquires or bookings contact Bruthen Inn Hotel.
Cheers and beers, Stretch

Phone 51575201

A Bumper Crop

Bruthen Primary School’s vegetable garden is flourishing under the tender loving care of students and
perfect weather. The key to their success is the recycling processes in place which enrich and fertilise the
garden bed soil.
Waste from their chook house has been fermenting over the past few weeks and is now being used to
produce a liquid fertiliser and compost to re generate our garden beds. This process involves separating the
solid and liquid matter by passing it through a sieve. The liquid fertiliser is then diluted with water and used to
feed the plants throughout the year.

Every Monday, groups of students use this fabulous produce to cook healthy meals for everyone to enjoy.

July Rains

In case you missed it, our waterways got a good
soaking in the last week of July, with 30.3mm
recorded on Tuesday 28th July. What a great
opportunity for our rivers and creeks to wash
out some of the ash from summer’s bushfires!

Tambo Rambler is proudly sponsored by Elders Real Estate, Lakes Entrance and Metung

